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TAKDIM

Sehir sadece bugtinii ve icinde yasadigimiz mekani ile
% degil, ayni zamanda diinii, yarini ve bagrinda besledigi
insani ile bu insanlarin hikayeleri ile de sehirdir. Sehir
goriinen yiizii ile degil gériinmeyen yani ile de sehirdir.
Bir sehre kimligini, tizerinde tasidigi degerler kadar,
altinda sakladigi degerler de verir. S6z konusu degerler
belki de sehrin suuraltidir. Bunun igindir ki sehrin tsti
gibi alt1 da sehrin tarihine, sanatina, kiiltiiriine, hafizasina
aittir. Kayseri'miz Tiirkiye'nin en cok yeralti sehrine sahip
mekanlarinin basinda gelir. Sehirlerin tarihi yazilirken
sadece yerin Ustiine degil yerin altina
da bakmamiz gerekir. Kayseri yerin alti
da sehir olan kadim bir mekandir.

Kiiltepe-Kanis basta olmak tizere, Kapa-
dokya ve yakin cevresinin énemli bir
kismi Kayseri sinirlari icerisindedir.
Tarihin yasandigi ve yazildigi mekanlar
olanilimiz sinirlari, yer {istii ve yer alti
tarihiile birlikte ele alindiginda anlamli
hale gelir. Yerin alti dini sembolizmde
nasil bir hasilanin ortaya serildigi yer
ise tarihi anlamda da ge¢cmisimizin,
sanatsal ve kiiltiirel anlamimizin sakh
oldugu yerdir. Bu anlamda yerin altindaki
kilttrel birikim yerin tistiine zenginlik katacak, ona gii¢
verecek ve gelecek tasarimini daha saglikli, kalici yapacaktir.

Sehirlesmenin getirdigi giicliikler basta olmak iizere,
tarihe sadece cikar amacli bakan bazi insanlarin tarihi
eserlerimizle ilgili yaptig tahribata benzer bir yikim
maalesef yeralti sehirlerimizle ilgili de yapilmaktadir.
Dolayisiyla yerin {istiinde yasadigimiz sehirle ilgili planlar
yaparken, yeralti sehirlerimizi de géz ardi etmememiz
gerekiyor. Hatta sehir planlamasinda artik yer iistii yer alt,
buglin-ge¢cmis ayrimini yapmadan planlamalar yapmak
zorunlu hale gelmistir. Tarihteki streklilik bunu gerekli
kilmaktadir. Artik sehirler sadece cagdas goriiniimleriile
degil, gecmisten getirdigi birikimleri ile de daha anlaml
ve 6nemli hale gelmektedir. Ge¢mis ile bugiinii terkip

Takdim

etmenin zorunlulugu ve ilk sarti, yeralti sehirlerimizle
icinde yasadigimiz sehirlerimizi terkip etmekten geciyor.

iste tam da bu suurla Kayseri Bilyiiksehir Belediyesi olarak
sehrimizin yeralti yapilasmasini giin yiiziine ¢ikarmak ve
insanimizin ve turizm ekonomisinin hizmetine sunmak
istiyoruz. Bu amacla yogun bir calismaya girdik ve 6nemli
biitceler ayirdik. Kayseri ve cevresindeki yeralti sehirleri-
nin hizli yapilasma ve kagak kazilarin kurbani olmamasi
icin bitiin yeralti sehirlerinin tespitinin yapilmasini
ve envanterinin ¢ikarilmasini karar-
lastirdik. Bunun ilk ve dnemli adimi
olarak da s6z konusu mimari yapinin
haritalanmasi ve cografi bilgi sistemleri
aractligiyla konumlandirilmasinin yani
sira yerlestigi jeolojik birimin ilgili yer
bilimi disiplinleri agisindan incelenmesi
ve bolge tarihi ile iliskilendirilmesini
hedefledik. Sonug olarak; en az yer
tsti kadar onemli ve degerli bir yer
alti birikimine sahip olan Kayseri'nin
bu tarihsel mirasinin en kisa siirede
belgelenmesi, kayitlara gecirilmesi ve
tiim degerleri ile bir biitiin halinde
korunmaya alinmasini 6nceledik. Bu baglamda OBRUK
Magara Arastirma Grubu ve CEKUL (Cevre ve Kiiltiir
Degerlerini Koruma ve Tanitma Vakfi) ile birlikte calis-
malara basladik. Ortaya gercekten de bugiini anlamh
kilacak, bugiine isik tutacak sonuclar ¢ikti.

Kayseri sadece Kapadokya'nin degil, insanlik ve Anadolu
tarihinin 6nemli bir kisminin yazildigi ve yasandigi mer-
kezdir. iste yayimladigimiz envanterler bu biling, amac,
caba ve gayretin sonucudur. Bu calismalar ve eserler
gelecegimiz acisindan ge¢misten gelen rehberimiz ve
1sigimiz, sehircilik bakimindan yol haritalarimizdir.

Dind bilmek gelecegi bilmektir. Ge¢misi unutmamak,
gelecegi giivenle yasamaktir...

DR. MEMDUH BUYUKKILIC
KAYSERi BUYUKSEHIR BELEDIYE BASKANI






GiRiS

OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu olarak 27 Aralik 2013
tarihinde “Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari Envanteri Projesi”
icin calismaya basladik. Kayseri Buyuksehir Beledi-
yesi ve CEKUL Vakfi ile birlikte, ticlii bir protokole
bagli olarak yiritilen bu proje, Kayseri’de bulunan
tiim yeralti yapilarini arastirmayi, 6lglip haritalamays,
fotograflayarak belgelemeyi iceriyordu. Her ne kadar
projeye baslamadan 6nce ve ¢alismalarimiz sirasinda
yaptigimiz arastirmalar antik Kapadokya’'nin bagkenti
olan Kayseri’nin, bugiine dek arastirilmamis sayisiz
kaya yerlesimini ve yeralti sehrini barindirma olasiligini
ortaya cikarmigsa da “Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari Envanteri
Projesi” basladiginda hig kimse bu denli buiyiik ve uzun
soluklu bir projeye adim atildigini diisiinmiiyordu.

Sekiz yildir sirmekte olan “Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari
Envanteri Projesi” bugiin geldigi noktada; ilk defa tara-
fimizdan arastirilip 6lciilen ve haritalanip raporlanan
39 yeralti sehri, 47 kaya kilisesi, 3 yeralti su yapisi, 10
maden ocagi ve 6 kaya yerlesimi ile degil Turkiye'nin,
diinyanin en biiyiik yeralti yapilari aragtirma projele-
rinden biri olarak saygin bir yere sahiptir.

“Kaya Yerlesimi” ile kastedilen bu 6 kompleksin her
birinin tiim yapilari ile kayalara oyulmus bir kéy oldugu
ve bahsi gecen 6 kaya yerlesiminden sadece Dimitre
(Turan) kéyiiniin 229 kaya oymasi yapi icerdigi goz 6niine
alinirsa bu ¢alismanin kapsami daha da iyi anlasilacak-
tir. Kayalara oyulmus bu kéylerin tiimii, Kapadokya'da
bulunan ve turistik agidan gayet iyi bilinen Zelve, Cavusin
gibi benzerlerinden ¢ok daha buiyiiktiir.

Daha 6nce yayimlanan bes ara raporda da belirttigimiz
gibi; bu projenin temel amaci, Kayseri ilinde bulunan
ve bu bélgenin tarihsel ge¢cmisi ve kiiltiri icin son
derece 6nemli olan, 6te yandan, kacgak kazilarla veya
artarak devam eden insaatlarla hizla yok edilen antik
kaya yerlesimlerinin ve yeralti yapilarinin daha fazla
gecikmeden arastirilmasi, belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi
ve kapsamli bir envanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Giris

Her ne kadar giniimiizde “Kapadokya” olarak taninan
bélge Nevsehir-Urgiip-Géreme liggeninde yer almakta
ise de antik caglarda Kapadokya'nin bagkenti bugiin
Kayseri olarak bilinen antik Caeserae sehri idi. Bugtinkd
turistik Kapadokya’'nin 70 km dogusunda bulunan Kay-
seri, giinimiizden 10 milyon yil 6nce baslayan yogun
volkanik aktiviteden aynen komsusu gibi etkilenmisti. Bu
dénemde piiskiirmeye baslayan ve sadece bu bolgedeki
sayilari 70 civarinda olan kii¢tk-biyiik bircok yanardag
Kayseri ve civarina yer yer 200 metre kalinliga ulasan
tuf ve ignimbrit yigmusti.

Nevsehir-Urgiip-Géreme iicgeninde oldugu gibi antik
Caeserae’da da bu volkanik tiif yérede yasayan insanlar
tarafindan kazilmis, kayalarin icine meskenler, kiliseler
ve korunma amacli yeralti sehirleri insa edilmisti. Ote
yandan; Urgiip-Géreme gibi Kapadokya'nin daha ¢ok
bilinen turistik yorelerinden farkli olarak Kayseri’nin kaya
yapilari ve yeralti sehirleri daha 6nce arastirnlmamistir.
Halbuki, bu bélgede bulunan kaya ve yeralti yerlesimle-
rinin biytik bir kismi mimari agidan Kapadokya’nin diger
kisimlariyla rekabet edebilecek kalite ve giizelliktedir.

Kiliseleri harig tutarsak, kayalara oyulmus bu yapila-
rin tarihini tespit edebilmek hentiz mimkin degildir.
Savunma yapilarinin ve yeralti sehirlerinin MS 7 ila 11.
ylzyillar arasinda kazildigi disiiniilmekte ise de bu
tarihler arkeolojik olarak heniiz ispatlanmis degildir. Ote
yandan; mesken, ahir, agil, depo gibi kaya oyma yapilar
gecen ylzyillar boyunca kesintisiz olarak kullanilmalari
dolayisiyla hicbir sekilde tarihlenememektedir.

Tarafimizdan yapilan bu calisma; temel olarak, Kayseri
ilinde bulunan tiim tarihsel ve arkeolojik kaya ve yeralt
yapilarinin tespit edilmesi, 6l¢iilmesi, haritalanmasi
ve ylizey haritasi izerine vektorel olarak islenmesinin
yanisira, detayli olarak tanimlanmasidir.

Bu calismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gegen tiim bu
yapilariginde heniiz tescil edilmemislerin de miimkiin
olan en yakin sirede tescil edilerek daha kapsamli
bir sekilde korunmasi, 6nemli yapilara farkli kullanim
amaglari saglanarak degerlendirilmeleri ve bu sekilde
gelecek kusaklara kazandirilmalari igin bir baslangic
olmasini diliyoruz.
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CALISMALARIMIZ VE RAPORLARIMIZ

27-29 Aralik 2013 1. Aragtirma
25-28 Ocak 2014 2. Aragtirma
27 Subat-2 Mart 2014 3. Aragtirma
3-6 Nisan 2014 4. Aragtirma
15-19 Mayis 2014 5. Aragtirma
12-15 Haziran 2014 6. Aragtirma 1. Ara Rapor
24-27 Ekim 2014 7. Arastirma
7-9 Kasim 2014 8. Aragtirma
4-7 Nisan 2015 9. Arastirma
3-6 Temmuz 2015 10. Aragtirma 2. Ara Rapor
5-8 Aralik 2015 11. Aragtirma
1-4 Nisan 2016 12. Arastirma
8-12 Ekim 2016 13. Aragtirma
6-10 Ocak 2017 14. Arastirma
15-19 Subat 2017 15. Aragtirma
13-16 Nisan 2017 16. Aragtirma
12-15 Mayis 2017 17. Aragtirma 3. Ara Rapor
10-11 Temmuz 2017 18. Aragtirma
12-16 Agustos 2017 19. Arastirma
25-29 Ekim 2017 20. Aragtirma
6-11 Aralik 2017 21. Arastirma 4. Ara Rapor
8-13 Nisan 2017 22. Aragtirma
28 Agustos-7 Eyliil 2017 23. Arastirma
20-23 Aralik 2018 24. Aragtirma
14-17 Subat 2019 25. Aragtirma 5. Ara Rapor
17-21 Kasim 2019 26. Aragtirma
22-28 Haziran 2020 27. Aragtirma
4-7 Aralik 2020 28. Arastirma
21-25 Nisan 2021 29. Aragtirma
19-22 Ocak 2022 30. Arastirma
24-29 Mayis 2022 31. Aragtirma
21-27 Kasim 2022 32. Aragtirma 6. Ara Rapor
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1. Ali Dagi Yeralti Sehri 23. Harman Yeri Yeralti Sehri
2. Ali Saip Pasa Yeralti Sehri 24. Subas kaya kilisesi
3. Gesi / Degirmendere Vadisi kaya yerlesimleri, 25. 3ahmelik Vadisi
Catalin ve Penzikli yeralti sehirleri 26. Gazi Sarnig

4. Belagasi kaya yerlesimi, No 1 ve No 2 yeralh
sehirleri, Otedere Vadisi No 1 ve No 2 yeralti
sehirleri

5. Kirlangig Vadisi Yeralti Sehri

6. Glizeloz Yeralti Sehri

7. Doganh Yeralti Sehri

8. Agirnas, Mimar Sinan ve Mustafa Bozdemir
yeralt sehirleri, Akbin Vadisi kaya yerlesimleri
9. Subas: Yeralt Sehri

10. Demokrasi kaya yerlesimleri

11. Talasira Yeralti Sehri

12. Danalik Yeralti Sehri

13. Dadaloglu kaya yerlesimleri

14. Emirusad) Yeralti Sehri

15. Incili Yeralti Sehri

16. Siimengen Yeralti Sehri

17. Kirkor Mevkii Yeralti Sehri

18, Kurukoprii Yeralti Sehri

19, Fatinler Yeralti Sehri

20. Kugcagiz Yeralt Sehri

21. Kémar Yeralti Sehri

22. Gillistan Yeralti Sehri

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.

Tombak Tepe kaya yerlegimleri
Aysepinar kaya mezarlar
Oksenek kaya kilisesi
Mahmutguk Yeralti Sehri

Yenikoy kaya mezarlan

Eski Pusath Yeralti Sehri

Vekse kaya yerlesimleri ve kiliseler
Dimitre kaya yerlesimleri ve kiliseler
K. Blrlingiiz kaya yerlesimleri

B. Blrilingliz Yeralti Sehri

incesu kaya yerlesimleri

Talas Amerikan Koleji

Derindere Mevkii guvercinlikler
Derevank Manastin

Subasg: Yeralti $ehri No 2 ve No 3
Biinyan Yeralti Sehri

Sosun Yeralti Sehri

PazarGren Yeralti Sehri
Bogazképri kaya yerlesimleri
Ddalek kaya yerlesimleri
Bayramhaci kaya yerlesimleri
Halicioglu Yeralti Sehri

Girig
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Igili web sayfasi (www.whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6473/)



KORAMAZ VADIiSI UNESCO DUNYA
MIRASI GECiCi LiSTESINDE

Uzun ¢abalarimiz sonunda Koramaz Vadisi 14 Nisan
2020 tarihinde UNESCO Diinya Mirasi Gegici Listesi'ne
kabul edildi.

Sekiz yil 6nce basit bir tiinel arastirmasi igin geldigimiz
Kayseri'de gecen yillar boyunca kesfedilen sayisiz yeralt
yapisi ve sonucunda ulasilan bu nokta sadece OBRUK
Magara Arastirma Grubu icin degil, birlikte calistigimiz
Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi icin de
bir gurur vesilesi.

UNESCO web sitesinde yayimlanan resmi dokiimanin
tam metni su sekilde:

Koramaz Valley

Turkey

Date of Submission: 14/04/2020

Criteria: (v)

Category: Cultural

Submitted by:

Permanent Delegation of Turkey to UNESCO
State, Province or Region:

Province of Kayseri

Coordinates: N38 48 9.83 E35 412.42

Ref.: 6473

Description

Koramaz Valley is situated within the boundaries of modern
Kayseri Province in central Anatolia. The valley is an earth-
quake fracture which is 12 km long and sweeps from the east
and to the west. The base altitude of the valley is 1500m
in the east edge and 1665 m in the west edge. Some of the
surface waters form their own valleys and the others soak
into underground and rise to the surface in the form of
fountains. All the waters of these streams and fountains
slowly met each other and form Koramaz Stream.

Koramaz Vadisi Unesco Diinya Mirasi Gegici Listesinde

Kayseri Province is covered with pyroclastic rock that was
erupted by the Mount Erciyes and other surrounding vol-
canoes since Upper Miocene Period, and these rocks are
mostly of easily-eroded, cellular structure such as tuff and
ignimbrite. These soft rocks structured the valleys by eroding.

Today, there are seven residential areas and some abandoned
settlements of ancient period in the valley. Pigeon lofts,
columbaria, mausoleums, tumuli, underground defense
structures, caves, temples and churches, sheepfolds, obser-
vation points are still seen in the valley. These structures
date back to the first millennium especially during which
Pagan-Christian struggles emerged in Roman Empire.
The typical structure of the valley and people’s daily lives
continues harmoniously.

There have been determined 42 rock churches so far in the
thereabouts and in the seven different settlements in the
valley. The biggest of these churches is 1,5 by 4 meters. They
are dated to the middle of the first millennium. Some of the
churches were converted into store houses and pigeon lofts
later. Only four of them have fresco and some others have
ceilings with tunnel vault and apsis in the shape of horseshoe.

The watercourse flowing invalley bottom, the plant structure,
and dry farming all together fed the ecosystem of pigeons.
As a consequence, there have been hundreds of pigeon lofts
in Koramaz Valley and its neighbor valleys. The waters
flowing from inside the valley feed the Engir Lake which
is located in the west exit of the valley and protected as a
natural site. The common pigeon loft culture in the valley
is thought to be strengthened by the ecosystem in this
lake. While some of the pigeon lofts were made directly as
pigeon loft, some others were converted from columbaria
to pigeon lofts by adding pipes.

Koramaz Valley was quite an ideal place for graves because
of their location on outbound route and their ideal distance
to the city center. Accordingly, 21 columbarium - the mass
graves where the ashes of the non-elite Roman citizens used
to be kept in special ceramic bowls after incremation- were
determined in Koramaz Valley so far. Of these columbaria,
14 carry domed architectural features. There is at least 100
bays and 200 bays uttermost in each columbarium and they
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are easily distinguished from the other grave structures
thanks to the grave niches operated on the walls. They are
known to be generally managed by an organization called
collegia as social clubs. Collegias’ most important function
was burial operations. However, these group burial places
lost their importance with the transition of the Paganism
to Christianity. These structures later started to be used as
pigeon lofts by opening pipes on the ceilings.

Both in the villages and around the villages in Koramaz
Valley, there are lots of defense structures (underground
cities) carved in the rocks. The characteristic feature of these
defense structures is that they are connected with each
other through tunnels and that these tunnels are protected
against external attacks with circular rock doors. Although
their exact construction date is unknown, it is generally
accepted that these structures were carved by Christians
for protection purposes from the Arabic raids. There are
lots of small “underground cities” in the valley but out of 15
underground defense structures only five big underground
cities in three settlements have been certified, measured
and mapped. The tunnels of underground cities in the two
villages are thought to be covering all the settlements, of
which some have come to a deadlock and the others have
been blocked by stuffing rocks and stones.

Since the valley has been in use for thousands of years, there
are hundreds of historical stone houses as an example of
civil architecture, 6 historical stone bridges, 26 historical
fountains, 5 historical watermills, 5 tumuli. Majority of the
stone houses were built on the houses formerly used as a cave.

Among some settlements in the valley, it is possible to come
across some industrial structures such as linseed oil houses
where linseed oil was produced and used for illumination
during ancient periods and afterwards. It is known that,
the plants such as safflower, rocket seed and quarter are
transformed into oil in these houses after agriculturally
produced. Until the recent period these houses were used
actively and three of them still remain standing.

Justification of Outstanding Universal Value

Koramaz Valley with its volcanic landscape, convenient
structure for agriculture, freshwater bodies and the soft
structure of rocks has been a life space for different civili-
zations. It accommodates a wide range of cultural heritage
elements with their different characteristic features that
has a history of thousands of years.

The alteration and development of civilizations and the
change in the architecture can be seen in all layers of the
valley. For instance; the columbaria in the valley were
initially built in the Period of the Emperor Augustus. The
columbaria built after Augustus gained advanced functions
and those built after Tiberius evolved into above-ground
structure. The architectural design of the columbaria has
idiosyncratic characteristic feature and unique.

The first traces of civilization in the valley belong to the
Roman Imperial Period. However; Kanis-Kultepe settle-
ment, which was an important center in the late Hittite
Period (1200-700 B.C), Hittite Period (1800-1200 B.C) and
Assyrian Trade Colonies (2000-1100 B.C) is located on the
west exit of the valley. It is impossible for the people living
here to not interact with the valley. Additionally, the west
exit of the valley also intersects with the historical trade
route which lies on the east-west direction. The disk tracks
of the oxcarts and caravans can be seen on the surface. This
road was used by trade colonies for silk trade and during
Turkish War of Independence.

Criterion (v):

Koramaz Valley is an outstanding example of human interac-
tion with the environment and consequently multifunctional
use of land with its huge underground cities, columbaria,
pigeon lofts, cave churches etc.In some places, the tunnels
of underground cities are thought to be covering entire
residential areas. Some historical stone houses were built
on the houses formerly used as caves. Under the dwellings,
sometimes one or two to three-storey caves continue to
the lower boundary of the neighboring house.



Different kinds of structure in the valley were used in
accordance with the needs of people in the course of time.
For instance; a cave carved for the purpose of sheltering
were detailed as rock graves later and after Christianity
was set free, they were used as church. The churches from
the Byzantine period are still seen in the valley. Finally,
under the Seljuk and Ottoman dominance some of these
churches continue to be used as religious structures. In a
similar way, some of the columbaria were converted into
churches and some of them into pigeon lofts later but some
have survived to the present day as original columbarium.
Columbaria used to be built on the itineraries and on the
places far from the city center in order to be protected from
epidemic illnesses and environmental effects.

Statements of authenticity and/or integrity

The valley is about 21 km away from the city center. This
distance has helped to keep the valley free from urbanization
pressure. The people living in the valley have preserved the
natural and cultural life as an ancestral heritage. All of the
historical buildings are either carved into the rock or made
of rock. Therefore, erosion has partially destroyed struc-
tures over time. The building stock that has survived to the
present day is considerably high in number and valuable.
No large-scale repairs were made to these structures. The
cultural assets in the valley including tumuli, fountains,
bridges, churches, historical mansions, underground cities,
columbaria, pigeon lofts, necropolises etc. are protected
under the National Conservation Law numbered 2863.

Asmall area compared to the valley has been declared as a
Historic Protected Area and a Conservation Plan was pre-
pared for the area. With the decision of Kayseri Melikgazi
Municipality dated 06/08/2018, it has unanimously decided
that relevant planning will be initiated and restoration
projects will be launched.

Comparison with other similar properties

Despite of some structural similarities between Moun-
tainous Phrygia (on the tentative list) and Koramaz Valley;
Mountainous Phrygia only carries traces of Phrygian culture,
while Koramaz Valley carries cultural traces of different

Koramaz Vadisi Unesco Diinya Mirasi Gegici Listesinde

civilizations. The World Heritage Site of Géreme National
Park and the Rock Sites of Cappadocia contain structures
very similar to those in the Koramaz Valley, but the number,
capacity and architecture of the underground cities differ.
The cities in Géreme National Park and the Rock Sites of
Cappadocia were built in mostly vertical architecture. Those
in the Koramaz Valley were built in horizontal architecture.
The Archaeological Site of Kiiltepe-Kanesh is located just
outside the valley, which can take the history and interactions
of the valley to dates earlier than Géreme National Park and
the Rock Sites of Cappadocia. In addition, the columbaria
and the domed architecture of the valley almost exclusively
differentiate the two regions.
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BOYUK BURUNGOZ YERALTI SEHRI
Biylk Biningdz, Melkgazi, Kaysari
Qiglm ve Cizim: Al Yamag, Bigin Yazhk (Kasim 2015)
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BUYUK BURUNGUZ YERALTI SEHRI

Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari Envanteri Besinci Ara Rapor'da
detayli olarak anlatilan, Buytk Biriingtiz'tin altinda
yer alan iki farkli yeralti sehri, Aymanli ve Akkurt uzun
cabalar sonunda bir noktada birlesti. Boylece, baslangicta
iki farkli yeralti sehri olarak arastirmaya basladigimiz
bu yapinin tiim kéyiin altini kaplayan devasa bir yeralt
sehri oldugu anlasildi.

Toplam 1286 m'’ye ulasarak sadece Kayseri'nin degil,
Turkiye’nin en biyiik yeralti sehirlerinden biri haline
gelen Buyuk Buriingtiz Yeralti Sehri, bu kesfin ardindan
medyada oldukca yer aldi ve degisik kanallarda haberlere
cikti. Ne var ki bu bizler igin ok sasirtici degildi ¢tinkii
yillar 6nce Agirnas’ta “Mimar Sinan Yeralti Sehri’ni
calisirken -aynen bu yerlesimde oldugu gibi- bélgede
bulunan tiim diger eski yerlesimlerin de altlarinda ¢ok
biyiik birer savunma yapisi olabilecegini diisinmustiik.

Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Yeralt: Sehri

Tarihleri Osmanli'dan, hatta Selcuklu’dan ¢ok daha
gerilere, MS 7 ila 11. yiizyillara uzanan bu kéylerin
halklari Orta Cag boyunca siiren akinlara karsi kendi-
lerini savunmak icin bu yeralti sehirlerini kazmislardi.
Bélgenin Selcuklu egemenligine girdigi ve saldirilarin
ortadan kalktig 11. yizyildan sonra herhangi bir yeralti
sehri insa edilmedigi bilinmektedir. Bu yapi da Biyiik
Biiriingiiz kdyiiniin gegmisinin bin yildan daha uzun bir
zamana ulastiginin ispatidir.

Bu yapi Turrkiye’de simdiye dek dl¢iilen en uzun yeralt
sehirlerinden biriidi. Bu savunma yapisinda tespit ettigimiz
toplam 27 kapi tagi ise bir diger rekordu. Ote yandan, su
ana dek 6l¢tigiimiiz ve haritaladigimiz yeralti sehrinin
Biylk Buriingiiz kéyunin ufak bir kismini kapladigini
da biliyoruz. Tikali olan 23 farkli tiinel bu yeralti sehrinin
olctiigiimiizden gok daha biiyiik oldugunun, olasilikla
tim koyi bir ag gibi 6rdiigiiniin ispati. Bu tikali tiinel-
lerin agilmasi veya baska girisler kesfedilmesiyle Biyuk
Buriingtiz Yeralti Sehri’nin uzunlugunun bugiinkiinden
cok daha fazla olma olasiligi mevcuttur.
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Bilyiik Biiriingiiz Yeralti Sehri
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INCESU ESKI KOY INLERI

incesu ilgesinin 3 km batisinda, kayalik biryamagta yer
alan bu kiictik kaya yerlesimi, biri hari¢ tim birbirine
gecisli 14 farkli yapidan olusmaktadir. Yapilarin ikisi gift
katlidir ve altta yer alan bazi yapilarin besi yeri olarak
kullanildigi belirgindir. Orta grupta yer alan iki farkl
yapidan batiya dogru kazilmig 5-6 m uzunlugundaki
tiinellerin sonundaki odalarin girisinde birer “operasyon
odasi” bulunmaktadir. Her ne kadar tas kapilari bugiin
yerlerinde degilse de bu tas kapilari agip kapamaya
yarayan ve “operasyon odas!” ismi verilen kiiciik cepler
son derece barizdir. Bu kdy tipi kiiglik savunma odalari
ise buyapi kompleksinin en geg 11. yiizyilda kazildiginin
yani bin yildan daha eski oldugunun ispatidir.

ESKi KOY INLERI
&

incesu Eski Koy inleri
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KAS KOYU ROMA KAYA MEZARLARI

Kocasinan ilgesinin bir kdyii olan Kas'in gineydogu-
sunda bulunan ve yaklasik 600 m uzunlugunda bir kaya
profilinde yer alan Roma kaya mezarlarinin biiyik bir
kismi Kapadokya’nin Emirli, Karlik, Sivasa, Aysepinar
gibi farkli yerlerinde bulunan diger Roma kaya mezarlari

Kas Koyii Roma Kaya Mezarlan

kadar ihtimamli bir 6n cepheisciligine sahip degiller ve
basit birer gém yeri hiiviyeti tasiyorlar.

Diger yandan, bazilari iki hatta ti¢ klineli olan ve daha
once arastirilmamis bu 44 kaya oymasi mezar odasi,
Kapadokya'da bir bolgede simdiye dek tespit edilmis en
biiyiik Roma nekropolii olarak kabul edilebilir kanisin-
dayiz. Bu kaya mezarlariile ilgili bugtine dek herhangi
bir bilimsel arastirma ve yayin yapilmamistir.
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Kas Koyii Roma Kaya Mezarlan
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Talas Amerikan Koleji bati cephesi 1930’lu yillar

AMERIKAN KOLEJI YERALTI YAPILARI
Talas, Kayseri
Gizim: E. Ozihtiyar (Mayis 2021)
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TALAS AMERIKAN KOLEJi YERALTI
YAPILARI

1871 yilinda insa edilen Talas Amerikan Koleji'nin ana
binasinin altinda devasa bir yeralti yapisi bulunmakta-
dir. Bir ana galerinin etrafini kusatan bes farkli kanat
halinde ve ana kayaya oyularak insa edilmis bu yapi
kompleksinin ana galerisinde ve bazi yan kollarda tavan
yuksekligi yer yer 4 m’den fazladir.

Yapiya inen merdivenlerin hemen kuzeyinde bulunan
ilk yan kol su anda icinde su olmayan bir sarnigtir. Sar-
nicin zemini giris kotundan 3.8 m asagidadir ve iginde
yuzeydeki bir kuyu ile baglantili bir cep mevcuttur.

19x2.7 m 6lgiilerindeki bu sarnig, Ali Dagi Yeralti Seh-
ri'nde bulunan 32x3.2 m 6lgiilerine sahip sarnigtan daha
kiicikse de hem boylesi biiyiik bir binanin altindaki ana
kayaya kazilarak inga edilmis olmasi, hem de -giris kotuna
dek doldugunu varsayarsak- 190 ton gibi inanilmaz bir
su tutma kapasitesine sahip olmasi takdire sayandr.

inis merdivenlerinden baglayan egimli moloz yiginlari
sarnicin karsisinda bulunan diger kolu neredeyse

Talas Amerikan Koleji Yeralti Yapilan

timuyle tikamigsa da bu kolun da giineybatiya dogru
devam eden diger kollar kadar yiiksek ve uzun oldugunu
varsayabiliriz.

Moloz yiginin yarattigi egimin sona erdigi ve ana zemine
ulasilan noktadan itibaren kuzeye dogru iki, giineye
dogruise kivrik bir bagka kol uzanmaktadir. Ana galeride
ve kollarda genislik yer yer 4 m'yi gegmektedir, tavan
yuksekligiise hicbir noktada 3 m’nin altina diismemek-
tedir. Kuzeye dogru olan ikinci kolda bulunan kesme tas
bir duvar ve pencere disinda hicbir kolda ana kayaya
kazilmis bir nis, oyuntu vs. mevcut degildir. Sadece, ana
galerinin alt bahgedeki yeni yapilmis villalara agilan ve
son donemde briketle kapatilmis agzina yakin kisimda
her iki duvarda bir-iki sira halinde giivercinlik mevcuttur.

Talas Amerikan Koleji'nin ana binasinin altinda ve olasilikla
okul ile ayni tarihte ana kayaya kazilarak insa edilmis
bu devasa yeralti yapisinin yapim amaci ve fonksiyonu
belirsizdir. Bu denli genis ve yiiksek bir ana galeriye ve
kollara sahip biryeraltiyapisinin depo olarak kullanilmak
amaciyla kazilmis olmasinin olasilig dustiktr.
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DERINDERE GUVERCINLIKLERI NO 1
Tavlusun, Melikgazi, Kayseri

38%41"18.48 K 35"34'57.14 D

Cizim: Ekrem Ozihtiyar, Ali Yamag (Ocak 2022)

DERINDERE GUVERCINLIKLERI NO 3
Tavlusun, Melikgazi, Kayseri
38°41'18.48 K 35%34'57.14 D
Cizim: Ekrem Ozihtiyar (Ocak 2022)

DERINDERE GUVERCINLIKLERI NO 2
Taviusun, Melikgazi, Kayseri
38°41'18.48 K 35°34'57.14 D
Gizim: Ekrem Ozihtiyar (Ocak 2022)
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DERINDERE VADISi
GUVERCINLIKLERI

“Eski Gesi Yolu” olarak da bilinen ve Kayseri sehir
merkezinden Gesi’ye uzanan cadde Derindere mevki-
inden ge¢gmektedir. Burada, baslangici 38°47°00.46"K
35°38'08.88”D koordinatinda olan ve yiiksek bir kaya
duvarda yan yana siralanmis alti farkli yapidan olusan

Derindere Vadisi Giivercinlikleri

ev tipi kaya oyma giivercinlikler bulunmaktadir. Gesi
civarina has kule tipi giivercinliklerden farkli olan bu ev
tipi glivercinliklere hem Kayseri’de, hem de Nevsehir'de
sik¢a rastlanmaktadir.

Yapilarinilk kazilma tarihi bilinmemekle beraber, uzun
zamandir islevsiz oldugu ve uzun bir siire agil olarak

kullanildig asikardr.
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Giivercinlikte, kiigii biric odada bulnn kaya rolyefi



Derindere Vadisi Giivercinlikleri !
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DEREVENK MANASTIRI

Kayseri'nin 4 km dogusunda bulunan ve Karasu Cayr'nin
asindirdigi Derevenk Vadisi’nin adi, Ermeni asilli “Dere-
vank” adindan Turkgeye doniistirilmustir. Talas ilcesinin
dogusunda, kuzeybati-giineydogu yoniinde yer alan bu
vadi Tavlusun'dan giineye, Zincidere'ye kadar uzanir.
Vadinin kuzey kesiminde her iki duvarda da irili ufakli
cok sayida yapay magara bulunmaktadir.

Derevenk Vadisi'nde kilisesinin yani sira, vadinin
Ermenicede “manastir” anlamina gelen “vank” ismi-
nin kokeni olan, kayaya oyulmus devasa bir Ermeni
manastiri bulunmaktadir. Kayseri’nin en 6nemli kaya
manastirlarindan biri olmasina ragmen sadece birkag
yayinda kisaca bahsedilmis olan bu yapi kapsamli bir
sekilde arastirilmamistir ve bu manastirla ilgili tarih?
bilgiler oldukga sinirlidir. Manastirin ilk yapim tarihi
bilinmedigi gibi, Aziz Sergius veya Surp Sarkis olan ismi
bile bazi kaynaklarda yanlis yazilmistir.

Derevenk Manastiri, Kayseri'de sekiz yildir arastirip
inceledigimiz tim kaya yapilarindan tartismasiz bir
sekilde farklidir ve mimari olarak ¢ok gelismis bir tarza
sahiptir. Vadi tabanindan 35 m yiikseklikte yer alan bu
manastir kompleksi yumusak volkanik tiifigine kazilmigtir
ve kompleksin kuzeybati-giineydogu yoniinde uzanan
cephesi 120 m uzunlugundadir. Biri kilise olmak tizere
vadiye bakan 12 farkli yapinin yani sira, arka kisimda
da iki oda daha bulunmaktadir.

Derevenk Manastiri, mimari agidan birkag farkli garipligi
biinyesinde barindirmaktadir. ilk gariplik, kiliseden sonra
kuzeybatiya dogru devam eden yapinin son bélimiinde
on ve arka cephelerdeki tiim odalarin kayaya oyulmus
bir koridorla birbirine baglanmasidir. Koridorun arka
tarafindaki ana kayaya oyulmus odalarin bu yeralti
koridoruna agilan kapilari mevcuttur. Kapadokya'daki
kayaya oyulmus mimari tasarimlarda gértulmeyen ve
herhangi bir korunma amaci giitmeyen bu kadar zor
bir mimari pratigin nedeni belli degildir. Subasi Kaya
Manastiri gibi diger 6rneklerde, odalar arasindaki kisa
gecisler kayalara agilan kisa tiinellerle saglanmaktadir
ve diger tim baglantilar icin yapilarin 6niindeki yol

Derevenk Manastin

kullanilmaktadir. Ayrica Derevenk Manastiri’nin 6n
cephesinde bugiin bile kullanilabilen genis bir patika
zaten bulunmaktadir.

Derevenk Manastir Kompleksi’nin bir diger mimari
garipligi, yapinin hem giineydogusunda hem de kilisenin
devaminda yer alan devasa galerilerdir. Bu galeriler,
manastir kompleksinin en dogudaki girisinden basla-
maktadir. Duvarlarda nis, zeminde silolarin olmamasi;
yer yer 4 m genisliginde ve 2.5-3 m tavan yuksekligi
olan besik tonoz atili biiyiik galerilerin islevsel olarak
kullanilmadigini kanitlamaktadir. Giineydogudaki ilk
girisi takiben bu galeriler bir ticgen olusturmus ve
tiggenin uzun kenari boyunca her iki yénde devam
etmektedir ve bu galeriler yukarida bahsettigimiz kaya
oyma koridorun parcasi degildir. Kazilmasi planlanan
ve daha sonra terk edilen odalar igin baglanti tiineli
olamayacak kadar biiyiik olan bu galerilerin kazilmasinin
nedeni belirsizdir.

Bu galeriler dar bir gegitten sonra yiizeye agilan ve
duvarlarinda nisler bulunan baska bir odaya ulasirlar.
Bundan sonraki yapi ise Derevank Manastiri Kilisesi'dir.
Sunagi tamamen tahrip olmus apsisinin st kisminda
bir pencere bulunmaktadir. Yaklasik 26.5 m uzunlu-
gunda ve ortalama 5 m genisliginde olan nefin 3.80 m
yuksekligindeki tavani tamamen besik tonozlu olup,
hem apsis hem de nefin duvarlari kismen dékilmis
olmakla birlikte sivalidir. Apsis kuzey duvarindaki birkag
kiigiik isaret disinda kilisede fresk bulunmamaktadir.
Nefin kuzey duvarinda oda oldugunu diisindtiguimiiz
kisim, tavandan disen iri kaya bloklari ile tamamen
tikanmistir. Bu odanin karsisindaki giiney duvarda yer
alan diger odanin nefile cift baglantisi vardir. Bu ikinci
odanin yiizeye agilan dis baglant: tiineli orijinal degildir
ve yukarida yazdigimiz gibi sonradan kazilmistir.

Kiliseden kuzeye dogru devam eden yap, islevi belirsiz
bir baska galeri-koridordur. Duvarlarinda bir veya iki nig
bulunan bu besik tonoz ¢ati galerisi 3.20 m genisliginde
olup 21 m diiz devam etmektedir. Amaci anlasilamayan
bu diger galeri-koridordan sonra yukarida bahsedilen
“kayaya oyulmus koridor” ve sol ve sagdaki odalar baslar.
Bazi odalarin giris kapilarinin arsitravlari ve situnlari tek
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parca kayaya oyulmus bazalt olup saglam durmaktadir.
Cephesi tamamen vadiye agik olan bagka bir odanin
duvarinda yer alan fresklerin muhtemelen 19. yiizyilda
yapildigi ve freskte gérilen yapinin Derevenk kédyiinde
bulunan iki katli bir dinf okul oldugu diistiniilmektedir.
Yillar iginde buyiik zarar géren bu freskler Bilgin Yazlik
tarafindan dijital olarak restore edilmistir.

Sonraki iki odanin vadiye bakan tavanlari tas tonoz-
larla desteklenmistir. Her iki odanin da ilk yapildiginda
muhtemelen agik olan vadi cepheleri daha sonra kaba
taslarla kaplanmistir. Manastirin kuzeybatisinda yer
alan son odanin, icinde bir silosu olan bir mutfak ola-
bilecegini diistinebiliriz.

Bir butiin olarak ele alindiginda bu yapi, Kapadokya'da
simdiye dek bilinen ve sayisiz esere konu olmus Hallag,
Sahinefendi, Yusuf Kog, Eski Giimiis gibi bircok kaya
oymasi manastir ile rekabet edecek iscilik, kalite ve
estetik giizellige sahiptir ve bir kompleks olarak bu
manastirlarin gogundan daha biyiiktiir.



Derevenk Manastin
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Manastirin kaya oymasi i galerilerinden biri

Derevenk Manastin’s n.'*"su'-rp_Sar.
doguya goriintiist; Buyapt Kayseri'de bulunan kaya oymasi kiliselerin en

" bilyiiklerinden birisidir. 1 R

Yapida mevcut kesme tas tonozlu bir oda



Derevenk Manastin
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Manastirda bulunan ufak bir kaya oymasi sapel
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HALICIOGLU YERALTI YAPISI NO 1
Adimas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Gizim: Buket Gin, Halil Ibrahim Kala, Ali Yamag (Kas. 2022)
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HALICIOGLU YERALTI YAPISI NO 2
Agimas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ezgi Tok, Ali Yamag (Ocak 2022)
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AGIRNAS HALICIOGLU YERALTI
SEHRI VE YAPILARI

Agirnas’ta, Mimar Sinan’in evinin bulundugu sokagin
batisindaki sokakta bulunan bir ev Halicioglu ailesine
aittir. Aile bu evi restore ederken, ayni sokakta mevcut
diger dort evi de satin almis ve tiimiiniin restorasyo-
nuna baslamistir.

Bu galismalar sirasinda evlerin altinda agiga ¢ikan
yeralti savunma yapilarinin, yukarida bahsettigimiz

Agirnas Halicioglu Yeralti Sehri ve Yapilan

Buyuk Biirtingliz Yeralti Sehri'nde gorildugu sekilde,
tim Agirnas’in altini bir ag gibi 6ren devasa bir yeralt
sehrinin pargalari oldugu kesindir. Kaldi ki bu sistemin
diger farkli pargalari sadece komsu Mimar Sinan evinin
altinda degil, Agirnas’in diger farkli kesimlerinde de
gézlenmistir. Ornegin, ayni sokagin girisinde bulunan
Mustafa Bozdemir Evi'nin altinda veya kdyiin kuzeyinde,
Agios Prokopios Kilisesi'nin yaninda ve yeni miizenin
insaati sirasinda yapinin altinda bulunan tiim yeralti
savunma yapilarinin bir biitiiniin pargalari oldugu kesindir.
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SOSUN YERALTI SEHRI

Kayseri'nin giineybatisinda, Talas ilgesine bagli Sosun
(Ortakavak) kéyii yakinlarinda, kayalik bir yamagta yer
alan Sosun Yeralti Sehri, Kayseri’de simdiye dek tarafi-
mizdan tespit edilmis en garip yeralti sehri olmasa bile en
gariplerinden birisi olarak kabul edilebilir kanisindayiz.

Dagin bir yamacindan girip diger yamacindan ¢ikan ve
sadece bat girisi tas kapi ile korunan 377 m uzunlugun-

Sosun Yeralt Sehri 45

daki bu yapinin alti kiiglik odasi mevcuttur. Odalarin
ikisi bati girisine yakindir ve bunlarin ilki -yemlikten
anlasilacagi gibi- bir besi yeridir. Ortalama 70 cm eninde
olan tiinel bu iki odadan sonra kivrimlar gizerek 284
m devam etmektedir ve tam ortasinda bulunan 2 m?
buyukliginde bir odacik diginda tiim bu hat boyunca
hicbir yapi yoktur. Dogu ¢ikisina yakin ii¢ oda daha
mevcuttur. Birbirinden uzak alti kii¢iik oda i¢in dagin
bir yamacindan digerine ulasan, 377 m uzunlugunda
travers bir tiinel kazmanin sebebi ise belirsizdir.
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PAZAROREN YERALTI SEHRI

Yapi; Kayseri'nin giineybatisinda, Pinarbasi ilgesine
bagli Pazaréren kdyiiniin 3 km giineyinde, kayalik bir
tepede yer almakta ve hemen hemen tepenin tiimiini
kaplamaktadir. 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit olarak tescilli
olan Pazaréren Yeralti Sehri bir dsnem turizme agilmaya
calisilmis, basarisiz olunca da kaderine terk edilmistir.

Hafriyatla tikali olan bazi tiinelleri 6lgiilememis olmasina
karsin, bu yeralti sehri, 8 tas kapisi ve 6lglilebilen 420
m toplam uzunlugu ile bélgenin biiyiik savunma yapi-
larindan biridir. Yapi, kiigtk bir tepenin altini timuyle
kaplamaktadir ve tepenin her iki yamacindan da girisler

Pazariren Yeralt $ehri

vardir. Yeralti sehrinde toplam alti adet operasyon
odasi mevcutsa da bunlarin sadece iig tanesinde tas
kapi bulunmaktadir.

ilging olan nokta ise, bu savunma yapisinin Pazardren
kdyiintin 3 km giineyinde olmasidir. Savunma amaciyla
kazilan bu yeralti sehirlerinin yagam yerlerinin yakininda,
hatta altinda olmasi beklenir. Subasi Yeralti Sehri gibi
diger bazi 6rneklerde de goriildiigi sekilde, Pazardren
Yeralti Sehri’nin yerlesimden bu uzak konumu, Orta
Cag’da bu yapiya yakin civarda bugiin herhangi bir
kalintisi kalmamis baska bir yerlesim olabilecegini
dustindirmektedir.

\iPazard
“® | Yeraltr
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BUNYAN YERALTI SEHRI

Biinyan ilgesinin icinde, Kayabasi Mahallesi’nde bulu-
nan Biinyan Yeralti Sehri’nin girisi yillar 6nce belediye
tarafindan kapatilmis olmasina karsin olasilikla defi-
neciler tarafindan tekrar agilmistir. Girisi bir tas kapi
ile korunan bu kiictik yeralti sehrinde Ui kata yayilmis
bes farkli oda mevcuttur

Biinyan Yeralt: Sehri

Biinyan Yeralti Sehri’'nin de yer aldigi, Binyan'dan Gere-
me’ye dek uzanan bu kayalik sirt yiizlerce antik kaya
oymasi yapiyi barindirmaktadir ve olasilikla iclerinde
heniiz arastirilmamis baska yeralti sehirleri de vardir.
Tum bu yapilarin, 6zellikle de Biinyan’in i¢inde kalan
kismin basit bir diizenleme ile mesire yeri olmalari ve
turizme kazandirilmalari mimkindiir.
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 2

Subasi, Melikgazi, Kayseri

38%47'48.97" K 35%44'05.79" D

Cizim: Halil ibrahim Kala, Ali Yamag (Agu. 2022)
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 2

2017 yilinda 6lgtip haritaladigimiz ve Kayseri Yeralti
Yapilari Envanteri'nin 4. ve 5. ara raporlarinda yayim-
ladigimiz Subagi Manastir Kompleksi'nin sadece 20 m
glineydogusunda, ¢cokmis bir kaya yapisinin arkasinda
uzanan bu yeralti sehrini bir ihbar izerine yeni kesfettik.
Halbuki bu bélgeye sayisiz defa gelmis ve calismistik.
Bu da, yerini bilen birisi olmadik¢a bir yeralti sehrini

'SUBASIYERAL
“SEHRI NO 3

Subasi Yeralti Sehri No 2

bulabilmenin ne denli zor, hatta imkansiz oldugu-
nun bir ispati.

Déort girisinden ticti tamamen tikali olan bu yeralt
sehrinin yegane girisi, ¢céken kayalarin arasindaki dar
bir gecittendir. Kayalara oyulmus bu ilk yapi 6nce
glivercinlige cevrilip ardindan da 6n cephesi tumiiyle
cokuince terkedilmis olmali. Bu yaprile birlesik diger iki
mekanin ardinda ise her birisi 20 - 25 m? buytikligiinde
lic odasi olan ve bugiin tim yerlerinde duran bes farkli
tas kapi ile korunan bir yeralti sehri mevcuttur.

SUBAS| MANASTIR

KOMPLEKS| “*

 SUBAST YERAL‘?I

" SEHRINO 27 A
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 3

Subasi Manastir Kompleksi ve Subasi Yeralti Sehri No.
2 ile ayni kayalik duvarda ve bu yapilarin 300 m kadar
kuzeybatisinda, kiiglik ve kazilmasi yarim kalmis bir
diger savunma yapisi daha mevcuttur. “Subagi Yeralti
SehriNo. 3" olarak isimlendirdigimiz bu yapi, operasyon
odasi bulunan ama kapi tagi mevcut olmayan kisa bir
tiinelin ardindan ulasilan tek bir odadan ibarettir.

Odanin ortasindaki ana kaya, olasilikla tist kata bir diger
oda kazmak igin merdiven olarak kullanilmakta idi.
Gergekten de bu kayanin iizerinde, tavanda kazmaya

Subasi Yeralti Sehri No 3

baslanmis bir girinti mevcuttur. Ayni sekilde, odanin
glneybatisinda bulunan tiinel 2.5 m kazildiktan sonra
terk edilmistir.

Bu kiigiik yeralti sehrinin en ilging mimari 6zelligi ise
bu odanin kuzeyindeki ana duvara iki yonden girinti
yapilmasidir. Derinkuyu ve Talasira yeralti sehirleri gibi
birkag farkli 6rnekte bu girintilerin birbiriile kavusarak
yarim daire bir tiinel olusturdugu gozlenmektedir.
Yapisal olarak son derece gereksiz olan bu tiineller bazi
kaynaklarda ‘tuzak’ olarak nitelendirilse de, kanimizca
en mantikli agiklama ortada kalan kaya blogunu sokerek
odayi genisletmek icin bir tiir kazma yontemi oldugudur.

Subag:, Melikgazi, Kaysari l
Gizim: Buket Gin (May 2022)

SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI NO 3.



Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Envanteri

ALTINCI ARA RAPOR

noe

0L 0 oL

(zzoz Aep) inbzQ ziueq :wizid

a .22'00.90,9€ .lZTS.BZ,8€
uasAey| ‘eziewo] ‘nkoy njbojepeq
HFTNISITHZA VAVY N190Tvava




DADALOGLU KAYA YERLESIMLERI

Tomarza'nin bir kéyi olan Dadaloglu’nun giiney sir-
tinda buyuk bir kaya kitlesi bulunmaktadir. Kuzeybati
-glineydogu hattinda 11 km boyunca devam eden bu
kayalik sirtin Dadaloglu kéyu hizasindaki duvarlarinda
sayisiz kaya yerlesimi mevcuttur. Cok uzun bir zaman

Dadaloglu Kaya Yerlesimleri

once terkedildigi belli olan bu kaya yerlesimleri, benzer
sekilde, fonksiyonlarini bin yil kadar 6nce yitirmis ve
gecen bu stirecte farkliamaglarla kullanilarak deforme
olmus savunma yapilari da icermektedir.

Kompleksin orta kisminda bulunan iki ve dogusunda
bulunan bir diger savunma yapilarinin timiinde ope-
rasyon odalari mevcutsa da higbirinin kapi tasi yoktur.
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BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 1

Bayramhaci kéyiiniin kuzeyinde kayalara oyularak
insa edilmis bircok yapi mevcuttur. Bunlarin biiyiik bir
kismi tek odali yerleskeler veya kaya mezarlari olsa da
aralarinda bazilari bircok odayi iceren meskenlerdir.
‘Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 1’ ismini verdigimiz yer-
lesim ise bu bolgedeki tim yapilar arasinda en buyiigi
ve en karmasik olanidir. 38°48'23.06"K 34°59'40.52"D
koordinatlarinda yer alan bu kaya oymasi, ti¢ katli yapi

Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 1

ilk bakista mesken gibi goriinse de 17 m uzunlugunda
bir tiinelle baglanilan son kisim kaya oyma bir mesken
icin fazlasiyla biyuktir. Yakin zamana dek agil olarak
kullanildigi belirgin olan bu, en tist katta bes oda mev-
cuttur. Bu son kismin hem buyikligi, hem de altta
bulunan diger odalara dar bir tiinelle baglanmig olmasi
ilk insasi sirasinda farkli bir fonksiyonu olabilecegini
distndirmektedir.
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Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 1
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Tandir

Silolar —»

BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 2
Bayramhaci, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°48'16.29"K 34°59'42.27"D

Cizim: Buket Giin (Kas. 2022)




Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 2

BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NQ2 vapan bu kaya kitlesinde bir de alti odali mesken mev-

cuttur. Tas kapisi yerinde olmasa da tas kapiy1 agmak
Yukarida anlatilan 'Bayramhau Kaya Yerle§imi Nol - kapatmak icin kullanilan operasyon odasi bulunan
yapisinin 300 m kadar giineyinde, kdyiin bugiinkii  bu yapi kompleksinde zeminde silolari ve tandiri ile
yapilarina cok yakin bir noktada biiyiik bir kaya kitlesi  bir mutfak da vardir.
bulunmaktadir. Birkag farkli tekil yapiya ev sahipligi
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BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLESIMI NO 3
Bayramhaci, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°48'16.29"K 34°59'42.27"'D

Gizim: Buket Giin (Kas. 2022)

«— Tas kapi




Bayramhaci Kaya Yerlesimi No 3

BAYRAMHACI KAYA YERLE§|M| NO 3 Blogun bu kisminda dogal erozyon ¢ok fazla oldugu

ve kayaligin 6n cephesi tiimiiyle ¢oktiigi icin tiineller
Yukarida anlatilan ‘Bayramhaci Kaya YerlesimiNo 2'yapi  takip edilememekte ve yapiin tiimii hakkinda fikir
kompleksinin ustiinde, kaya blogunun zirvesine yakin  sahibi olunamamaktadir.
bir noktada tas kapili bir mesken daha bulunmaktadir.




Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Envanteri

ALTINCI ARA RAPOR

(220g 'sey) uno jaxing :wizid
a.1£'26,80.6¢ A.¥2'EC.¥G.8E
L1asAey ‘UBUISED0Y “YIouey ey

ISIdVYA YAYM M3700




Dolek Kaya Yapisi

DOI.EK KAYA YAPISI Délek Kaya Yapisi, tarlalarin iginde bulunan bir kaya

kiitlesine kazilarak insa edilmis ve bugtin biiyiik kismi
Kocasinanilgesi, Kalkancik kdyiiniin dogusunda, birvadi  ¢kmiis, ufak bir besi yeri - agildir. Civarinda hicbir
iginde yer alan ve Koruma Kurulu tarafindan 20.10.2022  yerlesim, mesken yoktur ve ilk yapim amaci da olasilikla
tarihinde 1. Derece Arkeolojik Sit olarak tescil edilen  yine agil olmalidir.
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HORIN KAYA YAPISI

Bogazkoprii, Kocasinan, Kayseri
38°46'52.98"K 35°17'17.10"D
Cizim: Ali Yamag (Kas. 2022)
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HORIN KAYA YAPISI

Bogazkoprii kdyi, Horin Mevkiinde bulunan bu tescilli
kaya yapisi buyuk olasilikla ilk kazildigi dénemde de
-aynen bugiin oldugu gibi- bir besi yeri idi. Civarinda

Horin Kaya Yapisi

baska hicbir yerlesim bulunmayan bu kayaya oyma yapi
orijinalinde ¢ok buyiik tek bir salondan ibarettir. Daha
yakin tarihlerde tas duvarlar orilerek iki ayri bolum
haline getirilmis ve yakin bir zamana dek agil olarak
kullanlmistir.
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TESEKKUR

Yuzlerce yillik bir gegmise sahip olan Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari'nin envanterlenmesi ve gelecek kusaklara
aktarilmasina yonelik destegi dolayisiyla Kayseri Biiylksehir Belediye Baskani Sayin Dr. Memduh Biyiikkili¢’a,

m Bu projeye katkilari ve bu projeden bagimsiz olarak, Tiirkiye'nin kiltiirel mirasinin korunmasina yonelik
inanilmaz gabalari dolayisiyla CEKUL Vakfi Baskani Sayin Prof. Metin Sézen’e,

m Bu projeyi yoktan var eden ve inanilmaz bireysel gayretiyle gecen sekiz yil icinde uluslararasi bir seviyeye
tastyan, yillar boyu tim sorunlarimiza ¢6ziim bulmasi ve yol géstermesinin yanisira hicbir calismamizda bizi
yalniz birakmayan sevgili dostumuz, CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatérii Sayin Prof. Osman Ozsoy’a, yiirekten
tesekkiirdi bir borg biliriz.



EK 1: PROTOKOL

KAYSERI’'DE YERALTI YAPILARI ENVANTERI

HAZIRLANMASI iSi PROTOKOLU

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kayseri merkezi ve ilgeleri Kayseri ili merkezi ve civar ilgeleri yOzyillar stiren
kesintisiz bir iskana sahiptir. Ozellikle; bélgedeki yanardaglar tarafindan yizeye
plskiren ve kalinhig yer yer 400 m'yi gegen, yumusak ve kaziimasi kolay t0f kayaclar
oyularak olusturulan yeralti sehirleri, yerlesimler, tineller Kayseri'nin tarihsel
birikiminin en Bnemli unsurlarindan biridir.

Hem Kayseri merkezde, hem de ilgelerde yaygin olarak rastlanan ve bazi
omeklerin tarihleri yOzyillara otiglen bu yeralt yerlesimlerinin yer yer hizh
yapilagmanin kurbani oldufju bilinmektedir. Malkiyetleri 2863 sayili kanunla devlete ait
olan ve ayni kanunla koruma altina alinmig olan bu yeralt yapilanna yizeydeki
herhangi bir ingaat veya temel kazisiyla zarar verilmesinin Oniine gecilmesi
gerekmektedir. Bunun ilk ve en o6nemli adimi da tim bu yeralt yapilarinin
envanterlenerek kayit altina alinmasidir. Bu envanter ¢alismas tarihi dneme sahip stz
konusu mimari yapinin haritalanmasi ve cofgrafi bilgi sistemleri aracilifiyla
konumlandinimasinin yani sira yerlestigi jeolojik birimin ilgili yer bilimi disiplinleri
agisindan incelenmesi ve bélge tarihi ile iligkilendiriimesini de kapsamalidir.

Sonug olarak; en az yeristi kadar nemli ve degerli bir yeralt) birikimine sahip
olan Kayseri'nin bu tarihsel mirasinin en kisa siirede belgelenmesi, kayitiara
gegirimesi ve tim degerleri ile bir bOtin halinde korunmaya alinmasi gerekmektedir.

MADDE 2- TARAFLAR

« BELEDIYE: Kayseri Blylksehir Belediyesi
» OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu
s CEKUL: Cevre ve Kiltir Degerlerini Koruma ve Tamtma Vakfi

V_\ T %)

Ek 1: Protokol
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2008 yilinda Istanbul'da kurulan OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu, farkli kuldp
ve derneklerden 30'dan fazla deneyimli liyeye sahiptir. Bu liyelerin yani sira, ylritllen
proje kapsaminda gesitli disiplinlerde faaliyet gosteren birgok akademisyenden de
teknik destek almaktadir. Grup daha énce Orman ve Su Ileri Bakanligi, Milli Parklar

Kahramanmarag Kuzeyi Magaralan envanterlerini tamamlamigtir. Yeralt yapilanmin
arastinimasi ve haritalanmasi konusunda Turkiye'nin en tecrilbeli magaracilarini
biinyesinde barindiran grup yeleri 2009 yilinda, proje yirtttictsi Dr. Gigdem Ayglin
nezaretinde Ayasofya ve Topkapi Sarayl yeralli yapilari aragtirma projesini
gerceklestirmigtir. Gaziantep Blyiksehir Belediyesi ve GEKUL Vakfi ile birlikte
ylritilen Gaziantep Yeraltt Yapilan Envanterleme Projesi ise gegen yil
tamamlanmigtir. Bu calismalar diginda; Nevsehir Miize Middrlugo nezaretinde
siirdirtlen Derinkuyu, Mazi, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Mize Midirdigi nezaretinde
slrdUrtlen Saratll — Aziz Mercurius yeralti sehirleri haritalama galigmalan da ekibin
ylrattgo  diger calismalardan bazilandi. OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu
Tirkiye'nin magaracilik alaninda tek streli yayinini da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginde
National Geographic ve Atlas dergilerinde yayimlanan 11 makaleye ek olarak yurtdigi
kongrelerde 8 tebli§j verimigs ve yabanci hakemli dergilerde 6 bilimsel makale
yayimlanmisgtir.

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLUN AMACI

Bu projenin amaci, Kayseri ili simirlan iginde bulunan ve farkll sebepler
ylztnden her gegen gin biraz daha tahrip olan ve bazilan timayle yok olma riski
tagiyan yeralti yapilannin; goérsel materyal ve cografi bilgi sistemi araglan ile
belgelenmesi, uygun teknik ekipmanlar kullanilarak haritalanmasi, yapiyi banndiran
jeolojik birimin ilgili yer bilimi disiplinleri agisindan incelenmesi, tarihsel siregte
yiklendigi islevler hakkinda varsa mevcut bilgilerin derlenmesi ve bitan bu ¢aligmalar
1si§inda toplanan verilerin uygun bir formata getirilerek envanterlerinin yapilmasidir,

Bu galisma; hem bazilaninin tarihi ylzyillara &lgllen bu tarihsel mirasin
korunmasini saglayacak, hem de bu yapilanin gelecekte miimkiin olabilecek kullanim
alanlannin projelendirilmesi igin bir ilk adim olacakhr,

\¥;



MADDE 4- YONTEM

= Yapilmasi planlanan galisma temel olarak Kayseri'de mevcut yeralti yapilarinin
(magara, yeralti gehri, bannak, yerlegim, tinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, dlgliimesi ve
haritalanmasindan ibarettir.

* Bu gahgma swrasinda baslangi¢ olarak Kayseri sehri alinacak, sehir
merkezindeki g¢aligmalann tamamlanmasimin ardindan galigmalar ilgelere
yinlendirilecektir.

« Caligmada agirik verilecek noktalar Kayseri BlyUkgehir Belediyesi, Kayseri
Muzesi yetkilileri ve GEKUL Vakfi'nin énerileriyle olugturulacaktir.

+ Ik agamada, hakkinda bilgi sahibi olunan tim yeralti yapilar bolge haritasi
Uzerine isaretlenecek, ardindan sehir merkezinden baglayarak tum bolgede
yeralt yapilari aragtirmasina gegilecekdtir.

* Bu, ikinci agamada, varhginin bilgisine sahip olunan tim yapilar tespit edilip
olgilecek ve ana plana islenecektir. Tanel, yeralt sehri gibi arkeolojik ve mimari
oneme sahip yapilar ise; mimari dlgimler diginda, edim ve yénleri de digiilerek
arastinlacak, ylizeye baglantli olduklan noktalar referans alinarak mimk(n
oldugunca dodru bir gekilde blge ylizey haritasina igleneceklir,

= Bu galisma sirasinda; her yeralti yapisi ayr bir foy halinde envanterlenecek,
yapinin plani, gizimi, tzellikleri ve fotograflan bu sekilde; ayn figler halinde
kayda alinacaktir.

MADDE 5- GALISMA EKiBI

Proje, OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu'na tiye magaracilar ve OBRUK Magara
Aragtirma Grubu'nun bilimsel gézlem ve olasi teknik incelemeleri kapsayan
tamamlayic faaliyetleri gergeklestirmek Uzere anlaghig ve taraflar larafindan
onaylanan istirakgiler tarafindan yorittlecektir.

Yeralt 6lglim galigmalannda 3, azami 4 kigilik ekipler halinde gahisiimasi ideal
oldugu igin, bu projede gérev alacak ekip gogunlukla giin bagina 4-6 kisi civarinda
olacaktir. Olgim ve haritalama galismalan yani sira gergeklestirilecek bir bagka
galigma daha mevcut ise ekip azami 6-8 kigi olacakir.

Q f %

Ek 1: Protokol
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MADDE 6- SURE

Elimizde Kayseri yeralti yapilarina ait herhangi kapsaml bir veri olmamasi ve
bdigede daha @nce tespit ediimis baz yeralt yapilanmin buyuklogh goz Gnine
alindiinda bahsi gegen projenin yaklagik 0¢ yil ve toplam 1400 adam/g(in stirebilecegi
ongdrilmektedir,

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

» Belediye'nin Yukumltklikleri;

A. Calhgmanin idaresinin saglanmasi,

B. Bir kismi dzel millkiyette, diger bir kismi ise kamu alanlarinda yer alan
tim yeralti yapilarin aragtinimas igin gerekli izinlerin sézl velveya yazili
olarak alinmasi,

C. Igin yapilabilmesi igin caligma ekibinin ihtiyag duyacadi; ulagim,
konaklama, iage giderlerinin kargilanmasi.

=  OBRUK'un YokUmltltkieri;

A. Kayseri ili sinirlari iginde mevcut yeralti yapilanmin (magara, yeralt sehri,
barinak, yerlesim, tinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, dlgtiimesi, haritalanmasi ve
envanterlerinin yapilmasi,

B. Arastirma sirasinda galisilacak yeralti yapilarinda rastlanabilecek highir
tarihi buluntuya dokunulmadan korunmasi,

C. Mimari yapilarin yani sira tom buluntulanin fotograflarla belgelenmesi,

D. Tarihsel neme sahip herhangi bir buluntu ile karsilagiimas: durumunda
yetkililere bildirilmesi,

E. Calismaya katlan ekibin, is govenliinin saglanarak olasi kazalara
yénelik dnlemlerin alinmasi,

« CEKOL'On Yukamlolokleri;
A. Calismanin koordinasyonu ve sekretarya gérevieri GEKUL Vakfi Kayseri
Temsilcilidi tarafindan yuritilecektir.
(7
o
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MADDE 8- DIGER HUKUMLER

A. Caligma esnasinda meydana gelebilecek can ve mal kayiplarindan Belediye
ve CEKUL sorumlu tutulamaz.

B. Caligma argivieri ve giktilan Belediye've ait olup, Belediye'den izin
almaksizin kullanlamaz ve yayinlanamaz.

MADDE 9-YORUTME/YURURLUK

A. Isbu protokel imzalandii tarinten itibaren ylrirloge girer.

B. Protokolden dofjan ihtilaflar iyi niyet cercevesinde tarafiar arasinda gozime
kavugturulmaya cahgiir. Bu mimkin olmadii lakdirde Kayseri
Mahkemeleri yetkilidir.

C. Dokuz (9) maddeden olugan bu protokol ilgili taraflarca 3 nUsha olarak
weaelsa o [2017 tarihinde imzalanmistir,

=
A yi ;sozen All M. YAMAG
I3 akfi OBRUK

i

Ek 1: Protokol
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EK 2: SUNUM VE YAYINLARIMIZ

“Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari Envanteri Projesi’ne basladigimiz 27 Aralik 2013 tarihinden bugiine dek gegen sekiz
yili agkin siire zarfinda bu yapilarla ilgili olarak yurt iginde ve yurt disinda toplam 27 yayin yapildi ve bu proje
baslamadan 6nce ¢ok az yayini olan Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari artik diinya capinda bir 6neme kavustu.

Gegtigimiz dokuz yil icinde Kayseri Yeralti Yapilari ile ilgili olarak alti uluslararasi sempozyum sunumu yaptik,
ulusal ve uluslararasi dergilerde ise toplam 21 makalemiz yayimlandi. Bu yayinlarin 16 tanesi daha dnce basilan
bes farkli ara raporumuzun ekinde mevcuttu.

Bir onceki ara raporumuzun yayimlandigi Subat 2019 tarihinden bugiine dek gegen ii¢ yil icinde yayimlanan
diger 11 makaleyi ise asagidaki sayfalarda okuyabilirsiniz.
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Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

KAYSERi DEKI KORAMAZ VADISI, (;OGU BiZANS DONEMINE TARIHLENEN YAKLASIK 40 KADAR KAYA
KlLISESINE EV SAHIPLIGI YAPIYOR. BUNLARDAN BENZERSIZ FRESKLERLE SUSLENMI$ ISBIDIN KAYA
I(ll.lSESI KORUNMADIGl ICIN 1000 YILLIK BU NADIR DUVAR RESIMLERINI KAYBEDIYOR. ALMAN
OSTALB- KIRCHHEIM MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUBU VE TURK OBRUK MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUBU BU
MAGARAY! HARITALADI VE DUVAR RESIMLERININ SON DURUMUNU BELGELEDI.

yazi ve fotograflar: RAINER STRAUB

APADOKYA, masalsi kaya
n olugumlart ve dikkat gekici

kaya mimarisi iinlii, UNESCO
Dilnya Miras: listesinde 1985'ten beri
yer alan Kapadokya, her yil, diinyanin
dart bir yamndan yaklagik 2,5 milyon
turist tarafindan ziyaret ediliyor. in-
sanlann neden bu gizli vadilere yerles-
tigini ve yeraltinda bu denli muhtesem
yapilar yarat ifim anlamak igin, bilge-
nin degisen tarihine bakmak gerekir.
Tarihte, Kapadokya magaralan ile il-
gili ilk metne, MO 370>te “Anadolu’da
yeraltinda ev insa eden” insanlardan
bahseden Yunanl yazar Xenophon'un
Anabasis adh kitabinda rastlamir. Ko-
nut magaralann inga edildigi ilk tarih
belirsiz. Olusturulan ilk yapilar bilge
Hitit Imparatorlugusna aitken, Tung
Cagrnda koruma ve depolama amach
kullamlms. ibadet amagh kullanilan

ilk kaya kiliseleri ve manastirlar ise,
gizli vadilerde, bastinlmig Hristiyan
inancin yaymak igin kiigiik gruplar ta-
rafindan insa edilir.

Hristiyan inancinin, Roma’daki ¢ok
tannl inang ile esit gorildigiini be-
lirten Milano Fermani'min (M.S. 313)
kabul edilmesiyle birlikte, valmzca
bazi topluluklarca benimsenen yagam
sekli, Hristiyan gruplar tarafindan ge-
nigletilir. Bolgedeki huzurlu atmosfer,
7. yviizyilda Persler ve Araplann istila-
si ile bozulur, inananlar ibadetlerini
gizlice yerine getirmek zorunda kahr,
Kiliselerde bulunan duvar resimlerine
ve ikonalara 726 yilinda getirilen ya-
saktan Kapadokya kaya kiliselerinin
duvarlarini siisleyen resimler de dogal
olarak etkilenir. Imparatori¢e Theodo-
ra'nin 843 yilinda bu yasag kaldirma-
sivla birlikte, kaya kiliselerinin ingasi
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ve duvar siislemeleri yeniden yogun-
lagir. Bu insalar siiresince, 13. yiizyila
kadar cok sayida fresk yapilir.

Avanos, Urgiip ve Nevsehir arasinda
merkezi bir konumda bulunan Gére-
me Milli Parki, bu egsiz fresklere ev
sahipligi yapan bir¢ok kaya kilisesini
barindinyor. Kaya Kkiliseleri sadece bu
bilgede degil Kayseri'deki Koramaz
Vadisi'nde de yogun olarak goriiliir. Bu
bolgede vaklagik 40 adet kaya Kilise
bulunuyor. Bu benzersiz yapilrdn Ishi-
din Kaya Kilisesi, Bagpinar Kiyil'niin
(eski adiyla “Isbidin”) batisinda yer
alan bir kayaya oyulmus. Kilise, 1185
metre yiiksekligindeki vadiyi bitisi&in-
deki platoya kadar sinirlayan 10 metre
yiiksekligindeki kaya duvarinin etegin-
de konumlanmig. Isbidin Kaya Kilise-
si, 2017 yihinda Ali Yamag tarafindan
haritalandi. Agustos 2018'de Kilisede
yer alan freskler, artan hasan ve van-
dalizmi belgelemek amaciyla Rainer,
Cornelia ve Lena Straub (Ostalb-Kir-
chheim Magara Aragtirma Grubu) ve
Obruk Magara Arastirma Grubu'nun
yvaptifi arastirma projesi kapsaminda
Bilgin Yazhk tarafindan fotograflandi.

ORTAK MIMARI DIl

Bizans kaya kiliselerinin mimari yapi-
s1 ve formlan bir ortak iisluba sahip;
bunla Istidin Kilisesi'ne de gbze gar-
par, Déneminin ortak mimari formlan,
tonozlar, siitun yapilari ve nisgler, ana
kayadan baslanarak yeraltina dogru
(negatif mimari) oyulmustur. Dikdbrt-
gen geklindeki tek odadan olugan ki-
lise girisi, kubbe formunda bir tavana
sahiptir, Yaklasik bir metre genisligin-
deki girisin yukarisinda bagka bir kub-
be kalintisi gbze carpar. Avlu oldugu-
nu tahmin ettigimiz bu yapimin bilyiik
bir kismu tahminen yiizyillar igerisinde
cokmiis. Bunun disinda, kilise girisinin
yukarsina oyulmus yuvarlak kemer-
ler mevcut. Girigteki boya aruklan,
bu bélgenin bir zamanlar giz alict bir
sekilde bovandigini belgeliyor. Tavan
dikiintiilerivle kismen bloke edilmis
bir kapidan, ana odanin sol tarafinda
bulunan baska bir odaya gecilebiliyor.
Gegis igin, henilz kapanmamg 40-50
cm genisligindeki acikhk kullanihyor,

Kilise girisinin sag tarafinda, kili-
senin ana odasiyla aym mimari yapi-

da, 14 metrekare geniglifinde bagka
bir oda bulunuyor, Bu oda, kilisenin
on avlusundan kazilmus ya da parga-
lanmig moloz ile dolu. Odanin tavan,
benzeri bulunmayan yekpare bir tab-
lo gibi goz alici fresklerle siislenmis,
Biiyiik bir oyma Bizans hagi, Giiney
duvarmin ortasinda, Hristivan haci-
lardan kaldifr diigiiniilen diger hag-
larin yaminda yer ahyor. Isbidin Kaya
Kilisesi, doguda yiikselen giines ile
hizalanmis, Bu durum, dirilisin de
bir anlamda semboliidiir diyebiliriz.
Oda, dogu ugta yanm daire bigimli
bir apsisle bitiyor. Kilisenin ic odasi,
50 metrelik bir taban alamina sahip.
Bu odada, Kiliseve paralel bir sekilde
konumlandinlmig 1 x 1 metrelik iig ko-
lon bulunuyor, Kolonlarin olugturdugu
yaklasik bir metre genisligindeki ko-
ridorun dogu ucunda Kiigiik bir apsis
bulunuyor, Apsisin tavamini olusturan
kubbeye, siisleme amagh nigler oyul-
mus. Kilisenin zemin alaninin sonra-
dan moloz ile dolduruldugu biliniyor.
Bu sebeple orijinal kilise tabam hali-
hazirda goriilemiyor. Kilisedeki duvar
stislemelerinden en etkileyici olanlar,




tavanda ve duvarlarda kalan freskler,
Bunlr, kilisenin bir zamanlar tamamen
tek parca bir tablo gibi resimlerle be-
zenmig oldu@unu gisteriyor.

YASAYAN SAHESERLER

Boyvama i¢in piirizsiiz, diiz bir yiizey
sunan birkag santimetre kalinhgindaki
algr swa tabakasi, resimlerin altinda
kolayca fark edilir. Kilise tavam ve du-
varlarinda ¢ok sayida renkli fresk gize
carpiyor. Fresklerde Hz. Isa'min dogu-
mu, carmiha gerilisi ve cennete yiikse-
lisi gibi sahneler betimleniyor. Tavanda
bulunan fresklerden bazilan, merkez-
deki bilyiik resmin etrafina siralanms
daha kiiciik resimlerden olusuyor. Ne
yazk ki, kilisede bulunan resimlerin
gogu yillar icinde biyiik tahribata ug-
ramig. Resimlerin renkleri ve detaylar
incelendiginde, saheser olarak nite-
lendirilebilecek derecede etkileyici ve
uyumlu olduklar goriilebilir. Bu ben-
zersiz betimlemelerin 11. yada 12. yiiz-
yildan kaldiklan diigiiniiliiyor. Ote yan-
dan, kirmizi renkli zikzak cizgiler gibi
basit siislemeler daha erken bir kitkene
isaret edebilir. Detayh tarihleme bugii-

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

ISPIDIN KAYA KILISESI

n Kayl, Ka
4&'43?5“' K, 35°39'03.34" D

Gizirm: Al Yamacg (Aralik 2017)

o'mag

ne kadar yapilmamig.

Bu kaya kilisesi herhangi bir koruma
tedbirine sahip degil ve erisime tama-
men agik. Girig kapisina, igeriye girisi
engellemek ve kaya kiliseyi korumak
amaciyla yapilmis kafes seklindeki de-
mir kapi 2018 yilinda ne yazik ki defi-
neciler tarafindan kirilmis, Olay éince-
sinde, duvarlarda 19. ylizyildan kaldig
dilgiiniilen grafitiler tespit edildi. Olay
sonras: bu zarara ek olarak, merkezi
ilk siitunun dogusunda bulunan fresk-
lere bityilk zarar verilmis. Yikintilarin
altinda gekice benzer bir ¢cubuk ve bir
levye tespit edildi. Bu aletlerin Kilise-
ye zarar verilmek igin kullamldig: tah-
min edilivor. Yeni izlerin yaminda, dini
icerikli daha eski izler de goriilmekte.
Fresklerin ¢ogu, bu eylem sonucun-
da zarar grmiis ve azizlerin yiizleri,
dzellikle de gozleri belirgin gekilde
yok edilmig. Kilisenin ana tavam, yaki-
lan ates sebebiyle bilyiik zarara ugra-
mig. ancak kilisenin giineyinde kalan
resimlerin giirece daha iyi durumda
olduklan sbylenebilir. Buradaki yikim
o kadar yogun ki Prof. Nilay Coragan
Karakaya'nin 2013 yilinda Kayseri An-

siklopedisi'nde “Ispudin Kaya Kilise-
si” bashgiyla yayimladigi maddesinde
bahsi gegen fresklerin neredeyse tiimii
artik yokolmus durumda.

Ishidin Kaya Kilisesi, Bizans donemi
Hristiyan sanat ve mimarisi adina bii-
yilk dnem tagivor. Ne yazik ki, kilisede
bulunan essiz tasvirler bilyiik bir zara-
raugratilmg. Kilisenin erigime agik ol-
masi, eserlerin korunmasini zorlagtiri-
yor. Girigin kapatilmamasi durumunda
hasarin artmasi kaginilmaz. Bu sebep-
le, bu benzersiz yvapimin derhal korun-
masi ve restore edilmesini umuyoruz.
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Mitt. Verb. dt. Hohlen- v, Kamstforscher
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5-1 Miinchen 2019

Dic Untcrgrund-{:hristcn -
Ishidin Kaya Kilisesi, eine stark E;:Eihrdcrc Hihlenkirche in Kappaduki:n

yon

Ramen Srosve, Bioces Yazom und A Yaseac

Kurzfassung

Eine mn beeindruckenden chnsthichen Fresken geschmiickes
Hihlenkirche in Fentml-Anarolien, Tirkel, droht unwieder-
1.000 Jahre alven
Malereien zeugen von der einzigartigen christlichen Hahlenar-
chirektur in Kappadokien, die es unbedingt ru schiitzen g,
Der vorliegende Beitrag swelle cine nahezu unbekannee Hihlen

kirche im Koramaz-Tal vor und dokomentiers erstmalsg dee far

benprachtigen Malereien sowie den akruellen Eshaltungeustand

dieses etnmigarngen Bauwerks.

brnglch zersiéire m werden. Dhe ecwa 800

Abstract
A cave church with impressive Chirisnian frescos in central Ana
tolia 5 Facing the risk of being dessructed irrevocably, The 500
1000 pears obd paintings are pare of the unique Christian “Cave
archirecture” n Cappadocia, chus it 1s essential to protecs them,
This anicle presents a neardy unknown cave church i the Ko
ramaz valley, documentng the colocful paintings as well a5 the
currens condition of this inimirable mommens for the Arst ime

Einleitung

e zenrralanarolsche Region Kappadokien wse fiir thre mischen

haft wirkenden Felstiirme, erodierten Gestetnsformarionen und
eine bemerkensweme Hihlenarchmekour bekanne. Uncerindi

sche Wohn- und Klosterkomplese, ja ganze Stadoe wurden v
Menschenhand, vermulsch besests seir der friithen Bronzezen, in
das relanv weiche Tuffgestein gehaven. Diese Gesteine entstan

den durch die Ablagerungen der seir rund 20 Mo, Jahren bis in
friihgeschichdiche Lein akaven Vulkane Erciyes Dain siidlich von
Kavseri, Hasan Diagn siidistlach von Aksaray, Melendz Dag o

wie anderer kleinerer Vulkane. Bes zu 2,5 Mo, Tosinizven aus aller
Wele besuchen ghdich Kappadokien, das seit 1985 zum Weltkul

turerhe der UNESCO gehire. Zenrral ewischen Avanos, Urgiip
und Nevychir liege der Nationalpark Gireme mit setnen Felsen

denkmilern und emnigen viel beacheeren Hahlenkinchen wie 2B
der Elmali-Kirche [ Apfelkirche™) oder der Tokali-Kirche. Besde

reigen gut evhalens, farbenprachnipe Fresken aus dem 10. - 12
Jh. Bis heure wurden in Bappadokien mehrere Tausend Hahlen-
kirchen gefunden.

Wemper bekanns sind dse Hohlenkomplexe auflethalb der zen-
tralen Begion um Géreme, so erwa die bemalie Hohlenkirche 1s-
badin Kaya Kilises: {Ishidin-Hihlenkirche) im Koramaz-Tal nahe
der Provinzhaupestadt Kayseri. 2017 exfolgee die Vermessung der
Kirche dusch Al Yamag. Im Augus 2018 wurde die Hahle durch
Rainer, Cornelia und Lena Seranb (Hahlenforschungsgruppe
Ostalb-Karchherm e %) und Bilgin Yazlik im Rabhmen der Obruk
Cave Research Expedivion fograbers, um die zunchmende Zer

stirung der Hohlenksrche und ihrer Fresken ru dokumenmeren.

Ishidin Kaya Kilisesi

Dz kleine Hohlenkirche liegt im Koramaz-Tal zrka 16 km NMNE
von Kayseri. Dias erwa zwialf Kilomeser lange Tal 2 mirka 300 m
tief in diz Ebene singeschnizten und wurde vermutlich durch wek-
wonische Bewegungen in Folge von Erdbeben gebalder. 19 Cuellen
A:P!IH!I'I. den Koramaz-Fluss, der Gamen, Felder und dppigen Wald
mit koubarem Wasser versorgr. Vom L5M) m hoch gelegenen
Dioed Biyak Baringiiz im Chween verdauh das fruchebare Tal in
Ot West-Richmung bis nach Bagpunar (1165 m Hohe) am wes-
lichen Talende. Fiinf weitere Dirfer liegen im bew. entlang des
Tals.

Dz Ishadin-Hohlenkirche wurde unweir des Diocfes Bagponar
[ehem. Mame Ishidin®} in dee Felsen gehauen. See liegr am Fuls
aner erwa 10 m hohen Felswand, dee das Tal nach oben hin oer
Hochflache begrenze, in 1185 m Hahe.

Geschichte

Um zu versichen, warum Menschen in diesen versteckeen Tilern
gesiededt und solche prachovollen chrstlichen Bauweske im Un-
wergrunad exschaffen haben, e ein Blick auf die wechsedhafie Ge
schichse der Regon erfordedsch.

Aufgrund von Siedbungsspuren konme nachgewiesen werden,
dass die Regeon Kappadokien berests in vorchnistlicher Zeit be-

Abb. 1: Panoramaanfmabme des Koramaz-Tals; Foto R Straub
M. Verb. di. Hoblen- w. Kamthorscher 65 (1+2)
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siedels war. Wann die ersten Wohnhahlen gebaur wurden, iz
unklar. Wahrscheinlich entsianden ersie Bawen zu Schusie- und
Lagerzwecken in der Bronzezenr, abs die Region zum hetha
schen GroBresch gehiicre. Die erste schrafiliche Erwihnung der
kappadokischen Hihlen finder sich im Geschichrswerk Ana
basis des Erim'hischnn Schriftstellers T'{znul:lhnn, der 370 wor
Christus von  Menschen in Anatolien, die thre Hauser unter der
Erde pebaus harren®, spriche. Ersce Hihlenkirchen und Kloster-
anlagen entszanden in den versteckeen Tilern vermutlich durch
Einssedler und Kleingruppen, die sich ab dem ersten Jahrhun
dert in die Emnsamkein zurickzogen, um ihren damaks noch
unrerdriickten chrasdlichen Glauben xu verbreiten. Sie nuzoten
berests vorhandens Hohlen aus frihchnsticher Zeir oder gru
ben esgene Hohlen in die Felslandschafe. Min dem Erlass des
Mailander Toleranzedikis von 313, in dem festpeschricben wur
de, dass der christhiche Glaube nun min dem romischen Viel
Emwrglaub::n {Polythesmus) gleichgesellr ist, folgren ithnen
immer gridler werdende christhche Gruppen, die oun 1o ceils
klisterichen Gemeinschafien siedelten. Als im 7. Th. Ferser und
Araber vermehre in die Region Kappadokien etndrangen, waren
die Gememschafien geewungen, thren Glauben tm Verborgenen
zu prakozseren. Das sog. Byzannische Bilderverbo® von 726
untersagee das Anbeten von Géten”™ brw, Heiligenbildern und
Fiihre zur .ﬁ.:luu.ns der Heibgendarseellungen. Erst nachdem
Kasenin Theodora 843 das Bilderverbot aufhob, insensivierte
sich erneut der Bau von Hahlenkirchen und es entstanden bas in

das 1}, Jh. zahlreiche Fresken.

Architekiur

Wie bei viclen kappadokaschen Kirchen dienten awch bei der
Ishidin-Hahkenkirche die aus Stein ernchieren byzannnischen
Kirchen als Vorbild. Damaks dbliche Architekrur und Baufor
men wurden abs | Negarvarchaektur® mit Gewdlben, Saulen
konsirukunonen und Nischen aus dem massiven Felsen gehaven.
e Ishidin-Hohlenkirche orsentiert sich in threr Bauform an
einer tonnengewilbien rechieckigen Einraumkirche.

Uber dem erwa einen Merer breiren Eingang ist der Fels leicht
iibevhingend und e sind Reste einer Kuppel vorhanden. Ver
mutlich war dieses Vordach ehemals starker ausgeprige und st
iiber die Jahrhunderte eingestiirze. Ein westerer teils verschiine
rer Eingang fihrt hnkerhand in sinen Raum, der sich rakseing
var der cigentlichen Kirche befinder — er ist nur durch ein erwa
40 - 50 cm breites Fenster miz dem Kirchenraum verbunden.
Uber dem Héhleneingang sind Rundbgen in den Felsen gehau
en. Farbreste am I.'mq.:lr-E;:berzm['l laszen erkennen, dazs dieser
einst lenchrend bemals war (Abb. 2, 3).

Rechis des Kircheneingangs b-t'l'indc: sich ein weiterer erwa 14
m* grofier Raum mn Tonnengewdlbe — er ist hewte mir Schun
vam Vorplarz der Birche angefiills (Abb. 4). Auffallend 152 ein
umlaufendes, die Gewilbedecke abgrenzendes Zier-Fries. Ein
Brnlh; ein_-q,l:rrxiﬂeh:u: ,H]':amin'uclml. Kreur® befinder nch mn
vig der sidlichen Wand neben unzihligen Grischischen, Do
ped- und Apfelkreuren, die als Hinserlassenschafren chriselicher
Pilger zu deuren sind.

Die Hahlenkirche 1s1 nach Osten mur aqu,uhnndn:n Sonne aus
genchtet, dem Symbol der Auferstechung. An threm Gstlichen
Ende schlielic sie miz einer halbrunden Apsis ab. Der Innenraum
umifasst emne GrundHiche von etwa 50 m®, unterbrochen von
chemals dres etwa | x | m messenden ':-'iu]:'n. die einen parallel
zur Kirche verlaufenden schmalen Quergang balden. Evensuell
wunde hier eine sog. Zwergpalene baulich interpresiert, Am st
lichen Ende des etwa 1 m bresten Gangs befindet sich eine wene
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Abb. 2 und 3: Eingang rar lsbidin-Hahlenkirche: Foto aben B. Yazlk,
unten K. Stub

T

Abb. 4: Wesilachster Vor-Ranm®™ mit unierschiedlichen Krewz-Darsiel-
lungen in der sadlichen Wand; Foto R. Serauh

Mitt. Werh. dt. Hahlen- u. Karscforscher 6% (1+2)
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re kleinere Apsss. Mitrig in Verlingerung des Eingangs befindes
sich an der Diecke eine Kuppel. An der Siid- und Westseite wur
den einige Nischen singehaven. Der Bodenbereich ise autgefiillr,
sodass der ehemals echte Kirchenboden derzeir niche ru erken
nen ist. Besonders beaind ruckend sind die verbliebenen Fresken
an der Decke und den Winden. Ex scheinr, als se1 der gesamie

Kirchenraum ehemals farbag bemals gewesen.

Abb. 6: Lingsachse des Kirchenranms in West-Ost-Bxchiung: Foto R
Straub

Abb. 5: Detailplan der Dibidin Hahlenkirche: Vermessung und Zesch
nung Al Yamag 2017

Malerei
Gur zu erkennen ist eine 1 - 2 cm starke Gapsputz-Schichs, die
vor der Bemalung auf den Felsen aufgetragen wurde und so eine
[5e Isbadin-Hohlenkiz
, teils our als Reste echaltene farbenpric

glarse, ebene Flache zur Bemalung b
che enthilt
]:r-r-.l:cn. 5
Him

e
a2 zeigen Szenen wie Hirtenverkiindung, Geburt Jesu,
und die Bilder in Form

runder Medalbon-Darssellungen sowie umlaufender Szenen in

fahre und Kreuzigung. T

den Deckenkuppeln gemale. Leider sind viele der Malereien in
der Hahlenkirche im Laufe der lexzren B0 - 1004 Jahre zerstcm
worden.

e Malersen bestechen durch ihre Detalorewe, Harmonie und
Farbpracht — sie kiinnen wahrlich als Meisterwerke berschnes
werden (Abb. 8, 7). Ex wird derzeir angenommen, dass die Fres
ken aiis dem 11 - 12, Jh. stammen. Einzelne einfache Chrnamen
te (Abb. 10} wie die schlichten Eickracklinien mit roter Farbe
kiinnten auf eine Frithere Entsichung hindeuten. Dietaillierte
Aufnahmen der Darstellungen und Danerungen sind bislang
nsche erfolgt.

Efr:.l-ii-run;. n.rrd Schutz i ] 3 Abb. 7: Damstellungen der Erzengel Michael und Gabriel unter dem
e Hihle 152 fres ruganglich. Ein embaches Gittertor wurde im o open Tomnengewilbe des Kirchenraums, Blickrichtung Ost West;
Herhst 2018 knider wieder aufgebrochen. Foto B Serauh

Auffallend sind neben den Giblichen Graffu, die vorwiegend aws

dem 19, Jh. stammen, vicle mutwillige Spuren der Zerstisrung,

So wurde die zentrale erste Sdule Gulich des Eingangs brachial ~ Hahlenkirche st die Decke durch Fackeln und Feuer stark ver

herausgebrochen und ihre Fresken dabes zerstort. Abb. 11 und  rufs, jedoch snd unter der RuBschiche noch schanbar gut er
12 zeigen den Vergleich dieses Wandbereschs zwischen 2005 und  hakene Malerewen zu exkennen (Abb. 7).

2018. Im Bodenschuir awischen heruntergebrochenen Wandeei

len fanden sich noch ein Hammerstiel sowie ain Rohr, das als Zusammenfassang

Brechsrange diente. Weitechin zeigen sach awch dlrere, mhigios  Dhe Ibidin-Hohlenkinche zesgt fir die Region Kayseri esnmalige
maivieree Spuren der Zerstorung. So snd viele der Fresken mir byzanunische Fresken, dievermuslich ins 11. - 12, Jh. zo darseren
Sricken zerkratm und den Gesichs

o der Helligen wurden die sind. Diie Urspriinge der Kirche kinnten sogar noch weter 1o

Augen brw. deren Blicke® entfernt, Im zentralen Bereich der  riickgehen (Ozpex & Arsiay 2008}, Lesder und die chnstlichen

Mere Verh, de. Hiblen- w Karaforscher 65 (1+2) 27
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Abb. 11: Ansiche in Richiu .T'_ingi.n.g—-:li-e rechie erste {zentrale) Saulke
war mam Zeitpunks der Aufnahme am I7. August 2015 noch imtake

Fotos Prof. Nilay Karakaya

Abb. 12: Ansxcht in Richtung Eingang vom 31. Angast 2018 — heate ist
die rechite erste Siule heramsgebrochen und Wandsckaiee liege am Besden
der Hibklenkirdhe; Foto R Straub

sl Abb. 13: GroBflachiger Abbruch der zentralen Saule und ibrer Male
Abk. 8, 9: Wand-Fresken; Fotas B. Straub resen;: Foto B Strah

- 4l Abb. 14: Am Boden licgende Fels- und Freskenfragmente sowic Werk
Abb. 10; Einfache Fickrack-Ormamente; Foto . Straub zeuge der Lerssirung; Foio B. Stranb

28 Mitt. Viesh. di. Hehlen- u. Karscforscher 65 (1+2)



Darsrellungen murwilligen ZerstGrungen ausgeserze. Als wich
tiges Kulturerbe byzantinischer Hahlenarchicekour gilt s, die
Hihlenkirche und thre farbenprachugen Malersien umpehend
xu schiitzen und sowen wie maglich zu restauneren. Aufgrund

des fehlenden Hihlenverschlusses iz mir wetrerem Vandalssmus
und unwiederbringlichen Zerstrungen m rechnen.

Dank

Unser Dank gile den Vermakungen der Seadre Kaysers und Me
Likgazi und Prof. Dr. Osman Ozsoy. Prof. Nilay Kamkaya ver
danken wir das Foto aus dem Jahr 2015
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Abb. 15, i Herausgessochene Gesichter und Augenpartien sowie reli
gids motivierte Kratzspuren an Haligendarstellungen; Foto R Straub

Mh. 2367 Sk. No. 1r30), Mehkgazi, Kaysen, Tiirke, balgin @er
\.i:um-u:'knnnpa:'lc.n:um: Al Yamag, Obruk Cave Research G rusLp,
Actkhava Apr. Mo, 160/7 Kadigalar Cad. Nisantasi, [sanbul,
Tiirkes, ayamac@gmail.com, heip-/fwww.obruk onglyayin/41

Kurzmitteilung

10. Symposium ,Verkarstung in Stiddeutschland® am 23. November 2019 in Laichingen

Der Hihlen- und Hetmarverein Laichingen kitndigr das 10.
Symposum Neckarstung in Soddewtschland” an, das am 23
November 2019 in Laschingen stardfineden soll. Es wisd um An
mekiung von Vomragen {Daver ca. 3 Minuren) gebewen. Dee
Beicrage kinnen folgende Themenbereiche (bezogen auf den sid
dewschen Baum) umfassen:

* Marphologe und Genese des obenindischen Karsts

* Charaktensierung, Lagening und Ensstehung von
Karstsedimensen

* Héhleninhale {(Hihlensedimente, Hohlensinter, Mineraloge)

* Enssschung und Aker von Hihlensysiemen

= Speliomorphologie, Klenformen

- I':.L'F‘Ih'l.lll.' }\.i]"-ll'l'u'l.‘lrlll_l'\.'ﬂlﬂpl' IJI'II.‘I E'l'udmgrﬂphn:

Anmebdungen von Vorerigen sind zu ncheen an: ‘Wolfgang UF
reche, Hhlen- und Heimarverein Laichingen V., Kaisersir 45,
70599 Stutegart, e-mail: wolfalliufrecht® tonline.de

M. Verb. di. Hoblen- w. Kamstforscher 6% (1+2)

Dher Blautogf in Blanbeuren: Foto Maraus Balds
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i Celememm

Kayseri'nin Yeralti Medeniyeti

OBRUK MAGARA ARASTIRMA GRUBU

[Kayseri Belediyesi icin hozrlancn rapordan dzetlenmistir,)

Fotograflar: Ali Ethem Keskin

Tirkiye'nin uzun ve derin magaralannda galisan oz soyida
magaracinin bir araya geldigi OBRUK Magara Arastirma
Grubu, bu nemli faaliyetlerinin yanisira uzun soluklu yeralt
yapilan projeleriyle de taninmistir. Bu calismalarnimizin ilki,
Dr. Cigdem Aygiin yénetimindeki bir proje kapsominda
2008-2009 yillannda Ayasofya ve Topkapi Sarayi yeralt:
yapilanmin arashnlmasi, élglilop haritalanmasi projesidir.
Biyuk tarihsel Gneme sahip bu yapilarnn, uzman mogaracilar
tarafindan yapiya hicbir zarar vermeksizin ve yer yer dikey
madaracilik teknikleri de kullanilarak arastinimas: acisindan
bu ¢alisma énemli bir dénim noktasi olarak kabul edilebilir
Bu proje kapsaminda Istanbul’un “Tarihi Yarmada” olarak
bilinen bélgesinde 32 sarig &lciilip haritalanmis ve cogu
Ayasofya altinda, foplam vzunlugu 2.000 metreye ulasan
tinel ve kanal kesfedilip arostnlmishr.

Ekim 2011 tarihinde CEKUL Vakfi Gaziantep Koordinatéri
Zafer Okuducu ile yopilan gérisme sonucu kendisine
Gaziantep'in yeralh yapilannin arastinlmasi icin bir proje
taslagr sunulmus, projenin enaylanmas sonucu Ocak 2012
torihinde Gaziantep'te yeralh yopiloninin arastinlmasi,
envanterlenmesi ve haritalanmasi projesine baslamilmistir
Yaklasik bir yil siren bu calisma sirosindo Goziantep
sehrinin icinde ve yakin civannda 46 yeralti yapisi
arastinlomshr. Bu calisma sirasinda 90.000 m? yiizélgimine
sahip Asri Mezarlik Magaralan gibi cok dnemli yeralh
yapilannin yanisira, Goziantep icin farihsel degeri biyiik
olan su kanallan ve kastel denilen yerclh su kullamm
mekanlan detayl bir sekilde arastinimis ve envanterlenmistir.

27-29 Aralik 2013 tarihinde Koyseri sehri ve civannda
yaph@imiz 8n arastirmanin ardindan CEKUL Vekii Kayseri
Koordinatéri Prof, Dr.Osman Qzsoy ve Kayseri Biyliksehir
Belediyesi ile yapilan gérismeler sonucunda bélgenin
yeralt yapilarinin arastnlmas, élciilip haritalanmas:

ve envanterlenmesine yénelik protokol Koyseri Blylksehir
Belediyesi, CEKUL Viakh ve OBRUK Magara Arastrma
Grubu tarafindan imzalanmishr. Bu protokola istinaden

25 Ocok 2014 tarihinde basloyen galismalonmiz bugine
dek alt arashirma ile strmistir. Bu cahismalanmiz sirasinda
daha énce higbir kaynakte bahsedilmeyen birgok yeni
yeralt sehri kesfedilmis, arastinlmis ve haritalanmistir.

oS
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Kayseri ve ilcelerini kapsayan tim
akademik yaymnlar gézden gegirildi

Bu calismamiz sirasinda

daha énce hicbir kaynakta
bahsedilemeyen bircok yeni

yer alt sehri kesfedilmis,
arastinlmis ve haritalandirlmistir

Projenin uygulanma sekli

* Calismanin baslangi asomasinda Kayseri sehri

ve civar ilgelerinde bulunan tim koyo yerlesimleri

ve yeralh sehirlerinin arastinimas hedeflenmistir.

« Tim yeralh yoplannin bir listesi yopilmis, bu liste Koltor
ve Turizm Bakanhg koruma kurullanmin lescil listeleri ile

n yapilor haritas: iizerine isoretlenmistir.
» Bu osomada, Kayser ve civar ilcelenini kapsayan, konuyla
ilgili tim okedemik yayinlar do gézden gegirilmis ve projeye
ks labilecek tim golsmalar gézdnine alinmshr. By

karsilashnlmis, bilin

cahsmalann bir kismi raporun “Kaynakea” kisminda meveuttur,
* lkinci osomada, bilinen tim yeralh yapilan tespit edilip
fotogroflanmis ve olobildijince hossos bir sekilde 8lgalmistir.
* Bu dlcimler en kisa zamanda, cogunlukla da colisma
sirasinda, bilgisoyara aktanlmig, takip eden ginlerde de
dlgulen bu yopilann haritalon 6zel bir bilgisoyar
LllUglUll‘..‘le detayl sekilde cizilmistir.

* Bu golisma sirosinda her yeralt yopsimin haritas, Gzellikleri
ve fotograflan ayn dosyalar halinde kayda alinmughr.

* Calismalanmiz esnosinda surekli olarak yerel halkla ternas
kurulmus ve alinan ihbarlar bilgi olarck degerlendirilmistir.
Edinilen bu bilgiler sanucunda, belidenen ilk sahalann disina
cikitrmus ve farkl bélgelerde calismalar yopilarak yeni ve
bilinmeyen kaya yerlesimleri ve yerath yopilan bulunmustur.

* Bu 10r kaya ve yeralh yopilanmin 8leim calismalannda
azomi 4-5 kisilik ekipler halinde calisiimasi ideal oldugu icin,
projede gérev alan ekipler cogdunlukla bu saplarda olmustur,
* Imzalonan bu projenin sadece Kayseri yeralh yapilannin
bulunmasi, arashnlmas, fotograflanmas, dlgilmesi ve
haritalanmasinden ibaret olomayacaginin bilincinde olan
grubumuz, raperloma asamasinda Kayseri'nin tarihsel
gecmisi ve bu gecmis icinde arashnlon tim bu yeralt
yapilarin kiltirel ve arkeoclojik degerlerini éne gikartmak
icin kapsamli bir literatiir calismos da yapmaktadir.

Kayseri kaya yapilarinin genel &zellikleri
Bélgede gézlenen ve araghnlan yeralt ve kayo yapilan genel
olarak dort farkl tipolojiye schipfirer. Bunlar kaya yedesimler,
yeralh sehideri, givercinlikler ve su yopilandir

Kﬂ}"ﬁ yerlegimferi: Volkenik kayaclorin kolayca oyulup
islenebilmesi sonucundo bélgede zoman icinde birgok kaya
yerlesimi kéty olusmustur. Genellikle kozlmasinin keloy
olmasy, kis aylannda rahatca isihlmasi, yozin ise serin olmas:
dolayisiyla tercih edilen bu magora evlerden olusan kiylerde
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Yerel halkla temaslar kurularak alinan
bilgiler degerlendirildi

yakin tarihlere dek yosomilmistr, Mevsehir civannda yeralon
Zelve, Cavusin, Tatlarin gibi bu koya yedesimi kéylerde
gbzlenen yegane sorun islenmesi kolay ve icinde yosanmas:
rohat olan kayaglann isi farkliliklanna ve suya doyaniksiz
olmaosi, kelayca kinlip ¢ékmesidir. Bu sebepten dolap
Mevsehir'in birgok kaya kéyl 1950°li yilarda terkedilmistir.
Bu strekli kullanim, yapilann kagnilmaz clorak devsirilmesini
ve degismesini de beroberinde getirmistir. Koyalaro oyulmus
bu avler gecen yizyllar boyunco tekrar tekror kazilms, yeni
adolar ya da pencereler acilrmig veyo kopatilenis, digger boz
kisimlar ise kaderlerine terk edilmislerdir.

Yeralh sehirleri: Koyseri civannda bulunan yerali
sehideri birgok ogidan Nevsehir Goreme civanndaki yeralt
sehiderinden farklidir. llk ve en énemli fork Kayseri sehri
civannda aroshrdigsmiz yeralh sehiderinin bir kisminin
Mewsehir'de bulunanlora oranla doha ulak olmalandir.
Yopisal agdon bakt@imizda, bu yeralh sehirlerinin biyik bir
niifusu uzun soreli korumaktan cok, ufak bir kéy ahalisini
kisa stireli baskinlardan korumak icin insa edildigi
diginilebilir. Diger bir Snemli fark ise Koyseri civanndaki bu
savunma yopilannin biyik bir kisminin koyalik duvordarda
inso edilmis olmasidir. Dizlikie ve derinlemesine kazilon
Mewsehir Géreme yeralh sehirlerinden forkh olarak Kayseri
civannda bulunan yeralt sehirlerinin en azindaen bir ks
kayalik duvardarda kazlmis ve vodilere oglan pencerel
biyik odelara baglanthdirlar. Yurdumuzda bugiine dek
tespit edilmis yeralt sehrinin neredeyse %90" Aksaray,
Mevsehir ve Kayseri illerinde bulunmaktadir

Giivercinlikler: Kayseri ilinde fermelde iki farkl glivercinlik
yaps: gérilmektedir. Bunlann ilki Soganl civanndaki
vadilerde yoygin olarak gézlenen, keyelora oyulmus kigik
girislere sahip, klosik Kopadokya tara giivercinliklerdir. Digeri
ise, Gesi beldesi ve bu beldenin yakin civarinda bulunan,
yeriisti ve yeralh baglantl clarak insa edilmis bure tipi ve
sadece buraya 8zgl givercinliklerderdir. Bu torz, burg veya
kule tara givercinliklerin yurt disinda berzer &mekleri
bulunmaktadir. Ancak, Gesi giivercinliklerinde bulunan
yeralt odasi Glkemize d2gi olup, yurt disindoki
benzederinden dnemli bir aynm nokdosi oluslurmakiadr,
Burglan kore veya kare/yanm daire olebilen bu yapilann
mimarisi iki farkh balimden olusmoklodir. Birinci balim
toprak zeminin alhinda bulunan “giivercin odasdir. Odanin
tavanindo ise givercinlerin odaya girip gikabilmeler igin
yoklagik bir metre ¢opindo bir delik yer almaktadir.

Su yapilari: Géreme'de bircok vadide bulunan ve hem
vadi suyunun fazlasinv alarak tanm alam agmaya, hem de
vadileri sy boskinlanndon korumoyo yorayan vadi igi su

tunelleri Koyseri civarindo mevcut degildir, Calismalanmiz
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Yurdumuzdaki yer alti
sehirlerinin %90'ni Aksaray,
Nevsehir ve Kayseri'dedir

sirasinda sadece Gesi/Oledere ve Yesilhisar/Boskéy
vadilerinde gézlemledigimiz su aklarma kanallan vadi
icinde akan derenin suyunu yakinda yer olan yerlesimlere
vlastirma amaghdir. Ote yandan, Otedere Vadisi’nin kuzey
cikisinda yer alon ve derenin suyunu bir kanclo akianp
ardindan bir dag) gineyden kuzeye 140 m kador oyarak
kdye su getiren ve bugiin dahi kullanilan antik tinel
mihendislik agsindan cok etkileyicidir,

Ali Dag: yeralh sehri: llce belediyesi tarafindan 2010
yilindo temizlenip oydinlatilarak turizme ogilon bu yeralh
sehri, Tolos ilcesinin Ali Dagina dogru yikselen yomacinda
yer almokiodir. Olgimlerimiz sonundo toplam goleri ve yop:
vzunlugunun 528 m oldugu tespit edilen bu yopi, bilinen ve
haritalanmus tim diger yeralh sehideri ile karsilostinldiginda
bir yeralti sehri hiviyeti tasimomaktadir

Degirmendere Vﬂdisi: Gnsi,a'[}r;gurmcndnm Vadisinde
ve onun kuzeye dogru devami olan Efkere civanndoki
yomaclarde 200°den fazla givercinlik mevcuttur, Yer
iistiinde, kesme fastan kare veyo yuvarlak olarak insa edilmis
tim bu glivercinliklerin yeraltina oyulmus ve yer Gstinden gok
doha biyiik kisimlon meveuttur. Bu torz, burg veya kule torz
givercinliklerin yurt disinda benzer &mekler bulunmaktadir.
Ancaok, Gesi giivercinliklerinde bulunan yeral odosi Glkemize
ozgi olup, yurt disindoki benzerlerinden énemli bir aynm
noktos olusturmakiodir. Gesi'nin eski evleri gibi bu vadide
yer alan givercinliklerin ve kayo yopilannin da birer mimari
kaltir miras clarak, gevresi ile bir bitin olarak kerunmoya
alinmasi ve Kayseri'nin tarihsel ge¢misinin oz sayida kalmis
mimari &rmedine sahip bu giizel vadinin bir park, mesire yeri
gibi degedendirilerek korunmas: cok yerinde olacaktir

Catalin yeralt sehri: Oldukca dar bir alanda tic kat
olarak insa edilmis bu ufak yeralh sehrinin dogrusal vzunlugu
kuzeyboti-giineydogu hatinda 26 m, eni ise 13 m kadardir.
Yeralh sehrinde meveut i katin toplam yapisal alam ise

621 m? dir ve bu alondo toplom 18 odo bulunmakiadir. Yerolh
sehrine giris kisminda bulunan, iki farkh kotto kenlmis biiyiik
salonlarlo girilmektadir. Buyik solenun batsinda bulunan tuneli
kapatmak igin kullanilan tas kap: girisin éninde yerde
durmakicdir. Dogu hathindo koalmaksain eyulmus iki bayik
salon ise bu yeralh sehrinin ilging yopisal ézelliklerindendir.

Penzikli yerahl Whri: Cotalin yeralh sehn gibi bu

digger yeralti sehri de daha énce higbir kaynakta
zikredilmemis ve ilk clorok torofimizdan orashinlmishr, Ote
yandan; bu yeralh sehri, hem vadideki karsi komsusu diger
yeralt sehrinden, hem de Kayseri ve yakin civanndo su ana
dek kesfedilen 10m diger yerclh sehirlerinden forkhidir. Penzikli
yeralti sehrinin girisindeki 14 m? koridorun devaminda, dar



bir olanda ¢ kata yaylms irili, ufakh ic salon ve 24 oda
mevcuttur. Bu yeralh sehrinin toplam yopisal alani 725 m?
olmasing kargin bu denli cok odaya sahip olmasi ve birgok
odamn yon duvarlannin nispeten yakin zomanda kinlarak
genisletilmesi ama, fim hafriyotin yerde durmasi ve bu
mekanlann hig kullaniimarmis clmalan ilgingtir.

Kirlangic Vadisi yeralh sehri: Yerolt yopisinin
yamacton vlosilon ilk O¢ kah genis solonlare ve bu salonlann
iginde yasam mekanlanna sahipken dik merdivenlerde
ulosilabilen dérdincd katinin odalon doho ufckhr. Son kal ise
vadi tobaning dek ulashgin tahmin ettigimiz ve ne yazk ki
tikal olan bir tinelden ibaorettir. Vadi iginde yaphgimiz bir
diger arastirma sirasinda, yeralh sehri ile ayni noktodo, dere
hizasinda kayoye oyulmus bir tinel gz fotograflanmishr.

Otedere Vadisi yeralt sehri: Halk arasinda “Cizzam
Hastanesi” alarak bilinen bu yapi Kayseri'nin belki de en
ilging eski eserlerinden birisidir. Yomac: savunan yiiksek tas
duvarlan degilse bile, yapimin leki tineller ve bu tineller
kapatmak icin kullonilan iki biyik tas kap, bu yapinin ilk insa
amacimin bir ciizzam hastanesi olmadi@imin ispatdir, Bah
tinelinin 3.5 m sonrasinda ise bu tinelin devamim kapatmak
icin kullarilan 1.20 m copinda, 32 cm kalinh@inda devasa bir
kapt tosi in situ durmakiodir. Tas kop: ile sovunulan ve biyik
emeklede kazldig: belli olon, yer yer merdivenli bu ano galer
yaklasik 40 m asofda onsin sonlanmaktadir, Yegane
olosilik, zaman icinde bu galerinin devaminin kazlmakton

vazgegilmis olmas: olabilir. Yapi bu ilging mimarisiyle bilinen
highir yeralt sehrine benzememektedir

Otedere Vadisi su yapilari: Otedere Vadisinde
bulunan okarsuyun bir kisrm vadinin kuzey cilkisindan 1200
m kodar nce bati koyalk duvarda kozlmis bir kanala
aktanlmisiir. Bu kanal, vedinin kuzey ¢lkisina yakan bir
noktodo dofo oyulmus bir tinele girip dogin kuzeyinde,
Belagast Kéyinde agiga cikmaktadir. Bugiin de oktif olon
bu konoldan gelen su holen kéyliler tarafindan
kullamlmaktadir. Kanalin daga girdigi noktanin yaklasik 25
m kuzeyinde kayaya oyulmus ikili bir baska su kanali deha
mevcutiur, Olasiliklo eskiden su anda akiif alon konalla
baglanth olan bu su yolunun kuzeye dogru devam eden
kismi ise tomiyle tahrip olmus durumdadir.

Belagasi kaya yerlesimleri ve yeralh sehirleri:
Belagaos: Koyi, Gesi'ye bagh eski bir Ermeni kéyidir.
Kéyon 160010 yillarda kuruldugu ve eski Koramaz
Mahiyesi'ne bagh oldugu bilinmektedir. Kéyde 1842
yilindo insa edilen Surp Hag Kilisesi'nin giiney duvan
tamomen kayaya oyulmus, kuzey kisrmi ise duvarla
arilmiistir. Kilise 1915'den sonra uzun zaman ahir,
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givercinlikler ilk defa kapsamh
bir sekilde dlciildii ve haritaland
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samanlik olarak kullanilmis ve defineciler tarafindan tahrip
edilmistir. Yapimin icinde bulunan sisleme ve Ermenice
youtlann ancok cok wlak bir kisrm gunimize vlasabilmistir

Doganh (Kirkmerdiven) yeralh sehri: lsmini;
ono ginsinde yer alan ve 380 egime sahip, kayolara
oyulmus merdivenden alan bu yeralh sehrinin giristen sonra
vlosilon ana salonu etkileyicidir. 15 sdtunla desteklenen bu
salon 500 m? ye yaklason yizélcimiyle benzer yerolh
salenlarindan gok daha biyoktor.

Yesilhisar Vadilerinin haritalanmasi: Yesilhisar
ilgesine bagh Sogonh, Akkoy, Baskdy, Guzeloz,
Derbentbasi, Erdemli, Gilboyir ve Kavak kéyleri ve bu
kéylerin civannda bulunan derin vadilerde yiizlerce kaya
yerlesimi mevcuttur. Kayalara oyulmus kiliseleri, evleri,

giercinlikleri ve yeralti sehideriyle antik Kapadokya'nin
anemli bir parcasi olon 10m bu yerlesimlerin konumlanm
gosteren genel bir harita ise meveut degildir.

Onerilerimiz

Antik Kapodokyo'min baskenti olon Kayseri‘nin koya ve
yeralt yapilan tarihsel ve kiltirel bir mirastr. Tarihi
ylizlerce, haotta binlerce yilla élgilen bu yopilonn korunmas:
ise tom yetkililerin gelecege y&nelik sorumlulugudur.
Simdiye dek calish§imiz bélgeler ve yapilarlo ilgili
Snerilerimiz sunlardir:

*» Gesi/Otedere Vadisi ve vadi cikiginda yeralan Belagas:
Koyl acilen kerumaya alinmali, bu bélgede yopilasmaya
higbir sekilde izin verilmemelidir. Ote yandan; bu bélge hem
Kayseri'ye yakin, hem de issiz oldugu icin tim yopilarda
yofjun bir defineci tohribah meveuttur. Bélgede yer alan
kaya yerlesimlerinin ve dért farkl yeralh sehrinin daha fozla
fahrip edilmeden korunmaya alinmasi yerinde olacaktir.

* Aymi Gnerimiz Gesi/Degirmenderesi Vadisi icin de
gegerlidir. Bu vodinin, devarmindo yeralon Catalin ve Penzikli
yeralh sehireriyle hirikte bir bitin olarak biyik bir park/
mesire yeri seklinde dizenlenmesi cok yerinde olacakhr.

* Harmaoncik ilgesinden kuzeye dogru uzanan Kirlangig
Vadisi, Koyseri igin essiz bir dogal degerdir. Bu vodinin,
icinde yeralan yeralt sehri ile birlikte bir butin olarak

korunmass ve degerlendirilmesi yerinde olacaktr

* Yesilhisor ilcesi/Guzeléz Koyl 'nde bulunan yeralh sehri;
hem bu turistik bélgede simdiye dek bulunan yegane yeralh
sehri hiviyeline sohip olmasi, hem de kéye yokinlig gdz
dniine alinarak turistik ocidon degerlendirilebilir. Bu
galismayla bir biitin olarak eski Gizelsz Kéyi kaya
yerlesmelerinin, ézellikle de bugln depo/ambor olarak
kullanilen biayik kilisesinin restorasyonu balge turizmine
ciddi bir katki olacoktir
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Farlz Dagh' min atklorinds
wa Kommaz Vadisi'nin
Baglangcenda bulunan
Biiylk Burlinglz'dn tarhl
yiberoe vl brceshe
s, Burson
yagayandann ke ndllerisi
chgaridin peben 5aldinlam
Kpeps sawunma fhttpa,
raman Iginde yeraltinds
genls bir siffinak chsbesi
elugtandu.
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aracik bir tinelde sa-
atlerdir siirin{yomz.
Birkag tiinel dnce sag-
da solda ufak oda-
lar kegfetmigtik, ama
o odalarda da ayaga
lealkmak pek mitmkiin
olmamigts. Bu sen tinelde ise highir oda yol.
Sonsuz bir karanliga dogre uzanan, 70 santi-
metre yikseklifinde ve 50 santimetre eninde,
daracik bir tiinel bu. Kayseri merkeze bagh Bi-
yiik Biiriingiz Mahallesi'nde, yerlesimin altim
bir ag gibd saran devasa bir yeralt gehrini Glgit

yor ve haritaliyoruz, Olgiamil, pusulay ve ofi-
mi ditzgiin bir gekilde alabiliyoruz ama sadece
Blgikmler veterli defil. Bu yeralt gehrinin dogro
bir haritasim ¢izebilmek icin bu 8lgomlerin bir
eskize oturtulmas da lanm, ama bu kadar dar
bir tinelde climdeki deftere bir yandan dlgtim-
leri yazarken, diger yandan da ¢izim yapmaya
cahsmak gok zor. Onden gidiyor, daha dojiru-
su siiriniiyorum. Arkamdan gelen mafarac
arkadagim ise bana her istasyonda dlgiimiberi
siyliyor. Defterimdeki sayilara bakiyorum, az
dnce Olgtiglimiiz son timel 56 metre uzunlu-
gunda imig.

Tamam, digman saldinlarina karn kendinizi
savunmak igin yeraltina bir yapi kaziyorsunug.
Ansizin gelen bir saldir kargsinda herbesin
kagabilmesi igin bu yeraltr sehrinin tinellerini
kiydeki her eve dek wzatiyor ve tim timnelleri
tag kaplarla koruyorsunue. Bunlann tamini
anliyoruz, kald ki gectigimiz willar iginde Kay-
seri'nin ve Kapadokya'nin farkli yerlerinde bu
titr hirgok veraln gehri kesfettik ve dlgip hari-
taladik, dolayisiyla konu hakkenda tecriibemiz
var, Peki ama bu 56 metre uzunlugunda ve
highir odasi olmayan, benzerine de bagka highir
yeralt sehrinde rastlanmayan tinel ne oluyor?

OBRUK Mafara Aragtrma Grubu alarak,
Kayseri Biylikgehir Belediyvesi ve CEKUL Vakfi
ile 2004 yhnda imzaladifnmiz G5l protokole
bagh olarak Kayseri'nin yeralt yapilarim arag-
tiriyoruz. Roma mparatorlugu’ndan itibaren
antik Kapadokya'min bagkentl olan bu gehir ve
gevresinde daha dnce incelenmemig ve birbi-
rinden dnemli saywiz kaya yerlesimi meveut.

Beg pidir siiren “Kayseri Yeralt Yaplan En-
vanteri Projesi® bugln ilk defa tarafimizdan
kesfedilen, aragtnlan ve belgelenen 46 Dofu
Roma kaya oymas kilise, 33 yeralt sehrd, dig
yeraltn su tlineli, 100 Asur kalay madeni ve ikd
farkh kaya kiyi ile, sadece Tihrkiye'nin degil,
diznyann en Gnemli yerult: yapalar projelerin-
den bin haline geldi. Bahsettifimiz yeni kes-
fedilen iki kaya yerlegimi kiyden sadece birisi
olan Dimitre'de 229 farkl yapinn dlgildigi ve
haritalandif bilinirse projenin bityiklifi daha
iyi anlasilabilir.




KORAMAZ'IN SIGINAKLARI

Koramae Vadisi ise bir anlamda, bu projenin
iginde yer alan gok dzel bir baska proje (At
las'm Subat 2018 tarihli 299'uncu sayisinda yer
aldi). Kayseri'nin dogusunda, vilksek tepelerden
ovaya dojru inen akarsuladarin agindirdiy alta
farkls vad! bulunmalkta ve bu vadilerin duvarla-
rinda yizyllar, hatta binpillar boyunca yorede
yagayanlar tarafindan kamlms mekanlar mev-
cut. Bu alt vadinin en hii.\-'flgh Eoramaz Vadisi.
16 kilometre uronluga sahip bu vadinin ya-
maq:larmdu yer alan kny]edn timinin hem igi,

hem de civan kayalara oyulmuy yaplarla dolu.
Strekdi kullamuldign igin bu kaya yaplating tarih-
lemek cole zor olsa da, uvemanlar vadide bulunan
baz kaya kilisclecinin 10 la 11 Inci yieyllardan
kaldsgun :.Iu.g.-i'muyml.nr. Oite yandan, Koramaz
Vadisi'nde bulunan yeralts gehirlerinin bu bél-
geve yonelen Arap akinlarina karg kendilerini
savunmak igin yorede yasayan Hlristivanlar
tarafindan 7 fla 10'uncu yozyillar arasinda ka-
zildifi genellikle kabul goren bir varsayum. Thm
bunlann &tesinde Afirmas Mahallesi civannda
bulunan kaya oymasi yapilan inceleyen uzman-
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T

Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilar

Envanteri Projesi,

2014’ten beri siiruyor.

GORUN Magara Aragtema
Grabunun yeralt
sahrindakl calymalan
piinterce wandd ve tim
girplor svierin igindeydi.
Caliyma siasinds
sshaklardn magaracy

Aragrmacilar, Buyuk
Biringiz igin shyik
bibr gérunbiyn donigti
flistte).
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lar, zaman iginde farkh kullammlar dobayisiyla
degisiklige vgranmg olsalar da, girig sislemele-
rine ve iy mimariye bakarak baz yapdarnin ilk
imga amacinin Roma kaya mezan olabllecegini
diigiiniiyorlar.

Oreetlersek bu vadide bulunan, kayalara oyul-
mug yapilann ge¢misi en az bin yila, olasihkla
daha da eskiye dayanivor diyebiliriz. Koramaz
WVadisi'nde bugiine dek kayalara kamlmiz 476
yapt keglettik ve olgip hantaladik. Bu yapilar
arasinda 42 kaya oymas kilise ve 11 yeralt gehri
vardi, Yani, beg yllik calismamiz sirasinda tiim
Kayseri ilinde buldugumuz kiliselerin dérdii ha-
rig geri kalanlarinim hepsi bu vadide idi. Olgiilen
ve haritalanan diger kaya oymas: yapilann bii-

yiik bir kasminm mesken, givercinlik veya depo
olmasina kargin, en az 18 yapimn Roma kaya
mezan olarak kamldif disiindlmekte. Koramaz
Vadisi, bu denli zengin bir tarihsel gecmige sa-
hip ve bu sayida kava oymas yapt iceren bilinen
yegine drnele OBRUK Mafiara Aragtirma Gru-
bu olarak "Kayseri Yeraltn Yapalan Envanteri
Projesi"ne bagladuprmez andan itibaren amaci-
muz bu vadiyi olabildifiince detayh calsp hichir
yapiyn atlamadan tam bir envanter qkartmak,
ardindan da vadinin bir biitiin olarak UNESCD
Dviinya Miras Listesi'ne kabulii igin bagruruda
bulunmaki. Vodide yer atan diger yeralt yer-
legimlerdekd ¢aliymalanmuz aylar siirdf, ama
kolaydy, glinki her kivyiin igi ve civanndaki vadi
duvarlar kiya oymas: yapilarla doluydu.

u galigmalarimiz sirasinda her sefer

Koramaz Vadisi'nin en biiyik kiya

olan Bityiik Biringiz'e de ugroyor

ve kahvede oturup koy sakinle-
riyle sohbet ediyorduk. Vadinin bu baslangig
kisminda bir kaya duvar ve kaya oymas: yap
yoktu, “Peki, veralty sehri” diye sordufumuz-
da ise, bize her defa aym cevabi veriyorlards:
"Huyr, yok™, Tam Gmidimizi kesip vazgecmek
tzere iken yardimimiza CEKUL Valh Kayseri
Koordinatirii Prof, Osman Ozsoy yetisti. Bu
projenin bagladign glinden bu yana her agama-
da ve her calismada yanmmizda olan, va da dahia
dogru bir deyimbe “Kayseri Yeralu Yapilan
Envanteri Projesi’ni yaratan Osman Ozsoy,
Bivik Blrlngiz Kiyi'nin verlisi, emekli isa
damm Mechmet Akgiil ile temaza gecti ve ansinn
tam kapilar onomizde agild. Mehmet Akgial
belki de bu kiyiin en dnemll simass, Iflah ol-
maz br koleksivoner olan ve bu aralar ikisi
Kayseri'de, biri de Agirnas'ta g farkl mize
birden agma hanrliginda olan Mchmet Akgal,
Biyik Biriingizlilerle sohbet edince bir anda
kapilar agildi ve tlim kiyiin altim bir ag gibi
kugatan devasa bir yeralts gehrinin varhii orta-
ya giktn Kapilar mecazi defil, gergek anlam ile
:u;liml;u. ciink{i bize kapilarim agan iki farkh
evin altindaki tinellerden devasa bir yeralh
sehrine ulagtk,




UsTO KGY, ALTI SEHIR

Biiyiik Boningie ile ilgili en eski kayitlar 1500
tarihli Osmanh tahrir defterinden ve bu kayitlara
gtire o tarihte kiyde tim{ gayrimiislim 29 hane
yagamakta lmis, Ama koyiin en eski yaplanindan
birisi olan ve Dulksdirli beyi Aldtiddevle'nin is-
mini tagayan camide bulunan bir onanm kitabes|
1590 tarihll. Yapim kitabesi meveut olmayan bu
caminin 15390¢da onanlmasi, ilk insasinm bu ta-
rihten qok dnee oldufunu ghstermekte. Benzer
sekilde, kiytin dier bir eski yapisi olan Danis
Ali Bey Camii'nde bulunan kitabelere gire bu
vapiin yazhik mescidi 1582 yilmda, kishk mesci-
i ise 1587 ylinda inga edilmis. Tim bu bilgiler
wginda, efer 1500 tarihli Osmanl tahrir deftert
kayitlary dogiru ise, Biyik Birlingiiz'iin o tarih-
tem somra kesa bir silre icinde din degistirdigi
veya Misliman bir toplulugun buraya yerlestigi
disiiniilebilir,

Ote yandan 15007 yillardan ¢ok dnce, 7 ve
#'incl vilrpllarda bu kivde yagayan Hiristiyanlar
hemen her vaz siiregelen Arap akinlanna karst
kendilerini savunmak icin veraltinda devasa bir
yapi kazryorlards. O dinemdeki ismi bilinmeyen
Biryik Buringiz Koyl sakinlerinin kazdiklan bu
savunmi yagisinin bengerleri Kapadokya'nin bir-
ok yerlesiminde meveut. Evlerin altindan yeral-
tina kazilan bu tekil yapalar kiy boyidiikce birle
serek vlim bir kdyln altim kapsayan bir savunma
a1 elugturmug. Kayseri'nin 70 kilometre pliney
batsanda bulunan Derinkuyu ve Kaymakl ye-
ralts sehirleri bu tiir, tekil savunma sistemlerinin
birlegmesi sonucu olusmug. Aym sekilde, Byik
Biiringiiz Kdyii'niin alty kilometre kuzeybatisin-
da bulunan Afirnas'in alunda da, kiyiin wmdng
kapsayan qok biyilk bir yeralt gehri var. Tiinef-
lerle birbirerine baglanan kiigitke odalardan ve
depalardan olugan bu yeralt gehirlerinin en tipik
ozellikleri ise diigman saldiris: sirssinda tinelleri
kapamalk igin kullanilan devasa kap tagtar. Tir-
haz da denilen bu yuvarlak taglar yavalanindan
hareket ettinlip tineli kapatiyor, én tarafindan
agilmalarim engeflemek igin de arkalanna takoz
konuyordu. Kapadokya'da baz yeralis sehirlerin-
de gap iki metre ve agichg 4 ton civannda olan
tas kaplar bile mevcut,

Yillar stiren Kayseri galsmamiz sirasinda daha
ince birgok yeralty gehri bulmus ve araghmmstik.
Bunlann bazian ufak savunma yapdanydi. (Ote
vandan Dwganli, Fatinler, Kugcafiz gibi bu e
mimiri agdan etkileyici diger yeralt gehirleri ise.
garip bir celiski olarak, Ham yerlegimlere ugzakn,
Agirnas'in altinda bulunan yeralt sehrini ise tam
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Yaratty guhiizin ban
edalannda kiyin diger
wviering, veya st kotlans
el g
hagsnhiar var. Ancak
Ibu balankiann birgogs
tibiahi.
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anlamrda aragtirmak milmkin olmads, ¢lnkd
evlerin altina denk gelen kasimlar depo ve ambar
olarak kullammaya devam ediyordu ve gegigler]
engellemek igin baglant: tinelleri kapatilmigt.
Biryilk Barangnz yeralt gehrl maceramor, (I1F]
kapilarim agan ilk evin aviusunun altinda bulu-
nin depolarla baglads, Birbiri ile baglantih olarak
kamlmis sekiz farkh yeralt deposunu gegtikten
sonra ilk tinelle karglagtk. Ay isi iki defa yap
mamak icin, yeni kegfettifiimiz bir yeralts yapasiu
aragtirirken aym zamanda Slglim alip eskiz de
¢lzeriz, Olgame de buldugumuz yeralt yapisnin
en son noktasindan baglar ve geriye, girige dofru
gideriz. Bu ilk yeralt: gehrini dlcip haritalamamiz
tam idg gitn stiedil, o kadar kargiet ki sonunu bile
bulamyorduk. Yeralta sehirderinin gogunda bir
ana tiinel ve ona baglanan yan tineller olur. Bu-

rada ise savisiz catal vardy. Soldaki tinele sapiyoor-
sunuz, a2 sonra bir kap tag ile karsilagiyorsunue

ve tiinel dokug metre sonra tikamyor, Geri donip
diger tiinelde siriinmeye devam ediyersunuz,
hir siire sonra o da tkanyor ve bu boyle devam
edivor, Tineller ¢ofunlukla 60-70 santimetre
ylikseklifiinde, Sadece sajda solda rastiadifimez
odalarda bir nebze olsun ayaga kalkabiliyoroz,
lging olan ve gimdiye dek araghrdigimz bagka
highir yeralu sehrinde kargilagmadifimee bir di-
ger olgu ise bu yapida bulunan kapi taglanmn gift
1I.ri':|n'|i| SAVUNIMays wygun mma:ﬁ.:,‘dl.

Mormal 'k<15u]|.1rt!i| hir ye ralt }rhn g'.l’i:i yii-
niine -ki bu sizin de girdiginiz yondir- dofru
savunma yapar ¢iinkd dilgmanin gelecefi von
budur. Bu veralt sehri ise her tinel gatalinda ¢ift
yomli savur ydp'n..'rm:.u. Oilasilikla, ha_ﬁ:lnntlh
olduklan evlerden igeri girecek digmana karg
da hazrhkleydilar Hﬁ}'km karmagik bir mimari

yapiun kazilmas ise hem son derece zordur,

hem de ok hassas bir planlama gerektirir. Us
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Terally gahiriprinds
tiinellerl kapamak
Igin kiaga taglan
ufascbe, Bk
Biringiz

sam foplam

27 kapi tagnla bir
bagks rehora daha
sablp (safida).

Tikak OBRUK Magsrs Arsftirmg Geubu, yersttmida symnidh flgimber yapt

] o GFF kesvdinatlanes yardmila yarall gehrinds smotil bie
_J glelmini hazrlad, Bk Blrdngls Yoralti Set, toglam
‘;;hr 1273 meftravie Thrkiye'da ghmdlye 2ok Bgilon on umw yeems yahel,
1, _r r— SLELMYE CLOn AL hAAG, B TR A T
iy
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Bana kargiih birgsh
oilA 56 tahminkerin
abesinde biiyik ve
fewnh bir yuprn sanipt
(hary sayfada).

M ATLAS- QUAK 2020

T

Kap1 taglarimin ¢ift yonlii
savunmaya uygun olmasi, bu yeralt
sehrinin 6nemli 6zelligi.

tiine Gsthik bu kazma faaliyetinin yerin mefre-
lerge altnda, basit aletlerle ve kandil infinda
yapildigin diigiinecek olursaniz bin yil énce bu
kivyde yagayan insanlarin canlanm korumak igin
cektigi sbantidan daha iyl anlam mamkin olur.
Bu, cabshipmez ilk yeralu sehrinin son kusou
cogu halriyatla tkah olan tineller dolayisiyla
kelimenin tam anlamuyla bir labirent gorinti-
siinde idi, Bu tarz, kanisik ve bir daire cizdilkien
sonra birbirine kavusan tiineller zaman zaman
ditsmam sagirimak igin kazlmig olabilscler de
tikal) galeriler agilmadan bunun gergeklijini an-
lamamz mitmkiin degil. Ote yandan, yapun bu
son kisinmda dahi tas kapdann en amndan g
tanesinin hali tinellerin devam cttagh yiine dog-
ru savunma yapmas bize yerall gehrinin bu son
noktadan sonra da devam ettifiini ghstermek-
teydi. Olgiimler sonunda bu ilk yeraltr gehrinin
toplam wrunlupunun 701 metre oldugu anlapl-
di. Burasi 22 odasi ve 13 kap tag ile Kayseri'de
su ana dek dlgilmig en bitylik yeralt savanma
yapust idi. Tanellerin 16 tancsinin tikal almas,
bu yeralt sehrinin Biydk Blringie'deki bircok
farkh evle baglantili abdufunu ve bitylk bir yap
kompheksi seklinde tiim yerlegimin altina yayil-
difnm didgiindiiemekteydi.

KAPI TASLARININ GIZEMI

Ardindan, bir diger evin kaps apldi
ve Biyiik Bilriinglz'de bulunan bir baska
ecvin altindan tekrar yeraluna indik. Bu
ikingi yeralt gehrinin girigi aragtirdif-
muz ilk yapiya gok yakin bir kenumda idi
ve galigngumz ilk yaprya benzer gekilde
bu yap: da yeralt depolanyla baglyordu.
Olasilikla, evierin altinda bulunan yeralts
savunma yapisimin baglangig kasamlan
geven raman iginde genigletilerek depo
haline getirilmis olmaly. Arka arkaya dirt
depo odasmdan sonra yeraltn gehrinin
tineli baglamaktayd. Birbirlerine ¢ok ya-
kin olmalarina karsin ikinci yeralt yehri-
nin yapis ilkinden farkipds. Ik yapann
aksine burada cok daha az oda ve wzun
tiineller vardi Karglasgtgnmz ilk tiine-
lin uzunlugu 41 metre ve genighigi sabit
bir sekilde 65 santimetreydi. Birka; odadan ve
tikanmes van kollardan sonra batrya devam eden
diger tiinel ise 56 metre wrunlugundayds ve okal
bir yan kel diinda bu timelde highir oda yokiu.
Hem Kayseri'de, hem de Kapadokya'mn diger
bélgelerinde #lelip harituladigumaz d0'tan fazla
veralts gehri icinde herhangl bir edast olmaksizin
bu denli uzun devam eden bagka bir tinel mev-
cut deildi. Bu tiinelin sonundaki odada bulunan
ve oday bat tineline dogru korayan tag kapt
jse 1.60 metre capr ve 36 santimetre kalinligila
tiim Kayserl'de simdiye dek rastiadidklanimazin en
bipilgiydi.

Yeralt gehielerindeki tag kapilar iki fackh ge-
kilde imal edilirler: Eger yapumin kanldy kayag
veteri kadar sertse yeralt gehrinin igindeki bir
duvardan kamlarak qkartibrdar veya, yapuun
kayac, yumugaksa, disanida daha sert bir tagtan
knzihir ve yuvarlanarak yeraltn sehrinin iginde,
tineldeki verine yerlegtiriliclerdi. Bir kapa tagi-
na baktiginizda kazildifh kayay anlamaniz gok
kolaydir. Ikinci yeralts gehrinin kap taslaninin
bityiik bir kismu iginde bulunduklan kayadan
kezlmamiglardy. Bu satirlari okurken litfen bir
an durup, iki-ig tonluk bir kapr tagim bir tag
ocagindan kanp qkardipme, daha sonra da




kandillerle aydinlatilmig daracik bir tisnelde yu-
varlayarak onlirca metre gotiirdiginged ve
yerine yerlestirmeye caligtgnnizi hayal edin. Her
yil siiren Arap saldinlan dolaysryla 7nc yikzyl-
dan itibaren bu bilgede yasam ¢ok zorasmisn
ve burada yagayanlar hayatta kalabilmek icin
Insanfisti caba postermekteydi.

Bu yeralt: gehrindeki tinelin devanunda bu-
lunan ve yolu kapatan kapi tasuu zar zor, de-
belenerek geip aragirmaya devam ettik. Urun
tiineller ve irili ufakh bircok odadan sonra ulag-
tifumz son noktadaki saskinlifimz gorilmeye
defierdi. Yeraltn gebrine girdigimiz ilk odaya
tekrar gelmigtik! Bu, ikinc yeralt: schrinin tii-
nelleri inanilmaz bilytiklitkte bir daire ¢izmis ve
bagladify noktaya donmiged,

onugta Biyilk Biringiz Mahalle-
si'nin altinda buhuan iki farkl ye-
ralty gehrini tlgmiig ve haritalamignk.
Bunlann ilki 701 metre, ikincisi ise
572 metreydi. Bu caligma ssrasinda yiizeye ula-
gan ki farkh nokta daha bulmustuk, dolayisiyla
elimizde diirt farkd: GPS koordinat, vards, Ciadi-

gimiz haritalar) koordinatlan ile birlikte Google
Earth'e yerlegtirdifimizde bu iki yeralty gehrinin
hir noktada birlegtiinl gérditk. Bu birlesme
noktasin araghrmamiz gerckiyordu. Tekrar gir-
dik, haritada géiziken birlegme noktalar: her iki
yeralts gehrinde de hafriyatla nkahyd. Toprak
Frgum ellerimizle kazip agmaya basladik ve bir
siire sonra bir boglufa ulagok. Ardindan, diger
yeraln gehrine girip ayni boglufu bulduk ve bu
iki yeralti gehri baglandy. Biylece bu yeralts sa-
vunma sisteminin toplam uzunlugu 1273 met
reye ulagh. Bu Tarkiye'de gimdiye dek 8igiilen
en uzun yeralts gehri idi. Bu savunma yapsinda
saptadifimuz toplam 27 kapi tas: ise bir dijger
rekordu. Ote yandan, su ana dek Gltigimiz ve
haritaladigsrmz yeralts gehrinin Bitytik Biiriin-
gielin ufak bir kasmim kapladigin da biliyoruz.
Tikal olan 23 farkls tinel bu yeralty gehrinin &l-
stilimiizden ok daha biyik oldugunun, olas-
likla tiim kéyhi bir ag gibi Grdagingn kanrt. Bu,
tikalt tinellerin agalmas: veya bagka girigler keg-
fedilmesiyle Biyik Birangiz Yeralt: $ehri'nin
uzunlufumun bugiinkinden cok daha fazla olma
ihtimali var_, @

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz
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Bir Cobanin fhbariyla
52 Odal1 Yeralt: Sehrinin Kesfi

Gizemli Bir
Menfez

Prof. Dr. Osman Ozsoy
Fotograflar: Ali Ethem Keskin

Aslinda her sey Kayseri Lisesi'nde baslad.

Milli Egitim Bakanhg ile Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi arasinda bir protokel
yapilip tarihibinammn Milli Miicadele Miizesiyapilmasi hayata gecirilirken; uzunca
siirecek bir restorasyon uygulamasi ile gevre diizenlemesi bagladi. Daha 6nceleri
Kayseri Lisesi Sinemasi' iken yikilarak 6grenci pansiyonu yapilan yerile simdiki
Konuk Bogan Mescidi arasindaki balgede yapilan calismalarda dikey bir menfez
agiga gikh. Okul ydnetiminin giris lizerine bir kapak yaptirarak énlem almasi

lr Kapak Dosyas!

1 Yagar Elden, Sinemamin Kayseri'deki Seriiveni, Palet Yaymlan, 2012,
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bir magara veya yeralt: gehri var mi?”
mantiZiyla kisa kisa nokta atiglan sek-
linde ilgili mekanlan yogun kar yagisi
altinda ziyaret ettik. Giiniin sonunda
“Bu biyle olmaz. Hem ¢ok yer var hem
siiremiz kisith. Dolayisiyla planh gali-
salim. Bu isi de protokole baglayalim;
taraflar, yapacaklnn sorumluluklar,
galigma takvimleri, gerekli izinler,
riskler, giktilar, raporlar belli olsun”
denildi. Boylelikle taraflan Kayseri
Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi, Obruk Magara
Aragtirma Grubu ve GEKUL Vakfi olan
bir protokol imzaland:.®

KAPADOKYA ULKES!

Hig farkinda olmasak da bu sehirde
yasayan bizler birer Kapadokyaliyz.
Tam olarak cografibir sinir séz konusu
olmasa da, Aksaray-Nigde-Kirge-
hir-Nevsehir-Kayseri kentlerini igine
alan bolgeye verilen isim Kapadokya.
Ve mezkiirillerin balge sinirt komgula-
rimin haritadaki konumlarina bakilirsa
Anadolu'nun neredeyse tam orta kismim
olusturdugunu fark ederiz. Anadolunun
dogu-bat1 gegisi arasinda dogal kprii
olmasi ve Kapadokya'nin Anadolu'nun
tam merkezinde yer almasi bolgenin
ister baris ister savas sebepli olsun
her tiirlii gic ve gegisin ugrak noktas:
haline gelmesine yol agmustur.

Kapadakya'yi elbette birgok yoniiyle
inceleyebiliriz. Fakat su noktada ilgi
duydugumuz baghk; Kapadokya’nin
magaralarve yeralt: gehirleri. Tabiki bu
deyimler bize ait. Zira gegmiste buralar:
inga edenler ve daha sonra kullananlar
igin dogal ve kiiltiirel bir zenginlik igeren
buyasam alanlari ashnda onlarn belki
de evleri, kayleri, kasabalan ve sehirleri.
Ustelik tiim bu yapilann sayilan nekadar
kestirmek gergekten zor, hattaimkinsiz.
Ama suras: bir gergek ki her yapilan

calismayla sayilari artmakta. Akla
gelebilecek birbaska soru ise: “Neden
Kapadokya ve neden bu kadar ¢ok?”
olabilir. Kapadokya'nin peribacasi gibi
zenginliklerinin ve yeralt: sehirlerinin
bu denli say1s1z olmasinin en énemli
nedeni Erciyes Dag olsa gerek. Bilimsel
veriler |$1g| nda biraz geriye gltmek her
seyi daha berrak hale getirmektedir.
Erciyes Dag sénmiis bir volkan ve
ic Anadolu'nun en énemli daglarindan

M Kapadokya'nin
Anadolunun tam
merkezinde yer almasi
bélgenin ister barig
ister savas sebepli
olsun her tiirli gog ve
gecisin ugrak noktasi
haline gelmesine yol
acmustir.

biridir. Dagin etrafinda, farkli qaplarda
veyiiksekliklerde 68 kiime volkan konisi
bulunmaktadir. Erciyes'ten piiskiirtiilen
gazla karisik tif malzeme yer yer 100
kem uzaklarakadar yayilmistie, Volkanik
sebepli neredeyse diiz bir plato seklinde
meydanagelen tabalann (tif-igninibiit)
kalinhig ylizlerce metreye ulagmak-
tadir. Radiometrik yas tayini yoluyla
olusan kayaclarin en eskisi yalklasik
on milyon y1l énceye kadar uzanirken
dag eteklerinden elde edilen drneklerin
en genci yaklasik yiiz bin yasindadir.
Buna kargin dagin merkez bacasindaki
faaliyet 150-200bin y1l 6ncesine kadar
devam etmistir.® Dag ve ¢evresindeki

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

lav sizintilarinin neredeyse Gregoryen
Takvimi'nin baglangiciyla ¢agdag oldugu
ve hareketliligin o yillarda da devam
ettigi anlasilmaktadar.

Erciyes'in bolgenin en yiiksek dag
olmas, gegmiste zirvesinin parlak ve
151k sagiyor olmasi bir¢ok kisinin dik-
katini gekmis, kaleme a]digl eserlere
bu dzellikleri yansitmiglardar.

“wTaurasyalaminda Busebia (Mazaka)"
da denir. Topraklan genelde diiz ve
verimlidir... Bu kente aym zamanda
"“Eusebia” ve ilave olarakta “Argaios'un
(Erciyes Da@) yamnda denir... Glinkii
buras: tepesinde higbirzaman kar eksik
olmayan daglarin enyiiksegi Argaios'un
eteklerinde kurulmusgtur ve buna tir-
mananlar —ki, cok azdir-berrak havada
hem Pontos (Karadeniz) hem de [ssikos
Denizi'nin (Karadeniz) goriilebilecegini
soylemektedirler... Ayrica biitiin gevre-
dekitoprak diiz oldugu halde gok kiragtar
ve ¢ift sirmeye elverisli degildir, kumlu
vealti kayaliktir. Biraz dahailerleyince
icinde ates cukurlarn bulunan bircok
stadion (yaklasik 180-200 m uzunluk)
uzunlugunda ki volkanik araziye gelinir...
Ciinkiibutiin Kappadokia'da higkereste
olmadigi halde, Argaios un biitiin gevresi
ormanlarla kaphdir... fakat ormanhk
bolgenin hemen altinda birgok yerlerde
ategler ve aym zamanda yeraltinda
soguk su vardir; fakat ates ve su yiizeye
gikmaz. Bazi yerlerde de arazi batakhiktir
ve geceleri buradan ateg ¢ikar... fakat
burasi gogu kimseler ve ozellikle sigirlar
igintehlikelidir, ¢linkil giriinmeyen ates
cukurlanna diisebilirler”

Kapadolya hakkinda ozellikle Erci-
yes'inzirvesinin antik ¢aglardald tasvir-
lerinde tapinak, magara-tiinel, mesale,
ategve volkan kiireleri kullanilmistir®

Diger taraftan Anadolu'yu gezip,
aldiklari notlan kitap haline doniigtii-

5 Kayseri'nin Yeraltindaki Medeniyeti-Rapor 1, Kayseri Bityiikgehir Belediyesi, Baski 2014: Kayseri Yeralt: Yapilan Envanteri Tkinci Ara Rapor,

Kayseri Bityiikschir Belediyesi, Bask zo15.

6 Thsan Ketin, Erciyes Dag Volkan Toplulugunun Jeolojik Evrimi, Antik Cag ikonogratisi

lar, istanbul, 1995.

de Erciyes, Atk

loji ve Sanat Y:

7 Strabon, Antik Anadolu Cografyas, Geographika, Kitap XII-XIII-XIV, Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlari, Cev. Prof. Dr. Adnan Pekman, 2012.
8 Ofw Giller, Kapadokia Ikonografisi' nde Erciyes Dagi'min Yeri, ERO Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisti Dergisi, Say1 4. 1991 Ofuz Giller, Antik Cag Kay-

$eI‘Ir Kapok Dosyass
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ren gezginlerin bu bélgeler haldkindaki
onemli bilgileri bizlere ulagtirdiklarim
goriiyoruz. Evliya Celebi Seyahatname-
sinde magaralarin kullamim amaclan
siralanirlen egitim yeri, maden, ambar,
ibadethane, barinak, han, hapishane,
laboratuvar, fabrika, hapishane, mezarlik,
savunma yeri, sakla (n) ma yeri gibi
baghklardan bahsetmektedir.? Ancak
Seyahatname'de dzellikle Kayseri igin
bir magara bilgisi gegmez.

Bir Fransiz doktor olan Paul Lucas

¥ Mimar Sinan gibi
bir deha yetistirmis,
yerytiziinde (yeriistii)
yaptigi eserler halen
ayakta ve hayranlikla
anlasilmaya ¢alisilan
Agirnas’in neredeyse
tamaminin 19. yy.
ortalarma kadar
yeraltinda oldugunu
diisiinmek gercekten
anlasilmasi zor bir

durum.

da Kayseri'de Begtepeler mevkiinde bir
magaradan bahseder. Diger taraftan C.
Texier, Ainswortve Jeolog W.]. Hamiton,
Aragtirmaci G. De Jerphanion, Mimar
Albert Gabriel ve Arkeolog Gertrude Bell
gibi gezginler bélgenin daha ¢olc tasin-
maz kiiltiirvarhiklar, mimariyapilarve
peribacalari lizerine yogunlasmslardur.
Bolgedeki magara ve yeralt: sehir-
lerinin ne zaman yapildigi veya hangi
medeniyetler zamaninda insa edil-

digi hakkinda kesin bir bilgiye sahip
olmasak da birgok eserde ortak kaynak
olarak gegen M.O. IV. yy'da Xenephon
tarafindan kaleme alinmis Anabasis'te
bolgede kayalara oyulmus yerlegim-
lerde yasayan insanlardan ve Greklerin
Kapadokya'dan gecerken bir yeralt: yer-
lesiminde konaklamasindan bahsedilir,
Ayrica Kapadokyaiilkemizde kegfedilmis
yeralti sehirlerinin neredeyse %go'ina
sahiptir. Bolgede yapilarin en yogun
kullanim periyodu Arap, Sasanive diger
akimlara kars: savunma ve saklanma
amagh olarak M.S. VII-XIL. yy.lar
arasindadir diye tahmin edilmektedir.

Bu noktada farkl bir teori ise nerede
bir yeralt1 yapisi varsa yakinlarinda bir
Hitit kaya yazis1 davardir gériistidiir ki
buna gore bu yapilarin M.O. XV yy.a
kadar bir gegmise sahip oldugu da
diigtiniilebilir.®

YERUSTU-YERALTI
Yeraltiyyapilarinin tarihlemesi konu-
sunda netbilgive belgelere sahip olmasak
da elimizdeki yapilanin kabaca simif-
landirmasmda bir seyler soyleyebiliriz.
Yeralti yapilan bilindigi izere zaman
icinde farkh fonksiyonlar tistlenmis
olabilirler. En basta konut ve barinma
yeriolarak insa edilmisken bir miiddet
sonra sadece hayvanlar igin bir bariak
daha sonra samanlik ve tarih iginde
tekrar konut gibi degigim ve doniigiim
gecirmiglerdi, [kinga edildigindeki gibi
kendini koruyan biryaprya ulasmak bu
cografyada ok zordur. Hatta i¢ mekin-
larda kullamlan ev egyasi, tas baltalar,
tarim a]ederi,yiyecek, giyecek. kisisel
esyalar gibi buluntular ve i¢ mekanlann
duvarlarindaki yazi ve kabartmalar
tarihleme konusunda en 6nemli veriler
olmasina karsin, bolgemizde bu tir
buluntular: elde etme sansimiz yok
gibidir. Cok detaya girmeden en ¢ok

seri Yapllan.ERU Sosyal Bilimler Enstitlisii Dergisi, Sayi 5, 1094.
9 https://ismailhakkialtuntas.com/zo17/05/30/evliya-celebi-seyahatnamesinde- magaralar/ (Gorintillenme Tarihi: 28.06.2017)
100}, Yoritkoglu, T. Sevil, Z, Tager, K.T. Tarkmen, V. Uysal, Tarihgesi, Tanitum, Plan ve Fotograflan ile Kappadokya Yeralti Sehirleri, Ankara, 1990.

bilinen Nevgehir yoresindeki yeralti
yapilan ile Kayseri'dekileri kiyaslamak
adina sunlan séylemek mimkiin:

Nevsehir'deki yeralt sehirleri nispe-
ten ¢ok bityiik yapilardir, 3- 4 bin kisilik
kapasitededir. Bazen bunun on katina
ulagtign dagériiliir. Kayseri'dekilerinen
kuwgu birgekirdek aileyi barindiriken
Zaman zaman bn)rulurn.ln 1-2 bil’l
kigilik bir niifusu barindirabildigi de
gbriilmiistir.

Yine tizerine ok fazla caligma yapil-
masindan ve literatiirde ulagilabilen
aragtirmalara gore Nevsehir yoresinde
birkoy, kasaba ya dailgede ekseriyetle
tek yeralt: gehri yapis1 mevcut. Diger
taraftan Kayseri'de hem birbirlerine yakan
hem de kapasiteleri farkli olarak bazen
kiigiik bir kéyde bile 4-5 adethatta 10-15
adet yeralt: sehri gormemiz miimkiin.
Daha dailginci Melikgazillcesine bagh
Agirnas Mahallesi dlgeginde diigtin-
dugiimiizde Asag: Mahalle diye tabir
edilen ve Handnii Meydam ile Alhin
Vadisi arasinda kalan, kuzey ve giineyi
iki vadiyle simirlandirilmis bélgenin
neredeyse tamam bir yeralt: gehri
olarak kargimiza gitkmakta. Dere yatag:
ile mahalle kotunun karsilastirilmas:
(yaklasik 40-50 m) yeraltr yapisimin bir
katman degil ¢ok katmanli oldugunu
gostermektedir.

Nevsehirve civarinda bulunanyeralt
yapilan genelde gok katmanli ve dikey
yapilardir. Kayseri'de rastlamlan yapilar
ise genellikle yatay ve telckat yapilardir.
Bunoktadayine Afimas'intiim yerlesim
yerinin altin1 kapsayan yeralt1 yapisi
ise ilgingtir ki hibrid (dikey+yatay)
yapidadir. Konutlarin altinda bulunan
bazen tek bazen iki iig kath magaralar
komsu evinin alt sinirina kadar devam
etmekte iken; anlagilan o ki miilkiyet
ve mahremiyet yaklagimiile sonradan
gegisler araya duvar yapilmak tizere
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digarida ¢ok uzun kamp yapabilme
yetenekleri gibi birgok yetenege sahip
olan bu grup iiyelerinin en karktugu sey
dogal magara i¢inde ¢alisirken, magara
icine sel veyagmur suyu dolmasi. Diger
taraftan, Gaziantep ve Topkap: Saray:
dlgiimlerinde kanalizasyonun gikmasi
ve buralarin da ol¢ilmesi ¢ogu zaman
siradan bir olay olarak kabul ediliyor.

Magara veya yeralti yapilan iginde
iki omzun ayni anda bir koridora sig-
mamas1 durumunda omuzlardan biri
dnde biri arkada devam edilecek kadar
dar yerlere girilmektedir. Dolayisiyla
halen modern teknolojiyle (3D Tara-
yic1) dahi bu kadar ince ve hassas bir
Slgiim miimkiin olmamaktadir. Eldeki
en dnemli aletler: mesafe, ydnve egim
dlgen el aletleri, ipler, eskiz defteri,
kalemler, kask, tulum, tepe lambalan
ve yedek pillerden ibaret. Bir de her
dlgiim sonunda elde edilen verileri
bilgisayar ortamina aktarip uygun bir
arayiiz ile belirli istasyonlardan alinan
verileri birlestirerek dogru 6l¢limii elde
etmek ve haritasin yapmak gerekiyor.
Sayet Slgiimde hata sezilirse ya ilgili
yeri ya da tum 6lgtimii tekrarlamak
gerekiyor. Bu anlattiklarimizi ve dlgiim
isinin karda, yagmurda, su altindada
yapildigim diigiinmek gerekir.

Olgiim sirasinda karsilasilan en
ciddi problemlerden bazilan: Sualtinda
ilerleme ve yon bulma, gerek magara
iginde gerekse magara ile dig diinya
arasinda haberlegme ve veri aktarimi.
(zellikle haberlesme problemi ve ¢ok
derinlere dalmak igin kullamlan diize-
nekler Snemlive sadece profesyonellerin
listesinden gelebilecei cinsen dersek
abartmus olmayiz.

Cogumuza gore son derece garip
kagacak; su altindan, magara derinlik-
lerinden bazen ceset qikarmak, 6lmiig
hayvanlarla ya da canh hayvanlarla
kargilagmal (mevsimine gére siirlingen,
kemirgen, bicek, yarasavh.) magaracilar
icin siradan olaylardir denilebilir. Hele
hele yiikseklik, derinlik, dar mekin-

larda sikigma ve bulunma ile karanlik
korkusu magaracilarla gok yan yana
getirilemeyen olaylardir. Olgiimiin gece
veya giindiiz olmasi da bunedenle fark
etmez zira magara i¢i hep karanliktir.

MIMARIN KAFASI
KARISMIS OLSA GEREK

Melikgazi [lcesi'nde Gesi Mahalle-
sineyakin, énceleri Koramaz Nahiyesi'ne
bagh olarak kurulan, Bahgeli ve lldem'e
neredeyse esit mesafede, gozden simdilik
irak Belagasi (Belasi, Bala-Yavru-Kigiik
Gesi) 17. yy'da kuruldugu bilinen ve
genellikle gayrimiislimlerin ikamet
ettigi sirin bir kdy iken simdi tamamen
terkedilmigtir.

W Tamitimla beraber
turizm acisindan
yeralt: yerlesimlerinin
degerlendirilmesinin
oniinii agmak

bélgeye ticari bir
kazang ve istihdam
kazandiracaktir. Hele
hele maddi durumu
yetersiz, 1ss1z, merkeze
uzak kdylerin bu
calismalar ile turizme
kazandirilmasi ve bir
maddi kazancin ortaya
cikmasi son derece
onemlidir.

Dogudan batiya dogru yaklasik
3-4 km'lik bir alanda esine az rastlanir,
dogal ve kiiltiirel zenginlikleri barin-
diran Otedere Vadisi; Belagas: Kayu
yanindan gegip Derin Dere bolgesine
ve daha sonra da Giizelyurt'a ulagan
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bir vadidir. Vadinin baglangig nok-
tasina yakin halk arasinda “Ciizzam

Hastanesi” olarak da bilinen etrafi yer

yer 3-4 m ylikseklikte duvarlarla kapl

dik bir yamacin kuzeye bakan yiiziinde

oldulkga ilging ve son derece biiyiik bir

kaya yerlesimi kesfedilmisti.

Daha sonra yi ne ayni vadi iginde,
vadinin giineye bakan yiiziinde, kapama
tas1 disanida, giris kapisinin éniinde
diger bir yeralt1 gehri daha kesfedildi.
Otedere Vadisi'nde kus seslerini ve
tabanda akan derenin sinltisini, dere
kenarindaki kurbagalarin seslerini
duydukga buranin bu kadar yogun bir
yerlesim yerine yakin olmasina kargin
halen sessiz ve 15512 olmasini insanin
anlamakta zorlandigini ifade etmek
gerekir. Hele hele vadinin ortakisimla-
rinda gaglayan ufakbir selalenin varhg
ise insamn aklina zor gelir.

Dahasonraki galismalarda derenin
suyunun, sulama ve yakin alanda yer
alan yerlesim yerleriigin birkanal vasi-
tastyla vadinin kuzeye bakan yiizeyinden
gotiriilmesi dikkat ¢ekince su yolu
takip edildi. Hem su yolu hem de yol
uzerindeki bir sarnig élguliip, haritaya
islendi. Otedere Vadisi'nin ¢ikisinda
daha genis ve daha yesil bir alan kar-
simiza cikmakta. Vadinin devam eden
vekuzeye bakan yiizeyinin devaminda
daha yogun bir kaya yerlesimi oldugu
fark edildi. Oyle ki Belagasi Kéyii'ne
dagin i¢inden neredeyse 4o m'lik bir
tiinelle bu suyun gectigive burada sulama
amagh olup, halen kullamldig goriildii.
Su tiinelinin kendisi ile buradaki diger
kaya oyma yapilar da &lgiildii.

Belagasi Koyii, Otedere Vadisi'nin
sonunda, kuzeye bakan yiizeyinin tize-
rinde, vadinin tist kaismindan tabanina
dogru kademe kademe inen, gogu kaya
yerlesimi olan, oldukga yogun ve igice
birbdlgedir. Sukanalina paralel devam
eden asfalt yol muhtemeldirki 6nceden
kéyiin ortasinayakin kalmakta zira daha
asagida kaya oymayapilarinbahgelerin
bulundugudiizlige dogru devam ettigini

$ei‘lr Kapok Dosyass
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gorebiliyoruz. Burada suan kullamlan
evlerin, ahirlarin ve bahge duvarlarinin
bir kisminin devgirme taglardan yapildig
kolayca fark edilmektedir, Bu taglarin
vadinin kuzey-bat1 ylizeyinde daha
onceden bdlgedeki tag ocaklarindan
kesilen ve nitelikli iscilik ile yapilarda
lullanilan; fakat zaman iginde yikalan,
terkedilen yapilardan hazirca alindig
ve kullanildigx anlagilmaktadur.

Kéyde ayrica giiney duvari kayaya
oyulmus, diger duvarlan kesme taslarla
1842 yilinda insa edilmis Surp Hag
Kilisesi zamana meydan okurcasmna
halen ayakta dimdik durmaktadir.
Hem bu eski ve terk edilmis kilise hem
komsu yapilar defalarca kagak kaz1
tahribatlarina maruz kalmis ve halen
de kalmaktadirlar.

Belagasi Yeralt: Sehri - 1 él¢timleri
yapihirkenbolgede tamigilan bir gobanbu
yeralti sehrine 40 m mesafede yamaca
yakan bir kaya yerlesimin oldugunu

ve mevcutta dlgiilen yap ile kayaslan-
mayacak derecede biyik oldugunu
soyledi. Girise ulagtigimizda gogme
tehlikesi olugturabilecek kayalarla
giriginin gizlendigini fark ettik. Girisin
ashinda birbirlerine yaklagik 5 m yalan
ijd ayn kﬂp ld.anve yamacln kuzey batl
dogrultusunda oldugu gozlemlendi.
Tiim Slgiim 4-5 kigilik ekiple ild glinde
tamamlanirken uygun fotograflarin
alinmasi ve haritanin dogrulugunun
yerinde tekrar kontrol edilmesi bir
bagka mesai giiniiniin de harcanma-
sim gerektirdi. iki girisin, yaklagik 8o
m* tavandan diigen kaya parcalarimin
yuriimeyi zorlastirdig bir salonda bir-
legtigi ve salonun gineyinden tag kap:
ile korunan bir koridor ile tekrar 30 m*
biiyiikligiinde bir salona gelindigini
gérmekteyiz. Bu koridorun saginda ve
solundaaltl- iisﬂiika]bmgibi deli.k-desi.k
odalar siralanmaktadir, llerleme yatay
dogrultuda ve yamacin ig kisimlanina

dogru devam etmektedir. Oyulan bu
odalar bagtan beri mi boyleydi yoksa eve
gelin alan bir ailenin ihtiyacina binaen
bir oda daha oyulmak suretiyle meveut
ev migenisletildi? (Ticari uygulamalara
ekolarak Kapadokya'da halenuygulanan
ve do]aylsryla devaml i:i‘:yi.'lyen yemlt)
sehirlerinin gercek sebebi) anlamak
gergekten giic. Yeralti sehrinin sonunda
vadiye yukaridan bakan pencereler
meveuttur. Bu pencerelerden Otedere
Vadisi'nin neredeyse tamamin gbzet-
lemek miimkiindiir.

Olciim sonunda Belagas: Yeralta
Sehri - 2 olarak haritas: yapilan bu
yapinn irili ufakh 52 odaya sahip
oldugu ve eldeki literatiir bilgisi ve
verilere gore simdiye dek Tiirkiye'de
bulunan en yiiksek oda sayisina sahip
yeralt1 sehridir. Ekibin tecriibesi bu
zor ve karmagik yapinin él¢tilmesinin
astesinden gelse de “Mimarnmin kafasi
gergekten karigmug olabilir mi?” soru-



sunu da akla getirmedi degil.

Gerek buyapida gerekse diger birgok
yapida zaman iginde kapanmug, gogiik
olusmus dolayisiyla da Slgmeye imkin
vermeyen yerler siz konusu olmaktachr.
Bu gahgma, protokol geregii dokunmadan
sadece dlgme-haritalama-fotografla-
ma-raporlama oldugundan bulnsimlarin
alglimii gergeklestirilememistir. Su
kaynaklarina hele hele vadi tabamindan
akan birdereye yakinyeralti yapilarinda
gogu zaman yapi iginden suya ulagim
saglayan tiinelleri gormek miimkiin
olmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, bu yapiya
yalan bir dere yatagi olduguna gore
dereye baglant: timelinin de olmas:

son derece makul bir gerekgedir.

HER $EY ELIMIZDE

Bu ¢alismanin en temel amaci;
yapimn ashina uygun olarak korunmasi
ve gelecek nesillere aktarnlmasicir. En
zengin dogal ve kiiltiir varliklanimizdan
olan magara ve yeraltiyapilanm korumak
igin_-_.'un;-l den merkeze dngﬂl;yo rine gore

yap tescilli degilse tescil edilmesi igin

1] Kiltiir Miidurlugi, Koruma Kurulu
Miidiirliigi, Miize, KUDERile koordine
iginde bulunmak, elimizdeki verileri

karsihikh paylagmak, koruma kavramina
yardimci olmaktadir. Yapilan ¢alig-
malarin rapor seklinde yayimlanmasi,
sunumlar, konferanslar yerelde ilgili
bélgenin Tiirkiye dlceginde Kayserinin
tamitimi igin son derece onemlidir. Tam-
timla beraber turizm agisindan yeralts
yerlesimlerinin degerlendirilmesinin
oniinii agmak bolgeye ticari bir kazang
ve istihdam kazandiracaktir. Hele hele
maddi durumu yetersiz, 1551z, merkeze
uzak koylerin bu galigmalar ile turizme
kazandinilmas: ve bir maddi kazancin
ortaya ¢ikmasi son derece onemlidir.
Yeralti yapilan bilimsel calismalar
i¢in de son derece Gnemli ve bakir yer-
lerdir. Mimarlk, jeoloji mithendisligi,
harita mihendisligi, sehir ve balge
planlama, peyzaj mimarlig, tarih, sanat

tarihi, arkeoloji, biyoloji, turizm gibi

bir¢ok bilim dalinda lisans, yuksek
lisans ve uygulama imkéini saglayan
potansiyele sahiptirler. Magaralardaki
sukaynaklar, bitkiler, bécekler, 6riim-
cekler, yarasalar, arkeolojik buluntular,
fosiller modern ¢agin ve geligmis
lilkelerin iizerinde yogun ¢alistiklar ve
degerlendirdikleri konu baghiklarindan
.‘i'.ilJI’."."_‘I]'ir](d“'ldlr.ﬂ\.l .'lqlll.ll‘b'rl]i[l'l“.'ﬂ
uluslararas: ishirliklerinin de dniinii

M Her eve hem de cok
etkili bir yolla bilingli
ve donanimh cocuklar
tizerinden ulasmamiz,
cevre ve kiiltiir
degerlerini koruma
bilincini yiiklememiz
ve gelecek adina
umutlanmamiz geng
nesiller tizerinden
olacaktir. Gelismis,
gucld, refah, bilincli
iilkelerde durum
yillardir bu sekilde
gerceklesmektedir.

agabilecek ortak egitim ve aragtirma
imkam saglayabilecek hemen yam
bagimizda fark etmedigimizbirer dogal
hazinemizdir, magaralar,

K(Jf um 'rJ_y a dL'U-iIﬂ et ll.']]iT] I}'L'L\_“:l” e
yoluda egitimden ve miraslanm kullan-
digimiz gocuklarin bilinglendirilmesi
ve dogayla bangik olmalan ile mimkin
olacaktir. Her eve hem de ¢ok etkilibir
yolla bilingli ve donanimh gocuklar
iizerinden ulasmamuz, gevre ve kiiltiir
degerlerim koruma bilincini yliklememiz

ve gelecek adina umutlanmamiz geng

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yaymlarimiz

nesiller izerinden olacaktir. Geligmis,
guli, miireffeh, bilingli tilkelerde durum
yillardir bu sekilde gerceklesmektedir.

Nitelikli is qikarmak isteyen, bagan
hedefli her projenin en biiyiik problemi
kaliteli insan kaynagidir. Magara ve
yeralt1 yapilarinin incelenmesi ve
arastinlmasi da istekli ve nitelikli insan
kaynag ile surdiiriilebilir bir formata
sahiptir. Yerelden yani Kayseri'den
ozellikle tiniversiteler ve sivil toplum
kuruluglarinin destekleyecegi, ¢alig-
malara katilacag, 6@renip daha sonra
ogretecegi, yeni, cesur, karanliktan
korkmayan, élgiim yapabilen lkisilere
ihtiyag duyulmaktadir. Aksi takdirde
Tiirkiye'nin bir ucundan Kayseri'ye
bu i igin stirekli birilerinin gelmesini
ve kafamizdan gecenleri yapmasim
beklemek son derece anlamsiz bos
bir hayal olur.

Ne zaman magara olclimtinde
kagak kaz igin kullanilan ve daha sonra
devam etmek icin bir kdsede tutulan
birkazma-kiirek cifti gorsek, birakalan
kazma kiiregi oradan uzaklagtirmamiza,
alip-gotiirmemize ragmen 1srarla; ertesi
giin gelip yerinde bulamayan defineciler
yenisini alir ve tekrar ayni yere koyarlar.
Tekrar alsaniz, tekrar yenisini getirip
koyarlar. Yani itkna etmeniz ashinda
gok zordur. Bu ¢calisma neticesinde elde
ettigimiz en 6nemli ikincil kazang; sayet
birdefinecinin eline cizilen bu hantalar
gecerse ilgingtir ki definecinin kacale
kaziya sevkinin bir anda kirtldigim
ve sopudugunu gozlemledik. En ince
ayrintisina kadar olglilmiis, haritas:
gikanlms, fotograflan gekilmis, hikiyesi
yazilmig, bu mekanlarin defineciler

gozundekiyeri bir anda “hicbir bilinmezi

kalmamis bu yerden bir sey ¢ikmaz"

fikrine domiismekte ve kendine baska
dokunulmanus ve bilinmez bir yer
aramak igin oradan ayrilmay tercih

etmektedir.™

Ir Kopak Dosyas:

seh
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AYSEITIM 0 sUYRK 16 AlL o60

AYMANLI'NIN

KESIF HIKAYES]

Bilgin Yazhk

i nsann en temel gereksinimierinin baginda barinma yer
ahrve bannmas bir hak olark da deferendirilir. Bannma
haklka dogustan gelir ve yagadif alanda bulunma hakla
olarak da ifade edilehilir. insan, varathgmdan bugiine
kadar ¢ok farkh gekillerde bannma problemini ghemiistiir.
Magaralarda baglayan barminma kiiltiirii zaman igerisinde
ver altindan yer Gstiine dogru yonelmis, cadar vog
ve bugiin nihayet modern kent yagamina déniisn
Yagamak igin kullandan mekinem her geyden Gnee givenli
51 perekts drdar, givenl bir barmak v
nun tarih yoloulogu siresmda kegfettig bir
de kavalann oyularak m ] 1
Kayseri'nin bir zaman verkezi oldugu Kapa
baolgesinde Erciyes'in ve Hasan Dafp'nin :kun!'.ll_",'.;
olarak adian X an yumugak
gozenckli lcay ki restlanmaktadr. Bo kavalar
i.:-ﬁzx nekdi ve '.| ak vapilar savesinde basit aletlerle
inzan giicil de rahatga ovulabilmekte ve kolayea bannma
mekanlan varatilabilmektedir. Bugiin Nevgehir, Nigde,
Alesaray, Kurgehir, Kayseri gibi Kapadoloy bélgesi illerinin
birgogunda ok savnda ver alt gehrine, binlerce insan yapam:
magarayn restlanmasmin nedenlerinden biri de budur,
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Bilinen tiim yer alt: sehirlerine kiyasla biliyiik bir farkla Kayseri’nin en biiyiik yer
alt: sehri gectigimiz subat ayinda Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi ile bir protokol
kapsaminda Kayseri’de yer alt: aragtirmalan yapan Obruk Magara Aragtirma
Grubu marifeti ile kesfedildi. Kegfedilen bu yer alt: sehri, Koramaz Vadisi
kéylerinden olan Bilyiik Biiriingiiz kdyii igerisinde yer almakta olup yerel halk
tarafindan bdlgeye Aymanh denildigi icin Aymanh Yer Alti $ehri olarak adlandinidi.

LA [

'\‘"J'I dilen,
mmw:mmm

Btk Biringl iyt Koramz Do
cteklerinde kurulmug, Koramaz Vadisi

toplam yirmi bir yer alts gehri K
Vadisi igerisinde yer almaktadir. Bu yer

alt: gchirlerinden en bityligi ve bilinen

. tilm yer alti gehirlerine kiyasla biyitk

bir farkla Kayseri'nin cn biiyik yer alta

. gehri gegtigimiz gubat ayinda Kayscri
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burada na

kadar na } g olabilird

tama VCIMCT durum:




Iyl destegi ide belirkenmesi hususunda
destek istedik. Magara Hicimleri en az
ik kigilik bir ckiple gergeklestirilir, ben
de Ali Bey'den iki kigi olarak gelmclerini
rica cttim, ancak Ali Bey Kayseri'ye
yalmz gelmigti. Kendisine diger kigi
nerede diye sordugumda, kapah alan
loorkusu olan bana naz bir tarla
“fkini kigi scnsin.” dodi. Itiraz cttiysem
de bagka segenck yoktu, el mahkim o
yeralt gehirlerine gircocktim. Igimden
“Nasilsa burada derin bir yer alti gchri
gikmaz, kolayea Slger kurtulurum.” dive
gegirivordum.

melerimizi sirt gantamuza doldurarak
dondurucy havada Bilvitk Biirlinglizin

yolunu tuttuk. Biyitk Biiriingiiz'c vardiy-

muzda Mchmet Bey'in tiim kil scferber
cttigine gahit olduk. Koyliler bize o giin

Ogle saatine kadar ii¢ girig ghsterdiler.

Uil de verin yaklagk alt: metre altindan
ikerleyen ve en fazla yirmi metre sonra

(okme nedeni ile kapals durumda tiinel-

ler idi. Bir yandan kapalh alan korkusu
olan bir amatidr olarak scvinirken diger
yandan bu kiyde gergekten var olan bir
yer alt vapisimin bizden saklandaum

Ali Yamag il magara Siglim malze-

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz
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kaptlan gibi alanlards bulunur, ortalama
béyiklakte bir yer alu ychrinde bey

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

yerden sirlinerck ben de gegtim.
Tinel o kadar daralmugty ki artik

flcrlemeye devam ederken yer alu
schrinin duvarlanm inceledim. Duvarlar,
sugmug kum idi. Gevreyi inceledikge
birgok noktada ¢Gkmenin oldugunu
gordiim. Bunu fark cttigim an igimi bir
korku sardy, bulundugumue verin Gistiinde

Aymanh yer alt: sehrinin toplam tiinel uzunlugunun
yaklagik alti yiiz on metre oldugunu ve toplam on
yedi kilit tagi barindirdigini hayranhkla okudum, Ali
Bey “Diinyada on yedi kilit tag: olan bir yer alti sehri
daha bilmiyorum.” dedi. Ustelik bu yer alti sehri
Kapadokya'daki drneklerinden farkh olarak dikey
degil, yatay bir yer alti sehri idi.

kidgiik olmas: icin dua edivordum, Ali
Bey'inarkasindan ben de daraak girigten
ile olan intibatimaz tamamcn kesiliyordu,
itk yok,scs ok, tlefon yok.

Girig oldukga dar idi, stiriinerck
ilerledik, ardindan genigge Iur mh

bir bilgi verclim. Bahse konu yer alt
yapilan biyik oguniukla saklanma ve
mmmqhhﬂlnlhqhdm&ldm

nﬂud&i{:wtﬂk(lsnmm
yeryer so cm genigliginde) ve agudurlar,
tam ortalannda isc 10 cm gapinda bir
delik bulunur. Bu delik hem gozctlemek

hmdghpmmmhﬁmmrq

Levartaindd

mﬂdrntglk&wldmwwm
iki kigi marifeti ilc kaps agilir, bu taglar
genellikle savunma odas: kapilan, girig

insantar yagrvordu, cvicrin ve yollann
yaklagik on metre altinda taglagmug kum
igine oyulmug dar tiinellerde ilerlerken
kendimi gok savunmasiz hisscttim. Bu
hislerimi beraber cldugtum Ali Yamag ile
pavlagtim, bana teknik olarak magsranin
ashnda ne kadar da saglam oldugunu
izah etti ve yola devam cttik.

Genigge oda sola dogr uruyord, artk
igerisi zifiri karanhk idi ve ipklanmiz
olmadan bir adim dahi atamaz durumda
kadar ilerledikten sonra dar bir tined
bizi kargilad: ve dizlerimizin @istiinde
ilerlemeye devam cttik, bu gekilde biraz
uikty, tag tiinelin tam ortasinda ve gegigi
engelleyeoek gekilde duruyordu. [gim-
den oh be buradan ddnivoruz diverck
kendimi tesclli ederken Ali Bey'in bir
anda tasin istitndeki ufacik bosluktan
kendini kary tarafa attygim ghrdiim. igim
daraliyordu, geri dénmek istiyordum
ama onu da yapacak cesaretim yoktu,
Al Bey ilerlerken yalmz kalmaktan da

mwﬂmwmmm

klemck de miimkiin e, yerinon
metre altunda dar bir tiinclde sirlinerck
ilerlivorduk. Nihayet tiinel bir odsya
lcﬁ.mnkhudrﬁhu‘:md:g:w—
gimiz hari¢ §¢ tiinc] agz bulunuyordu.
Ali Bey'in “Hadi gel yurant dencyelim.”
dedigini duydum, ivi de bunun bir
wmmw
bilmemiz gerckmez mi dive dilginerck
girdigimiz tiinel afzmna tay dizdim. Yine
dar bir tincle girmigtik, vaklagik clli
metre kadar sitrliinerck devam ettik,
sonra tekrar bir odaya giktik. Bu odada
isc karpmizda i veni tiinel girigi daha
vardy, yani olashklar stirckli artiyor ve
yaps karmagklagiyordu. Dar tiincllerden
gegerken diklatimi duvariarda anh duran
yarasalar gekiyordu, belirli bir derinlige
kadar bize cglik eden yarasalar artik
yok olmugtu. Insan kemikleri oldugunu
diiglindiigiim kemikler goriiyordum yer
yer, vegil renkli sirh seramik pargalan
vmluwm:tdc Avnaywd:mnnkri

Yine bir titncl scgtik ve vine vaklagik clli
metre siiriindip vine bir odaya gkuk. Bu
durum biyle tekrar tekrar devam ctti. Baz
tiincller kapah oldugu icin geri doniip
diger viinclleri deniyorduk ama o kadar
gok varyasyon olugmugtu ki kendimi
artik tamamen kayip hissedivordum. Bu
gekilde yaklagk iki sast kadar llerledik
ve sonunda tiim tiinelleri kapal olan bir
dip odaya kadar geldik

Belli ki Ali Bey de bu kadar biyiik bir
sistem beklemiyordu, duvar-

wkumwmmu
sorun yagarsak buradan asla Qlkamanz.”
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Koramaz Valley of Kayseri, Turkey Rock-Cut Architecture
and Underground Cities

Al Yamag

OBRUK Cave Research Growp, [stawbul, Turkey

Abstract: Without a single architectural feature or archagological finding regarding the period
when it wias excavated, it is very difficult 1o date a rock dwelled structure because these structures
have always been used throughowt history by being changed and some of them are stll being used
even ioday. This problem, which is even applicable 1o only one structure, becomes much meore
significant if you work in a valley, comaining hundreds of rock structures. Kayseri (Cagsarea,
Mazaca) was the capital of ancient Cappadocia during the Roman and Byzantine era. Soft volcanic
rocks, caused by a million-year volcanie activity which continued up to historical periods in the
region, are observed in all over Kayseri Province just as the other areas within Cappadociz as
well s the numerous structares, excavated in those volcanic rocks. Within the scope of a six-
year work; Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project, previously unpublished numernous
underground cities, churches, dovecotes, even rock dwelled villages were explored. As the most
important part of this study, in Koramaz Valley, 16 km in length and incorporating seven differem
villages therein. 476 rock-cut structures were explored and surveyed up io now. Although most
of them are howses and bams, there are alse 42 rock-cut churches, 11 underground shelters and
tens of dovecotes and'or columbariums. We also observed that many structures, likely to be
Roman rock-cut wmbs doe to their architecture and kline-style designs, wmed into storages in

@ time. Likewise, some structures, considered o be Roman eolumbariums, tumed into dovecoies.
Although the only structures, perieds of which were exactly determined, are the churches, dated
between the 7 and 11* centuries, some of the rock-hewn setilements in Koramaz Valley may be
excavated much carlier as a part of rock-cut tradition for thousands of vears.

Keywords: Kaysen, Koramaz Valley, rock-cut church, cliff dwellings.

Introduction oud frome the grownd by nighi. Those acquainted witl

the country collecr wood with cantion; bur there & a

Situated i the Central Anatolian Volcanic Province
{(CAVF} in the middle of Anatolizn Plateaw in Turkey,
Kayseri and its vicinity had a tremendous volcanic activity,
which had stared approximanely 11 million years ago and
continued uniil the Early Holocene (ca. 10,0008 000 ago)
{Aydar ef ol 3012 83-07) As a result of a radiometric
age determination carried out recently, it is understood
that the activity of the main caldera of Erciyes Mounizin
continued until 150,000 to 2000000 years ago and after
this peried, the calders blocked (Alict Sen of al. 2004,
#1-98). But cosmogenic dating show that several smaller
lava flows occurred from monegenetic vents during Early
Holocene, On the other hand, a paragraph about Erciyes in
“Geographica”, written by Strabo in the Ist century AD,
was interpreted by some scholars as the mountain was
sctive in this period as well.

“At a little distance further there are burning plains,
and pits fill of five 1o an exrent of many stadie, so tar
the mecessaries of Iife ane hroight from o distance....
In some parts the Bottown is marshy, and fomes burss

7

datiger fe others, and particelarly 1o cattle, which fall
imgo these hidden pits of fe” (Jones 1929, 12.2.7).

But no Late Holocene volcanic eruption from Erciyes
Mountain has ever been evidenced {Aydar ef al 2019,
565-376).

These continuous eruptions have piled pyroclastic rocks
with an enomsous thickness o0 ihe surface. Both the
clevations on the north and wide plateau on the south of
Kayseri are completely covered by these voleanic rock
deposits. The number of pyroclastic deposits shows
significant differences regionally and is known 1o reach a
thickness of 400 m in the norh of Kayseri {Sen ef al, 2003,
225-246.)

When the volcanic rocks covering the entire area was first
staried 1o be dug and when the inhabitants started to use
the underground as their dwellings sre unknown. Possibly,
this easy to carve soft rock has been dug by local people
for centuries, and a civilization dwelling in rock-cut sites
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was established in the region that is known as Cappadocia
toaday. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn structures
for thousands of years hos made such an archaeological
exploration impossibbe. The earliest dated rock-hewn
struciures tered in C docia  are  probably
Hellenistic rock-cut tombs in Newgehir /Mankoy (Lamesa
2007, Ousterhout 2017) and Roman rock-cut tomhbs
focated in the south of Kaysen, especially the wvicinity
of Aysepinar and Yenikivy (Durukan 2002). On the other
hand, numerous other Roman rock-cut tombs close to
the setilements have been changed in time in accordance
with different purposes. From the FKoman o Byzantine
empires, the variety of the underground and rock-eut
structures in this region was incredible. The structures
carved in rocks in the aren are not limited just with the
houses, bams, dovecotes, tombs, and churches. There are
also monasteries, squeducts, cistemms, and even apiaries
dwelled in rocks and these rock-cut siructures observed
in different pans of Kayseri have been continuously wsed
until today (Gilli and Yamag 2007).

The differemt natwral formations of Cappadocia and
nurmerous reck-dwelled structures dug in thess formations,
especially the reck-cut Byzantine churches, have drawn the
attention of western travellers starting from approximately
300 years ago and have been subject 10 various research
and scientific siudies. These works and studies sianed for
the frescoes in numenows rock-cut churches found in the
area, have expanded 1o other rock-cut structures. Today,
from the underground shelters 1o the hydraulic structures
and from the dovecoles even to the reck-cut apiaries of the
area, there are hundreds of different scholarly works and
siudies (for a comprehensive bibliography see (Hild and
Feestle 1981, Ousterhout 200 7)),

Though the area where all these works and studies are
being carried out is named as Cappadocia, nearly all of
these works are being carried only in Nevsehir - Urgop -
Gioremse trigngle and this area is a very small part of the
ancient Cappadocia.

Cappadocia was a province of both the Roman and the
Byzantine empires. In AD 371 i was the langest province
of the Roman Empire with a total area of 300000 km® and
its capital was Kayseni (Mitchell 2018, Ramsay I1B90).
Kayseri was namsad “Mazaca™ from the Hattians 1o Strabo
and it was changed as “Caesarea” in the honor of Caesar
Augustis in AD 14 and during the 3rd century AD, it was
the largest city of Central Anatolia with a population of
40000 (Baydur 1970

Despite being the capital of Cappadocia during ancient
times, no comprehensive scientific msearch has been
carried out until now in terms of the rock-cul architecture
in Kayseri. To fill this gap we, as DBRUK Cave Research
Group, have started to work for the “Kayseri Underground
Structires Inventory Project” in January 2014. This project,
carried out based on a triple protocol with Foundation fior
the Protection and Promotion of the Environment and
Culrural Heritage (CEKUL) and Kayseri Metropolitan
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Municipality, includes the research, survey, mapping, and
documentation of all the underground structures in this
province.

Ongoing for about six years, “Kayseri Underground
Structures Inventory Project”, has a distinctive place not
only as Turkey s butone of the world's greatest underground
structures research projects with 33 underground cities, six
eliff dwelled villages, 46 rock churches, two underground
aquedects and 10 Assyrian tin mines surveyed and
mventoried until now. Given the fact tha only one of
the cliff dwelled villages has 154 different structures, the
magnitude of the work should be better understood. This
praject has become very significant currently, mainly due
1o the findings in Koramaz Valley.

During our years of work in this valley, we worked with
It researchers from five different couniries, although
convenrtional measurement technigques were used in
general due to the narrowness of many buildings and the
difficulty of working conditions, some important structures
were drawn in 3D with a laser scanner.

‘When we staried the Koramaz Valley rock-cut structures
survey, which spread over 4 long time and realized with
great effons, we mainly had three goals, these were:

I. To wgenly inventory all these rock-cut structures,
which are continuously destroyed every day,

2 If we succeed, o include the Koramaz Valley o
UNESOO World Heritage List,

3. To prepare a comprehensive conservation plan and
restoration projects,

W are happy 10 be able o achieve our first and second
goals after years of work. We are also aware of how difficult
to schieve our third goal is. On the other hand. as a group
that never encourages mass ourism, we will definitely be
mvolved during the preparation of the conservation plans
of Koramaz Valley.

1. General Description of Koramaz Valley

There is an elevation difference of 700 — 800 m between
the plain where Kaysen is lecated, and mounisms located
30 km east of this plain and each creek Aowing down these
hills has formed its valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic
rocks. On the east of Kayseri, there are six different valleys
eroded by these streams flowing down to the valley from
the high hills and there are strucrures carved on the walls
of these valleys by the inhabitants dwelling in the area. The
bongest of these six valleys is Koramaz Valley (Figure 7.1}
In this 16 km long valley, there are in total seven different
villages. From esxsi to west, these are Blyik Boningiz,
Uskobo, Kagitk Bordnglz, Afumas, Dimitre, Vekse, and
lIapudin. Both the imenor and sumounding of these seven
villages located on the slopes of Koramaz Valley are full
of structures carved i rocks. Though it is very hard 1o date
these rock structwres due 1o their continuous usage, the
experts have dated some of these rock-cut churches on the
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Blak Sea -

Figure 7.]. Lecation map showing Kayseri and Koramaz Valley. Fipure created by the suthor. after Google Maps amd Goople Earth.

valley to the 10, and 11, conturies (Karakaya 2014, 2013},
O the other hand, it is a generally accepted assumption
that the underground cities on Koramaz Valley have been
dug berween the 7. and 10, centuries by the Christians
living in the region as a protection against the Arab raids
(Cooper and Decker 2012, Hild and Restle 1981). Beyond
all these. though rock-cut structures have changed in
time due to different usages, by taking into consideration
the entrance carvings and interior architecture, the first
purpose of construction of some structures near Afimas
can be Roman rock-cul tombs (Gilli 200 7a) To sum up, it
is possible fo say that the background of all these strsctures
carved in rocks on Koramar Valley dates back to at least
2 (M) years ago and probably to even older times.

Tneotal 476 different rock-cut struc tures lave been explored
and surveyed in Koramaz Valley and there are 42 rock-cut
churches and |1 undergrownd cities smong these struciures,
Though most of the other rock-cut structures surveyed were
houses, dovecotes, and barns, it is considered that at lexst
18 of them have been dug as the Roman rock-cut tombs
wndl 16 of the structures have been dug as o Colinmbariii
(Gilli 201 Ta, Gilli and Yamag 2017, Yarlik 2019,

79

Soft pyroclastic rocks eroded with streams formed various
valleys all sround Cappadocia and almost all of those
valleys have rock-cul structures. Longest of them all,
Thlara Valbey, which is 12 km, has 23 rock-cut Byzantine
churches, some having strikingly beautiful freseoes, Zelve
Valley, which is sctually two different valleys intersecting
each other and forming a wriangle, has a rock-cut village
with 4 churches, a mosque, and a total of 27 rock-cut
structures. People lived in those rock-cut houses until the
19505 and the village abandoned due to rock collapses.
Several other small valleys around Goreme, eg. Zemi,
Gitvercinlik, Kiliglar, Meskendir were mainly wsed for
agriculmral purposes during the Byzamtine era {Burmi and
Petitia 2005, Castellani 2002, Gilli 200 Tb, Gilli and Yamag
2015). So, although some of them have few rock-cut
churches, their main rock-cut structures are underground
irrigation/flood contrel aqueducts and dovecotes (Gilli and
Yamag 2013).

I we compare Koramaz Valley with the other valleys of
Cappadocia, the most noticeable difference is the amount
and variety of rock-cut structures of this valley. First ofall,
with a 1otal numbser of 476, it has more than the sum of all
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the rock-cut structures in all other valleys of Cappadocia
Secondly, there is no other valley within the whole
Cappadocia with such a vaniety of rock-cut structures. Here

in Koramaz_ we can find not only houses, bams, dovecotes,

or churches bur also monasie columbariums, snd even
Roman tombs. And finally, i

that people still live in or aroand. Apan from the rock-cut

the only valley in the region

structures and cliff settbements in the valley, the viltages of
Koramaz Valley are full of centuries-obd buildings, some
dated back 10 13 and 14. centuries, Recemly accepted to
UNESCO World Henitage Site tentafive list, new projects
for the restoration and profectic
the valley had abready begun

of various struciures in

All these rock-cut siructure
ved village by v

5 in Koramaz Valley e

e from east o west

ik Biriingiz Village

itk Bikring
at the beg

2 Willage is located 30 km east of Kayseri,
of Kommaz Valle
of lvriz Mountain with a height o

been the bi 1 settlement of the valley. In accordance
with the Chiow strations for the year 1300, all 99
lhouses were Christians, whereas in 1520, 92 houses were
Christians, and 10 houses were Muslims (lnbag: 1993)
Differently from the other six setflements in Koramaz
Valley, ther o By ik Blringiiz
Village i

and on the slopes

58 m, has always

no eliff settleme

As it is also observed in
ound defense struc
end beneath the entire settlement like

valley, all unde

the howses and

a cobweb (Figure 7.2) At the end of our explorations,

Figure 7.1 Buyik Rarang

¢ Undergroand City. Phetograph by A,

o

®
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two  differest  unde have comnected at
a point and with a 1.273 m, Boyok
Bitriingiz Underground City became not only the

est

underground city of Koramaz Valley but also of Kayseri

millstone doors
are blocked, this

Province. 1t has another record with its
(Yamag 2009, 63

underground city, which extends beneath the entire village

6} As several ©
will possibly be much longer.

1.2, Subasi (Cskibii) Village

{Inbagy 1993}, this
was probably set

all and entirely Christian vil
af its curreni location in the
Subagi Underground Ciny,

Ottoman period & well
bocated approximately 2 km southeast of the village on
a deserted plain, is different from all o
cities in Koramaz Valley both in terms of its location and
architecture. The structure is located approxir
km southeast of Subas Vil eried plain
towards Sivri Mowmzin. This underground eity, dug in a

er underground

brokenly welcanic wfl and appearing as a small hill on
the ground. has two entrances one of which has opened

due o a collapse. One of the entrances of the structure is

on the north wall of an nlh..n Erownd structure oosistil
chamber and iwo side rooms
mber. The only millstone door
of Subagi Underground City is ar the other entrance on the

of a roughly d

connected 1o the main ¢

Keskin.



Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Envanteri
ALTINCI ARA RAPOR

@

— |
Tris material Fas been putibsred i e, AR S3054 efed by
and downicad for persoral use oaly, produced in any fomm w
Koramaz Falley af Kayseri, Turkey Rock-cot Architectire and Underground €
) SUBASI ROCK-CUT COMPLEX & CHURCH
N o Subag. Melikgazl, Kayseri
"y 5 e Al Yamag (Oct. 2017)
| o
'\\': '
— chwurch
! =
o T
z. ¥
= . 7y ;
~ #
b
|
D e e P
0 8 0 #0m .
Figure 7.3, Plan of Subag rock-cut comples. Figure created by the anihor
@ northwest of the south tunnel, This undesground shelier

with a low cei and intertwined rooms completely has

the gual ions of a labyrinth

There is & huge rock-cut sticture complex, located 200
m northwest of Subags Village dug
a church as well. In this structure e

a rocky slope, with

plex, excavaied
on a steep wall there are 11 different structures of all
sizes. Some are connected with tunnels and this complex,
consisting of some small chambers and a chamber in the
size of 100 m* an
most possibly @
kitchen, dining hall, livi
chamber (Figure 7.3).

kitchen with oven and chimney, is

wstery with its church, court

The

with

hurch in this complex s a cross planmed sin
1 approximately rec

angular planned narmhex i
and can be dated 1w the 105119 centuries by taking into
rration the simikar examples in Géreme {Karakaya

o

2004Y It is one of the two largest rock-cor churches in
7.4)

Koramaz Valley
O the partially destroved south wall of the narthex, w
has o barrel-vault ce

v, there is an srcosolium.
1.3, Kigiek Biiriingilz Village

Kibpitk Bikr
afier Subags V'
Villag

registratio

z is the third village in Koramaz Valley
e and is just 1 km away from Sub
00 dated Otioman

In accordance with

, this vill had 12 houses, all of which Figure 7TA. Church of Subay rmck-cut complex. Phatograph
were Christians, and in 1520, the number of houses by AJE. Keskin,

21
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increased e 22 (Inbagi 1993}, And in the 1831 population
census, all 34 houses in the village had become Muslims
as a result of the immigration or religious conversion
(Clmern 2008 ). The small wall setthements group, located
400 m west of Kigdk Biringiz Village on the rocky
slopes of Koramaz Valley and extending on a line with a
length of 200 m in total in the north-south axle, consists
of cight independent structures in tofzl. In two of these
structures, most of which are dwelling or feedlot, there
are small defianse shelters reached by munnels. This rock
settlement in Kogik Borlngiz has been destroyed much
more when compared with the similar in Afrnas and
Dimitre. Though one of the reasons for this destruction
is the illicit excavations observed in the region, the
collapses and erosions in the region are much more
than all sertlements of Koramaz Valley. The intensity of
the collapses even makes it impossible o estimane the
purpose of the construction of certain structures in this
rock-cut settlement.

L4 Agirmas VMillage

Afimias Village has located 4 km north of Kogik Boringiz
Village and on the slopes of Koranaz Valley. In sccordance
with the popilation and tax records of the Ortoman Ermgane,
there were 53 Christian and 3 Muslim families in 1500. In
1520, this changed as 72 Christian and * Muslim families
{Inbagi 1993} The oldest houses of the village are on the first
two lines fcing Kovamaz Valley and the house of Mimar
Sinan (“Sinan the Architect™), who was bom here in 1489,
is also among these houses. Beneath all these old houses,
there is an underground defence structune connecting 1o each
other with tmnels. As we have seen s similar one in Blyok
Boringoz Village, this underground shelter, extending
beneath the entire village like a cobweb, continues through
the entire neighbourbaod by expanding to two different floors
beneath the house of Mimar Sinan and extends beneath all
surroinding houses. Mimar Sinan Underground City spreads
to o total wreq of LE30 m in two-storeys (Figure 7.5)

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUND CITY
Agimas - Kayser - Turkey
Bureey: E Tok, E Gl C Cankmib, & Yamac (Fed, 2078

Figure 7.5, Plan of Mimar Sinan Underground City in Agunas Vilage. Figore created by E. Tok, E. Gilli

C. Cankimb & A, Yamag.
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As some of the interconpections have been cancelled,
currently, we see four different underground stractures
beneath ihe house of Mimar Sian, but it is obvicus deai they
were one single strecture. The existence of four millswone
doors; three of them in i, makes it obvicus that the
structune was buili for proteciive purposes. { Yamag and Tok
T-4h).

205,

Another underground city in the village, located 300 m
south of the cemire. is on a rocky slope on the east o
Koramaz Valley. The main entrance of this structure,
which is currently open 1o tourisis, s protected with a
millstome door. After the first room in the entrance, there is
a small church (Figure 7.6) After the church there is a lu
chamber, with a lengih of 24 m and a widih of 4 m, wh
has quite impressive workmanship, Another entrance on
the northeast of the chamber has been cancelled but the
millstone door protecting the entrance still exists

T Wesl

O the other hand, located approximately 500
of Afimas, there is an enomous rock dwelled village
on the walls of Koramaz Valley [Figure ). Though
ilar of this rock dwelled village, extending 10
three different walls at the southwest of Afimas Village
where Koramaz Valley is forked, can be seen i diffi
places in Cappadocia, these cliff sertlements in Afinas

the sir

Figure 7.6. Church of Afurnss Undergrowmd Shelter.
Photepraph by R. Siraub.
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Koramazr Valley is quite different in many sspects from
all other similar examples.

The first and most important difference is the size
of Afimas CLHff Settlements. Here, in total 154 rock
dwelled structures. have been explored and surveyed on
three diffe
structures are houses, storage units, bams or dovecotes,
there are 5 churches and in add s in the
village, there are 4 more underground shelters. By
taking into consideration the churches and underground
sheliers in these settlemenits, it is easy 1o date the rock-cui
architecture in this region between the 7_and 1 1. centuries
(Lamesa 2011 ) however, some of structures in this region
are quite evidently the Roman rock-cut tombs (Gilli and
Yamag 2007) Likewise, at least six of the dovecotes
in those cliff senlemems are Roman columbarioms

it walls of the valley. Though most of these

to the on

(Figure 7.8). Therefore, we can say that these rock
structures in Afirmas date 1o a1 least 2000 years ago
(Gilli 2017, Gilli Wazlik 201%)

nd Yamag 20

1.5 Dimitre Village

4 km afier Afimas, Koramaz Valley reaches Dimitre
Village. Differently from all other six willages in the
valley, in accordance with Ottoman registrations from
the beginning of the 16. century, the entire village was
Muslims. In the registrations, in 1300, 37 houses, and
in 1320, 48 houses were recorded in the village (Il
1993). The Greek name of this village, documented 1o
be entirely Muslims for 300 years with the Ottoman

registrations, proves that the history of this village is much
older than the [500s. Moreover, the “millsione doors™,
siill existing in some funnels, shows thai these struciures

were constructed for defence and as it is observed all
over Cappadeciz, these underground shehiers were dug
by the Christians to defend themselves against the Arab
raids started in th

CERIuUry

Old Dimitre Vil is not located on the mainline of
Kommmaz Valley, but on the north slopes of a branch

extending to the east (F )

ure 7.9). This region is the
deepest point on the entire route of Koramaz Valley; here,
in Dimitre branch, the depth of the valley reaches 80 m.
The

more than the rsck-cut structures around Afinas, The

rock-cut structures on the walls of this branch are

most important reason is that, differently from mas,

the residents of Dimitre Village continued to live in

these rock-cut structures until recently. When the village
became uninhabitable due to the collapses. in 1966, it has
moved 1o the plain on the valley, o its current settbement
(Cémen 2008 )

The rock-cut settlements of Dimitre have changed much
more due to s inhabitation and usage until such a recent
date. The original underground structures have changed
over and over g
top of them. Durin,
the householders removed the rocks of the houses and used

ain, and houses have been constucted on

the relocation of the villag

them in the construction of the new houses. As a result of

5 version Is ree o view
isit wew barpublishing oo
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Figure 7.7. Keramaz Valley develops south of Agornas Village, with another small branch toswards the north. All these three
rock walls of the valley are Full of reck-cot dwellings. Figure created by the auther, afier Google Maps and Goeple Earth.

Figure 7.8 A columbarium in Keramaz Valley mear to
Agvmas Village. Photograph by R Siraub.

the remsoval of the reck houses constructed, the old rock-
cut structures beneath have come to light,

During this study, in Old Dimitre Village, in total 229 rock-
cut sertlements have been explored and surveyed. Among
these structures, most of which are dwelling, feedlot, and
dovecote, there are also seven small meck-cut churches
(Figure 7.10) and eight underground shebiers. When all
these numbers are taking into consideration, it is apparent

84

that Cld Dimitre Village s the biggest cliff settlement of
Turkey researched until now.

These 229 structures scattered for %00 m are more intense in
the northwest and southeast pars of the wall; however, they
become rare in the middle parts. Architecturally, churches
are quite similar; all of them are with o length of 67 m and
have horseshoe apse. Eight different underground shelters,
bocated in the cliff senlemens and scattered 1o almost all
parts, have abso been explored. The millstone doors and
or operation resms in the wnnels and the sheliers explored
are much smaller tean the underground cities in Boyik
Bikriingz or Afrnas villages. Most of the sheliers have
ong of & most two rooms. And the longest underground
shelter explored is a three-room struchuere with a tunmnel
of 35 m in total, located on the southeast of the cliff
settlement. Another reason why the defence sheliers in
the cliff settlements in Old Dimitre Village are less and
smaller compared 1o the other villages is that the residents
of this village lived in these dwellings uniil recenily and
probahbly, constantly changed and sdapied these structures
aceording 1o their needs. The top of this valley wall, where
these clifl settlements are located, is a flat rocky platesu
and on this upper plateaw, there are tens of rock-cint graves
carved in the rocks on the ground. Probably, the nunsber of
these graves belonging to the Roman or Byzantine periods
5 much more than the ones encountered in different pans
of Koramaz Yalley.
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Figure 7.9, West corner of Dimitre Village ¢l settlement. Photegraph by B. Langferd.

1.6, Vekse Vilage

The next stop after Dimitre in Koramaz Valley is Vekse
Village which is 2.5 km far This semlement, located

from place o place and extending like a wall from one end
1o the other.

Structurally, Vekse is very similar to Afimas. On one
side of the valley, 1 e and on
the other side, there are the rock-cut structures. Thoug

re is the current vi

under normal conditions the rock-cul structures on the
walls of the valley are expecied to be older than the
pe itsell, in Wekse, just like in Afunas, there are

fence structures and rock-cul churches
both in the village and on the walls of the valley. And
mas, the

this shows that just like the residemts in 2
1 by

residents in Viekse continued o live sides of

sramaz Valley., Differently fros

nas and Dimitre,

£
e are not many rock-cut settlements on the walls of
Koramaz Valley extending in front of Vekse. The number
of rock-cut structures determined on the north and south
12

walls is just in total and five of these strsctures
are churches. Probably, all other rock-cut structurcs
are under the new howses of the current village. Apan
from Vekse Church No. 1, all other four churches have
approximately & m axle, horseshoe apse plans and are
small siructures. Vekse Church No. |, located
ately 400 m southesst of Vekse on 8 rocky

Figure 7.10. A sminll Byzantine chorch in Dimitre Village.
Photapraph by [N Albay, hill, is the largest of 42 rock-cut churches explored and

0
L
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VEKSE CHURCH NO 1
Vekse, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Ali Yamag, Ekaterina lanovskaya (Dec. 2017) o'mag

Figure T.1L Plan of Vekse Church Mo.l. Figure created by A Yamag & E, linovskayi.,

surve

ved in Koramaz Valley and has o quite different
| T.11, Figure 7.1 The structure is

ed o ih

walls,

architecture (

h. In the lower

parts of the west and

niches

# of the church is a Bya

in-square” style. In the apse free-

shape altar thiat was : from rock pro

e supporied with ular vaulis and s

» apse. Dome pil

o with tria

¥, Since e
nick. the other

i been dug. One fresco preserved

h part is not ik

the east will between apses and two |

can be seen.

L7, Fspudlen Filage

Ispadin is bo

less curved

amiber of

inan houses

wre 7.0 2 Vekse Church No. 1, view from the apse towards
the mave, Photograph by R. Straub.
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ISPIDIN CHURCH NO 1
Ispidin, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Ali Yamag (Dec. 2017)

R

Figure 7.13, Plan of Ispidsn Church No. 1, Figure created by the suthor.

scattered to different poinis of the valley and the lack of
dwellings apart from 34 small rock-cut structures on the
same rocky slope s as interesting as the excessive numbser
of churches in such o small village. As we have observid
in Vekse, it is probable thar all old rock dwelled or
underground structures in [spidim must be under the modem
houses of the village. On the other hand, even if we assume
that, in a village with 19 houses in total in 1300, it is hard
o explain the existence of 14 different rock-cut churches
approximately 500 yoars ago. All these 14 churches sre
approximately in similar sizes and are small siructures
with the main axle leagth of approximately 6-7 m. Apant
from ome church, all other churches have horseshoe plan
apse. In three churches, there s a windowed templon
carved to the main rock between the apse and nave. Ispidin
Church Mo 1, & small rock-cut church, located on the
rocky ridge next to the bridge that crosses the Koramaz
Valley in the southwest of the village, was the anly densely
frescoed chirch we bave come across in Kayseri. We say
“it was” because the intense destruction by illicit diggers
that we have observed in this chusch only in the last year is
incredible. Most of the frescoes dated 11 10 13* centuries
are now unrecognizable. The church architecture is a cross
plan and there i< a ssall narthes in the nonh. (Figure 7.13,
Figure 7.14) (Karakaya 2013, Straub et al. 2019).

87

1. Conclusions

As OBRUK Cave Research Group, we have been camying
out artificial cavity research and inventory projects in six
different provinces of Turkey for years. All these works,
but especially with the intense concenration of rock-cut
structures in seven different villages, Koramaz Valley
is imporiznt because it shows that a rock-cut dwelling
lifiestyle has been widespread in the region for centurics
of even millennin.

Supporting 4 comprebensive database 1o be created in
the future with archasological research carned out within
the bounds of possibility will enable us to evaluate these
structures, which have only been examined in terms of
reck-cut churches, from a different perspective.
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reached an unbelievable level. It would be impossible
without his dedicated attitude and extraondinary efforns.
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Figure T.14. Ispidm Church N1, view from the mave towards the apse. Photograph by K. Straub.
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Rock-cut Byzantine churches of Koramaz Valley
(Kayseri, Turkey)

Le chiese rupestri bizantine della Valle di Koramaz (Kayseri,
Turchia)

Ali Yamacg®

Abstract

Diespite being the capital of Cappadocia during the Roman and Byzantine era, no comprehensive scientific research has
been carried out untll now in terms of the rock-cut archilecture in Kayse (Caesarea, Mazaca). To fill this deficiency we, as
DBRUK Cave Research Group, have siarted io work for the “Kaysen Undenground Structures Inventory Project” in January
2014. This project, camied out based on a triple protocol with Foundation fior the Protection and Promation of the Environ-
ment and Cultural Heritage (CEKOL) and Kayseri Matropofitan Municipality, includes the research, survey, mapging, and
documantation of all the underground structures located in Kayseri temritory. This project, covering the entire province and
onguoing for six years, has become very significant and important cumrently, which was not expected in the beginning, with
4 Byzantine rock-cut churches, 33 underground shelters, 3 underground agqueducts, 10 Assyrian tin mines and 2 cliff-
dwelling villages with 476 different rock-cut deelling structures in total. explored, researched and inventonied for the first
time by OBRUK Team. The most valuable part of this project camed out in various areas in Kayser is Koramaz Valley.

Four of these newly found Byzantine rock-cut churches are located in different areas of Kayseri and all the remaining 42
churches are located in Koramaz Valley. In this valley, there are seven different villages and both the interior and surround-
ing of all these villages are full of rock-dwelled structures. Though most of these stnschures are houses, warshouses, barns,
and dovecotes, there are also several rock-cut churches. Though a part of these previously unexplored churches of the
walley are small and without fresco, there are frescoes on the walls of few churches and some of the chwrches researched
are &z large as the simidar examples in Cappadocia. On the other hand, another rock-cut structure complex located in the
valley is 8 monastery. In this article. these newly explored 42 Byzantine rock-cut churches of Koramaz Valley are explained.

Keywords: Kaysen, Koramaz Valley, Cappadocia, Byzantine rock-cut church.

Riassunto

Banché l'odierna Kayseri (in antico Cassarea, Mazaca) sia sfata la capitale della Cappadocia durante 'epoca Romana
& Bizantina, sulls sua architetiura rupestre, sino ad ora, non & stata condotta nessuna ricerca scientfica esauriente. Per
colmare questa carenza, il Gruppo di Ricernca Speleclogica OBRUK di Istanbul, da gennaso 2014, ha iniziato ad opera-
re neflambito del *Kayseri Undenground Structures Inventory Project”. Quesio progefio, condotto sulls base di un friplo
protocollo con la “Foundation for the Prolection and Promotion of the Environment and Cultural Heritage (CEKULY & con
I'dsmministrazions della Citta di Kayseri, si occupa della ricerca, mappatura & documentazione di tufte ke strutture sotterra-
naa inchese nel suo temitonio. || progetio, della durata di s=i anni. & diventato particolarmente significativo, travalicando le
aspeltative iniziali, con Mesplorazions & |3 catalogazions, per |a pima volta da pare del feam OBRUK, di un insospatiato
nurmero di cavitd antropogeniche, tra cui 46 chiese rupestri bizantine, 33 rifugi sotterranei. 3 acquedotti ipogei, 10 miniers
di stagno assire e due villaggi “a parete” costihuiti da 476 differenti ambisnfi.

Le ricarche pid importanti sono state condotte nella valle di Koramaz, dove, su uno swiluppo di sedici chilomedri, sono pre-
senti sefle villaggi. sotto e attorno ai quali sono localizzate nnumerevoli strutture nepestn. Benché nella maggior parte dei
casi 5i tratti di unitd abitative, magazzini, fienili e piccionase, sono anche present parecchie chiese nupestn, in precadenza
del tutto sconosciute. Una parte, che potrebbe essere definita di “tipo familiare”, risulta di modeste dimensioni & priva
di affreschi; altre sono invece decorate da cich pittori di notevole pregio, anche se mofto rovinati, ed hanno dimensioni
comparabili & quelle gia noie nel mdndaila Cq;patlmua Inodtre, uno dei complessi pit articolati localizzato nella valle
potrebbe comisponde ad un vero e propno ir L] stico. In questo aﬂ[ﬂnmﬂgmndnr.umm‘lﬂh slcune delle
guarantadue chiese rupestri presenti nelle formazioni rocciose lungo |a valle di Koramaz, di cui soltanto due sono state in
passato oggetio di pubblicaznoni.

Parole chiave: Kaysen, Vale di Koramaz, Cappadocia, chiess rupesin bizantine.

DBRUK Cove Hesearch Group, Istanbul (Turkey). ayamec@gmail com

Orera IrocEa I - 2021
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Riock-cut Byzanfine churches of Koramaz Valey (Kaysed, Turkey)

Introduction

Bituated in the Central Anatohan Voleanic Provines
(CAVP), in the middle of Anatolian Plateau in Tur-
key, Kayseri and its vicimty had a tremendous vol-
canic activity, which had started approximately 11
million years ago and continued until the Early Holo-
cene (ca. 10,000 — 8000 vears ago) (Aydar et al., 2012;
Innocents, Mazzucly, Pasquaré, Radicath Ih Brozolo,
& Villan, 1975), has piled pyroclastic rocks with an
enormous thickness on the surface. Both the eleva-
tions on the north of Kayeeri and wide plateau on
the south of Kayseri are completely covered by these
voleanic rock deposits. The amount of pyroclastic de-
posits shows significant differences regionally and 15
known to reach a thickness of 400 m in the north of
Kayseri (Sen, Kirkgioflu, Aydar, Gourgaud, & Vin-
cent, 2003).

When the voleanic rocks covering the entire area were
firet started to be dug and when the inhabitants start-
ed to use the underground as their dwellings are un-
known. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn struc-
tures for thousands of vears has made such an ar-
chaeological exploration impossible. The earliest dat-
ed rock-hewn structures encountered in Cappadocia
are probahly the Boman rock-cut tombs in Nevgehir
| Mazmikiy and south of Kayseri, especially Aygepinar
and Yenikéy (Durukan, 2012). From the Roman to
Byzantine empires, the variety of the underground
and rock-cut structures was incredible. The structures
carved 1n rocks in the area are not mited just to the
houses, barns, dovecotes, tombs, and churches. There
are also monasteries, aqueducts, cisterns, and even
apiaries housed in the rocks and these rock-cut struc-
tures observed in different parts of Kayseri area have
been continuously used until today (Gilli & Yamag, in
press).

The different natural formations of Cappadocia and
numercus rock-dwelling structures dug in these for-
mations, especially the rock-cut Byzantine churches,
have drawn the attention of numerous travelers start-
ing from approximately 300 years ago and have been
subject to varous researches and scientific studies.
These works and studies started for the frescoes in
numerous rock-cut churches found in the area, have
expanded to other rock-cut structures. Today, from
the underground shelters to the hydraulic structures
and from the dovecotes even to the rock-cut apiaries
of the area, there are hundreds of different scholarly
works and studies, Though the volecanic area of over
20,000 sq km where surveys are being carried out is
named as Cappadocia, nearly all of these researches
were performed only in Nevgehir - Urgiip - Giremes
triangle and this area is a very small part (ca. 5,500 sq
km) of the ancient Cappadocia.

Cappadocia was a provinee of both the Roman and
the Byzantine empires. In AD 371 it was the largest
province of the Roman Empire with a total area of
50,000 sg km and its capital was Kaysenn (Mitchell,
2018; Ramsay, 185)). Kayseri was named “Mazaea”
from the Hattians to Strabo and it was changed as
“Caesarea” in the honor of Caesar Augustus in AD 14.
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Fig. 1 - Localion maps showing Kayseri and Horamaz \Valley
{after Google Maps and Google Earth-slaboration A. Yamag).

Fig. 1 - Mappe con la posizione dif Kaysen e dela Valle di Ko-
ramaz (da Google Maps e Google Earth-sisborazione A. Ya-
mag).

During the 3" century AL, it was the largest city of
Central Anatolia.

Despite being the capital of Cappadocia durning ancient
times, no comprehensive scientific research has been
carried out until now in terms of the rock-cut architec-
ture in Kayseri. To fill this deficiency we, as DERUK
Cave Research Group, have started to work for the
“Kayeeri Underground Structures Inventory Project”
i January 2014. This project, carried out based on &
triple protocol with Foundation for the Protection and
Promotion of the Environment and Cultural Heritage
(CEKUL) and Kayseri Metropalitan Municipality, in-
cludes the research, survey, and documentation of all
the underground structures located in Kayseri. This
project, covering the entire province with an area of
17,500 sq km {of which about 6.000 sq km consists of
voleanic rocks), and ongoing for six years, has become
very significant currently, mainly due to the fAndings
in Koramaz Valley.

General Description of Koramaz Valley

There 15 an elevation difference of 700 - 800 m be-
tween the plain where Kayseri is located and moun-
tains located 30 km east of this plain: consequently,
each creek flowing down these slopes has formed its
valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic rocks. East of
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Kayser: there are six different valleys eroded by these
streams flowing down from the high hills; in the rock
sides of these vallevs, there are structures carved by
the inhahitants dwelling in the area for hundreds,
or even more for thousands of years. The longest of
these six vallevs 1s Koramaz Valley (fig. 1). In this 16
km long valley there are in total seven different vil-
lages. From west to east, these are Buyiik Biringiz,
Uakiibii (Subas), Kagik Biringi:, Afnrnas, Dimitre,
Vekse, and lspidin. Both the interior and surround-
ings of these seven villages, located on the slopes of
Koramaz Valley, are full of structures carved into the
rocks. Though it 15 very hard to date these structures
due to their continuous usage, the experts have dated
some of the rock-cut churches in the valley to the Sth
and 11th centuries. On the other hand, it is a gener-
ally accepted assumption that the underground shel-
ters on Koramaz Valley have been dug between the
Tth and 10th centuries by the Christians living in the
region as a protection against the Arab raids.

Beyond all these, the experts examining the rock-
cut structures near Afirnas have stated that, though
these structures have changed over time due to differ-
ent usages, by taking into consideration the entrance
decoration and mterior architecture, at least 18 of the
cavities on the valley have been dug as Roman rock-
cut chamber tombs and 16 as Columbarium (Gilli,
2017; Yazhk, 2019). To sum up, it is possible to say
that the background of all these structures carved in
rocks on Koramaz Valley dates back to at least 2,000
vears ago and probably to even older times (Yamac.
in press). Recently aceepted to UNESCO Warld Herit-
age Site tentative list, new projects for the restoration
and protection of various structures and churches in
Koramaz Valley have already begun.

Rock-cut Churches of Koramaz Valley

There are 42 different rock-cut churches in and
around five wvillages of Koramaz Valley. Although
most of them can be accepted as “family-type” small
churches without any ornaments, which was a tradi-

tion in the Byzantine Empire during this period, few
others are large and having frescoes. Only two of these
42 churches had been published previously.

List of rock-cut churches aceording to the villages of
Koramaz Valley is below:

VILLAGE NO. OF CHURCHES
Biiyiik Buriingiiz -

Suhag 1 (monastery)
Kugik Biirtingiiz -

Afirnas 15

Dimitre 7

Vekse il

Ispdin 14

TOTAL 42

Considering that some of the rock-cut churches we re-
searched in the valley are very similar to each other,
we decided that it would not be necessary to describe
all of them individually and in detail. Therefore, in
this article, while we will give accounts of all these
churches we explored based on their villages, we will
give details only for a few more important ones.

Subas (Uskiibii) Village

The previous name of Subag Village was Uskiihii
and earlier it was Skopi. There 15 a huge complicated
atructure, located 200 m northwest of Subag Village,
dug on a rocky slope, with & church as well. In this
settlement, excavated on a steep wall and located on
a hine with a length of 180 m, there are 11 different
structures of all sizes. Some are connected with tun-
nels and this complex, consisting of some small cham-
bers and a room in the size of 100 sq m, as well as
a kitchen with oven and chimney, is most possibly a
monastery with its church, courtyard, kitchen, dining
hall, lving spaces, and ceremomial chamber (hg. 2,
fig. 3, hg. 4).

The church i= a cross planned structure with an ap-
proximately rectangular narthex in front, barrel

s h.-_.! ‘

Fig. 2 — General view of Subsg rock-cut comgdex (phoio A. Yamag)
Fig. 2 — \ista generale del complezso rupestre di Subag (foto A. Yamag).
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Fig. 3 - General plan of Subagi rock-cut complex (drewn A
‘Yamag).

Fg. 3 - Flanimetna generale del complesso rupestre df
Subag (grafica A Yamag).

Fig. 4 — Church of rock-cut complex of Subass: (photo A E. Ke-
skin).

Fig. 4 — Chiess del complesso rupesire di Subag (foto AE
Heskin).

vaulted, with grave miches at the entrance and the
south wall partially destroyed. The church is one of
the two biggest rock-cut churches in Koramaz Valley
together with Vekse Church No 1; taking into consid-
eration the similar examples in Gireme (Karakaya,
2014), 1t can be dated to the 10 - 11* centures.

Agirnas Village

Afnrnas Village is located 4 km north of Subas: Village
and on the slopes of Koramaz Valley. In accordance
with the population and tax records of the Ottoman
Empire, there were 53 Christian and 3 Muslim fami-
lies in 1500, In 1520, this changed as 72 Christian and
2 Mugslim families (Inbag, 1993). The oldest houses of
the village are on the first two lines facing Koramaz
Valley and the house of Mimar Sinan (“Smnan the Ar-
chitert”), who was born here in 1489, is also among
these houses (Yamag & Tok, 2015).

Apart from the two churches which were constructed
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during 1%* century, there are a total of 15 rock-cut
churches in and around Afirmas Village, and only
one of them 1s in the village. This church is inside the
“Afrnas Underground Shelter™ which is located 200 m
south of the village center, dug on a rocky slope on the
east of Koramaz Valley, left bank. The main entrance
of this structure, which 18 currently open to tourists,
15 protected with a millstone door. After the first room
in the entrance, there is a church with a length of 8.40
m and the main axis of northwest-southeast direction.
As often encountered in Cappadocia, the church has

a barrel-vault celling and a horseshoe apse. There
are three niches on the south wall of the church and
a single niche both on west and north walls. A pas-
sage on the west wall connects the church to storage
chambers. Most possibly the church must have been
excavated within the underground shelter. between
&+-11* centuries (hg. 5, fig. 6).

On the other hand, located approximately 5000 m west
of Afirnas, there is an enormous cliff settlement on
three different walls of Koramaz Valley, where the
valley is forked. Here, in total 195 rock-cut dwelling

AGIRNAS UNDERGFI.GLIND SHELTER & CHURCH

Afirnas - Melikgazi - Kayse
Drawn: E. Tok, C. Cankinh {July201‘.i":l

o'mag

Fig. 5 - Pian of Agenas Undenground Shelter. On the upper nght cofer thie langed-scale church s reproduced (drewn E. Tok &

C. Cankanli).

Fig. 85— Pianta del Rifugéo Soiterranen of Adumas. In afto, 8 destra & riprodadts la chiesa & pil grande scals (grafics E. Tok & .

Cankirh).
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Fig. & — Church of Afimas Underground Shelter (photo R. Straub).
Fig. &— Chiega dei Rifugio Sotferraneo oi Agwmas (fofo R. Strawub).
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structures have been explored and surveved. Though
most of these structures are houses, storage units,
barns, or dovecotes, there are also 14 churches. By tak-
ing into coneideration the churches and underground
shelters in these settlements, rock-cut architecture in
this region can also be dated between the T and 11t
centuries (Lamesa, 2011). Rock-cut churches in these
cliff settlements will be explained according to their
loeations on the walls (fig.7).

Agimas South Wall Churches

In this section of the chff settlement. a total of 154
rock-cut structure had been surveyed and there are
eight different churches which can probably be dat-
ed to Late Byzantine Era. Luckily we know the loeal
names of all of them. These names, given by the in-
habitants of the village centuries after the construe-
tion of these churches, have nothing to do with their
history. Even, as there are no frescoes inside those
churches, they are not names originating from images
like in Géreme. However, we think it is more original
than numbering. as we have had to do in the case of
the churches of Vekse and Ismdin villages.

Héngele Church

Both the entrance and the apse of this church are
facing east and the main axis of the structure 1s to-
wards the north. The window behind the apse is
the only example in the region. There are two ar-
cosolium graves next to each other on the northern
wall of the church, which measures 6.03 m * 293 m
and has a height of 3 m. The door of the church has
highly detailed workmanship and the embossed cross
ahove the entrance door is rare. There 15 a grave on
the right and left of the entrance door in the atrium.
These graves are thought to belong to the denors of
the church. The umque workmanship at the entrance
gate and the arcosolium tombs 1n 1t suggest that this
structure could be excavated as a Roman tomb before
it was converted into a church around the 11th cen-
tury (fig.8).

Agimas North Wall Churches

Starting with the entrance of the valley by Afrnas,
this chiff settlement group continues to the south from
here and unites with the southern wall structures.

_Agirnas .
Underground City
o e

Fig. T - Koramaz \alley develops south of Ajsmas Village, with another smafl branch towands Morth. AR those three rock walls of
the valley are full of mok-cut dwellings (after Google Earth-elaboration A Yamag).

Fig. T — La Valle of Koramaz s swiuppa & sud del villagoio o Ademas, con un aitro breve ramo verso Nord, Le ire pareti di roccia
dalla valle sono cosparss di abilazioni rupestin (da Google Earth-slaborazions A. Yamag).
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The most important difference of this part compared
to the southern structures is that they were dug with-
in different levels. The structures have similar archi-
tectural features to all other rock-cut buildings of the
Koramaz Valley extending to the south and have un-
dergone major changes over time. In this section, a
total of 34 rock-cut structures had been surveyed and
there are three rock-cut churches.

There is a large hall measuring almost 16 m = 4.5 m
in the middle part of the wall. The main entrance of
the church, which was reached by a chimney in front
of the western wall of this building, was clogged with

Fig. 8 — Entrance of Hongele Church. Ormament style and in-
tenor of the structure suggests that previously it was a Roman
tomb (photo B. Yazk).

Fig. B - Ingresso della chiesa di Hongels. Lo shie deils deco-
razione e della struffura infema swggenscono che in preceden-
28 fosse wna fombe romana (folo B. Yazlk).

Fig. 8 - General plan of Mortheast Wall Dwellings of Afimas
‘illage. Gilaburulu Church can be seen at the botiom right cor-
ner of the plan (drawn A, Yamag)

Fig. 9 - Piants genevale del villeggwoe 8 parsfe Nordorentale
del Vileggio of Ajmas. La Chiesa Gifaburufu & focslizzsta
nellangolo infenore destro dells planimetna (grafica A. Yamag).
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Fig. 10 - Entrance of Garmis Church (photo A. Yamag).
Fig. 10 - Ingresso della Chiesa di Govmis (foto A. Yamag).

rubble. Probably it was turned into dovecote long after
its construction and at this stage the entrance part
should be blocked and a chimney should be opened.
There is a small chapel with a double apse next to this
church and at the same elevation.

Agimas Northeast Wall Churches

Although all the rock settlements of Koramaz Val-
ley near Afnrnas were dug into the western walls of
the valley, an exception is a small number of rock

GORMIS CHURCH
Adimas. Melkgazi, Kayser
Al Yamas (hpr. 2018)

) v y
»

Fig. 11 - Plan of Gimmis Charch (drawn A Yamag)
Fig. 11 — Pianta deifa Chissa di GAmis (grafica A. Yamag).

settlements on the northeastern bank of the stream.
At the pomnt where the valley made a fork and under
the newly built houses of the village, there are seven
rock-cut settlements and two are churches. At the
most southeastern end of the complex, there is a dou-
ble apse Gilaburulu Church {fig.9) with some frescoes,
even though it has been heavily damaged. This church
has a total area of 56 5q m and 15 supported by a single
column carved into the rock body. North nave of the
church is significantly larger than the south nave and
there are silo-like underground structures dug into
the ground in front of both apees.

Fig. 12 - 'West corner of Dimitre cliff setiements (pholo A Yamacg)
Fig. 12 — Sperone ccoideniale dellinsediamento a fadesia ol Démitre (foto A. Yamag).
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Gomis Church

The peculianty of this structure 15 that it 1= the only
structure on the east slope of Koramaz Valley around
Afrnas and all other reck-cut structures on the main-
line of the valley are located on the opposite, western
wall. The entrance door of this church faces north and
a total of 6 graves, probably belonging to the donors
of the church, are located i the atrium of the church.
The templon and the altar of the church have sur-
vived to the present day. It appears that the acoess
to the church was partially destroved. A room on the
right side of the entrance and a rock tomb on the foor
are mteresting. This church, whach s an 11* century
Byzantine structure, measures 6.88 m % 2.60 m and a
height of 3.54 m, has been well preserved compared
to its counterparts. The rectangular church has gemi-
cireular apse, an altar carved from the rock body, and
three semicireular niches on the north wall of the nave
(fhg. 10, fag.11).

Dimitre (Turan) Village

Four kilometres after Afurnas, Koramaz Valley reach-
es Dimitre, which 1s currently known as Turan Vil-
lage. In the Ottoman registrations, dated 1500, 37
dwellings, and 1520, 48 dwellings were recorded in
the village (Inbagi, 1993),

Old mitre Village is not located on the mainkne of
Koramaz Valley but on the north slopes of a branch
extending to the east (fig. 1 and fig. 12). This region
15 the deepest point of Koramaz Valley: in Dimitre
branch, the maximum difference between the altitude
of the plateau and the bottom of the valley reaches
80 m. The total number of clff dwellings on the walls
of this branch are more than the chiff dwellings of
Afirnas: the most important reason is that, differ-
ently from Afnrnas, the residents of Dimitre Village
continued to live in these rock-cut structures until re-
cently. When the village became uninhabitable due to
the collapses, in 1966, it has moved to the plamn on

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

Fig. 13 — A small Byzantine church in Dimitre Village (phoio
D. Albov).

Fig. 13 — Piccola chiesa bizanting nel villaggio af Dimitre (folo
D. Albov).

top of the valley, to its current settlement. The rock-
cut settlements of Dimitre have changed much more
due to ite inhabitation and usage until such a recent
date. During this study, in Old Dimitre Village. in to-

Fig. 14 - Wall of Koramaz Valey to the north of Vekse Village. In this sector there are few rock-cut dwelings and four churches
{photo A, Yamag).
Fig. 14 — Parefe della Valle di Koramaz a nond del villaggio di Vekss. in quesio seffone v sono poche abiaziond nupestn & guatiro
chiese {foto A Yamag).
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Fig. 15 - Vekse Church Mo. 1, view from the nave towarnds the apse (photo R. Straub).
Fig. 15— Chiesa n. T di Vekse, wala dalls navala verso 'abaide (fofo R. Straub).

tal 229 rock-cut settlements have been explored and
surveyed. Among these structures, most of which are
dwelling, barn, and dovecote, there are also seven
churches. Those emall rock-cut churches are architec-
turally quite similar; all of them are with a length of
6-T m and have a horseshoe apse (fg. 13).

Vekse Village

The next village after hmitre in Koramaz Valley 1s
Vekse which 15 located 2.5 km west and 1s the small-
est village of this walley. The opposite slopes of the
valley consist of red-colored voleanic rocks reaching to
a height of 20 m from place to place and extending
like a wall from one end to the other {fig. 14). Strue-
turally, Vekse is very similar to Afirnas. On one side
of the valley, there 1s the current village and on the
other side, there are the rock-cut structures. Dhffer-
ently from Afirnas and Dimitre, there are not many
rock-cut settlements on the walls of Koramaz Valley
extending in front of Vekse, The number of rock-cut
structures on the walls is just 12 in total and five
of these structures are churches. Apart from Vekse
Church No. 1, all other four churches have approxi-
mately a 6 m long axis and horseshoe apse plan.

Wekse Church No. 1

The rock-cut church of Vekse No. 1 15 situated 400
meters south-east from the main settlement of Vekse
and en the top of a cliff. The entrance of the church
is located on the north wall. It was partly destroved
but on the broken wall we still can see the square ex-
onarthex overlapped by the semicircular vault. The
semicircular niches are carved in the lower parts of
the west and east walls. The naos 1s a Byzantium type
“compact crogs-in-square” style. In the apse there is
still the rectangular-shaped altar carved in a rock pro-
trusion. There are three arch-niches over the altar. On
the north wall a small reck-cut table (the prothesis)
is present. Connection with dome is made by the flat
pendentives of trnangular shape. To the south of the
naoe the parekklesion of rectangular shape that ex-
tend on the axis north-south is adjoining. It is covered
by a barrel vault. Along the west wall of the parek-
klesion a rock-cut bench has been obtamed and n
the south comer a burial pit of rectangular shape is
situated. On the east side the second apse was exca-
vated with a rock-cut altar in the centre and two rock-
cut shelves. To the west of the nacs adjeining large
narthex extends on the east-west axis. It 15 overlaid
by a hagh barrel vault. In the east part of the narthex,
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Fig. 16 — Vakse Church No. 1, view from the apse iowards the nave and the entrance (photo R Streub).
Fig. 16 - Chissa n. T di Veksee, wals dallabside vereo s navata e Ningresso (foto R, Straub).
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on each sides, in the walls two arcosolium niches were
carved. In the western part of the southern wall a ig
arcosolium niche semicircular-shaped in plan-section
18 positioned. In front of that niche on the floor there
is a burial pit. One more burial pit was cut on the foor
between two eastern arcosolium niches (ig. 15, fig. 16,
fig. 17). One fresco 18 preserved on the east wall be-
tween the apses of the main church and parekklesion.
It i preserved fragmentarily but there still could be
seen two human figures.

\ekse Church No. 2

To the north of today's Vekse settlement, there are

Al Yamag. Ekatarna lanovskays (Dac. 2017) wmag

Fig. 17 — Plan of Vekse Church No. 1 (drewn A Yamag & E.
lanovekaya).

Fig. 17 - Pianta della Chiesa n_ T di Vekse (grafics Yamsag &
E. lanovskaya).

Fig. 18 — Mave of Vekse Church No. 2. looking from west fo-
warnds east (photo A E. Keskin).

Fig. 18— Navata oeila Chéiesa n. 2 o Vekss, guerdando da
ovest verso eat (foto A E. Keskin).

Orera IrocEa I - 2021

four different churches along the north wall of the Ko-
ramaz Valley. Called Vekse Church No 2 by us, this 1s
a good example of the adaptation of a relatively large
rock-cut church to the natural form of the rock body.
There are two round arched niches on the east of the
nave measuring 3.8 x 6 m, supported by a single col-
umn. The main apse 18 connected to the lateral apse
by a passage to the west. There 15 a simple templon
wall in front of both apses (fig. 18, fig. 19). The total
distance between this church, which has no fresco re-
maing insight, and Vekse Church No 3 on the same
slope, is about 200 m.

\ekse Church No. 5

This i1s the last structure to the east on the northern
wall of Vekse. This church, which is located in the
middle of the rock wall., on top of the slope, 15 entered
through a rock-carved courtyard that has been ex-
cavated neatly and has niches on its walls. On both
walle of this 7.5 m long church, there are three large
niches with rectangular plan and arches. There is an
altar carved into the rock body on the east wall of the
horseshoe apse. The purpose of the room, which was
dug in the southeast direction inside the church with
a nearly square plan and a ventilation shaft in the
centre of the ceiling, 15 uncertain. There is no niche on
the walls and the floor 15 filled with debns fallen from
the ceiling (fig. 20).

Fig. 10 — Pian of Vekse Church No. 2 (drawn A Yamag).
Fig. 189 - Pianta della Chiesa n. 2 i Vekse (grafica A Yamag).
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Fig. 20 - Pian of Vekse Church No. 5 {drawn A Yamag).
Fig. 20 - Pianta dells Chiesa n. 5 di Vekse (grafica A. Yamag).
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Ispidin Village

Thas 15 the last western village of Koramaz Valley. In
accordance with the Ottoman registrations, in 1500
population census, there were 19 dwellings in total
and 15 of these dwellings were stated to be Christians.
In the 1520 population census, the number of houses
increased to 35 and the number of Chnstian houses
was 23 {Inbasi, 1993). In the village, there are 14 dif-
ferent rock-cut churches on both walls of Koramaz
Valley (fig. 21). All these churches are scattered to dif-
ferent parte of the valley. Apart from 3-4 small rock-
cut dwellings, the lack of cliff settlements is as inter-
esting as the excessive number of churches in such a
small village. In a village with 19 houses in total in
15600, it 15 hard to explain the existence of 14 differ-
ent rock-cut churches approximately 500 years even
before this date. All these 14 churches numbered by
us are approximately in similar sizes and are small
structures with the main axis of approximately 6-7
m. Apart from one church, all other churches have a
horseshoe apse. In three churches, there 1= windowed
templon carved into the main rock between the apse
and the nave.

Ispidin Church No. 1

This small rock church, located on the rocky ridge
next to the bridge that crosses the Koramaz Valley in
the southwest of lspidin Village, was the only frescoed
church we have come across in Kayseri. We eay “it was”
because the intense destruction by illicit diggers that

Fig. 21 — Distribution of 14 churches srowend kspedin Villsge (afier Google Earth-elaboration A Yamag )L
Fg. 21 - Distribuzione defe 14 chiese rpestn sitomo &l vilaggio o fspidin [os Google Earth-slaborezione A. Yamag).
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Fig. 22 — Ispidn Chaerch Mo 1 (photo R Streub).
Fig. 22 — Chwesa n. 1 di Ispiain [folo R. Strawb).

Fig. 23 — lsguden Chasrch Wo. 1: detadl {photo R. Straub).
Fig. 23 - Chissa n. 1 di Ispedin: particolare (folo R Straub).

we have observed in this church only in the last year
15 incredible. Most of the frescoes desenbed in Kara-
kaya's article published in 2013 and dated 11 to 134
centuries are now unrecognizable (fig. 22, fig. 23). The
church has an irregular rectangular plan and there 1s
a small narthex in the north (fig. 24). The central sec-
tion where the cross arms meet 15 square-shaped and
covered with a dome that is crossed by pendants, The
cross arms, which are rectangular and covered with
barrel-vaults, differ in size. The church has northeast
and northwest corner rooms. In the east of the cross
arm forming the bema, there is a half-round apse and
a prothesis in the northeast (Karakaya, 2013; Straub,
Yazhk, & Yamag, 2019).

Ispidin Churches No. 2, 3 and 4

To the north of lapidin Church No 1, on the recky slope
opposite the bridge, there are three small churches,
which are separated by 10-15 m and are very simi-
lar to each other in terms of architecture. The church
number 2 in the west direction, like the other two, 1s
in the northwest-southeast direction and has an amor-
phous rectangular plan. The ceiling is barrel-vaulted
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ISPIDIN CHURCH NO 4
Ispidin, Malikigazi, Kayzari
I."-m{l}ﬂ. 2017)
e %

— Plan of lspsdin Church No. 1 (drawn A. Yamag).
— Pianta delia Chissa n. 1 of Ispidm [grafica A. Ya-

10m *ﬂmm
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and the naos 15 full of debrs due to illiet digging
front of the horseshoe-shaped apse. Numerous small
niches partly on the walls and on the architrave and
the chimney in front of the entrance show that the
church was onee changed to a dovecote.

From this church to the southeast, lspidin Chureh No
315 located on the same rocky nidge. Unlike the church
no 2, there is a nartex i front of the western entrance
of this building, which was later turned into a dovecote.
The church has an entrance from both the south and
the narthex. There is a rectangular niche with round
arches on both walls of the naocs. lspudin Church No 4
is located 15 m southeast of Isprdin Church No 3, along
with its narthex with a very smooth architecture, The
building, like the other two churches, has a semi-eircu-
lar apse and a barrel-vaulted cetling (fig. 25).

Ispidin Church No. §

The church 15 entered through a door on the rocky
slope facing south and to the walley. The building has
a rectangular plan measuring 7.5 % 2.5 m in the north-
west-southeast direction. The cething of the building
hae s barrel-vault, and there are four square-shaped,
round-arched niches and a transept lined side by side
on the north wall of the nacs. As the rock block in the
southern part of the church was too thin to allow s

ISPIDIN CHURCHES NO. 2, 3 & 4
Kaysari

Fig. 25 — Pian of lspedin Churches Moo 2. 3 and 4 (drawn A Yamag).
Fig. 25 - Planimetrie defle Chiese n. 2, 3 & 4 di lspdin [grafica A. Yamag).
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Fig. 26 — lspidan Chasrch Mo. 5 (photo A E. Keskin).
Fig. 26 — Chiesa n. 5 di lspsdin (foto A.E. Keskin).

transept arm to be excavated here, just hke Vekse
Church No.1 only one arm of the transept was made.
The only feature of this small church, which has no
fresco today, is the templon wall with windows that
separates the apse and the nave. (hg. 26).

Ispidin Church No. 12

Located on the eastern end of lapidin, 20 m above
Church No. 7, this building is another frescoed church
in the region. Although a few fragments of these
frescoes remain, the few human motifs that can be
detected are remarkable. This building, which can be
regarded as one of the largest churches in the region
with 1ts dimensions of 3.5 % 8.5 m. has a barrel-vault,
a semi-circular apse and has a very elaborate architec-
ture and workmanship. The altar on the east wall of
the apse is earved into the rock body. The function of
the room measuring 3.5 % 4 m, which 15 connected to
the church with a large entrance from the south and
which has been possibly excavated in the same period,
is uncertain. There is a mihrab-like niche on the south
wall of this room, the southwestern corner of which
has eollapsed (fig. 27, fig. 28).
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Fig. 27 — lapidin Church No. 12 (phato D Alov ).
Fig. 27 - Chiesa n. 12 di Ispedin (Todo D. Albow).
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Fig- 28 — Ptan of lspidm Charch Mo 12 (drawn A Yamac).
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Buyuk Buriinglz Underground Shelter
(Kayseri — Turkey)

Il rifugio sotterraneo di Buyuk Burtnguz (Kayseri — Turchia)

Ali Yamag'

Abstract

Despite being the capital of Cappadocia during ancient times, no comprehensive scientific research has been carried out
until now in terms of the rock-cut architecture in Kayseri. To fill this deficiency we, as OBRUK Cave Research Group, have
started to work for the “Kayser Underground Structures Inventory Project” in January 2014. This project, carried out based
on a triple protocol with Foundation for the Protection and Promotion of the Environment and Cultural Heritage (GEKUL)
and Kayseri Metropolitan Municipality, includes the research, survey, mapping and documentation of all the underground
structures located in Kaysen territory. This project, covering the entire province with 17,500 sq km area and ongoing for six
years, has become very significant and important currently, which was not expected in the beginning, with 46 Byzantine
rock-cut churches, 33 underground shelters, 3 underground aqueducts, 10 Assyrian tin mines and 2 cliff-dwelled villages
explored, researched and inventoried for the first time by OBRUK Team. The most valuable part of this project carried out
in various areas in Kayseri is Koramaz Valley. During our works and studies carried out in Koramaz Valley, the biggest
underground shelter explored until now in Kayseri has been found. Different from the touristic well-known Derinkuyu and
Kaymakl underground shelters of Cappadocia, this underground shelter, which has not been dug as different levels and
entirely continues horizontally, extends beneath the entire Blyilik Bliringlz Village like a cobweb. In this article, this long
and interesting underground shelter, with a total length of 1,273 m and with 27 millstone doors, is explained.

Keywords: Koramaz Valley, Bilyiik Biningdz, Kayseri, Underground shelfer.

Riassunto

Benché nei tempi antichi Kayseri sia stata la capitale della Cappadocia, sino ad ogai sulle sue architetture rupestri non &
ancora stala condotta una indagine scientifica completa. Per colmare questa lacuna, da gennaio 2014, il Gruppo Ricerche
Speleclogiche OBRUK ha dato inizio alla realizzazione del “Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project”. Il pro-
getio, basato su un triplo protocolio con la “Foundation for the Protection and Promotion of the Environment and Cultural
Heritage (CEKUL)" e con la “Kayseri Metropolitan Municipality”, prevede lindividuazione, 'esplorazione, la mappatura e
la documentazione di tutte le strutture sotterranee collocate nell'area di Kayseri. Le indagini, in corso da sei anni sull'in-
tero territorio della provincia, su una superficie di 17.500 kmq, attualmente sono risultate p||] cans:shenﬂ & sngmﬁcalma di
quanto ci si aspettava all'inizio: infatti, dal Gruppo OBRUK sono stati per la prima volta espl tati e inven!

innumerevoli sifi inediti costituiti da 46 chiese rupesiri bizantine, 33 rifugi sotterranei, 3 an:quedoltl ipogei, 10 miniere di
stagno assire, 2 villaggi a parete. || settore pid rilevante del progetto, tra le diverse zone indagate sul territorio di Kayseri,

ponde alla valle di K . Nel corso delle nostre ricerche condotte in questa valle e stato individuato il pil esteso
rifugio sotterraneo sino ad oggi esplorata in Kayseri. A differenza del rifugi sotterranei di Derinkuyu e Kaymakli, ben noti in
Cappadocia e aperti al pubblico, questo insedi to ipogea non & stato scavato su differenti livelli, ma si estende com-

pletamente in nmontale formando una ragnatela sotto l'intero villaggio di Buylk Burlingiz. Nel presente articolo viene
descritto questo interessante reticolo sotterraneo, lungo in totale 1.273 m e dotato di 27 porte-macine.

Parole chiave: Valle di Koramaz, Biyik Biriingliz, Kayseri, rifugio softerraneo.

Introduction both have drawn the attention of numerous travelers
starting from approximately 300 years ago and have
The different natural formations of Cappadocia and  bheen subject to various researches and scientific works
numerous rock-dwelled structures dug in these for-  and studies. These works and studies, started for the
mations, especially the rock-cut Byzantine churches,  frescoes in numerous rock-cut churches found in the

¢ OBRUK Cave Research Group; Apkhava Apt, 16/7, Nisantas, Istanbul, Turkey, avamacigmail.com
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area, have expanded to other rock-cut structures. To-
day, from the underground shelters to the hydraulic
structures and from the dovecotes even to the rock-cut
apiaries of the area, there are hundreds of different
scholarly works and studies.

At this point, it will be useful to decide: though the
area where all these works and studies are being
carried out is named Cappadocia, nearly all inves-
tigations have been realized in Nevgehir — Urgiip
— Goreme triangle and, we note, this area is a very
small part of the ancient Cappadocia. This region,
mentioned in numerous historical sources since Hero-
dotus, during the Roman and the Byzantine empires,
was a province of these relevant empires. Significant
changes were made in the formation of this province
during both empires. For example, in Tabula Peutin-
geriana, the original of which dates back to 1st cen-
tury AD, we can see how big the said province was.
As stated by various scholars, such as W. M. Ramsay,
in AD 314 Cappadocia was the largest province of
the Roman Empire (Ramsay, 1890). In AD 371, the
western part of this province was named Cappadocia
Prima, with its capital being Caesarea, today Kayseri
(Mitchell, 2018). During the Late Roman and Byzan-
tine empires this area, known as Cappadocio Prouv-
ince, was a region with at least 50,000 sq km covering
almost all Aksaray, Nevgehir and Kayseri and even a
part of Kirgehir, Yozgat and Nigde provinces of Tur-
key of today. Despite this fact known, the touristic
and scholar attraction of the rock-cut churches full of
frescoes located in Nevsehir — Urgiip — Gireme trian-
gle, has led to the mistake of the acceptance of this
very small area as the entire “Cappadocia”, while
Kayseri, just like in its neighbor “Touristic Cappa-
docia”, has numerous rock-cut struetures, cliff-dwell-
ings, and underground settlements. Kawvseri was
named “Mazaca” from the Hattians to Strabo, and
it was changed in “Caesarea” in the honor of Caesar
Augustus in AD 14. During the 3rd century, it was
the largest city of Central Anatolia with a population
of 400,000 (Baydur, 1970).

The volcanic activity, which had started in the region
approximately 10 million years ago and continued
until the historical ages, has pilled pyroclastic rocks
with an enormous thickness on the surface. These
rocks, covering almost the entive Kayseri region, are
mostly porous like tuff and ignimbrite. Both the el-
evations on the north of Kayseri and wide plateau on
the south of Kayseri are completely covered by these
voleanic rock deposits. The amount of pyroclastic de-
posits shows significant differences regionally and is
known to reach a thickness of 400 m in the north
of Kayseri. Though it is hard to believe that these
eruptions continued until the historical ages, as a re-
sult of a radiometric age determination carried out
recently, it is understood that the activity of the main
caldera of Ercives Mountain continued until 150,000
to 200,000 years ago; after this period, the caldera
blocked and its activities after the blockage continued
until 2,000 years ago from the lateral cracks (Alici
Sen et al., 2004),

When the voleanic rock covering the entire area was
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first started to be dug, and when the inhabitants
started to use the underground as their dwellings,
is unknown. The continuous usage of the rock-hewn
structures for thousands of vears has made such an
archaeological exploration impossible. The earliest
dated rock-hewn structures encountered in Cappado-
cia are probably the rock-cut graves. There are Roman
tombs carved in rocks in Nevsehir / Mazikoy and south
of Kayseri, and especially Aysepinar and Yenikoy.
On the other hand, numerous other Roman rock-cut
graves close to the settlements have been changed in
the time in accordance with different purposes. From
the Roman to Byzantine empires, the variety of the
underground and rock-cut structures was incredible,
The structures carved in the rocks of the area are not
limited only to houses, barns, dovecotes, graves, and
churches; there are also monasteries, shelters, aque-
ducts, cisterns, and even apiaries, and these rock-cut
structures observed in different parts of Kayseri have
been continuously used until today.

Koramaz Valley

There is an elevation difference of T00-800 m be-
tween the plain where Kayseri is located and moun-
tains located 30 km east of this plain; consequently
each creek flowing down these slopes has formed its
valley by eroding the soft pyroclastic rocks. East of
Kayseri there are six different basins eroded by these
streams flowing down from the high hills; in the rock
gides of these valleys there are structures carved by
the inhabitants dwelling in the area for hundreds,
or even more for thousands of vears. The biggest of
these six basins is Koramaz Valley (fig. 1). In this 16
km long valley there are in total seven different vil-
lages. From west to east, these are Biiyiik Biriingiiz,
Uskiibii, Kiiciik Biiriingiiz, Afirnas, Dimitre, Vekse,
and Isbidin, Both the interior and surrounding of
these seven villages, located on the slopes of Koramaz
Valley, are full of structures carved in rocks. Though
it is very hard to date these structures due to their
continuous usage, the experts have dated some of
the rock-cut churches in the valley to the 10th and
11th centuries. On the other hand, it is a generally
accepted assumption that the underground shelters
on Koramaz Valley have been dug between the Tth
and 10th centuries by the Christians living in the re-
gion as a protection against the Arab raids, Beyond
all these, the experts examining the rock-cut struc-
tures near Afirnas have stated that, though these
structures have changed over time due to different
usages, by taking into consideration the entrance dec-
oration and interior architecture, the first purpose of
excavating some structures can be attributed to Ro-
man graves. To sum up, it is possible to say that the
background of all these structures carved in rocks on
Koramaz Valley dates back to at least 2,000 years
ago and probably to even older times (Yamag, 2017;
Yamag, in press).

In total 476 different rock-cut structures have been
researched and surveyed by our team until today in
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Fig. 1 — Location map showing Kayseri, Koramaz Valley and
Biyik Burlinglz Village {Google Maps and Google Earth).

Fig. 1- Mappa con la localizzazione di Kayseri, Valle di Ko-
ramaz e villaggio di Biylk Blringlz (Google Maps e Google
Earth).

Koramaz Valley and there are 42 rock-cut churches
and 11 underground shelters among these structures.
Though most of the other rock-cut structures surveved
were houses, dovecotes, and barns, it is considered
that at least 18 of the cavities on the valley have been
dug as Roman rock-cut graves and 16 as Columbari-
wm (Gilli, 2017, Yazlik, 2019), Koramaz Valley is the
only known example in Kayseri area containing this
number of rock-cut structures with such a rich histori-
cal background.

Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Underground Shelter

Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Village, 22 km east of Kayseri, lo-
cated at the starting point of Koramaz Valley and on
the slopes of Ivriz Mountain (1858 m a.s.l.), has al-
ways been the biggest settlement of the valley (fig. 2).
According to the Ottoman registrations belonging to
AD 1500, there were 99 houses in the village (Inbasi,
1993). Different from the other six villages in Koramaz
Valley, there is no cliff settlement around Biyiik
Biiriingiiz. During our works carried out an the basin,
as a result of our visits to this village, we have been in-
formed about the existence of an underground shelter
accessible from the gardens of the houses. We note that
there are defensive structures similar to this in vari-
ous settlements of Cappadocia. These singular struc-
tures, dug beneath the houses, have been connected as
a result of the growth of the village and formed a de-
fence network extending beneath the entire inhabited
area, Derinkuyu and Kaymakh underground shelters,

Fig. 2 - Biyiik Bliriingiiz Village from west towards east. On the background ivriz Mountain (1858 m a.s1.) can be seen (photo
B. Yazlik).

Fig. 2 - Villaggio di Biiyiik Biningiiz, vista da ovest verso est, Sullo sfondp si staglia il monte Ivriz (1858 m s..m.) (foto B. Yazlik),
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Fig. 3 = Cavers in the small streets of Blyak Biringiz Village (photo AE. Keskin).
Fig. 3 = Speleciogl in una stradina del villaggio di Biyiik Biringdz (foto A.E. Keskin).

located 70 km southeast of Kayseri, have been formed
as a result of the connection of individual defence sys-
tems devoloped on several underneath storeys (Bixio,
2012). Likewise, beneath Afnrnas Village, located six
km northwest of Bliviik Biiriingiiz Village, there is an
enormous underground shelter extending beneath the
entire village (Yamag and Tok, 2015).

During our Kavserlt works and studies carried out
for vears, we have previously explored and surveved
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numerous underground shelters. Some of these were
small defence structures. On the other hand, as a
strange contradiction, the other underground shel-
ters which are big and impressive in terms of the ar-
chitecture such as Doganh, Fatinler, and Kuscagz
were far away from all settlements (Yamag and Tok,
2016). And it was not possible to research properly
the underground shelter beneath Afirnas because the
parts beneath the houses were continued to be used
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Fig. 4 — Storage rooms after the entrance of the first underground shelter (photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 4 — Magazzino presso lingresso [1] del primo rifugio sotterraneo (foto A.E. Keskin).

as warehouses — storages and the connection tunnels
were closed to prevent passing.

Qur Biiyiik Biriingiiz Underground Shelter adventure
started at the storage room beneath the vard of the
first house that had opened its doors to us (fig. 3). This
structure (first underground shelter), the entrance
of which (entrance [1]) started with a stone masonry
tunnel, continues with eight consecutive storages and
the floors of most chambers are partially full of debris
falling from the ceiling. The millstone door on the floor
of the second chamber is nonfunctional. Likewise, the
tunnel on the north wall of the third chamber ends af-
ter 16 m (fig. 4). The main underground shelter starts
after the eight storage. Interestingly, the millstone
door of the first chamber in the underground shelter
is defending towards the continuation of the tunnel.
Probably, the chambers currently appearing as stor-
age rooms, at the entrance should have been expanded
after the previous defenece structure and turned into a
warehouse. The second chamber had a bidirectional
defence, both towards the entrance and continuation
of the tunnel, with a double millstone door: this de-
vice is currently out of place but its “operations room™
is apparent. The defence towards the inner passages
proves the interconnection of the tunnels with the
other houses (fig. 5). This second chamber mentioned
should be a redoubt, i.e. a “last defence room”, defend-

ing against the enemies that might come from both
directions. The redoubts, frequently encountered in
Cappadocian underground shelters, are almost always
the last chamber. On the other hand, the occurrence of
this chamber right at the beginning of a tunnel in this
underground shelter encountered for the first time.
Another tunmel continuing towards east from this
chamber, after another “operations room” without a
millstone door, reaches an underground storage with
a barrel roof, frequently encountered in the area, and
opens to the surface beneath another house (entrance
[8]). There are two blocked side tunnels in this east
branch (fig. 6). The main tunnel continuing towards
the southeast, after two side branches, reaches an.
other millstone door defending towards the entrance.
The last part of the underground shelter, due to the
net-like tunnels, most of which are blocked with ex-
cavations, completely looks like a maze. Though from
time to time these tyvpes of tunnels are dug to confuse
the enemies, without opening the blocked galleries it
is not possible to understand its reality. On the other
hand, the defence of at least three millstone doors to-
wards the continuation of the tunnel even in this last
part shows us that the underground shelter continues
after this last point and might lead to the opinion that
there are different entrances from the south side of
the structure (fig. 7, fig. 8 and fig. 9).
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Fig. 5 — Towards the second part of the first underground shelter, with small chambers (photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. &= Piccolf vani sul percorso verso la seconda parte del primo rifugio solterraneo (foto A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 6 = Some tunnels were blocked by debris and broken mill-
stones and really difficult to pass (photo AE. Keskin).

Fig. 6 — Alcuni cunicoli, occlusi da detriti e frammenti i maci-
ne, risuitanc molto difficoltosi da percorrere (foto A.E. Keskin).
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After this first research carried out in Biiyiik Biiriingiiz
Village, the door of another house was opened and we
went underground once again from another yard. The
entrance [2] of this second underground shelter is
close to the first structure studied and similar to it: in
fact it starts with underground storage rooms as well.
Despite the solid structure of the first basement went
down by stairs, there are severe ceiling collapses in
the second, third and fourth warehouses, At this part,
the floor of the upper house is partially collapsing. The
underground shelter tunnel starts in the south of the
last warehouse which is relatively solid. The width of
this tunnel continuing for 41 m is steadily 65 cm. The
first millstone door encountered in the tunnel defends
towards the entrance. The side tunnel, continuing to-
wards east four metres after this millstone door, is
blocked after another millstone door. Two more mill-
stone doors ave protecting the entrances in the quad-
ruple chamber system reached by the main tunnel.
After the last chamber, there is another room, with an
“operations room” which defends towards the continu-
ation of the tunnel. The tunnel, continuing towards
the southeast from this point, is blocked after three
small chambers. The other tunnel continuing towards
west from the same chamber is 54 m (fig. 10) and the
room, almest in the middle of the tunnel and on the
side branch towards the east, is protected with double
millstone doors defending both towards the entrance
and exit. The other millstone door in the last cham-
ber of the tunnel, protecting the chamber towards the
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Fig. 7 — The chamber in the middle of the first underground shelter with several small rooms (photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 7= Camera nel centro del primo rifugio 180 sU cui si affaceiano diversi piceoli vani {folo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 8 — Surveying the tunnel after one of the last millstones towards the end of the first underground shelter (photo B. Yazlk).

Fig. & - Esecuzione del rifievo topografico del cunicolo dopo una delle ultime macine all'estremita del primo rifugio sotterraneo
(foto B. Yazlik).
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o'mag

|SEGDND UNDERGROUND SHELTER

intersection point

FIRST UNDERGROUND SHELTER

BUYUK BURONGUZ UNDERGROUND SHELTER
Biyilk Biringiiz, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Ali Yamag, Bilgin Yazlik (November 2019) Nm

Md = Millstone-doar

F a6 20 Fom Bl = Blocked

Fig. 9 - Plan of Biyiik Biiringlz Underground Shelter (drawing A. Yamag, B. Yazlik).
Fig. 9 - Pianla del Rifugio Sotlerraneo di Bliyilk Biiriingliz (grafica A. Yamag, B. Yazlk).

west tunnel, is the biggest we have encountered until  carved from a rock different from that of the structure.
now in entire Kayseri area, with a diameter of 1.85 m  Both underground shelters have been entirely dug in
and thickness of 40 em. The interesting thing is that, a porous ignimbrite containing large volcanic rock
just like other various millstone doors in these two pieces. However, the rocks of some millstone doors
underground shelters, this millstone door has been  in the structure are harder and nonporous. The tun-
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Fig. 10 = A tunnel in the second underground shelter (photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 10— Una delle gallerie del secondo rifugio solferraneo (foto A.E. Keskin).

nel turning towards the north in the continuation of trance [4]). However, the main tunnel, without any
the chamber protected with this huge millstone door  chamber and side tunnel, continues towards the east
is closed 18 m further by another millstone door. A  for another 44 m and. after making a verv big circle,
branch turning west in the continuation of the tunnel  connects to the chamber at the entrance of this under-
is opened to the surface after four big storages (en-  ground shelter (fig. 11, fig. 12, fig. 13, fig. 14).
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&
Fig. 11 — Surveying a side branch in the second underground shelter (photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 11 - Rilleve topografico di un setiore laterale del secondo rifugio softerraneo (foto A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 12 — Most tunnels of second underground shelter are tighler than the first one {photo A.E. Keskin).
Fig. 12 — La maggior parte dei cunicoli del secondo rifugio softerraneo sono pit angusti di quelli del primo (foto A.E. Keskin),
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Fig. 13 — A small chamber in the second underground shelter (photo AE. Keskin)
Fig. 13— Piccolo vano nel secondo rifugio softerraneo (folo A.E. Keskin)

Fig. 14 — Surveying another small chamber in the second un-
derground shelter. Floor is covered with dried mud due to leak-
ing water (photo A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 14 = Rilievo di un alfiro piccolo vano nel secondo rifugl
solterraneo. Il pavimento € ricoperto da fango secco dovulo a
infiltrazioni d"acqua (foto A.E. Keskin)

As a result, we had surveyed and mapped two diffs
ent underground shelters beneath Biiyik Biiriingiiz
Village. The first one was 701 m and the second one
was 572 m. Apart from the entrances used during
our surveys, we had found two more points open-
ing to the surface. Therefore, we have four different
GPE eoordinates. When we located the map coordi-
nates to Google Earth, we had realized that these
two underground shelters intersect at a point, When
we investigated these intersection points on-site, we
realized that they were blocked with debris in both
underground shelters, First, we started to dug and
open the pile of soil in the first structure and after
a while, we reached a gap. Afterward, we went in-
to the other structure and found the same gap and
connected these two underground shelters. Thus,
the total length of this underground defence sy
reached 1,273 m. This is the longest underground
shelter measured until now in Kavseri area, and 27
millstone doors determined in total in this defence
structure is another record. On the other hand, we
are aware that the underground network measured
and mapped until now covers a small part of Biiyiik
Biiriingtiz Village; 23 different blocked tunnels prove
that probably extends beneath the entire village.
With the opening of the blocked tunnels or explora-
tions of different entrances, there is the certainty
that Biiyiik Biirtingiiz Underground Shelter will be
much more longer than its current length.
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KORAMAZ VADISI COLUMBARIUM MEZARLARI

Bilgin YAZLIK

0z

Kayseri, Anadolu'nun merkez noktasi sayilacak bir konumda,
Erciyes Dag eteklerinde kurulu énemli bir sehirdir. Kayseri, Kaltepe'den
glintimiize kadar her dénemde dnemli ticaret yollanmn kavsak noktasi
olmustur. Kayseri, Roma Dfinemi'nde de cazibesini korumus ve dnemli
bir merkez haline gelmistir. Roma'dan ginimiize kadar ulagsan amt
mezarlar, sur kalntilar1 ve tapinak kalntilan Roma’nin Kayseri'de
gerceklestirdigi imar hareketinin dnemini gostermektedir. Kremasyon,
Roma'’da kabul gérmiis énemli bir defin gelenegidir. Bu gelenek bir
donem columbarium mezar ach ile bilinen toplu mezarlar kullamlarak
yayginlasmistir. Columbarium mezarlar, belirli bir halk simfina hizmet
veren toplu defin alanlandir. Koramaz Vadisi, Kayseri sehir merkezinin
yaklasik yirmi kilometre kuzey dogusunda yer alan, icerisinde ¢ok sayida
kaya mezar, kaya Kilise ve yagsam devam eden kdyler banndiran on iki
kilometre uzunluga sahip bir deprem king olusumudur. Bu gahsma
kapsaminda Koramaz Vadisi'nde bulunan yirmi bir adet columbarium
mezar ve li¢ adet de glivercinlik incelenmistir. Calismanmn ilk kisminda
Kayseri'nin genel tarihi anlatilmakta ardindan Koramaz WVadisi'nden
bahsedilmektedir. Daha sonra Roma Dénemi cenaze defin yéntemleri
incelenmekte, dzellikle kremasyon defin ve columbarium mezarlan ele
almmalktadir. Guvercinlikler ile  columbarium mezarlar  sikga
kanstinlmaktadir, columbarium mezarlann neredeyse tamamimin
sonradan givercinlige dénistirilmts olmalari bunda énemli bir
etkendir., Dolayisi ile sonuc kismunda g¢alismaya konu olan Koramaz
Vadisi columbarium mezarlan detayli olarak incelenmekte, gtivercinlikler
ile farklan ortaya acikca konulmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Columbarium, Columbarium Mezar,
Giivercinlik, Kremasyon, Koramaz.

Ogr. Gér. Erciyes Universitesi, E-posta: bilgin@erciyes.edu.tr
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COLUMBARIM TOMBES OF KORAMAZ VALLEY

ABSTRACT

Kayseri is an important city located at the foot of Mount Erciyes,
which is considered to be the center point of Anatolia. Kayseri has been
the crossroads of important trade routes in all periods from Kultepe to
the present day. Kayseri, has retained its charm during the Roman period
and has become an important center. The monumental tombs, city walls
and temple ruins dating from Rome to the present day show the
importance of the Roman architectural movement in Kayseri. Cremation
is an important burial tradition accepted in Rome. This tradition was
popularized by mass tombs known as columbarium tombs.
Columbarium tombs are mass burial sites that serve a particular public
group. Koramaz Valley is a twelve kilometers long earthquake fracture
which is located about twenty kilometers to the north east of Kayseri city
center and contains many rock tombs, cave churches and villages in
which life continues. Twenty-one columbarium tombs and three
dovecotes in Koramaz Valley were investigated. In the first part of the
study, general history of Kayseri is explained and then Koramaz Valley is
mentioned. Later, Roman funeral burial methods are examined,
especially cremation burials and columbarium tombs are discussed.
Dovecotes and columbarium tombs are often confused, with the fact that
almost all of the columbarium tombs were later converted into dovecotes.
Consequently, the columbarium tombs of the Koramaz Valley, which are
the subject of the study, are examined in detail and the differences
between the columbarium tombs and the dovecotes are clearly revealed.

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

The first settlement known in Kayseri is located on the Kiltepe
mound (Kulakoglu, 2010). It is known to be founded by Kanesh. Today it
is an important archaeological excavation area and it is located 3 km west
of Koramaz Valley which is the subject of this work. Following Kanesh;
Hittite, Phrygian, Persian, Cappadocia Kingdom, Roman, Byzantine,
Danishmend, Mongols, Seljuk and Ottoman domination and Republic of
Turkey was continuing with the aforementioned sequence in Kayseri
(Erkiletlioglu, 1993). Kayseri is a very big and important city with a
population of four hundred thousand before the Roman period. City, M.S.
17 became a province of Rome and Roman rule continued until 395. After
the division of Rome into east and west, Kayseri came under Byzantine
(Eastern Roman) rule. Kayseri has been a very important and sacred city
for Rome especially due to the existence of Mount Erciyes. Kayseri's
present name was designated Caesarea (pronounced Kaisaria), referring
to the famous emperor Julius Caesar during the Roman period. Today,
there are tumulus tombs, fountains, temples and castle fortifications
from the Roman period in Kayseri. In the last period of Rome, which has
pagan beliefs, Christianity raids occurred and Kayseri was affected by
these raids. When Rome was divided, Kayseri became a very important
center for Christianity. It is also known that Basileius and Gregorius lived
in Kayseri during these dates (Erkiletlioglu, 2018). During the Roman
period, many temples such as Zeus Poliouchos Temple, Apollo Potros
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Temple, Tyche Temple, Serapis Temple, Argios Temple were built in
Kayseri (Erkiletlioglu, 1993). Today some ruins thought to belong to these
Roman temples can be seen around Koramaz Valley.

Koramaz Valley is an earthquake fracture with a length of
approximately 12 km which is located within the borders of Melikgazi
district of Kayseri. The name Koramaz appears in the Ottoman Archives
(devletarsivleri.gov.tr, 2019) for the first time in the documents. It is
known that the name Koramaz belongs to a sub-administrative unit of
the period, that the Koramaz sub-district is attached to Kayseri sanjak
and that it has villages attached to it. At the beginning of the 16th
century, there are 34 villages connected to Koramaz Sub-district. The
mountain, which is 1.900 meters high, is located to the east of Koramaz
Valley and is named Koramaz Mountain. Within the Keramaz Valley, from
east to west; Biyytik BiirtingQz (Ulu Biriingtiz), Subas: (Usgiibty, Kagiik
Biringiz (Kici Baringiz), Afirnas, Turan (Dimitre), Vekse, Bagpnar
(Isbidin) villages are located and life continues. Koramaz Valley attracts
attention not only with its historical wealth but alse with its natural
wealth. The scenic hiking trails in the valley (Kayseri Yiriiyts Rotalan ve
Turizm Kesif Rehberi, 2014) have recently received increasing attention.

It is seen that inhumation and cremation were applied together in
the early periods in Rome. Roman twelve tablet laws prohibited the burial
of the dead into the city. The major reason for this is the prevention of
epidemics that can be transmitted from the dead body to healthy bodies.
For this reason, cemeteries were built out of the city during the Roman
period (Civelek, 2007). In the cremation burial tradition, the dead body
was put on ceremony and burned on a pile of rectangular wood with
trappings. The entire body was nonflammable and about 2.5-4 kg of non-
combustible bones remained, the remaining ash was collected and filled
into terracotta vessels called urne or ostothek.

Due to increasing burial costs and capacity, Roman society began
to use the method of preserving urns in mass grave niches carved
underground or in rock during the Augustan period. The structures built
for this purpose are called columbarium tomb. This new tradition was
adopted by modern organizations that manage community and funeral
expenses and developed funeral insurance-derived functions in which the
deceased would be dignified and buried alone in a tomb with a beautiful
ceremony (Borbonus, 2014).

‘The word columba means Latin pigeon, while the columbarium was
used as a dovecote in Roman times. Columbaria is the plural of the word
columbarium. The word columbarium is actually the name given to each
niche within the tomb of the columbarium (Gilli, 2017). The reason why
Romans call these monumental mass graves as dovecote is undoubtedly
the fact that the structures are quite similar to dovecotes. Even today, it
is very difficult and technical to distinguish between a dovecote and a
columbarium tomb, which is clearly evidence of why the Romans used
the name. This, in other words, the fact that columbariums have been
used for many years as a dovecote, and that the first function is not
known by the public, has caused the columbariums to have suffered
relatively less treasure destruction until today.

To avoid confusion of dovecotes and celumbariums, the term
columbarium tomb is used (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium tombs are
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not only visually unique, but also the first known mass graves of Rome
to provide mass burial services to biological families and residents of the
same house (Borbonus, 2014).

‘The first detection of columbarium tombs in Koramaz Valley was
made by Eric Gilli. However, Gilli's work is merely a preliminary fixation
and contains general statements. When the rock carved structures in the
Koramaz Valley are examined as a whole, it is seen that the structures
change function continuously. For example, a rock tomb built as a rock
tomb during the Roman period turned into a cave church, or a structure
used as a columbarium tomb after the loss of its function naturally used
as a dovecote (Picture 25). In another scenario, the columbarium tomb
was later transformed into a place for must production (Figure 36). There
are studies in the literature where structures in the region are considered
as dovecote (Karakaya, 2014).

Columbarium tombs, although the first purpose of the mass burial
area in time with the Roman invasion of Christianity in Rome, the
cremation tradition was abandoned, the buildings remained
dysfunctional, the chimneys opened to the ceilings and continued to use
these modifications as a dovecote.

In this work, a total of 21 columbarium tombs in the Koramaz
Valley were identified and analyzed. Columbarium tombs are known to
have been converted into dovecotes over time and are often confused with
dovecotes. In this work, the differences between dovecotes and
columbarium tombs were clearly revealed and Koramaz Valley
columbarium tombs were introduced. It is predicted that columbarium
tombs can be found both in different parts of Koramaz Valley and in
different valleys in Kayseri.

Detailed and advanced research and archaecological excavations in
the region will provide more detailed information about the history of the
columbarium tombs mentioned in this work. With the help of
archaeological materials such as urne and ash remains to be found in
the columbarium tombs, the claims in this work can be confirmed and
exact dating will be possible.

Keywords: Columbarium, Columbarium Tomb, Dovecote,
Cremation, Koramaz.

Kayseri Tarihi

Kayseri®de bilinen ilk yerlesimlerden biri de Kiiltepe'dir ve kazilarda Eski Tung Cagi’nin erken
donemlerine kadar inilmigtir (Kulakoglu, 2010). Kiltepe hoyigii bugiin dnemli bir arkeolojik kaz
alamdir ve bu ¢alismaya da konu olan Koramaz Vadisi'nin 3 km batisinda ver almaktadir. Kanes'i
takiben Kayseri’de Hitit, Frig, Pers, Kapadokya Kralligi, Roma, Bizans, Danismend, Mogol, Selquklu,
Osmanh ve Tiirkive Cumhuriyeti Devleti egemenlii amlan sira ile siiregelmigtir (Erkiletlioglu, 1993).
Kayseri, Roma egemenliginden dnce 400 bin niifusa sahip olduk¢a biiyiik ve dnemli bir sehirdir. Schir,
M.S. 17 tarihinde Roma’nn bir ili haline gelmistir ve Roma egemenligi 395 yilina kadar devam etmistir.
Roma’min dogu ve bati olarak ikiyve billinmesinin ardindan Kayseri, Bizans (Dogu Roma) yénetimi
altina girmigtir. Kayseri, dzellikle Erciyes Dagi’'mn varhig nedeni ile Roma igin olduk¢a dnemli ve
kutsal bir schir olmustur. Kayseri’nin bugiinkii adi Roma ydnetimi ddneminde Ginlii imparator Julius
Caesar’a atfen Caesarea (okunusu Kaisaria) olarak belirlenmigtir. Kayseri’de bugiin Roma
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Dinemi'nden  kalma timiilis mezarlar, g¢esmeler, tapinaklar, kale sur duvarlan  kalintilan
bulunmaktadir, Pagan inamsa sahip olan Roma’nin son dinemlerinde Hristiyanhk akinlar olusmus ve
bu akinlardan Kayseri de etkilenmisgtir. Roma'min biliindiigii tarihte Kayseri Hristiyanhk igin ¢ok
dnemli bir merkez haline gelmistir. Bu tarihlerde Basileius ve Gregorius'un Kayseri’de ikamet ettigi de
bilinmektedir (Erkiletlioglu, 2018). Roma Dénemi’nde Kayseri'de Zeus Poliouchos Tapinagi, Apollon
Potros Tapmag, Tyche Tapina@i, Serapis Tapinag, Argios Tapma@ gibi ¢ok sayida tapinak inga
edilmigtir (Erkiletlioglu, 1993), bugiin bu Roma tapmaklarina ait oldugu diisiiniilen bazi kalintlar
Koramaz Vadisi civaninda yer yer goriillebilmektedir.

Koramaz Vadisi

Koramaz Vadisi, Kayseri ili Melikgazi ilgesi sirlan igerisinde yer alan yaklasik 12 km
uzunlu@a sahip bir deprem king olusumudur. Koramaz adi belgelerde ilk defa karsimiza Osmanli
Devlet Arsivlerinde (devletarsivleri.gov.tr, 2019) gikmaktadir, Koramaz adimin dénemin alt yénetim
birimlerinden biri olan bir nahiveye ait oldugu, Koramaz nahiyesinin Kayseri sancagima bagh oldugu ve
kendisine bagh karyelerinin (koylerinin) oldugu bilinmektedir. 16, yiizyil baglarinda Koramaz
Nahiyesine bagh 34 kiy bulunmaktadir (alt ¢izili olanlar bugin Koramaz Vadisi igerisinde yer
almaktadir): Ulu Biiriingiiz, Gergeme, Bild Gesi, Merse, Viniye, Ispile, Mancusun, Kamber, Barsama,
Salkuma, Tolis, Efkere, Nize, Darsiyak, Sarimsakh, Dimitre, Germir, Tavlusun, Cirlavuk, Vekse, Gesi,
Uskiibi, Kigi Biiriingiiz, Afimas, Sultanham, Palas, Selasire, Kala-i Hiristo, Kinf, Kozla, Giryat,
Sagarak, Savalak, Canbaz (Cémert, 2008). Koramaz Vadisi'nin dogusunda yer alan 1.900 metre
yiikseklige sahip dagin adi da Koramaz Dagi dir. Koramaz Vadisi'nin igerisinde bugiin dogudan batiya
dogru; Biiyiik Biiriingiiz (Ulu Biiriingiiz), Subas: (Usgibii), Kiigiik Biiriingiiz (Kici Biiriingiiz), A@irnas,
Turan (Dimitre), Vekse, Bagpinar (Ishidin) kdyleri yer almakta ve yasam siiregelmektedir. Koramaz
Vadisi sadece tarihi zenginligi ile deg@il ayni zamanda dogal zenginligi ile de dikkat gekmektedir, Vadi
igerisinde yer alan dogal yiiriiyiig parkurlan (Kayseri Yiriiyiig Rotalart ve Turizm Kegif Rehberi, 2014)
son zamanlarda artan bir ilgi gormektedir. Resim 1'de Koramaz Vadisi ana hatti ve vadi igerisinde
vagam devam eden 7 mahalle (kiy) gosterilmektedir,

vy Googlearth

Resim 1: Koramaz Vadisi ve Yerlesim Yerleri

Strabon Kayseri've gerceklestirdigi zivarette sehri Eusebia ve Mazaka isimleri ile anmakta,
bugtinkii Kayseri sehir merkezinin kurulu bulundugu ovay: batakhk olarak tammlamakta ve halkin
ovaya kiyasla yiiksekte kalan balgelerde yasadigim anlatmaktadir (Strabon, 2012) . Bu bakis agisiyla
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rakimi gehir merkerinden ortalamada 300 metre fazla olan Koramaz Vadisi'nde o dénemde de yerlesim
oldugu iddia edilebilir. Koramaz Vadisi'nin batisinda yer alan Kiltepe hoyiigi de dikkate alindiginda
binlerce yildir siirekli iskin gordiigii distinilebilir. Vadinin Bizans Donemi’nde de nemli bir merkez
oldugu, sehri doguya baglayan yollarin bir béltimiiniin buradan gectigi bilinmektedir. Dinemin dnemli
Bizans yollanindan biri de Sivas yoluna paralel olarak Gesi bélgesi igerisinden gegmekte idi. Gesi',
Bizans Donemi'nde “Kase™ bazm kaynaklara gre (Moravesik ve Jenkins, 1967) “Kasi” olarak
adlandiriimaktaydi. V1. Leon Dinemi’nde (886-912) Gesi (Kase), daha dneeden Kapadokya Askeri
Bilgesinde iken (Theme), Charsianon Askeri Bolgesi (Theme) ne eklenmis ve Kayseri ile birlikte
Charsianon adli yeni Askeri Bolgeye dahil olmustur. 20. yiizyilin baslarinda bélgede yasayan Rumlar
tarafindan bolgeye “Nea Kassiane™ denilmekteydi, bugiin bolgeye Gesi denilmektedir. Kisa bir dénem
igin de olsa bolgedeki Gesi garnizonu, kendi blgesinde giivenlik zafiyeti bulundugu i¢in Pinarbas
Piskoposuna ev sahipligi yapmistir.

Bahse konu Bizans yolu, Gesi'den sonra kuzey dogu istikametinde devam etmekte ve 6 km
sonra Antik Piskoposluk Sehri olan Aragena’va ulasmaktachr, Aragena bugin Agimas olarak
bilinmektedir. Mandae, bugiin bir kéy olan Usgiibii (Agirnas’in 2 km giineyindedir)’deki manastirin
adidir. Bumanastirda Agirnas piskoposu ikamet ederdi. Bugiin Usgiibii olan kéyiin adi sonralan “Skupi”
ve daha once de “Episkope” kelimelerinden tiremistir (Hild, 1977), bugiin kioyde hala piskoposluk
gorintiisii goze carpmaktadir. Mandae manastinna bagl The Forty Martyrs Kilisesi Usgiibii’de yer
almakta idi. Bu kilise séylenenlere gore tamamen yikilnug ve ilkokul yapilirken taslan kullamilmigtar.
Kilisenin kalintilan bugiin kéyiin kuzeyindeki bir tepede yer almaktadir. Yol, Agirnas’tan sonra Kuzey
Dogu istikametinde eski adi ile Sarmisakli’ya bugiinkii adh ile Biinyan’a yonelir (Honigmann, 1935).
Koramaz Vadisi'nin Bizans Dinemi’nde de yol glizergahinda yer almasi sebebi ile oldukga énemli
oldugu acikea gorilmektedir. Resim 2'de Koramaz Vadisi'nden gegen Bizans hatta Gncesinde Roma
yolunun tahmini giizergah gosterilmektedir.

Resim 2: Koramaz Vadisi i¢inden Gegen Bizans Yolunun Tahmini Giizergihs ve Eski Yer Adlart

' Kase (Gesi) Pmarbasi (Ariaratheia) ile Kayseri (Kaisareia) arasinda bulunan bir yerlegim veri. Hild, kitabinda bu yerin bugiin
Kayseri'nin 13 km kuzey dofusunda ver alan, ¢esitli antik kalintilar barindiran ve Gesi olarak bilinen yerlesim yen oldufunu
iddia etmektedir. Efer bu iddia dofru isc antik isim bugiin verel isim olarak vasamaya devam etmektedir. Pinarbagt ile Gesi
arasindaki mesafe bir piskopos tarafindan wonetilmek igin oldukga fazladir, Hild iddiasim giiglendirmek igin Panarbag:
Piskoposunun giivenlik nedeni ile Gesi've yerlestigini iddia eder(Zgusta, 1984).
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Koramaz Vadisi'nde igerisinde ver alan fresklerden, niglerden ve yapihis sekillerinden yola
gikarak Bizans Donemi’ne tarihlenen su ana kadar tespit edilmis toplamda 40 adet kaya kilise
bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan igerisinde yer alan freskleri en iyi korunmusg ve giiniimiize kadar ulasabilmis
en dnemli kilise daha énce N. Karakaya tarafindan Isbidin Kaya Kilisesi® olarak takdim edilmis kilisedir.
Kilise tahmini X1-XII1. yiizyillar arasina tarihlenmektedir (Karakaya, 2013), (Straub vd., 2019). Bu
kiliseye ilave olarak bugiinkii adi ile Subasi (Usgiibii) kéyiinde yer alan bir kaya oyma manastir da
dikkat gekmektedir (Karakaya, 2014). Kaya oyma kiliselere ilave olarak giiniimilze kadar ulasabilmis
iki adet de bityiik kilise bulunmaktadir. Bunlar Vekse Rum Kilisesi ve 1857 yvilinda insa edilmis Agimas
Kilisesi'dir (Kayseri Taginmaz Kiiltiir Varliklan Envanteri, 2008).

Koramaz Vadisi'nin yerel adi ile Akbin Deresi olarak bilinen bolgesinde karsiniza gikan kava
mezarlar, arkosolium mezarlar, columbarium mezarlar, vadinin tst kisminda yer alan platoda yer alan
inhumasyon amagh khamosorion tipi kaya lahitleri vadinin Roma Dénemi'nden baglamak tizere Bizans
Dénemi'nde de bir mezarhik olarak kullamldigim gostermektedir (Resim 23). Vadide yer alan anitsal
tasarima sahip mezar kapilan dikkatle incelendiginde yapilann Roma Dinemi mimari unsurlanm
igerdigi benzerlerine kivasla rahatlikla goriilebilmektedir (Resim 10, 24, 25, 26). Vadiyi merkeze
oturtup 5 km yarigaph bir daire gizildiginde igerisinde kalan Kiiltepe, Hongele, Aydos, Kazlar, Andon
adlari ile bilinen bugiin terkedilmis ve sadece yiizeysel kalintillar barindiran antik yerleskelerin Roma va
da daha onceki donemlerde aktif yagam banindirdiklan rahathikla iddia edilebilir. Roma Dénemi’nde
mezarhklarn hastalik olugturma endigesi ile yerlesim yerlerinin hemen diginda yapilmalan gelenei gz
oniine alindiginda Koramaz Yadisi nin tiim bu antik yerleskelerin ortak mezarhifi oldugu diisiiniilebilir,
Vadinin ¢evresinde ve iginde kargimiza ¢ikan kagni yollan da bu iddiayr ashinda teyit etmektedir (Resim
22). Tum bunlara ilave olarak vadinin st kisminda yer alan platoda 5 km’lik yarigap igerisinde 14 adet
tiimiiliis rahathkla gézlemlenebilmektedir.

Roma Diinemi Olii Gimme Gelenekleri, Kremasyon Gimii ve Columbarium Mezarlar

Roma Dénemi nde yasam sonrasinda hayatin devam ettigine inamhrdi, bu nedenle dogum nasil
kutlamyorsa 6liim de dyle kutlamlmaktaydi ve cenaze torenleri Roma'da oldukga énemli ritiieller
barindirmaktaydi. Roma bu konuda oldukga tutucu bir gelenege sahiptir. Roma’da sosyal statii ile
cenaze tireni ve hatta defin veri bile degigebilmektedir. Elit cenaze merasimleri ile elit olmayan grubun
cenarze merasimleri arasindaki farklhilagma, ckonomik nedenler ile toplu gomiilmenin elit olmayan
gruplara ait bir gelenek olarak zaruri kabuliine gitmistir. Oliiniin defin islemleri ise donemden doneme
degigmekle birlikte gdbmme gelene@i olarak inhumasyon (toprak altina gémmek), kremasyon (atesle
yakma), dogaya terk ve mumyalama yontemlerinin kullamldi@ bilinmektedir (Civelek, 2007). Roma’da
erken dénemlerde inhumasyon ve kremasyonun birlikte uygulandifn gériilmektedir. Roma on iki tablet
kanunlan 6liintin sehrin igine gémillmesini yasaklangtir. Bunun en biiyiik nedeni 6lii bedenden saghkh
bedenlere bulasabilecek salgin hastaliklarin dnlenmesidir. Bu nedenle Roma Ddnemi’nde mezarhiklar
gehrin disina yapilmigtir (Civelek, 2007). Roma’da kremasyon gémme teknigi milattan dnee 4, yiizyilda
baglamig ve milattan sonra 3. yiizyilda terkedilmis bir gelencktir'. Kremasyon gémme geleneginde, 6li
beden ziynet esyalan ile birlikte dikdortgen seklinde hazirlanmis odun yigini iizerine térenle konulur ve
yakilirdh, Bedenin tamami yanmaz ve yaklagik 2,5-4 kg agirh@inda yanmayan kemikler kalirdi, gerive
kalan kiil ise toplanarak urne ya da ostothek adi verilen kaplara doldurulurdu. Kremasyon gimme
gelenedi Resim 3'te gdsterilmistir,

* Duvar resimleri X1-XI11. yiizyillara tarihlenmektedir. Kilise, Ispidin (Bagpinar) kidyiini igine alan vadide, kdyiin bansinda,
vadinin giiney yamacinda yer alir, Kilise batisinda bulundugu Ispidin kiyiine 3 km mesafededir. Yol seviyesinden |5 m kadar
yilkseklikteki yamaca oyularak yvapilougtr (Karakaya, 2013).

* Kremasyon gémii Demir Cagr'nda da gorilmektedir (Yigitpasa, 2010, 2011).
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Resim 3: Kremasyon Siireci

Urneler (ya da urna) kapakh ya da kapaksiz olabildigi gibi, camdan, metalden ya da mermerden
de yapilabilmekteydi. Baz urnelerin tizerinde 6liniin kimliginin yazih oldugu alanlar da bulunmaktaydi
(Akkurnaz, 2016). (Yigitpaga 2010, 2011). Kiil dolu urne daha sonra mezar odasina ya da columbarium
mezarinda yer alan urne nigine konulurdu veya istege gére gomilirdii, yanmayan kemikler ise yine
mezar odasindaki silolarda saklamirdi (Resim 19). Mumyalama ise bedenin onurlandirilmasi manasina
gelmektedir ve gorece maliyetli bir defin teknigidir, bu nedenle de varhikh kigiler haricinde halk arasinda
uygulanmanustir (Civelek, 2007).

Kremasyon neticesinde 6liiden arta kalan kiillerin dolduruldugu urnelerin 6liiyve gosterilen saygi
geregi muhafazasi dnemli bir konudur. Bunun igin mezar kazmak, kiilii inhumasyonda oldugu gibi
toprak altina gdmmek oldukga masrafli bir yontem olmaktadir, Niifusun arttii, mezarlik alanlarinin
dolmaya bagladi@i gz Gniine ahmirsa toplu olarak defin yapilabilecek giiziim arayislaninin gayet dogal
olarak ortaya giktign anlagilmaktad. Roma'da, gittikge biiyiiven devasa kentlesme neticesinde,
gelencksel mezarhklar tika basa dolmus. yilksek miktarda cenaze ve defin islemi yapilan biyik
gehirlerde aym gdmii ¢ukuruna birden fazla bireyin gdmiilmesi, hatta bazen aym gémii ¢ukurunun
definler dist tste gelecek sckilde birkag kez kullamlmasi olagan karsilanir hale gelmisti (Borbonus,
2014).

Roma toplumu, artan defin maliyetleri ve kapasite dolulugu nedenleri ile Augustus Dénemi’nde
yer altina ya da kaya iglerine oyulan toplu mezar nislerinde urnelerin muhafaza edilmesi ydntemini
kullanmaya baglarmsglardir. Bu amag igin yapilnug olan yapilara columbarium mezar denilmektedir. Bu
veni gelenek toplum ve cenaze masraflanim yoneten modern organizasyonlar tarafindan benimsenmisg
ve blen kisilerin onurlu bir bigimde, giizel bir téren ile tek basina bir mezara gémiilecegi cenaze sigortasi
tiirevi fonksiyonlar gelistirmiglerdir (Borbonus, 2014).
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Columbarium Mezarlar

Columba kelimesi Latince giivercin anlanuna gelmektedir, columbarium ise Roma Dénemi’nde
glivercin yuvasi n fa kullamlmigtir, Columbaria ise columbarium kelimesinin goguludur,
Columbarium kelimesi aslinda columbarium mezari igerisinde yer alan her bir nise verilen addir (Gilli,
2017). Romalilarm bu amtsal toplu mezarlan giivercin yuvasi olarak adlandirmalarimn hig siiphesiz
nedeni yapilarin esasinda givercinlige oldukea dnemli bigimde benziyor olmalandir. Bugiin bile bir
guvercinlik ile columbarium mezarin ayirt edilmesi oldukga zor ve teknik bir konudur, Romalilarin bu
ismi neden kullandiklaninin ashinda agik¢a da kamiidir. Bu durum, yani columbariumlann giivercinlik
olarak uzun willar kullamlmis olmasi ve ilk fonksiyonunun halk tarafindan bilinmivor olmasi
columbariumlarin giiniimiize kadar gorece daha az defineci tahribatina ugramasina vesile olmustur.
Giivercin beslenen yapilar ile columbariumlarin kangtinlmamas: igin columbarium mezar ifadesi
kullamlmaktadir (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium mezarlar sadece girsel olarak benzersiz olmakla
kalmayp, biyolojik ailelere ve aym evde ikamet eden kisilere toplu defin hizmetleri saglanan Roma’nin
bilinen ilk organize toplu mezarlandirlar (Borbonus, 2014).

Columbarium mezarlar, 6lii yad etme ihtivaglan sonucu ortaya gikms benzersiz yapilar olup,
hitap ettigi kesimin toplumsal durumuna dair ipuglan da sunmaktadirlar. Columbarium mezarlar
duvarlarina iglenmig ¢ok sayida mezar nigleri nedeni ile giiniimiize kadar gok yipranms olarak ulagmig
olsalar dahi diger mezar yapilarmdan bu nisler sayesinde kolayca ayirt edilebilmektedirler.
Columbarium kelimesi ashinda Roma Donemi yazili kaynaklarinda devasa givercinlikler igerisindeki
barinma nigi olarak yer almaktadir, mezar abidesi olarak kullammuna delil ise Roma Dénemi’nden
kalma mezar tabelasi kayitlanidir. Bu kawitlarda her bir nigin kime ait oldugu goriilebilmektedir.
Columbarium mezarlarda sadece kiiller degil aym zamanda yakilnus insan bedeninden kalan kemik
pargalan da yer depolarinda (silo) saklanmakta, kiiller ise i¢ duvara oyulmus mezar nislerinde dzel
topraktan yapilmis kaplarda saklanmakta idi (Resim 42), (Borbonus, 2014). Asagida yer alan Resim
4'de Roma Dénemi'ne tarihlenen biiviik ve nemli bir columbarium mezan goriilmektedir,

Resim 4: Livia Columbarium Mezar Doju Duvan (Borbonus, 2014)
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Columbarium mezarlar kapilan kapal, toplu defin anitlanidir. Bu yapilanin i¢ duvarlarina
kazlmig olan mezar niglerine yakilmis olan Gliiniin kiilleri bir toprak kap igerisine yerlestirilerek
dizilirdi. Columbarium mezarlar, elit olmayan Roma vatandaglarimin, genellikle de kélelerin ve
aristokrat evlerinde hizmet eden sonradan Gzgiirlesmis kolelerin killerinin saklandi@ toplu mezar
alanlandir.  Surasi kesindir ki columbarium mezar sakinleri, elit simftan ve Roma politik elitleri
simfindan degillerdir. Columbarium mezarlarin ingasinin elit olmayan kitleden bir yonetici tarafindan
va da aristokrat liderlerce yinetildigi bilinmektedir. Columbarium mezarlar biyiik kitlelerin kullandii
bir defin ortanm olamazlar, ¢iinki bulunduklan bolgelerdeki sayilan o bilgede yasayan tim insanlan
kapsayacak kadar ¢ok degildir. Bunun verine belirli bir ziimrenin érnegin elit toplumun ¢ahstirdig
isgilerin defin yeri olabilirler (Borbonus, 2014). Toplu defin mezar aniti sayesinde kitleler sosyal olarak
bir etkilegim igerisine girmektedirler. Bireyler, aileler veya arkadashk gruplan bu vesile ile bir araya
gelmisler ve sosyal topluluklar olusturmuglardir (Borbonus, 2014). Roma’da elit olmayan simf hakkinda
maalesef gergekgi bir yazili kaynak bulunmamaktadir, bunun yerine elitler tarafindan yazilmus abartili
ve klise bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Bundan dolayr, tarihi degerine ragmen ne yank ki columbarium
mezarlar hakkinda teferruath bir bilgi kaynaklarda yer almamaktadir. Bunun altinda yatan nedenler;
kalintilarin kétii durumda olmas:, tipolojik farklihklar barindirmasi ve gelencksel arkeoloji anlayisinin
clit kiiltiire odaklanmig olmasi olarak siralanabilir. Columbarium mezarlarin tarihlendirilmesi genellikle
miimkiin olamamaktadir. Bunun temel nedeni bu yapilanin inga edilirken oldukga kalitesiz bir isgilikle
inga edilmis olmalan ve ume kaplanmn ya da 6li hediyelerinin yeteri kadar ele gegmemis olmasidir
{Borbonus, 2014). Tiim bu durumun neticesi olarak columbarium mezarlann varhiinin degeri yeterinee
bilinememigtir, Asalgldﬂ yer alan Resim 5°de oldukga tahrip olmug bir columbarium mezar
goriilmektedir.

Resim 5: Scpulerum Scipionum Yakinmdaki Columbarium Mezan (Borbonus, 2014)

Roma'nin kentsel niifusunda, toplu organizasyon ve gomiilme, simfsal aynhklann ortaya
cikarabilecegi problemlere bir nebze de olsa ¢bziim yoninde destek saglamugtir. Birlikte olma ve
vardimlagma atmosferi sayesinde insanlar arasindaki dayamisma artmakta ve sosyal sikdyetler
baskilanmaktadir. Columbarium mezarlar bu dayamsmanin fiziksel tezahiirii olarak Augustus
Dénemi'nde ortaya ¢ikmislardir. Columbarium mezarlarin bulundugu g¢evreden izole edilmis bir
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bigimde inga edilmiy olmalan tipik bir Augustus Dénemi anlayisim yansitmaktadir. Columbarium
mezarlarin yer altinda insa edilmis olmalarn, onlarin toplu defin biliimlerinin ¢evredeki yerlesimlerden
tam izolasyonunu miimkiin kilmistir (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium mezarlarin ilk yapilmaya
baglandigi donem olan Augustus Donemi’nin sonlannda, yapilarin basit bir bigimde insa edildigi
gorilmektedir. Augustus Dénemi sonrast yapilan columbarium mezarlarn daha ileri fonksivonlar
kazandigi, Tiberian sonrast yapilan columbarium mezarlann ise toprak istii columbarium mezarlara
evrildigi goriilmekiedir (Borbonus, 2014). Yer alu columbarium mezarlar, Augustus Donemi’nde ortaya
gikms benzersiz yapilar olup, bir ya da iki nesil boyunca yapilagelmislerdir. Columbarium mezarlar
mimari tasarim olarak gémil niglerinin benzer veya esit sekil ve buyiklikte yapildigi yapilardir. Bu
sayede her bir nige yerlestirilen Kisiler gdrsel olarak aym seviyede bulunmaktadirlar. Defin niglerinin
bagimsiz birer nig olarak kazilmig olmalan onlan birbirinden bagimsiz kilmamaktadir. Arka arkaya
dizilmis, tekrarlanan nisler sonsuz bir birliktelik hissini tiim columbarium mezar igerisine gorsel olarak
yaymaktadir, Tiim columbarium mezarlarin orijinal kapasitelerinin, kullamm siirelerinin ve ortalama
olim orammin kestiimi ile niifus  biiyiikligini  hesaplamak miimkiin  olabilir, Columbarium
mezarlarinin mimari tasarimlan kendilerine has bir karakteristige sahiptir ve benzersizdir, bununla
birlikte toplu defin organizasyonlan da yine columbarium mezarlarla birlikte ortaya ¢ikmig ve sadece
buralarda uygulanmistir. Columbarium mezarlarin genellikle collegia adiyla bilinen bir organizasyon
tarafindan idare edildigi bilinmektedir. Sosyal kuliipler olarak da degerlendirilebilecek collegialarn en
onemli fonksiyonu defin islemleri idi (Borbonus, 2014). Columbarium mezarlar yihn belirli giinlerinde
aliilerin akrabalan tarafindan ziyaret edilirdi, Resim 6°da bir columbarium mezarda gergeklesen ziyaret
resmedilmigtir.

Resim 6: Louis Hector Leroux Sanatsal Columbarium Cizimi, Roma Appian Yolundaki Columbarium
Mezarda Anne ve Oglu. Musce de la Princeric, 1878,
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Her bir urme niginin genellikle pigmis topraktan yapilmg, agz kapatilmug ve genellikle iki tane
ol kiilii saklama kabi (urne) igerdigi bilinmektedir. Niglerin miktan, bolgede yasayan elit olmayan
toplumun 6liim ve defin kapasitesine dair bir fikir verebilmektedir. Columbarium mezar duvarlarindaki
mezar nigleri bir ila on arasinda degigen siralar halinde kazilirdi, bu nigler baz 6rneklerde tliggen seklinde
olabilmektedir ve her bir nis bir ila alt: arasinda degisen toprak kap igercbilmektedir (Resim 14, 41),
(Borbonus, 2014),

Columbarium mezarlarin genellikle Roma’ya giden anayollarin yakinlarinda insa edildikleri
bilinmektedir. Columbarium mezarlar her ne kadar yer altinda inga edilmis olsalar da, ana yoldan
saparak columbarium mezarlara ulagmaya ¢aligan bir ziyareiginin bu yapilan fark edebilecegi kadar
disaridan goriinen bir kisimlan da var idi. Ziyaretgi, disaridan gordiigii yapilar ile hangi columbarium
mezarin kendi ailesine ait oldugunu bilebiliyordu. Columbarium mezarlarn kilitlenebilir bir kapilan
bulunuyordu. Cevreyle olan gorsel bagimsizlik, verlesim yerlerinden fark edilmeyen yapilannin aksine
columbarium mezarlarin igi tam bir kitlesel tdren alamdir. Roma Dénemi anitsal mezarlar, i¢inde yatan
kiginin gamna uygun sekilde gosterishi yapilirlards, ancak gozden wrak columbarium mezarlarda boyle
bir kaygr bulunmamakta ve girsel agidan oldukga sade olmaktadirlar. Columbarium mezarlarin yapilis
sekilleri incelendiginde minimum  maliyetle maksimum  kapasite  hedeflendigi  anlagilmaktadir
{Borbonus, 2014).

Columbarium mezarlarn ¢evreden izole yapilan sayesinde, hem mahrem hem de toplu 6liim
vad etme alam ozellikleri tagirlar. Columbarium mezarlar, sakinlerinin 6lim ya da dogum giinlerinde va
dini tatil giinlerinde (parentalia) ziyaretgi akinina ugrarlardi. Her ne kadar ziyaretgileri olsa da yer alinda
olmalari, gevreden izole olmalan nedeni ile gérece zivaretgi sayilart hep diigiik olmustur. Bu giinlerde
columbarium mezarlara genellikle giiller birakilirken, gliniimiize kadar ulagan pigmis topraktan yapilnns
lambalar da bulunmustur. Bu lambalarin éliiniin columbarium mezar gibi karanhk ortama yolunu
bulabilmesi inancina dayamlarak hediye edildigi bilinmektedir. Lambalar savet yeterli alan varsa
nislerin igerisine yoksa niglerin dniine veya siitunlara yakilarak dizilirlerdi, ortamda bir husu olusturup
gelen kitleyi teskin ederdi. Bu dzel glinlerde aynica columbarium mezarlann digindan bir tiinel
igerisinden (libasyon olugu) defin alanmina sarap dikiildigi de bilinmektedir (Resim 18), (Borbonus,
2014).

Columbarium mezarlann bir anda ortaya gikuklanm diigiinmek dogru degildir, goriinim
benzerlikleri dikkate alindiginda columbarium mezarlanin bir yapidan esinlendigi diistiniilebilir.
Etriisklere ait oldufu 6ne striilen columbarium mezarlar, kayadan kesilmis dairesel yapilardir ve
iglerinde kare ya da liggen formlu, gok sayida diizensiz nigler bulunur. Etriisklere tarihlendirilen bu
yapilar kentlerden uzakta, erigimi zor olan alanlarda ¢ok sayida bulunmaktadirlar (Borbonus, 2014).
Resim 7'de iaat}'a'da yer alan ve Etriiskler tarafindan vapildign bilinen columbarium mezarindan bir
gorsel yer almaktadir.
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Resim 7: Etriisk Columbarium Mezar Omegi, Giiney Toskana, Italya,

Bazr columbarium mezarlann kendi igerisinde gok sayida i¢ odaya sahip oldugu, bu odalarin
kapilarimin zamaminda kapal oldugu anlagilmaktadir, bu odalarin aileler veya farkll gruplar igin
olusturulmug ézel columbarium mezar i¢ odalan oldugu distiniilmektedir (Borbonus, 2014).

Bilinmektedir ki columbarium mezar sakinleri defin, kremasyon wve cenaze tireni gibi
harcamalar igin columbarium mezar yénetimine bir miktar para ddemekte idi. Columbarium mezarlarda
mezar niglerinin altina bir plaka lizerinde kisinin bilgileri yazilmakta, bazi columbarium mezarlarda ise
kiginin ismi dogrudan urne iizerinde yazilmaktaydi. Bazi nemli columbarium mezar sakinleri ise bunun
da Stesinde baz sahsi malzemelerini de columbarium mezara koydurabiliyordu. Columbarium mezara
defnedilen her bir insan, kremasyon sonrasi kalan kiillerin igine konuldugu pigmis topraktan yapilmig
kaplarm depolanabildigi bir ume nigine sahip olmakta idi. Bununla birlikte columbarium mezar
sakinlerinin columbarium mezarda urne nigi kazmalarina da miisaade edilmekteydi. Columbarium
mezar inga eden ve yoneten merkezler, tiim columbarium mezar sakinlerinin egit hizmet almasin ve egit
muamele gdrmesini garanti altina aliyorlard. Pratikte columbarium mezara gdomiilecek olan kisilere yer
tahsisi tamamen rastgele yapilmamakia idi, Grne@in bir columbarium mezar yonetimi gekilis
diizenleyerek sansh kisiye alti tane yer segme hakk: vermigtir. Bunun da dtesinde bazi columbarium
mezar yonetimleri iyi yerleri parayla satmistir (Borbonus, 2014).

Columbarium mezarlar, Roma’nin son dénemlerinde Hristiyanhk akimlarnin artmast ile sona
eren kremasyon gelenegi ardindan kullamm disi kalnuglardir. Baz columbarium mezarlar ise
inhumasyon gémii i¢in kullanilacak sekilde adapte edilmislerdir, bunun igin columbarium mezarlarin
zeminlerine ve duvarlanna genig defin nigleri ya da gukurlan kazlms veya nigler genigletilerck
birlestirilmis ve beden sigacak hale getirilmiglerdir (Resim 17), (Borbonus, 2014).
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Bu calismada Koramaz Vadisi igerisinde bulunan Agirnas Mahallesi sinirlan igerisinde kalan
yerelde Akbin Deresi olarak adlandirilan bdlgede yogunlasan ama tiim vadi igerisinde dagilmig olarak
bulunan toplam 21 adet columbarium mezar oldugu disiiniilen insan eli ile kayaya oyulmus yapilar
incelenmistir. Bu yapilanin 18 tanesinin tek bir bélgede bitisik olarak yapildiklar gériilmektedir. Fakat
vadi igerisine dagilan 3 tane farkh konumda columbarium mezar da bu galigmada incelenmistir, bu
durum ashinda olasi yeni columbarium mezarlarin ortaya gikarilabilecegini gostermektedir. Resim 8 de
columbarium mezarlann Koramaz Vadisi igerisindeki da@ilimi gorilmektedir. €5, C6 ve C7
columbarium mezarlarinin geriye kalan 18 columbarium mezardan uzakta konumlandii goriilmektedir.
Bu columbarium mezarlann ¢evresinde vapilacak detayll arastirmalart takiben yeni columbarium
mezarlann bulunabilecegi diigiiniilmektedir, Resim 9°da isc Resim 8'de konumlan detayli olarak
gortilemeyen 18 columbarium mezar ayrica gsterilmektedir.

:n.gh: Earth|

Resim 9: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlan (Akbin Balgesi)
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Koramaz Vadisi'nde wer alan columbarium mezarlara dair ilk tespit Eric Gilli tarafindan
gergeklestirilmigti,. Ancak Gilli'nin galigmas: sadece bir 6n tespitten ibarettir ve genel ifadeler
igermektedir (Gilli, 2017). Koramaz Vadisi’ndeki kaya oyma yapilar bir biitiin olarak incelendiginde
aslinda yapilarin zamanla siirekli fonksiyon degistirdigi goriilmektedir. Omegin Roma Dénemi’nde
kaya mezar olarak yapilmis bir kaya mezarin zamanla kiliseye dontistigii va da columbarium mezar
olarak kullamlmig bir yapimn fonksiyonunu yitirdikten sonra zamanla dogal olarak giivercinlik olarak
kullamldig durumlar s6z konusu olmustur (Resim 25). Bir diger senaryoda ise columbarium mezar
sonradan sira haneye dontigtirilmiistir (Resim 36). Bélgede yer alan yapilanin giivercinlik olarak ele
alindigi ¢aligmalar literatiirde meveuttur (Karakaya, 2014).

Columbarium mezarlarn ilk yapihis amaclari her ne kadar toplu defin alanlan olsa da zamanla
Roma’da Hristiyanhk akinlan ile birlikte kremasyon gelenegi terk edilince yapilar fonksiyonsuz
kalmislardir, insanlar bu yapilan tavanlarina agtiklar bacalar ve gesitli modifikasyonlar ile glivercinlik
olarak kullanmaya devam etmiglerdir.

Bazi columbarium mezarlarin zemininde inhumasyon gomiilme igin defin gukurlan agildii
goriilmektedir. Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki columbarium mezarlarin saglam olarak giiniimiize kadar
ulagabilmis olanlarnda ortak bir kapt mimarisi kullamlmstir. Vadideki birgok columbarium mezarin
giris kismu yol galigmalar ve dogal korozyon nedeni ile yok olmusgtur (Resim 27). Columbarium mezarin
giriginde dikddrtgen planh bir odaya ulagilmaktadir, bu odamin fonksiyonu bilinmemekle birlikte anit
mezarin téren odasi olabilecegi diigliniilmektedir (Resim 11). Bu odadan gegilen bagka bir kapi ile
columbarium mezar odasina ulagilmaktadir. Bu mimari anlayisin ashinda tiim columbarium mezarlar
igin ortak oldugu iddia edilebilir, zira karsilama odasi olmadan dogrudan girilen columbarium
mezarlann giris kisimlarnn yikilmg oldugu gézlemlenmektedir. Ayrica vadi igerisinde yer alan
columbarium mezarlann tamam ya kubbeli ya da dikdortgen planh mimaride insa edilmislerdir,
Columbarium mezarlarin tamanunda benzer mimari yaklagim tespit edilmistir. Bu durum giz oniine
alindifinda Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki tiim columbarium mezarlann ortak bir mimari anlayisla inga
edildikleri iddia edilebilir. Resim 10°da kapisi giiniimiize kadar ulasabilmis columbarium mezarlann
bazilarinda goriilen ortak kapi mimarisi gosterilmistir,

Resim 10: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezan Ormek Girig Kapist (Resim 26 dan Esinlenerek
Cizilmistir)
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almaktadir.

Resim 11: Bir Oda gerisinden Kapisit Kinlmig Columbarium Mezar Odasi (Resim 48)
Baz columbarium mezarlanin igerisinde niglerin birlestirildigi, inhumasyon ya da mumyalama

igin genis nigler olusturuldugu da gorilmistir. Resim 12°de bu duruma drnek bir illiistrasyon yer
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Resim 12: Nislerin Birlegtirilerck Inhumasyon ya da Mumyalama Tiiri Olii Gomme Igin Yeniden
Diizenlenmesine Dair Ornek (Resim 37)

Baz columbarium mezarlarin daha sonra kilise ya da sira hane olarak da kullamildig
goriilmiigtir (Resim 36). Bazi columbarium mezarlara ise sonradan nisler eklendigi 6zensiz iscilikten
anlagilabilmektedir (Resim 52). Zemini moloz ile értiilii olmayan tim Columbariumlar Mezarlarda
silolar gze garpmustir, bu silolarin sayisi bazi columbarium mezarlarda altiya kadar (Columbarium C8)
ulagmaktadir, yapilacak kaz ve arastirmalar ile aslinda zeminlerde ¢ok daha fazla sayida siloya
ulagtlaca@ asikirdir (Resim 42, 49). Koramaz Vadisi'ndeki columbarium mezarlarn  biyiik
cogunlugunun tavannda sonradan kinlarak agildi@i agikga goriilen giivercinlik bacalan yer almaktadir
(Resim 47, 50, 52, 56). Giivercinlik bacalarinda kullamlan taglar yine vadinin tistinde yer alan platoda
ver alan tas ocaklann kesilerek getirilmigtir. Ancak baz1 columbarium mezarlarda baca
bulunmamaktadir (Resim 36, 39, 60). Bu durum ashnda tiim columbarium mezarlarn giivercinlige
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dontgtirilmedigini gistermektedir. Columbarium mezar odasi igeriden incelendiginde, anmitsal bir
yapiya yakigacak sekilde oldukga dzenli bir iggilikle insa edildigi goriilmektedir, fakat bacalarn bu
kadar 6zenle yapilmus yapinin tavammin merkezinde dahi olmamalari, kinlarak agilmus olmalari bu
bacalarin sonradan agildiklarini bariz bir bigimde teyit etmektedir (Resim 41, 52). Resim 13°de yer alan
illiistrasyon Resim 52°de gisterilen fotografa aittir ve tavana dogru daralarak yiikselen nisler oldukga
etkileyici bir tarz olugturmaktadir.

Resim 13: Ornek Bir Columbarium Mezar Odasi i¢i (Resim 52)

Koramaz Vadisi columbarium mezarlarinin icerisinde ver alan niglerin tiggen va da yarim elips
formunda kazildigy goriilmektedir. Resim 52" de yarim elips formda nigler yer alirken Resim 42'de figgen
formlu nisler goriinmektedir. Resim 42 nin illiistrasyonu aga@ida ver alan Resim 14°de gisterilmektedir,

Resim 14 chcn Nisli Bir Columbarium Mczan (Resim 42)
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Resim 15: Ornek Bir Columbarium Mezari (Resim 54)

Koramaz Vadisi columbarium mezarlannda libasyon olugu da bulunmaktadir (Resim 41).
Ortalama 10 cm gapinda olan bu ince ve uzun oluklar, disaridan dogrudan columbarium mezann igine
agilmaktadir. Bu bacalarn ézellikle dlileri anma giinlerinde 6liilerin sevdikleri tarafindan Gliilere
sevdikleri saraptan ikram etmek igin kullamldiklan bilinmektedir (Resim 18), (Borbonus, 2014). Bazn
columbarium mezarlarda bu bacalardan iki tane bulundugu (C2 Columbarium) goriilmiistiir.
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Resim 17: Farkh Tiirden Nisler Barindiran Bir Columbarium Mezan (Resim 32)

Caligmaya konu olan 21 adet columbarium mezann detayh dlgiim ve tamlama bilgileri ek 3'de
sunulmaktadir. Ancak ortalamalar gbz Oniine alindifinda Koramaz Wadisi'ndeki columbarium
mezarlarin tarifi oyle yapilabilir: Columbarium mezar odas ortalama zemin dlgiileri “420x347 em™ dir,
Odalarin ortalama yiiksekligi 447 em’dir. Her bir columbarium mezar odasinda ortalama 144 adet
columbarium urne nisi bulunmaktadir. Tim columbarium mezarlarda silo ve libasyon olugu
bulunmaktadir, Zeminde yer alan silolann kapak gaplari ortalama 63,8 cm olup derinlikleri ortalama
150 em’dir. Giris kapilart ortalama “106x 188(viikseklik) em™ élgtisiindedir. Mezar niglerinin ortalama
genigligi 28,60 cm olup yitkseklikleri 29,55 em’dir.
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Resim 19: Urne ve Columbarium Ume Nigi
Giivercinlikler ve Columbarium Mezarlar Arasindaki Farklar

Kayseri’de yiizlerce yildir giivercin yetistiriciligi yapildig bilinmektedir. Giivercin, yiiksek
verimli giibresi ile her zaman giftgiler igin degerli olmustur. Giivercin, Roma’da da Bizans'ta da kutsal
bir hayvan olarak goriilmistir, X. yieyilda Bizans'ta vazlan Geoponica adh yirmi kitaphk
koleksiyonda gitvercin yetistiriciligi diye de bir boliim bulunmaktadir, Bu béliimde; giivercinligin nasil
inga edilmesi gercktigi drnek bir tasanm ile ele alinmakta, 6zellikle yabani hayvanlarin erismesine engel
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olacak bir noktada yapilmasimin gerekli oldugu, kapisinin gok kigik yapilmasimin gerektigi, igerisine
nadiren insamin girmesi gerektigi, igerisine giivercinler igin su igecek kiivetler yapilmasi gerektigi
anlatilmaktadir. Hatta bazi hastaliklarin tedavisinde yavru giivercinlerden istifade edildigi yine bu
kitapta anlanlmaktadir (Owen, 1806).  Biiyiiknuhg g¢alismasinda Gesi bolgesinde yer alan
giivercinliklerin daha once kilise ya da manastir olarak kullamlan yapilarin doniistiviilmesi ile
yapildiklanm  gézlemlemigtic (Biiyiikmiher, 2006). Yine Biiyikmiher ¢ahgmasmda  giivercinlik
kapilarinin bir insanin rahatga girip ¢ikabilmesi i¢in oldukea dar oldugunu bildirmekiedir. Kayseri’nin
onemli bir gihergile iiretim merkezi oldugu bilinmektedir. Giivercin giibresinden elde edilen Githergile
adli kimyasal madde barut yvapimunda kullamilmistir. Guhergile Osmanli igin o kadar énemlidir ki
Giihergile Nazirh@ kurulmustur (Hiilagii, 2001). Kayseri'nin zaten gegmigten gelen bir columbarium
mezar envantering sahip olmast ve bunlann kolayea giivercinlige doniistiiriilebilmeleri hig siiphesiz
Kayseri'nin giihergile tretiminde avantaj elde etmesini saglamastir,
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Resim 20;: Koramaz Vadisi'nde Bulunan Omek Bir Giivercinlik

Yukarida da detaylari ile anlatilan gerekgeler ile columbarium mezarlarin giivercinlikler ile
karistinlmasi oldukga olasidir, Koramaz Vadisi'nde orijinal fonksiyon olarak giivercinlik seklinde insa
edilmis yapilar da bulunmaktadir ki bu yapilar ile columbarium mezarlar kiyaslandifinda bariz
farkhliklar goze carpmaktadir. Giivercinliklerin girig kapilan yabani hayvanlarin girmemesi igin
olduk¢a kigik yapilmaktadir, bununla beraber giivercinliklerin tavan viikseklikleni columbarium
mezarlara kiyasla daha kisadir, ayrica giivercinlik nisleri ok 6zensiz bir iggilikle yapilnuslardir. Oysa
columbarium mezarlann, gosterigh giris kapilan, gorece yiiksek tavanlan ve ince igeilikle oyulmug i¢
mekin ve nigleri bulunmaktadir (Resim 68). Fakat bugiin herhangi bir columbarium mezan
incelendiginde yapr kolayca giivercinlik zannedilebilir zira columbarium mezarlarin hemen hemen
tamami tavanlarinda sonradan agildigi ¢ok agik goriilen, i¢indeki zarif is¢iligi bozarak dzensizee
kirilarak agildig anlagilan ve merkezde olmayan baca delikleri ile giivercinlik olarak kullamlnuglardir.
Columbarium mezarlann kapilar ise oriilerek daraltilmis giivercinlige uygun hale getirilmistir,

Columbarium mezar nisleri giivercinlik niglerine kiyasla oldukga diizgiin bigimde ve dizilimde
kazlmmslardir. Aynica columbarium mezarlarin i¢ mekinlar bariz bir bigimde amitsal mimari anlayis
ile yapilmglardir. Givercinliklerde ise dogal olarak yiiksek maliyetli isgilikten kagimilmug ve zaten
ihtivag da olmadigi iizere dzensiz bir i¢ tasanm ortaya ¢ikmugtir. Bazi columbarium mezarlarn
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tavanlarinda ve duvarlaninda siisleme amach nigler gorilmistir. Bu niglerin duvarlarnn kiselerinden
baglayip tavanin merkezinde birlestikleri ve itina ile yapildiklan goriilmektedir.

Resim 21: Sonradan Giivercinlige Daniigtirilen Omek Bir Columbarium Mezar

Koramaz Vadisi'nde yer alan ve orijinal fonksiyonu giivercinlik oldugu agikea belli olan ti¢ adet
drnek yapr da kiyaslama yapilabilmesi adma bu ¢ahgmada degerlendirilmigtir. Stz konusu iig adet
giivercinlik Vekse ve Kiigik Biriingiiz koyi simirlan igerisinde yer almaktadir. Bu giivercinliklerin
tamanunda benzer bir mimari séz konusudur. Tim giivercinliklerin giris kapisi oldukga dardir ve
ortalama Blgiisii “42,5x72,5 em™ dir, Burada dikkat edilirse columbarium mezar kapilan bir insamn
rahatga girebilecegi olgilerde inga edilmis iken giivercinlik kapisinda ancak siirtinerck igeri
girilebilmektedir, bunun en Snemli nedeni yabani hayvanlarin giivercinlikten uzak tutulmasidir.
Giivercinliklerin ortalama tavan yiiksekliginin 156 cm oldugu dlgilmistir, columbarium mezarlarda
447 em’lik bir tavan yiiksekligi soz konusudur. Guivercinliklerin her birinde ortalama 50 adet tinek yer
almakta iken columbarium mezarlarda bu say1 144 diir. Giivercinliklerin igi 6zensiz ve diigiik maliyetli
bir ig¢ilikle oyulmustur, tiinekler ve i¢ mimari isin tabiati geregi oldukga dzensizdir. Columbarium
mezarlarda giivercinliklerde gérilmeyen zemine gomilii silolar ¢ok sayida bulunmaktadir. Tim bu
hususlar gdz 6niinde bulundurularak ilk fonksiyonu giivercinlik olan bir yapi ile sonradan giivercinlige
doniigttiriilmils columbarium mezar yapisi ayirt edilebilmektedir.
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Sonug

Kayseri'nin Erken Tung Cagi’ndan giiniimiize kadar stirekli iskéin gdrdiigii, bir ddnem de Roma
yonetiminde bulundugu bilinmektedir. Kayseri gehir merkezinin 20 km kuzey dogusunda yer alan
Koramaz Vadisi 12 km uzunlugu ve Roma’ya kadar vzanan gegmisi ile Tirkiye'nin en Gnemli
vadilerinden birisidir. Bu vadi igerisinde ver alan ¢ok sayida Bizans Dénemi'ne tarihlenen kaya kilise
ve Roma Dénemi’ne tarihlenen kaya mezar bélgenin tarihi derinligine ve dnemine isaret etmektedir,
Nitekim vadinin Bizans Donemi'nde 6nemli yollann tizerinde bulundugu da bilinmektedir. Bu
galiymada Koramaz Vadisi'nde yer alan toplam 21 adet columbarium mezarm tespiti ve teknik
incelemesi yapilmistir. Columbarium mezarlarin zamanla gilivercinlige déniistiiriildiikleri bilinmekte ve
siklikla giivercinlikle kargtirilmaktadirlar, bu ¢alismada giivercinlik ile columbarium mezarlar
arasindaki farklar da agik bir bigimde ortaya konulmug ve Koramaz Vadisi columbarium mezarlan
takdim edilmistir.

Bu ¢alismaya konu olan yirmi bir adet columbarium mezar detayh olarak dlgtlmiis ve ek 3'de
detaylariyla takdim edilmistir. Yapilan élgiimlerden elde edilen ortalama veriler 1s13inda Koramaz
Vadisi’ndeki columbarium mezarlan su sekilde tarif etmek miimkiindiir; Columbarium mezar odasi"nin
zemininin ortalama dlgiisii “420x347 em” dir, Mezar odalanmin ortalama yitksekligi 447 em’dir. Her bir
columbarium mezar odasinda ortalama 144 adet columbarium wrne nisi bulunmaktadir. Columbarium
mezarlann tamaminda silo ve libasyon oluklan bulunmaktadir. Zeminde yer alan silolanin kapak ¢aplan
ortalama 63,8 cm olup derinlikleri ortalama 150 em’dir. Girig kapilar ortalama “106x188(vitkseklik)
em” dlgiisiindedir. Urne niglerinin ortalama genigligi 28,60 cm olup yiikseklikleri 29,55 cm’dir.

Caligma kapsaminda incelenen iig adet giivercinligin girig kapilarimin ortalama “42,5x72,5 em™
oldugu tespit edilmigtir. Bu giris kapisi columbarium mezar kapilarina gire oldukga dardir.
Gilivercinliklerin ortalama tavan yiksekligi 156 em'dir, columbarium mezarlar ile kiyaslanacak olursa
bu tavan yiiksekligi oldukga digiik kalmaktadir, Glivercinliklerin her birinde ortalama 50 adet tiinck
bulunmasina ragmen columbarium mezarlarda ortalama 144 adet urne nisi ver almaktadar.

Bélgede yapilacak ileri aragtirmalar, arkeolojik kazilar bu ¢alismada bahsedilen columbarium
mezarlarin gegmigine dair daha net bilgileri sunacaktir. Columbarium mezarlarin igerisinde bulunacak
urne pargalar, kil kalinular gibi arkeolojik malzemeler ile bu ¢alismadaki iddialar teyit edilebilecek ve
tam tarihlendirme yapilmas: da mimkin olacaktir. Yapilacak ileri aragtirmalar ile hem Koramaz
Vadisi'nin farkli kesimlerinde hem de Kayseri'deki farkh vadiler igerisinde columbarium mezarlarin
bulunabilecegi 6n goriilmektedir.
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Ek 1. Fotograflar

Resim 23: Columbarium Mezarlarin Yakininda Bulunan Khamosorion Tipi Kaya Mezarlar
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Resim 24: Roma Danemi'ne Ait Oldugu Distintilen Amit Mezar Girig Kapist
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Resim 25: Roma Dénemi'ne Ait Oldugu Diisiiniilen Amit Mezar Giris Kapisi (Sonrada Kiliseye
Déniigtiiriil miigtiir)
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Ek 2. Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezar Haritalan

AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 2
Adimnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)

o'mag

Resim 28: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlarimin Haritas: (1, 13, 20) (Kayseri Yer Alt Yapilan Envanteri,
Ikinci Ara Rapor (2015))
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AKBIN VADIS| KUZEY DUVARI
Afirnas, Mellkgazi, Kayseri
Gizim: Ekaterina lanovskaia

Dimitry Albov (Kasim 2018)

ECEER

Resim 29: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlarimin Haritas: (2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18) (Kayseri Yer Alt Yamlan
Envanteri, [kinci Ara Rapor (2015))
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ARBR VADESI KUZEYCOOU CUVRE 1
Agumam Lislagar, Faprer:
G Exgl Tok (Hazioan 2515)

a'mag

Resim 30: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlarimn Haritasi (14, 15, 16, 17, 19) (Kayseri Yer Al Yapilan
Envanteri, [kinci Ara Rapor (2015))

Agenas, Melkgan, duyen
Glom: Ezg Tok (Harvsn 2015

— . N
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Resim 31: Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar Haritass (21) (Kayseri Yer Alu Yapilar Envanteri, ikinei
Ara Rapor (2015))
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Ek 3. Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlan

Kodu Cl1

Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Ag¢iklamalar ~ Yapi, vadi yamacinin yumusak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur. Girig
kapisi yol galismalan esnasinda ¢okmils vapimin, meveut giris kapisi ashnda bir i¢ oda
kapisichr, 100 em genigliginde ve 212 em vyitksekligindeki giris kapisimn gevresinde
siislemeler goze garpmaktadir, kapr batiya bakmaktadir. Bu kapmin ardinda dikdortgen
planli, “1030x383 cm™ dlgiilerinde tavani islemeli ve duvarlan az sayida urne nisi
barindiran bir oda bulunmaktadir. Bu oda sonradan ahir olarak kullamlmak maksad ile
yakin zamanda genisletilmistir. Girig kapisindan igeri girdikten sonra hemen sagda girig
kapisi dlgiilerinde, yukarisi yarim daire geklinde olan dikdirtgen ve bir kismu kiriloug bir
kapi bulunmaktadir. Bu kapi zemini “393x571 cm” él¢iilerinde kubbesel mimariye sahip
bir columbarium mezar odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlarinda 200 civarinda urne nigi yer
almaktachr, bu nigler oldukga yipranmis durumdadir, genel olarak tiggen ya da yarim daire
formunda kazilmislardir ve ortalama “20x20 em™ dlgiilerindedirler. Baz niglerin zaman
igerisinde birlestirilerek dikdortgen ya da oval seklinde biyiitildigi goriilmektedir. Bu
alanlanin oliilerden kalan esyalarn, kemiklerin ya da dlilere getirilen hediyelerin
saklandigi alanlar oldugu 6n goriilebilir. Zeminden yukariya dogru daralan bir yapiya
sahip olan bu yapimin tavam kubbe seklindedir. Kubbenin girece daha isgilikli yapilmig
oldugu ve kiyasla piiriizsiiz bir zemine sahip oldugu goriilmektedir. Zeminden tavana
dogru ilerlerken yapryi vatayda ikiye bélen 10 em kalinhginda bir nis goze ¢arpmaktadar.
Tavan }'iik scngi 571 em n]up tavanda merkezde olmayan, kinlma usulii ile agilmis olan
70 em civarmdan bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir. Baca deliginin zeminin yukansinda yer
alan kismi ise sonradan taslarla Oriilerek baca haline getirilmistir. Bu baca deliklerine
bolgedeki tiim columbarium mezar yapilaninda rastlanmaktadir. Bacalanin merkezde
olmamasi, diizensiz bir bigcimde kinlarak acilmus olmasi bu bacalarin  sonradan
agildiklarna isaret etmektedir. Yapimin zemininde yaklagik 60 em kapak afiz genigligine
sahip bir yer alti deposu (silo) bulunmaktadir, buranin yaklasik 120 cm civaninda bir
derinlige sahip oldugu diigiiniilmektedir (su an dibi toprak ile dolu durumdadir). Bu
depolarin yanmamis insan kemiklerinin ve atil hale gelmig kil kaplanmin depolanmas
maksadi ile kullamildig tahmin edilmektedir. Yapr icerisinde irili ufakh cok sayida
seramik pargasi gdriilebilmektedir. Bu yapimin kuzey duvarimin bitisiginde bir dikdrtgen
oda daha bulunmaktadir. Bu odada tiggen seklinde mezar nigleri yer almaktadir. Yapi su
anda hayvan barinagi olarak kullamilmaktadir. Bu yapimin birkag odadan olugan bir
columbarium mezar oldugu agiktr.
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Resim 32: C1 Columbarium Mezan ci

2

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Yapt, vadi yamacinin yumusak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur. Giris
kapisi yol galismalan esnasinda ¢okmiis vapinin, meveut giris kapisi ashnda bir ig oda
kapisidir. 104 cm genigliginde ve 178 cm yiiksekligindeki giris kapisinin gevresinde
siuslemeler ve rastgele oyulmus meear nigleri gize carpmakiadir, kapr  giineye
bakmaktadir. Bu kapinin ardinda dikdortgen planh, yaklasik “*1460x450 cm™ dlgiilerinde
bir oda bulunmaktadir. Giris kapisindan igeri girdikten sonra hemen sagda giris kapisi
dlgiilerinde, yukans: vanm daire geklinde olan dikddrtgen bir k:lpl bulunmaktadir. Bu kap
zemini *305x290 cm” dlgilerinde kubbesel mimariye sahip bir columbarium mezar
odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlarinda 70 civarinda urne nisi yer almaktadir, bu nigler genel
olarak diizgiin tiggen formunda kazilmiglardir ve ortalama *“28x24 cm™ dlgilerindedirler,
Odanin iki duvarimin yaklagik 1 metre derinliginde yarim daire seklinde genigletildigi
goriilmektedir, bu girinti igerisinde yine ok sayida urne nisi yer almaktadir, ayrica nigler
igerisinde bir tane de “120x120 ecm™ dlgilerinde genis bir nis yer almaktadir. Zeminden
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yukariya dogru daralan bir yapiya sahip olan bu yapiin tavam kubbe scklindedir.
Kubbenin gérece daha igilikli yapilnus oldugu, simetrik toplam dért adet “40x60 cm™
dlgilerinde nis barindirdi@ ve kiyasla piiriizsiiz bir zemine sahip oldugu gériilmektedir.
Zeminden tavana dogru ilerlerken yapiyi yatayda ikiye bolen, zeminden 287 ¢m yukanda
ver alan ve 10 em kalinhiginda bir nig gze garpmaktadir. Tavan yiksekligi 497 cm olup
tavanda merkezde olmayan, kirtlma usulii ile agilmig olan 70 em ¢apinda bir baca deligi
bulunmaktadir. Yapi igerisinde bir zemin deposu bulunamamigtir, zemin yikilmig kaya
pargalan dile doludur. Yapi igerisinde irili ufakl gok sayida seramik pargasi
goriilebilmektedir. Yapinmn tavan béliminde 10 em ve 20 em ¢apinda iki adet disa
baglant saglayan libasyon olugu bulunmaktadir. Bu bacalarin columbarium mezar odasi
igerisine sarap akitmak igin kullamldi@ tahmin edilmektedir.

Resim 33: C2 Columbarium Mezan Giris Kapist
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i -

Resim 34: C2 Columbarium Mezan Ici

c3

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii Giineyi

Yapi, vadi yamacimn yumusak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmugtur.
Yapin giris kapisi toprak altndadir, tavana yakin bir bilgesi ¢okmiistiir ve buradan
yapiya girilmektedir. Yapimin kamsi kuzeye bakmakta olup, toprak altindan giriindiigi
kadari ile gevresi iglemeli bir kapadir. Yapt “895x361 ecm™ dlgilerinde dikddrtgen planh
bir oda seklinde kazilmustir. Yapimn giiney duvarn bélgesinde dikddrtgen bir girinti yer
almaktadir. Girintinin tabam sonradan havuz seklinde oyulmustur. Yapi incelendiginde
bu havuzun bir kanalla daha kiigiik bir havuza dar bir kanal ile baglandifi goriilmektedir.
Basta columbarium mezar olarak kullanilan yapimin sonradan gira haneye donistiirildiga
sonradan yapilan havuzlardan anlagilmaktadir. Duvarlarinda 75 civarinda urne nisi yer
almaktadir, bu nigler olduk¢a yiprannms durumdacdir, genel olarak yipranmus kare ve yanm
daire formunda kazilmiglardir ve ortalama “30x25 em” olgilerindedirler. Yap igerisinde
yerden 350 em yikseklikte duvarda “180x30 em™ genigliginde biiyiik bir nis daha
goriilmektedir. Yapida 100 em gapinda bir baca king bulunmaktadir. Yap igerisinde bir
zemin deposu bulunamamistir, zemin yikilimig kaya pargalan dile doludur. Yapi igerisinde
irili ufakh ¢ok sayida seramik parcasi goriilebilmektedir. Yapimin tavan yiiksekligi 310
cm’dir.
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ALTINCI ARA RAPOR

Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar 705
Kodu c4
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii Giineyi

Agiklama

Yapi, vadi yamacinin yumugak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur. Girig
kapisimin biiyiik kisnu toprak altindadir. Giris kapisina yaklasik ikiser metre mesafede
dggen formunda ve ii¢ metre uzunlugunda azalan yikseklikli iki duvar ile olusturulmus
bir agik hava giris holii bulunmaktadir. Bu girig biliimii, kutsal bir mekina giris yapildig
hissini uyandirmaktadir. Sadece birkag columbarium mezan Grneginde ayakta kalms bu
giris kismu holiiniin aslinda tiim columbarium mezarlarda var oldugunu diisiinebiliriz.
Bugiin yikilmg giris kapilarimn gevresinde bu duvarlarin izlerine rastlamak miimkiindiir,
Toprak altindaki kismi da dahil olmak tzere yaklasik 105 em genisliginde ve 160 em
yiiksekligindeki Gst kismi yarim daire seklindeki giris kapisinin gevresinde siislemeler
goze carpmaktadir, kapi kuzeye bakmaktadir. Bu kapinin ardinda dikdértgen planli,
yaklasik “600x400 cm™ Slgtilerinde tavanm islemeli ve duvarlan az sayida umne nisi
barindiran bir oda bulunmaktadir. Duvarlarda hayvan beslemek igin uzun ve genis
kanallar oyuldugu goriilmektedir. Giris kapisindan igeri girdikten sonra hemen sagda girig
kapisi dlgiilerine benzer Glgiilerde yukansi yanm daire seklinde olan dikdbrigen ve bir
fasm kirilmug bir kapr daha bulunmaktadir. Bu kapr zemini “370x370 cm™ dlgiilerinde
kubbesel mimariye sahip bir columbarium mezar odasina agilmaktadir. Duvarlarinda 175
civarinda umne nigi yer almaktadir, bu nigler olduk¢a yipranmis durumdadir, genel olarak
yanm daire formunda kazilmiglardir ve ortalama “26x23 em” dlgiilerindedirler. Mezar
nigleri ortasinda “250x100 cm™ 6lgiilerinde dikddrtgen bir nis dikkati gekmektedir.
Bununla birlikte bir tane de 50 cm taban 50 em yiikseklik dlgiisiine sahip bir yanim daire
scklinde nig de yer almaktadir. Buralann déliilerden kalan esyalarin, kemiklerin, belki de
mumyalannms bedenlerin ya da 8liilere getirilen hediyelerin saklandigi alanlar oldugu 6n
gorilebilir, Zeminden yukanya dogru daralan bir yapiya sahip olan bu yapimn tavam
kubbe seklindedir. Zeminden tavana dogru ilerlerken yapiyi yatayda ikiye bélen 10 cm
kalinh@mda bir nis gbze garpmaktacir. Tavan yiiksekligi 480 em olup tavanda merkezde
olmayan, kinlma usulii ile agilmis olan 70 cm ¢apinda bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir. Yine
tavan bolgesinde yaklagik 10 em gapinda dar bir tiinel bulunmaktadir, bu tiinel disariya
baglanmaktadir, Kubbe geklindeki bu columbarium mezar odasimin dogusunda tavam
basik bir oda daha bulunmaktadir, bu odamin da duvarlan tamamen mezar nisleri ile
doludur. Bu iki yapi birbirleri ile duvar geniglifindeki agiklik ile bagh durumdadirlar.
Tavam basik odadan dar bir kapi ile girigteki genis odaya baglanti vardir, Yap igerisinde
i¢i molozla dolu durumda olan bir de yver alu deposu bulunmaktadir.

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 [ssue 3, 2019



706 Bilgin YAZLIK

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

Resim 37: C4 Columbarium Mezan Igi

Resim 38: C4 Columbarium Mezan Tavam
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Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar 707
Kodu cs
Konumu Yusuf Tepesi Yamaci, Turan

Agiklama

Yap, vadi yamaciun yumusak tif kayalan igerisine girilecek sekilde oyulmustur, Giris
kapisimin biiyitk kisnu toprak altndadir. Girig kapisina yaklasik ikiser metre mesafede
iiggen formunda ve iig metre vzunlugunda azalan yiikseklikli iki duvar ile olusturulmus
bir agik hava girig holi bulunmaktadir. Bu girig blimii, kutsal bir mekina giris yapildign
hissini uyandirmaktadir. Toprak altindaki kismu da dahil olmak tizere yaklagik 106 cm
genisliginde ve 160 cm yiiksekligindeki iist kisrm yanm daire scklindeki giris kapisinin
cevresinde stslemeler gize carpmaktadir, kapi batiya bakmaktadir. Bu kapinin ardinda
dikdortgen planh, yaklagik “678x267 cm™ olgilerinde tavam iglemeli ve duvarlarn gok
sayida urne nigi barindiran bir oda bulunmaktadir, Odanin tavant yarim daire geklinde ince
isgilikle oyulmustur. Bu odanin duvarlarinda 120 civarinda urne nisi yer almaktadir, bu
nigler oldukga yipranmig durumdadar, gencl olarak yarim daire formunda kazilmiglardir
ve ortalama “35x30 cm” olgiilerindedirler. Odanin giiney kismunda dofu ve bau
yonlerinde karsilikh iki adet yanim daire seklinde girinti vardir. Bu girintilerin igerisi de
yine mezar nigleri banindirmaktadir, Tavan yiiksekligi 312 cm olup tavanda merkezde
olmayan, kirilma usulii ile agilms olan 100 em ¢apinda bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir. Bu
deligin yiizeydeki kismina yigma tag ile baca oriiliidiir. Yine tavan bilgesinde yaklagik 10
em gapinda dar bir tinel bulunmaktadir, bu tinel disanva baglanmaktadar.

Resim 39: C5 Columbarium Mezar Igi
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708 Bilgin YAZLIK
Resim 40: C5 Columbarium Mezar Girig Kapisi ve Ustiine Eklenen Baca

Kodu (&3]

Konumu Vekse’den Vadiye inis Yolu Bansi

Agiklama Vadinin egimli yamacinin kuzeye bakan kismina kazilmug olan bu yapinin, sonradan

kirilarak agildigi anlagilan bozuk formlu bir kapisi ve penceresi bulunmaktadir. Yapi
igerisine girildikten sonra “500x311 em™ &lgilerinde giderek yiikselen zemine sahip bir
oda karsilamaktadir. Bu odanin zemini vaklasik birer metre arahikla elliser santimlik iki
basamak barindirmaktadir. Tavan yapimn sonuna dogru iyice basiklasmaktadir. Bu
yapida digerlerinden farkh olarak bir kolon bulunmaktadir. Kolonun yiizeyleri de dahil
olmak iizere yapin tamam diizgiin iggen formlu mezar nigleri ile kaphdir. Mezar
niglerinin “28x26 em™ oldugu gorilmektedir. Tavanin en yiiksek oldugu noktada 320 em
oldugu dlgilmiistiir. Yaklagik 200 adet urne nigi bu yapinin igerisinde yer almaktadur,
Yapi icerisindeki kolonun bir yiiziinde kokboyast kalintilan géze carpmaktadir. Yapinin
zemininde 47 em gapinda kapak genisligi ve 120 em derinligi olan bir ver alti deposu
bulunmaktadir. Yapinin giiney bat kosesinde 86 cm capinda bir baca king yer
almaktadir. Yapi igerisinde bir tane de disanyla baglantii 10 cm’lik dar tiinel
bulunmaktadir. Bu yapimin igerisindeki mezar nigleri benzerlerine kiyasla oldukga iyi
durumdadar.
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Libasyon'Olugu

Resim 42: C6 Columbarium Mezan gi (Silo Zeminde)

* Fotograf: Reiner Straub

Turkish Studies - Historical Analysis
Volume 14 [ssue 3, 2019



Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

710 Bilgin YAZLIK
Kodu 7

Konumu Ishidin Kéyii Dogu Cift Apsish Kilise Bitigigi

Agiklama Vadinin egimli yamacimin giineye bakan yamacina kazilomg olan bu yapiya digaridan

bakinca iki kapi goriilmektedir. Bu kapilann ikisi de dikdortgen kesimli ve yukarndan
yarim daire nigli kapilardir. Kapilardan dogudaki ¢ift apsisli bir kiliseye agilirken batidaki
columbarium mezara agilmaktadir. Kapr “127x 180 em™ dlgilerinde olup tavam yarim
daire seklinde dikdortgen planh “1030x405" cm  Glgilerinde  biiyiik bir odaya
agilmaktadir. Giris kapisinin agildig:i odanin sonunda yer alan “125x180 cm” ebath
diizgiin kapt géze carpmaktadir. Bu oda igerisine girildiginde kubbesel mimariye sahip
bir columbarium mezar bulunmaktadir. *433x459 em™ taban élgiisiine sahip bu yapinin,
yiiksekligi 652 em’dir, oldukga yiiksek olan bu yapi ihtigamh durmaktadir. Kubbenin
merkezinin yaklasik 236 cm altindan yatay bir nis kubbe boyunca gegmektedir. Yapi
igerisinde biyiik gogunlugu su etkisiyle erimis halde yarim daire formlu *29x28 em”
boyutlarmda mezar nisleri yer almaktadir. Bu yapida tavana yakin noktada bir de kiigiik
bir oyma oda bulunmaktadir. Yaklasik 250 adet urne nigi banindiran bu yapinin zemininde
85 cm agiz api olan bir yer alti deposu da bul ktadir, bu dep agagida bir baska
odaya agildigi ama girigin ¢ok dar oldugu goriismistir. Yapin tavaninda merkezde
olmayan, kirildigi ¢ok belli olan 100 em ¢apinda bir baca deligi bulunmaktadir. Bu delik
disandan baca olarak 6riillmiigtiir. Yapimn tavan kisminda yaklagik 10 em gapinda disariya
baglanan dar bir timel bulunmaktadir.

Resim 43: C7 Columbarium Mezari Tavam
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Resim 44: C7 Columbarium Mezan Girisi

(&)

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii

Tavam yarim daire seklinde oyulmus bir oda seklinde tasarlanmug bu yapimn giris
kapis1 yikilmugtie. Yapr vadi yamacma oyulmustur ve giris kapist giineye
bakmaktadir. Ana giris kapis1 “305x208" cm dlgiilerinde bir odaya agilmakta ve
girisin batisinda yer alan bugiin yikilmis olan ikinci kapi ile columbarium mezar
odasmna varilmaktadir. Oda igerisinde bulunan nigler gencllikle liggen formda
oyulmustur ve “33x32 cm” dlgiilerindedir. Oda “787x255 c¢cm™ élgiilerinde olup
tavan yiiksekligi 276 em’dir. Yapimn yaklagik 50 adet urne nisi barindirdig
eoriilmiistiir, Yapinin kuzey tarafinda dairesel kiigiik bir oda daha bulunmaktadr,
Bu columbarium mezarda farkh olarak bir sira nigin daha biiyiik ve belli bir gizgisel
nig ile aynlarak yapldigr goriilmektedir. Bu yapimin igerisinde kapak ¢aplan
vaklasik 75 cm olan 6 adet ver alti deposu bulunmalktadir.
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Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar 713
Kodu 9
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii

Agiklama

Vadi yamacina oyulmus bu yaprya yol ¢alismast sirasinda yikilnug bir girisin ardindan
vanlan “580x331 om” dlgilerindeki  dikdortgen planh bir odamin  igerisinden
varlmaktadir. *310x312 em” taban genisligine sahip kubbesel yaprdaki bu columbarium
mezarin tavan yiiksekligi 590 em’dir. Tavan 330 cm yikseklikte iken bir bogum
barindirmaktadir, bu bogumdan sonra yapn tekrar genisten dara dogru kubbeye
dontismektedir. Bu bogumun alti da iistii de mezar nisleri ile bezelidir. Sayilar 100 kadar
olan bu mezar niglerinin “28x32 em” oldugu dlgiilmistir. Yapimin tavaminda merkezde
olmayan kink scklinde 100 ¢m gapinda bir baca yer almaktadir. Bacanmin yukandaki
kisminda herhangi drme bir baca goriilmemistir. Bu yapinin 6niinde ve yukarisinda kaya
oyma mezarlar bulunmaktadir.

A
Resim 47: C9 Columbarium Mezan Igi
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Resim 48: C9 Columbarium Mezan Giris Odasi
Kodu cio
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Vadi yamacina oyulmus yapimin giris kapisi vikilmstir, i¢ oda kapisi oldugu anlasilan

ikinei bir kap ile girilen olduk¢a hasar gdrmils “545x656 em™ leiilerindeki dikdortgen
planli bir odamin iginde ise iki kapr bulunmaktadir. Kuzeydeki kapi bir baska odaya
acthirken  kuzey dogudaki kapr columbarium mezara ulasmaktadir. Bu  yapida
digerlerinden farkh olarak iki kath bir vapr goriilmekiedir. Genel anlamda kubbesel
formda olan yapin igerisinde Gstiine gikilabilen ve yerden yaklagik 250 em yukarnda
bulunan balkon benzeri bir alan bulunmaktadir. Burada 52 cm kapak agiz genigligi olan
bir yer alti deposu ve genisge bir urne nigi bulunmaktadir. Yapimn taban genisligi
“235x334 cm” olup tavan yiiksckligi 539 cmdir, Mezar nisleri oldukga bozulmus ve
yarnim daire formunda olup “24x31 cm™ dlgiilerine sahiptir. Yaklasik 50 adet urne nisi
bulunmaktadir. Kirik seklinde agilmis olan bacanin ise gapr yaklagik 100 cm’dir. Bu yap1
oldukga yipranmis durumdadar.
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Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar 715

Resim 50: C10 Columbarium Mezan lgi
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Kodu Cl1

Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Aciklama Vadinin giineye bakan vamacina oyulmug bu yapin giris kapist vikilmus durumdadar,

meveut giris kapisi bir i¢ oda kapisi olmahdir. Bu kapidan girince benzerlerinde oldugu
gibi “973x468 em” dlgiilerinde dikdortgen planhi genisge bir oda ile kargilagiimaktadir,
Odanin batt duvannda ver alan ikinci ve gevresi niglerle siislii bir kapimin ardindan
columbarium mezara ulagilmaktadir. Bu kapi “82x191 em™ élgiilerine sahiptir. Kubbesel
tasanma sahip yapimn taban élgiileri “373x363 em™ olup tavan yiiksekligi 558 cm’dir. Bu
columbarium mezarda farkli olarak kiigitk mezar nigleri bulunmamaktadir. Bunun yerine
yanim daire gekilli 60 cm ¢aph kiigiik odaciklar bulunmaktadir. Bu odaciklanin bir kism
yerden 302 em yukarida bulunan yatay nigin tizerinde ver almaktadir. Yaklagik 10 kadar
bu bigimde urne nigi bulunmaktadir. Kirllma yolu ile agilan bacasimin gapi ise yaklasik 50
em’dir.

T s i | SR
Resim 51: C11 Columbarium Mezan Giris Odasina Agilan I Kapt
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ALTINCI ARA RAPOR

Koramaz Vadisi Columbarium Mezarlar 717
Kaodu C12
Konumu Akhbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii

Agiklama

Girig kism yol galismalan esnasinda yikilnms olan bu yapimin giriginin ashinda
oldukga heybetli oldugu kalintilardan anlasilmaktadir. Yoldan Gic metre yiiksekte
bulunan “95x43 cm™ olgilerindeki yikik giris kapisinin ardinda “623x376 em”
dlgiilerinde  bir oda bulunmaktadir. Bu odamn igerisinde toplam ¢ kap
bulunmaktadir. Kapilardan ikisi kiiciik odalara agilirken doguda olan kapt kubbeli bir
odaya agilmaktadir. Bu kubbeli odada “123x223 em” genisliginde bir i kapt ver
almaktadir. Bu kapidan girilerck columbarium mezar odasina vanimaktadir. Bu
odanin taban élgileri “312x418 em” olup tavan yitksckligi 455 em’dir. Kubbesel
yapidaki bu columbarium mezar olduk¢a estetik bir formdadir ve oldukga iyi
korunmustur. Tavanin merkezinden zemine dogru inerken yatayda 10 em genigliginde
bir ayrim nisi bulunmaktadir, bu nig zeminden 383 em yukandadir. Bu nis ile tavanin
merkezi arasinda birbirlerine esit mesafeli }'iik]zmk 10 cm 11i;;liginr.|c R adet dikn:}-‘
nig bulunmaktadir. Bu niglerin iki adedinin yatay nis ile kesisme noktasinda ters “U”
seklinde oyma siisleme bulunmaktadir. Yapimn igerisinde yvaklagik 150 adet urne nisi
yer almaktadir, bu nigler ortalama *32x35 cm” élgiilerine sahiptir. Yapinn igerisinde
agiz ¢apr 60 cm olan bir adet yer aln deposu bulunmaktadir. Sonradan kinldig
anlagilan 50 em gapinda bir adet baca deligi tavanda yer almaktadir. Mezar nisleri
arasinda bir adet de 90 cm ¢apinda bityiik bir nis yver almaktadir. Bu columbarium
mezar benzerleri igerisinde estetik ve korunmusluk agisinda en degerli olamdir.
Columbarium mezann :inguﬁundal bir k.'ipl ile hngl[ igerisinde yer alt ;Ic‘pnlzm bulunan
bir oda daha vardir.

Resim 52: C12 Columbarium Mezan i

* Fotograf: Reiner Straub
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Resim 53: C12 Columbarium Mezar iqi

Kodu C13
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Girisi toprak altinda kalan ve kismen korunmus olan bu yapinin, girisinde algalan Gggen

duvarlarla gevrili bir hol bulunmaktadir, bu hol vadideki farkl columbarium mezarlarda
da bulunmaktadir, girisi yikilmig vapilarin da buna benzer bir girise sahip olduklan
ditgliniilmektedir, Toprak altindaki giris kapisimin tistiindeki dar alandan “672x398 em™
dlgiilerinde bir odaya ulagilmaktadir, odanin tavanlan ustahkla islidir. Bu odanin
igerisinde “116x214 cm” &lgilerinde bir i¢ kapr yer almaktadir. Bu ig kapidan
columbarium mezar odasina varilmaktadir. Kubbesel forma sahip olan bu yapinin kubbe
formu benzerlerinden farklidir ve kubbenin dist kismm {iggen prizma formundan dairesel
forma déntismektedir, Kubbesel yapinin zemin alam *333x303 em” olgiilerine sahip olup
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tavan yiiksekligi 614 em’dir. Zeminden 263 em yukarida bir nig yer almaktadir ve bu nig
yatayda yapiyi ikiyve bélmektedir. Igerisinde 300 civarinda urne nisi barindiran vapidaki
mezar nigleri ortalama “23x25 cm™ lgiisiine sahiptir, Yapinin igerisinde karsihikli iki adet
yarim daire seklinde girinti vardir. Yapinin tavaninda sonradan kinlarak agilan 60 em
gapinda bir baca deligi vardir. Bu yap: kubbe yapisi ile diger vapilardan ayrilmaktadr.

Resim 54: C13 Columbarium Mezan Tavani
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Resim 55: C13 Columbarium Mezan Giris Odasi Tavam

Kodu Cl4
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Ana giris kapisimin ardindan tavam yanm daire sekilli “737x294 em” &lgiilerinde

dikdortgen planh bir odaya varilmaktadir. Bu odamn igerisinde kirilmis vaziyvette bir i¢
kapt yer almaktadir. Bu kapidan gegilerck gorece kiigiik bir columbarium mezar odasina
vanlmaktadir. Bu yapimun zemin dlgiileri “227x201 ¢m” dir. Kubbesel formdaki yap
oldukga hasar gormistiir. Yapinin tavan yiiksekligi 360 em’dir, yerden 257 em yukanida
yere paralel 10 em kalinhiginda bir nis yer almaktadir. Yapinin duvarlarinda vaklasik 100
adet ortalama “28x35 em” dlgiilerinde urne nisi bulunmaktadir. Yapimn tavaminda
merkezde olmayan 50 em capinda kirik seklinde baca bulunmaktadir. Bu columbarium
mezar diger dreklere kiyasla kiigiik ve oldukga yiprannugtir,
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Resim 56: C14 Columbarium Mezan lgi

Resim 57: C14 Columbarium Mezan i¢i
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Kodu C15
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii
Agiklama Girig kapisi toprak altinda kalmustir. Ana girig kapisinin ardindan tavani yarim daire sekilli

“T18x300 em” dlgiilerinde dikdortgen planh bir odaya varilmaktadir. Odanin icerisinde
az sayida urne nigi yer almaktadir. Bu odamin igerisinde kinlmus vaziyette bir i kapt yer
almaktadir. Bu kapidan gegilerek girece kiigiik bir columbarium mezar odasina
vanlmaktadir, Bu yapimin zemin dlgiileri #225x198 em” dir. Kubbesel formdaki yam
oldukga hasar gormiistiir. Yapinmin tavan yiiksekligi 365 em’dir, yerden 250 ¢cm yukarida
yere paralel 10 em kalinh@inda bir nis yer almaktadir. Yapmin duvarlannda yaklasik 100
adet ortalama “29x%34 em™ dl¢tilerinde wrne nigi bulunmaktadir. Yapinin tavaninda
merkezde olmayan 50 ¢cm gapinda kirik seklinde baca bulunmaktadir, Bu columbarium
mezar diger dmeklere kivasla kiigik ve oldukga viprannmustir,

Resim 58: C15 Columbarium Mezan l¢i
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Kodu
Konumu
Agiklama

Resim 59: C15 Columbarium Mezari I¢i

Clb

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii

Girigi oldukga hasar gormiistiir ve toprak ahlr}dndlr. Yapr “570%390 cm™ dlgiilerinde oda
seklindedir, tavan yiiksekligi ise 255 em’dir. Igerisinde “32x35 cm” dlgiilerinde yaklagik
250 adet urne nigi bulunmaktadir. Girigi kapisindan sonra dogrudan columbarium mezar
odasma varilmaktadir. Tavanda nislerle siisleme bulunmaktadir. Mezar nisleri genelde
tiggen formunda olup birkag nisin birlegimi olugturulmus yanm daire seklinde biiyiikge
nigler de yer almaktachr,

Resim 60: C16 Columbarium Mezan igi
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Kodu
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17

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii

Girigi oldukga hasar gdrmiitiir ve toprak altndadir. Yap *“484x324 cm” élgiilerinde oda
scklindedir, tavan vilksekligi ise 250 em’dir. Igerisinde “33x34 cm” dlgiilerinde yaklagik
250 adet urne nigi bulunmaktadir. Girigi kapisindan sonra dogrudan columbarium mezar
odasma vanimaktadir. Tavanda nislerle siisleme bulunmaktadir. Mezar nisleri genelde
iiggen formunda olup birkag nigin birlesimi olugturulmug yarim daire seklinde bityiikge
nigler de yer almaktadir. Bu biiyiik niglerin igerisine ise daha kiiglik boyutlu nislerin
kazldig da gorillmektedir.

Resim 61: C17 Columbarium Mezari [¢i (Nis Iginde Nig)

Ci8

Akbin Deresi, Okiiz fni Mevkii

Tamamen ¢dkmiis ve kayalar ile kapanmus bir girigin arkasinda yer alan bu columbarium
mezar, emsallerine kiyasla giris odasindaki mezar nislerinin  gesitliligi  ile
farklilagmaktadir. Girigte yer alan “362x793 em™ élgiisiindeki dikdérigen planh odanm
duvarlarinda yaklagik 100 kadar “30x37 cm” dlgiilerinde urne nisi yer almaktadir. Odanin
batt duvarinda ver alan columbarium mezar giris kapisimn “95x172 em” oldugu
goriilmektedir. Kapimn st kisnu yarnim daire seklinde vuvarlanmagtir ve oldukga ince
isgiliklidir. Columbarium mezarin igerisinde kuzey duvarinin yukan kismunda “90x50
em” dleiisiinde ilave bir mezar odas: ver almaktadir. Bu columbarium mezarda yatay nis
tistiinde yani kubbeye yakin alanda wrne nisi bulunmamaktadir. Columbarium mezarm
tavan yiiksekligi 440 em’dir ve tavaminda bacasi bulunmayan 60 em gapmnda bir baca
ki@ vardir. Columbarium mezardaki mezar nigleri ise “30x32 em” boyutlarindachr.
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Resim 62: C18 Columbarium Mezari Igi

Resim 63: C18 Columbarium Mezan I Kapisi

Kodu C1y
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Yikalmus bir kapinin ardindan dogrudan ulasilan bu columbarium mezarm 6n odasinm

zaman igerisinde yok oldugu tahmin edilebilir. “450x365 cm™ taban olgiilerine sahip olan
bu columbarium mezarin tavan yiiksekligi 566 cm’dir. Yerden tavana dogru ilerlerken
“244x492 ¢m™ de birer tane 10 cm genislikli yatay dogru geklinde nig bulunmaktadir,
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Columbarium mezarin tavamnda 50 em genisliginde kirk bir baca ¢ikist vardir. Yapida
150 civannda urne nigi bulunmakta olup bunlarn “25x27 cm”™ dlgiisiinde oldugu
goriilmektedir. Yapimun dogusunda iki tane i¢ mezar odasi yer almaktadir, yine yapmnin
giineyinde tavam ince isg¢ilikli nislerle bezeli bir oda daha bulunmaktadir. Bu
columbarium mezarmn tavaninda emsallerinden farkli olarak karsilikhi 4 adet “60x80 em™
Slgilerinde yarim daire seklinde siisleme amagh vapilns ince isgilikli derin olmayan nig
yer almaktadir. Columbarium mezara giineyden girilen kapt son derece ince iggilikli ve
estetik agidan degerlidir,

Resim 64: C19 Columbarium Mezan igi

Kodu C20
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz ini Mevkii
Agiklama Tamamen yok olmusg bir girigsin kuzeyinde yer alan bu kubbe tipli columbarium mezar

oldukga yiprannugtir, Columbarium mezann zemin dlgileri “291x266 cm™ olup ashinda
oldukga kiigiik bir columbarium mezardir. igerisinde *30x32 cm” élgiilerinde yaklasik
150 adet urne nisi yer almaktadir. Yapimin tavan yitksekligi 542 em olup girisinin bir kism
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tamamen yikilmigtir. Bu columbarium mezann dogu tarafinda oval bir girig ile ulagilan
ikinci bir oda daha bulunmaktadir. Bu odamin tavanlan ince igcilikli niglere sahiptir ve
duvarlarinda mezar nisleri yer almaktadir.

Resim 65: C20 Columbarium Mezan Igi

Kodu c21
Konumu Akbin Deresi, Okiiz Ini Mevkii
Agiklama Oda tipli ve iki kath bu yapinn igerisinde 200 civarinda urne nisi yer almaktadir. Ayrica

bu yapimin ana odasimin ve yan odalarinin igerisinde toplamda 11 adet yer alti depo
bulunmaktadir. 30 em gapinda bir baca kingr 445 em yiikseligindeki tavaninda yer
almaktadir. Yapinmn igerisinde ikinci kat olarak adlandinlan alan ashnda asma bir kattir
ve buramin batisinda bir oda daha bulunmaktadir. “85x207 em™ élgiisiinde bir ana giris
kapist bulunan bu yapinin ana giris odas1 *342x3560 cm™ dlgiilerindedir.
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Resim 66: C21 Columbarium Mezari I¢i
Ek 4. Koramaz Vadisi Giivercinlikleri

Kodu D1
Konumu Vekse, Giivercinlik Havzas:
Agiklama Bu havzada 15 civarinda giivercinlik yer almaktadir. Tamaminin ortak dzelligi genel

anlamda *40x70 cm” dlgiisiinde dar bir zemin kapisina sahip olmalan, igerisindeki kaya
oyma isgiliginin Gzensiz olmasidr,

Bu yapiya “40x75 cm” dlgiisiine sahip dar bir kapidan siiriinerek girilmektedir. Yap elips
formunda Szensiz bir iscilikle oyulmustur, “673x459 em™ élgiilerine sahiptir. Yapmmn
baca giris ¢apr yaklagik 83 cm’dir. Baca deliginin yizey noktasinda tasla 6rme bir baca
bulunmaktadir. icerisinde 50 kadar tiinek bulunmakiadir ve tinekler “43x40 cm”
olgtisiindedir. Tavan yiiksekligi ise 227 em’dir. Yap i¢erisinde siisleme amaglh nis gibi
ince iggilik bulunmamaktadir.
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Resim 67: D1 Giivercinlik fci

Kodu D2
Konumu Vekse, Guvercinlik Havzas:
Agiklama Bu yapiya “45x70 cm™ él¢iisiine sahip dar bir kapidan siirtinerek girilmektedir. Yapi elips

formunda Gzensiz bir iggilikle oyulmugtur, “392x544 cm™ dlgiilerine sahiptir. Yapinm
baca giris cap1 yaklasik 80 cm’dir. Baca deliginin yiizey noktasinda tagla rme bir baca
bulunmaktadir. Igerisinde 50 kadar tinek bulunmaktadir ve tinekler “41x33 em”
dlgisiindedir. Tavan yﬁksckligi ise 227 cm’dir. Yapl igerisinde siisleme amagh nis gibi
ince iscilik bulunmamaktadir.
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Resim 68: D2 Giivercinlik Igi

Kodu D3
Konumu Kiigiik Biiriingiiz, Tiimiiliis Altt
Agiklama Bu yapinin kapisi tamamen ¢okmiis durumdadir, ancak komsu yapilara bakilinca dar ve

zeminden bir kapidan girildigi anlagilmaktadir. Yap elips formunda Gzensiz bir iggilikle
oyulmustur. *529x486 cm” élgiilerine sahiptir. Yapimn baca giris ¢ap1 yaklasik 83 em’dir.
Baca deligzinin viizey noktasinda tagla Grme bir baca bulunmaktadir, Igerisinde 50 kadar
timek bulunmaktadir ve tiinekler “28x21 em” dlgiistindedir, Tavan yiksekligi ise 205
em’dir. Yapi igerisinde estetik amagh ince iggilikli nigler bulunmamaktadir.
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Resim T0: D3 Givercinlik Bacas
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YIK 904:726.[821+4832](560.432) | Hayunan cratpa
KONYMBAPHbIE TPOBHMLIbI KOPAMA3CKOM JONMHbI

B. Aznuk
Vuusepcwrer Xapwn Bexrawa Benw, Kannapowus, Hesutexup, Typums, bilginyazlik@nevsehir.edu.tr

fapod Kaiicepu, pac {HEBIT B NPEGZOPLAX 8y veckoll 2pynnst 3pd. — odun Uz saxHed 2o0po-
dos yermpansHodi yacmu Aamonuu. Co BpeMer xemmexo2o nocenewus Kanew v do nawux dweli 8 Katicepu nepece-
KQKIMCA BAKHBIE MOP2OBSIE Nymu, Takum oBpasom, ywe 8 nepuod pumckozo snadsivecmsa Hadicepu cman odnum U3
2N08HBIX UEHMPOR pe2uoHn. Mowy ONbHbIE NO2PEBANBHEIE HOMAEKEL), PYUHEI CMEH U XPAMOS, COXPAHUBILIUECA
Bo Haux Oned, daom HaM BOIMOKHOCMb OUEHUMb PAIMAX U MACLIMABH PeRoHCMpyKYuY 20poda, npasodumoli npu
pumaanax. Kpemayua — eaxnedwan mpaduyus nozpebenun, npusHecenHan ui Puma, B meveHue Hexomopoezo epe-
MeHU oHA G600 WUPOKD PACNPOCTMPAKEHT U NPUBEAD K COOPYHERLID KPYNHLIX NO2PEBONLHEIX KOMNIEKCOS, UIBECT-
Habx koK konymBapuy. KoaymBapuu Senfiomes MECTOMU MACCOBO20 30X0POHERUSA onpedenénnoze kagcca moded.

Hopamazckos deauna (mawxe u3secmuan ned MecmusiM HoZ8aHWeM Axlun) umeem dauny oxono 12 kM u 3070+
MeHa no paznomy, 06PAI0BasIIEMYCA 8 pesysmame Jemaempacenus. OHa pacnonosmexa npuGausumensHo & 20 ku
¥ ceaepo-socmoxy om yewmpa Kalcepu. B Kopamascwold donune naxoGumcn MHOKECMB0 CHAMBHBIX COOPYMENUT:
30X0poHeHul, XpucmuaKeKux yepksel, u Bame do cux nop dedemsyoyux newyeprsix nocenenud. B pamuax darwo-
20 uccredosanus agmopel ocMompeny 21 komymGapud u mpu 2oayGAmMHY, pocnonomennsie 8 Kopomasckod donu-
He, B nepsoll yacmu crnamsu npugodumcs ucmopua 2opoda Hadicepu emecme ¢ onucanuem Kopamaickod donuns,
MHanee onucwisaomcn ﬂpesuepuncxue memadsl nozp 15, ocoboe Yo A NPAKMUKE KPEMayuy u
COOPYMEHLIO KONy p6i OMOEABHO YHAILEAOM HA MO, Y0 KOAYMEAPLU MOXHE NE2KO CRYMAmS ¢ 201y-
Gamuamu. Imo ycyayﬁﬂsemcn u men YMo NPAKMUYECKY BCe KONYMBapuL Bsimu nozwe nepecmpoeHs! 8 20nyGRMHU,
B zoxmoqumensHol yacmu cmamsy konymbapuu Kopamaickod donuks onucsismomes nodpobine, ocoboe BHUMaHUE
YOeNFEMCH UX XaPaKMEPHLIM OMAUYLAM OM COOp i, UZHAYAABHO BLIPAGOMAHHBIX KAK 20AYGAMHL,

Knwouessie cnosa: konymBapud, 2poBhuya, zoayGamus, Kopamasckos donuka

UDC 904:726.[821+832](560.432) | Original Article
COLUMBARIUM TOMBS OF THE KORAMAZ VALLEY

B. Yazlik
Nevsehir Haci Bektas Veli University, Cappadocia, Nevsehir, Turkey

Kayseri, established on the foothills of Mount Erciyes, is an important city located in the area that can be regarded
as the central point of Anatolia. From the time of Kanesh's settlement until today, Kayseri has always been the cross-
roads of impartant trade routes.

By the times of the Roman period Kayser had become one of the most important centers of the region. Monumen-
tal tombs, wall ruins, and temple rutns, which have survived till the present day, show the scale of the reconstruction
activity that was carried out in Kayseri by Rome. Cremation was an important burial tradition that came from Rome.
For some period, this tradition became widespread with the use of mass graves known as columbarium tombs. Colum-
barium tombs were collective burial areas, which served to particular classes of people.

The Koramaz Valley is an earthquake fracture formation with its length of approximately 12 km. It is located in
about twenty kilometers northeast of Kayseri city center and contains many rock-carved structures: tombs, Christian
churches and still inhabited villages, Within the scope of this study, we have examined 21 columbarium tombs and
3 dovecotes located in the Koramaz Volley. In the first chapter, the general history of Kayseri is illustrated and then
the Koramaz Volley is described. Thereafter, burial methods of the Roman period are examined, especially practices of
cremation and columbarium tombs constructing are discussed. We point out that dovecotes are often confused with
columbarium tombs. The fact that almost all of the columbarium tombs were later transformed into dovecotes is a de-
cise factor in this misunderstanding. Therefore, in the conclusive part, the Koramaz Valley columbarium tombs, which
are the subject of this study, are examined in detail, and their differences with the dovecotes are clearly highlighted.

Keywords: columbarium, columbarium tombs, dovecote, cremation, the Koromaz

The history of Kayseri Age [15]. Kultepe settlement is an important ex-
One of the first known settlements in Kayseri  cavation site today and is located in 3 km to the
is Kultepe. Based on its excavations, it has already ~ west of the Koramaz Valley, which is the subject
existed by the early periods of the Old Bronze  of this study. Following Kanesh, the sovereignty

® Yazlik B., 2022
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of Hittite, Phrygian, Persian, Cappadocia Kingdom,
Roman, Byzantine, Danishmend, Mongolian, Sel-
juk, Ottoman, and Turkish Republic held on in the
mentioned order [7]. Kayseri is a big and important
city which had a population of 400 thousand be-
fore the Roman Empire. It became a city of Rome
in AD 17 and the sovereignty of Rome continued
until 395, After the Roman Empire divided into two
parts, Kayseri went under the rule of Byzantine

(East Roman Empire). Especially due to the exis-
tence of Mount Erciyes, Kayseri has used to be an
important city for Rome. The current name of Kay-
seri was derived from Caesarea (the pronunciation
in Turkish; Kaisaria) referring to Julius Caesar, who
was the famous Roman emperor. Today in Kayseri,
can be found remains of tumulus tombs, fountains,
temples, and castle walls dated by the Roman pe-
riod. In the last period of Rome, which had pagan

. -
eammmm

B

Suyukburungaz

Fig. 1. 1 - The Koramaz Valley and its settlements; 2 - the estimated route of the Byzantine road passing
through the Koramaz Valley and the names of old places (based on the Google Earth map)

Puc. 1. 1 - Hopama3sckan jonnHa W NOCENEHHMA, HAXOARWHECH B HER; 2 ~ NPUBNMINTENLHER TPACCa BH3AHTUACKONM
AOPOTH, NPpoXoAMBWeR no Kopamasckon A0NMHE, W HA3BAHKA MECTHOCTER BHIAHTHACKOID BPEMeHH

(Wa ocHoBe CiyTHMKOBOTC CHUMKE Google Earth)
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Fig. 2. A schematic illustration of cremation process

Puc. 2. Cxema npouecca kpemaymi

beliefs, Christianity movements were formed, and
Kayseri was also affected by these movements. At
the time of the Roman Empire division, Kaysen be-
came an important center for Christianity. It is also
known that the two Fathers of the Church Basil and
Gregorius lived in Kayseri in those times [8]. In
the Roman period, many temples such as Zeus Po-
liouchos Temple, Apollon Patras Temple, Tyche Tem-
ple, Serapis Temple and Argios Temple were built in
Kayseri [7]. Today, some of the remains which are
thought to belong to these Roman temples can be
seen in the Koramaz Valley.

The Koramaz valley

The Koramaz Valley is an earthquake fracture
formation that has a length of approximately
12 km and is located within the borders of Melik-
gazi district of Kayseri, The name of Koramaz ap-
pears for the first time in documents in the Otto-
man State Archives [17]. It is known that the name
of Koramaz belonged to a township which was one
of the lower management units of this period. It
is also known that Koramaz township is connected
to the Kayseri sanjak and has its karyes (villages)
which are connected to itself. The mountain with
a height of 1,900 meters in the east of the Kora-
maz Valley is also called Mt. Koramaz. Today in the
Koramaz Valley, from the east to the west, there are
Biyik Biringiz (Ulu Burimgiz), Subasi (Usgibii),
Kigik Buringlz (Ki¢i Biringiz), Aginas, Turan
(Dimitre), Vekse, Bagpmar (Istidin) villages and
life goes on there. The Koramaz Valley catches the
attention not only with its historical richness but
also with its natural wealth. The natural walking

Fig. 3. The East Wall of Livia Columbarium Tomb

Puc. 3. Bocrouwas crewa konymbapua, Nluewa

tracks of the valley [6] have become rather popular
recently. The Koramaz Vally main line and inhabit-
ed settlements are shown in fig. 1/1.

In his visit to Kayseri, Strabon mentioned the
city with the names of Eusebia and Mazaka, described
the plain where the modern Kayseri city centerislo-
cated as a bog and explained that the people lived
in areas that were higher than the plain [20]. From
this point of view, it can be supposed that there was
a settlement in the Koramaz Valley in that period
situated in 300 meters higher than the city center,
Considering the Kultepe Mound, which was located
in the west of the Koramaz Valley, it can be thought
that the valley has been inhabited continuously for
thousands of years.

It is also known that the valley was an import-
ant center in Byzantine period and some of the
roads, connecting the city with the East, passed
here. One of the important Byzantine roads of the
period passed through Gesi region in parallel with
the Sivas road. Gesi!, called “Kase” in Byzantine

Period, and according to some sources [16] “Kasi”

! Kase (Gesi) is a settlement located between Pnarbag
(Ariaratheia) and Kayseri (Kaisareia). In his book, Hild claims that
this place is today a settlement known as Gesi, which is located in
13 km north-east of Kayseri, containing various ancient ruins. If
this claim is true, today, the ancient name continues to live as a
local name. The distance between Pmarbas: and Gesi is too big ta be
managed by a bishop, to strengthen his claim, Hild claims that the
bishop of Pmarbag settled in Gesi for security reasons [24].

128



Cnenecnorua w cnenectonorss, Ne 1, 2022

Ek 2: Sunum ve Yayinlanmiz

(nenecronorms

too. Gesi (Kase) belonged to the Cappadocia Mil-
itary District (Theme) during the VI. Leon period
(886-912); then it was included to the Charsianon
Military District (Theme) and joined the new Mili-
tary District called Charsianon with Kayseri. In the
early 20" century, the region was called “Nea Kas-
siane” by the Greeks, who settled in the region, but
today the region is called Gesi. For a short period,
the Gesi garrison hosted the Pinarbasi Bishop be-
cause of the security weakness in its region.

The mentioned Byzantine road continued in
the north-east direction after Gesi and after 6 km
reached the ancient episcopal city of Aragena. To-
day, Aragena is known as Agirnas. Mandae is the
name of the monastery in Usgubu, which is also a
village today (situated in 2 km south of Agwirnas).
The bishop of Agirnas lived in this monastery.
The name of the village, which is Usqubu (Subasi)
today, was derived from firstly “Episkope”™ then
“Skupi” [10]. The Forty Martyrs Church, which is
bound up with the Mandae Monastery, was in the

Usqubu. According to the rumors, this church was
completely destroyed and the stones of the church
were used for constructing a school. The ruins of
the church are on a hill to the north of the modern
village. After Agirnas, in the North-East direction,
the road headed towards Binyan known as Sarmu-
sakli in the past [11]. It is clearly seen that the
Koramaz Valley was important because it housed
the road route during the Byzantine period. The
estimated route of the Byzantine road (and also
the probable previous Roman road) which passed
through the Koramaz valley is shown in fig. 1/2.
While looking at frescos, niches, and the way
how they were made, it is found ot that there are a
total of 40 rock-carved churches dated by the Byz-
antine period identified so far. One of them is the
most important church, because its frescoes are the
best preserved ones and it has survived until today.
This church was presented as Isbidin Rock-Carved
Church by N. Karakaya. The church is supposed to
be built between the 11" and 13" centuries [13,

Fig. 4. Columbarium Tombs of The Koramaz Valley (from Google Earth)

Puc. 4. Konywbapun Kopamasckod nonvuel (no panues Google Earth)
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Fig. 5. 1 - An entrance door of a columbarium tomb of the the Karamaz Valley; 2 - the interior of a columbarium tomb
room with a broken door; 3 - an example of a combination of niches for cinerary urns with larger niches for inhuma-
tion or mummification; 4 - half ellipse-shaped niches inside a columbarium tomb room; 5 - a columbarium tomb with
triangle niches; 6 — a drawing of a columbarium tomb from the Koramaz Valley: 7 - a columbarium with a feeding hole
on the ceiling and the mouth of the storage on the floor; 8 - a columbarium tomb with niches of different shape and
function

Puc. 5. 1 - MNopran exona & konymbapuii Kopama3ckoi aonuHe; 2 - BHyTpEHHee npocTpancTao Konymbapua «Komnara

CO CNOMaHHOW ABEPLION; 3 — NpUMED C HHL AR Y YPH C KpY I ana
PAIMEWEHHA TEN WAM MYMHA; & = NONYINNHNTHHECHHE HHWWK B NOMEWEHHN KonymGapua; 5 — konymBapui ¢ Tpeyrons-
HeiMu HUwamm; 6 - n3obpanenue konymBapua Kopamasckoi ; 7 = konymBapuil C xep OTEEPCTHEM

B NOTOAKE H YETLEM KNAA0BOH AMLI B NOAY: 8 — HONYMBAPHI € HUWAMK PAZNHYHON KOHDHIYPALMK 1 ByHKUKOHANA
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21]. In addition to this chureh, a rock-carved mon-
astery in Subagi (Usgibi) village also draws atten-
tion [14]. In addition to the rock-carved churches,
there are two large churches that have survived un-
til today. These are Vekse Greek Church and Agir-
nas Church built in 1857.

Rock-carved tombs in the Koramaz Valley also
known as the Akbin Valley wich is its local name,
columbarium tombs and rock-carved tombs for in-
humation are located on the plateau at the top of
the valley (fig. 2); all of these show that the valley
was used as a cemetery during the Byzantine period
since the Roman period. When the Koramaz valley
monumental designed tomb doors (fig. 5/1, 10/3,
10/4, 10/5), were examined carefully, compared to
the similar structures it was easily found out that
the structures contained the Roman peried archi-
tecture. If one place the valley to the center of a
circle with a radius of 5 km, it would cover ancient
settlements, known as Kiltepe, Hongel, Aydos, Ka-
zlar, Andon, abandoned today and containing only
superficial remains. It can be claimed that these
ancient settlements harbored active life during the
Roman or earlier periods. Considering the tradition
of building cemeteries just outside the settlements
in the Roman period to avoid diseases, it can be
thought that the Koramaz Valley was the common
cemetery of all these ancient settlements. Tumbrel
roads and tracks of roads (fig. 10/1) in and around
the Valley, confirm this claim. In addition to all of
these, at least 14 tumuluscan be easily observed
within a 5 km radius from the plateaw, which is lo-
cated at the top of the valley.

The Roman period funeral — burial tradi-
tions, cremation — burial traditions and colum-
barium tombs

In the Roman period, it was believed that life
continues after death, so one's death was cele-
brated just like one's birth. In Rome, funeral cer-
emonies included very important rituals. From
this point of view, Rome had very conservative
traditions. In Rome, funeral and even burial places
depended on the person’s social status. Mass buri-
al became a tradition for non-elite people due to
economic reasens. Although the burial procedures
changed from period to period, it is known that the
methods of inhumation (burying under ground),
cremation (burning with fire), abandonment to
nature and mummification are used as a burial
tradition [4]. In the early periods of Rome, inhu-
mation and cremation seem to be used together.
The twelve tablet laws of Rome forbade the burial
of the dead in the city. The main reason for this
was to prevent the citizens from epidemic diseases
that could be caused by the decomposition of dead
bodies. That is why the cemeteries were organized
outside the city in Rome [4]. In Rome, the crema-
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Fig. 6. A schematic section of a combarium tomb
in the Koramaz Valley

Puc. 6. Cxemarnynoe ceyexHe THNHYHOMD KonymGapua
Kopamaackoit gonuee

tion burial technique was a tradition?, which was
started in the 4" century BC and was abandoned
in the 3" century AD. According to the cremation
burial tradition, the deceased was put on a rectan-
gular pile of wood with a ceremony and was bumed
together with his/her jewelry. The entire body
could not be burn completely, so bones weighing
about 2.5-4 kgs always remained. The ashes were
collected and placed into pots called urns. The cre-
mation burial tradition scheme is shown in fig. 2.

The urns could be in the form of jars, with or
without lids, they could be made of glass, met-
al or marble. On the top of some urns, there was
a place to write the identity of deceased [1, 22,
23]. The urn full of ash was placed in the burial
chamber or in the burial niche in the columbari-
um tomb (fig. 7) or was buried optionally, and the
non-burned bones were kept in silos in the burial
chamber, Mummification means honoring the body
and is a relatively costly burial technique. For this
reason, it was not applied among the folk except
wealthy people [4].

The preservation of the urns, full of ashes of
the cremated ones, was an important issue due to
the respect that was payed to the dead. Digging
a grave and burying every urn under the ground
as in inhumation seems a very expensive method.
Considering that the population had increased, and
the cemetery areas started to fill up, the Romans
began to search for solutions how to bury collec-

! Cremation was also used in the Iron Age [22, 23].
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tively. In Rome, as a result of the urbanization level
increasing, traditional cemeteries were overcrowd-
ed. In large cities, where large numbers of funerals
and burials were carried out, it was normal for more
than one person to be buried in a single coffin and
to bury the coffins in stacks [2].

During the Augustan period, because of in-
creasing burial costs and the shortage of cemeter-
ies, the Roman society started to use the method of
preserving urns in multiple niches carved in walls
of underground chambers or in rocks, The struc-
tures, which were specially built for this purpose,
are called columbarium tombs. This new tradition
has been adopted by the community and modern
organizations that manage funeral expenses. The
functions such as funeral insurance have been de-
veloped, where the deceased can be buried alone in
a grave with a beautiful ceremony [2].

Columbarium tombs

The word “columba” means “a pigeon” in Latin.
Columbaria were used as dovecotes in the Roman
period. The word “columbarium” actually means
the name given to each niche in the columbarium
tomb [9]. The reason why the Romans called these
monumental mass graves so is that the structures
essentially resemble dovecotes. Even today, it is
a very difficult and technical issue to distinguish

between dovecotes and columbarium tombs. The
fact that columbaria were used as dovecotes for
many years and their first function was forgotten
by the folk conducted toward the columbaria to be
destroyed relatively less by treasure hunters. To
not confuse the columbariums and the structures
where pigeons are feeding, the columbarium tomb
expression is used [2]. Not just unique visually,
columbarium tombs are the first known organized
mass graves in Rome, where mass burial services
are provided to biological families and the house-
holds of the same house [2].

Columbarium tombs are unique structures
that emerged as a result of the need to honor the
deceased, and they also give clues about the so-
cial situation of the section they are addressing.
Columbarium tombs have survived until today in a
very worn state because of the grave niches that
are engraved on their walls. Nevertheless, thanks
to these niches, they can be easily distinguished
from other burial structures. In the written sources
of the Roman period, the word columbarium is ac-
tually used in the meaning of a sheltered niche in
gigantic dovecotes. The tomb sign registries from
the Roman and Ostia periods are the evidence of
these structures usage as grave monuments. In
these registries, it can be seen which niches be-

h=29555m [

h= 2955 cm
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Fig. 7. A niche of a columbarium with an urn
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Fig. 8. A typical dovecote

Puc. 8. Tunuuas ronyGaTHA

Fig. 9. An example of a columbarium tomb converted
into a dovecote

Puc. 9. Npumep konymBapra, PEKOHCTRYMPOBAHHOMO
B renyBaTHIo
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Fig. 10. 1 - The traces engraved in the road by wagons wheels, often visible in the valley; 2 - the rock-carved tombs
near the columbarium tombs; 3 - the roman period mausoleum entrance door; 4 - the entrance door to the roman
mausaleum (transformed into a church later); 5 - a typical entrance door of a columbarium tomb in the Koramaz Val-
ley; 6 - the general view of the Koramaz Valley columbarium tombs

Puc. 10. 1 - Konew, npoToyenssie B NOAOTHE QOPOTM TENEKHBIMUK KONECAMK, YACTO HADMIORAEMHE B AONWHE; 2 — CHAMb-
HBIE NOTPeBesns, PACNONOMEHHLIE HEanero oT KonyMbBapwues; 3 — Bx0HOM NOPTan PUMCKOTD MABIONER; & — BXOAHON
NOPTan PHMCKOTO MaB3onen (Noswe nepectp. B Uuep )i 5 — THAMYHKI BxOg B KonymBapuit Kopamascroi
AoNuHE; 6 - 0BuMi Bruf Ha Konymbapuk HopaMasckod qommHe
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longed to who. In columbarium tombs, not only
ashes but also bone pieces remained from the cre-
mated body were stored in ground storages (silos).
The ashes were kept in special clay pots, in the
tomb niches carved in the inner wall [2]. In fig. 3
below, a Roman period large and important colum-
barium tomb is shown.

It is known that each burial niche contained
two ashes storage containers (urns), which were
usually made of terracotta and sealed. The number
of niches can give an idea of the death and burial
capacity of the non-elite community that inhab-
ited the region. The grave niches on columbarium
tomb walls were carved in rows ranging from one to
ten. These niches could be in the shape of a trian-
gle in some examples (fig. 5/5).

Thanks to the isolated structures of the colum-
barium tombs, they have both intimate and col-
lective death remember area properties. It is also

known that on these special days, wine was poured
into the burial area through a special tunnel (feed-
ing groove) (fig. 6) [2].

The columbarium tombs came out of use along
with the cremation tradition, which was ended
with the increase of Christianity in the last peri-
od of Rome. Some of the columbarium tombs were
adapted to be used for inhumation. For this pur-
pose, large burial areas were dug in the floors and
walls of the columbarium tombs or the niches were
enlarged and combined (fig. 5/8), and they started
to accommodate the bodies [2].

The Koramaz valley columbarium tombs

In this study, rock structures that were
carved by human hands, which are thought to be
21 columbarium tombs, are mostly placed in Agir-
nas neighbourhood / the Akbin Valley in the Kora-
maz Valley, were investigated. It is seen that 18
of these structures were built adjacent in a single

Fig. 11. 1 - Inside the C1 Columbarium Tomb; 2 - Inside the C2 Columbarium Tomb; 3 - Inside the C4 Columbarium
Tomb; 4 = Inside of C12 Columbarium Tomb (photo by Reiner Straub)

Pue. 11, 1 - Buytpn konymbapna C1; 2 - enytpa konymBapua C2; 3 — snyTpm Konymbapma C4; 4 — snytpu

wonymbapua C12 (doto P. Crpay6a)
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area. However, 3 columbarium tombs in different
locations scattered throughout the valley were
also examined in this study. This situation shows
that possible new columbarium tombs can be also
discovered. In fig. 4/1, their distribution in the
Koramaz Valley is shown. It is seen that the C5, C6
and C7 columbarium tombs are located far from the
remaining 18 columbarium tombs. It is thought
that new columbarium tombs can be found after
detailed research around these already identified
columbarium tombs.

18 columbarium tombs located out of fig. 4/1
borders are shown in fig. 4/2.

The first determination relative to the colum-
barium tombs in the Koramaz Valley was made by
Eric Gilli. Unfortnatelly Gilli's study is just a pre-
determination and contains only general state-
ments [9]. When rock-carved structures in the
Koramaz Valley are examined as a whole, it is seen
that they have constantly changed function over
time. For example, sometimes a structure that
was built as a rock-cut tomb in the Roman period
turned into a church later (fig. 10/4) or a struc-
ture which was used as a columbarium tomb, after
losing its function, was reconstructed into a dove-
cote. In another scenario, the columbarium tomb
could be turned into a Sirahane (a grape mashing
device). In the literature, there are studies where

Fig. 12. Inside the (13 Columbarium Tomb
Puc. 12, Buyrpn konymbapua C13

the structures of the region are considered as
dovecotes [14].

Although firstly the columbarium tombs act-
ed as mass burial areas, over time, with the aban-
doning of the cremation tradition by the Christi-
anity movements in Rome, the structures became
non-functional. People continued to use these
structures as dovecotes with flues that they opened
on their ceilings and with various modifications.

It is seen that burial chests were carved for in-
humation on the floor of some of the columbarium
tombs. Common door architecture was used in the
extant examples in the Koramaz Valley. In many
cases entrance parts of the tombs were destroyed
due to road works and natural erosion (fig. 10/6).
Next to the entrance of a columbarium tomb a rect-
angular room is usually situated (fig. 5/2). While
the function of this room is unknown, it is thought
that it can be the ceremony room of the tomb. The
actual room of the columbarium is reached through
another door of this first room. It can be claimed
that this architectural understanding is common
for all columbarium tombs, because it is observed
that the entrances, which can be entered directly
without a reception room, actually have been de-
stroyed. Also, all of the columbarium tombs in the
valley were built in either dome shaped or rectan-
gular plan architecture style. Similar architectural

AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 2

Adyirnas, Melkgazi, Kaysern
Gizim: Ezgl Tok (Haziran 2015)

5 10

o'mag

Fig. 13. A plan of the columbarium tombs C1-C13-C20
in the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley {surveyed by E. Tok)

Puc. 13. Mnak konymbapues C1-C13-C20 8 Kopamascuoi
ponume (ponuwe Axbun) (ceémxa 3. Tok)
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Agirnas, Melikgazi, Kayser
Cizim: Ekaterina lanovskaia
Dmitry Albov (Kasim 2018)

Kubbe gekli

7o

AKBIN VADIS| KUZEY DUVARI

Fig. 14. A plan of the columbarium tombs C2-C9-C10-C11-C12-C18
in the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley (surveyed by E. Ianovskaia, D. Albov)

Puc. 14, Mnan konymbapnes (2-C9-C10-C11-C12-C18 & Kopamasckod gonuue
(nonuwe Axbuu) (cuimka E, Auosckoi, [l AnwGosa)
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understanding was determined
in all of the columbarium tombs.
Based on this, it can be claimed
that all the columbarium tombs
in the Koramaz Valley were
built with a common architec-
tural understanding. The com-
mon door architecture of some
columbarium tombs, where the
entrances remained until today
is shown in fig, 5/1.

In some columbarium tombs,
it is seen that niches were com-
bined, and new large niches were
created for inhumation or mum-
mification. In fig. 5/3, there is
an example that illustrates this
situation.

It is seen that some colum-
barium tombs were used as
churches or grape mashing de-
vices later. With the poor work-
manship, it can be understood
that niches were added to some
columbarium tombs later, Silos
are observed in all columbari-
um tombs where floors are not
covered with rubble. In some of
them, the number of these si-
los reaches up to 6 (Columbari-
um C8). It is obvious that much
more silos can he found on the
ground with excavations and re-
search. In the ceiling of most of
the columbarium tombs in the
Koramaz Valley, there are flight
holes, obviously opened later.
The stones used in dovecotes’
flues were cut and brought from
the quarries located on the pla-
teau above the valley. But in
some columbarium tombs, there
is no flue. This situation shows
that not all of the columbarium
tombs were turned into dove-
cotes. When a columbarium
tomb room is examined from
the inside, it can be seen that it
was built with incredibly careful
workmanship worthy of a mon-
umental structure. However,
the fact that the flues are not
even in the center of the ceiling
and that they were opened by
breaking it clearly confirms that
these flues were opened later.
The fig. 5/4 shows the niches
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going up towards the ceiling, creating a very im-
pressive style.

It is seen that the niches of the Koramaz Val-
ley columbarium tombs were carved in the shape
of a triangle or a half of an ellipse. Fig. 5/4 shows
half ellipse-shaped niches and fig. 5/5 shows trian-
gle-shaped ones.

In the Koramaz Valley columbarium tombs,
there are also feeding holes. These thin and long
flues, which have an average diameter of 10 em,
open directly into the room from the outside, It
is known that, especially on memorial days, these
holes were used by the relatives of the deceased to
serve their favorite wine (fig. 6) [2]. It is seen that
there are two of these holes (C2 columbarium) in
some columbarium tombs.

Detailed measurement and identification in-
formation of the 21 columbarium tombs (fig. 13-
16) examined in this study were recorded. Howev-
e, considering the averages, the description of the
columbarium tombs in the Koramaz Valley can be
made as follows: the average floor measurements
of a columbarium tomb room are 420x347 cm.
The average height of the rooms is 447 cm. Each
columbarium tomb room has about 144 niches, In
every columbarium tombs, there are silos and feed-
ing holes. The cover diameter of the silos on the
ground is about 63,8 cm and their depth is about
150 cm. The entrance doors have a dimension of
about 106x188 cm (height). The average width
of the tomb niches is 28,60 cm and their height is
29,55 em,

The differences between dovecotes and
columbarium tombs

It is known that pigeon breeding has been per-
formed in Kayseri for hundreds of years. With their
highly productive fertilizer, pigeons have always
been valuable for the farmers. A pigeon was a di-
vine animal in both Rome and Byzantium. In the
collection of twenty books, which are called Geo-
ponica and were written in Byzantium in the 10th
century, there is also a section called pigeon breed-
ing. In this section, it is explained how the dove-
cotes should be built with an exemplary design,
the door should be made small to prevent from
wild animals, people should rarely enter it, and it
is explained that water and drink tubs should be
built for pigeons. It is also explained in this book
that cicks are used in the treatment of some dis-
eases [3]. Buyikmihg [12] observed in his study
that the dovecotes, situated in Gesi region, were
built by transforming structures that were previ-
ously used as churches or monasteries [12]. Also,
Biyukmihg reports in his study that the dovecotes
doors are too narrow for a person to enter and exit
easily. It is known that Kayseni is an important ni-
ter production center [21]. The chemical substance
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called niter (GUhergile), which is obtained from pi-
geon fertilizer, was used in gunpowder production.
Niter (Gihergile) was so important for the Ottoman
Empire that the Niter Ministry was established. The
fact that Kayseri already had a columbarium tomb
inventory from the past and that they could be
easily transformed into dovecotes provides Kayseri
to gain an advantage in niter production.

For the reasons explained above, it is guite
possible to confuse columbarium tombs with dove-
cotes. In the Koramaz Valley, there are also struc-
tures built as dovecotes originally. When these
structures are compared with the columbarium
tombs, the differences can be seen obviously. The
entrance doors of the dovecotes are made very
small to prevent from wild animals entering. Also,
the ceiling heights of the dovecotes are lower com-
pared to the columbarium tombs. In addition, the
dovecote niches were not made carefully. Howev-
er, columbarium tombs have flamboyant entrance
doors, relatively high ceilings, and elaborately
carved interiors and niches. But today, when ex-
amining any columbarium tomb, the structure can

AKBIN VADIS| KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 1

Agimas, Melikgaz, Kayser|
Gizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)
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Fig. 15. A plan of the columbarium tombs C14-C15-C16-
C17-C19 in the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley
(surveyed by E. Tok)

Puc. 15. Nnak konymbapnes (14-015-C16-C17-C19
& Hopamasckoi (AkGun) gonune (coemka 3. Tok)
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easily be mistaken for a dovecote, because almost
all of the columbarium tombs were used for breed-
ing of pigeons: they have flues, which were opened
later in ceilings by breaking the rock with poor
workmanship, and also out of the center. The doors
were narrowed by infilling with stones and became
suitable for dovecotes.

Columbarium tomb niches were carved regu-
larly compared to the niches of dovecotes. In ad-
dition, the interiors of columbarium tombs were
clearly excavated with monumental architectural
understanding. In dovecotes, naturally, high-cost
labor is avoided, of course, as there was no need, so
their interiors were designed poorly. On the ceil-
ings and walls of some columbarium tombs, deco-
rative niches are seen. It is seen that these nich-
es start from the corners of the walls and run to
the center of the ceiling: they are made with good
workmanship.

Three sample structres in the Koramaz Valley
originally constrcted as dovecotes, were also in-
cluded to this study for comparison, These three
dovecotes are located within the boundaries of
Vekse and Kiigik Biiringiz villages. The architec-
ture of all these dovecotes is similar. The entrance
doors of all dovecotes are very narrow, and their
average size is 42,5x72,5 cm. If we pay attention,
columbarium tomb doors are carved in dimensions

for a person to easily enter, but through the dove-
cotes doors, a person can only enter crawling. The
most important reason for this situation is the de-
sire to keep wild animals away from the loft. It was
measured that the average ceiling height of the
dovecotes is 156 cm, but in columbarium tombs,
the ceilings are 447 cm high. While there are about
50 perches in each pigeon loft, this number is 144
in columbarium tombs. The inside space of the
dovecotes is carved with low-cost and poor work-
manship, the perches and interior designs are rath-
er sloppy naturally. In columbarium tombs, there
are so many silos that are buried in the ground and
not seen in dovecotes. Considering all these issues,
the difference between a structure originally con-
strcted as a dovecote and a columbarium tomb, lat-
er transformed into a dovecote, can be clearly seen.
Conclusion

It is known that Kayseri has been inhabited
continuously since the time of the Kanish people
and was under Roman rule for a period. With its
12 km length and a history dating back to Rome,
the Koramaz Valley, which is located 20 km north-
east from the Kayseri city center, is one of the most
important wvalleys of Turkey. Many rock-carved
churches dated by the Byzantine period and rock-
carved tombs dated by the Roman period located
within this valley point to the historical depth and
importance of the region. Thus,

AKBIN VADIS| KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 3
Agimas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Gizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)

it is also known that the valley
was located on important roads
in the Byzantine period. In this
study, a total of 21 columbarium
tombs, which are located in the
Koramaz Valley, were identified
and technically investigated.
Columbarium tombs are known

o 5 10 20m

to have been transformed into
dovecotes in time and are of-
ten confused with them. In this
study, the differences between
dovecotes and columbarium
tombs were also revealed in de-
tail and 21 structures of the
Koramaz Valley were measured
in detail, recorded and present-
ed with their peculiarities.

The 21 columbarium tombs
examined in this study were
measured and recorded. In the
light of the average data ob-
o'mag tained from the measurements

Fig. 16. A plan of the columbarium tombs C21 of the Koramaz (Akbin) Valley

(surveyed by E. Tok)

Puc. 16. Mnan konymbapues (21 8 Hopamascroi (AxBun) gonnke

(cuEmKa 3. Tox)

made, the description of the
columbarium tombs in the
Koramaz Valley can be made
as following: the average floor
dimensions of a columbarium
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tomb room are 420x347 cm. The average height of
the rooms is 447 cm. Each columbarium tomb room
has about 144 niches. In every columbarium tomb,
there are silos and feeding holes. The cover diame-
ter of the silos on the ground is about 63,8 cm and
their depth is about 150 cm. The entrance doors
have a size of about 106 (width)=188 cm (height).
The average width of the tomb niches is 28,60 cm
and their height is 29,55 cm.

It was determined that the entrance doors of
the three dovecotes, which were examined within
the scope of the study, were about 42,5%72,5 cm.
This entrance door is quite narrow compared to the
doors of the columbarium tomb. The average ceil-
ing height of the dovecotes is 156 cm. Compared
to the columbarium tombs; this ceiling height is
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quite low. Although there are about 50 perches in
each pigeonhole, there are about 144 tomb niches
in columbarium tombs.

In the region, detailed and advanced research
and archaeological excavations, which will be car-
ried out by the experts, can provide clearer infor-
mation about the past of the columbarium tombs
that mentioned in this study. The claims proposed
in this study can be confirmed with archaeological
materials such as pieces of ums, ash remains that
will be found in the columbarium tombs. Thus, it
will be possible to make exact dating. With further
research, it is estimated that columbarium tombs
can be found both in different parts of the Koramaz
Valley as well as in different valleys in the vicinity
of Kayseri.
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Abstract

Cappadocia, like many other parts of the world, is loaded with
underground defense structures. The volcanic tuff, characteristic of the
region, is easyto carve through and covershundreds of square kilometers,
thus providing favorable conditions for numerous underground
defense structures. Consequently, almost every village in Cappadocia
boasts at least one or more rock-cut structures. Although some are
small and stand-alone structures, others constitute large and elaborate
underground cities, including hundreds of meters-long tunnels and
countless rooms. For more than seven years now, the OBRUK Cave
Research Group has carried out the Underground Structures Inventory
Project in Kayseri province. To date, 33 underground cities have been
systematically explored and surveyed. This article begins with an
introductory overview of the historical background and research of
underground cities in Cappadocia and continues with an account of
some of the most telling examples of these structures.
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Introduction

People have been using the underground for thousands of years for hiding
and protection. Besides their well-camouflaged entrances, these shelters have
numerous rooms connected by intricate tunnels. They are furnished with traps
and equipped with doors that cannot be opened from the outside, rendering
these subterranean structures excellent defense centers against all types of attacks.
Therefore, throughout the world, from Vietnam to France, one finds countless
underground defense systems that are relevant today as they were thousands of
years ago (Triolet and Triolet 1996; 2013).

Nevertheless, Cappadocia is the first place that comes to mind concerning
undcrground defense structures, m&inly due to the sheer number and size of
sites it harbors. They are so large and elaborate that they have been dubbed
underground cities. Derinkuyu Underground City in Nevsehir illustrates this
well: It has five levels, and it is 1,880 m long and 55 m deep (Yamag and Tok
2015b). It is predicted that this defense structure extends beneath the entire
Derinkuyu Village, and its total length is much greater than currently known.
Similarly, the part of Kaymakli Underground City, located 11 kilometers north
of Derinkuyu, which can be visited today, is but a fraction of its total length
(Bixio 2012: 85-98).

Small or large, almost every village in Cappadocia has at least one, often
several, underground cities. However, scientific research on these structures
is still lacking. Presently, two comprehensive inventories have been compiled:
Cappadocia: Recordsof the Underground Sites (Bixio2012) and The Archeological
Settlements of Turkey (www.tayproject.org) (Akytirek et al. 2015). While these
inventories encompass more than 120 underground cities, systematic surveys
and plans are available only for a handful,

Since there is so little research on the subject, controversy inevitably abounds.
Even the term underground cily is a matter of contention in the international
academic community. How appropriate is it to apply the same designation to
a case like Derinkuyu, which had begun as small, separate defense structures
under dwellings and evolved into an extensive, interconnected, and elaborate
underground system and to comparatively modest defense structures with a few
rooms and very short tunnels?

Nevertheless, to date, the term underground city has been applied to all sorts
of underground defense structures (Ayhan 2004; Giilyaz and Yenipwnar 2007;
Qusterhout 2017; Triolet and Triolet 1993; Yoriikoglu 1989). On the otherhand,
in his book, Roberto Bixio defends a distinction between two different groups,
reserving the notion of underground city for large interconnected systems while
designating comparatively small and isolated structures as underground shelters
(Bixio 2012:18-19).
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Although this distinction has its merits, it fails to capture significant lines
of variability. In more than thirty underground complexes we have researched
and surveyed so far, we noted, for example, that some are notable for their
great horizontal breadth while others have a distinctive vertical emphasis.
Furthermore, one can encounter enormous systems with a single entrance but
also comparatively small systems connected to several separate houses on the
surface. Therefore, we believe the conditions are not yet ripe to support the
distinction between underground shelters and underground cities and, in order
to avoid a contradiction in terms, will continue using underground city in a
nondiscriminatory way for all these types of subterranean systems,

Chronology is another object of controversy, especially concerning the
incipience of these underground cities. No historical record and archaeological
finds pertain directly to the issue. All rock-cut systems in the region have been
changed and reused for centuries, sometimes to this very day. Indeed, substantial
underground cities such as Filiktepe, Géstesin, or Derinkuyu must have a long
history (Bixio 2012:18-19). But, even so, archacological excavations of these
features produced few footholds.

Nevertheless, most scholars agree that all these Cappadocian underground
cities were excavated by the local population, seeking refuge and security
during the tumultuous and chaotic events of the 7th tollth centuries CE
(Kempe 1988; Triolet and Triolet 1993; 2002). This began with the weakening
of the Byzantine empire, recurrent attacks by the Sasanian Persians, and the
eventual occupation and destruction of Caesarea in 611. Soon after, following
the Sasanian civil war (628-632) and subsequent weakening of the empire, the
region became a target of regular (practically annual) raids by Arabic armies, a
condition that lasted until the 10th century CE. During the 11th century CE,
the region faced the Seljuk Turks, who raided the area and destroyed Melitene
in 1057 and Sebasteia in 1059. In 1067, they captured Caesarea, burnt it to
the ground, and massacred all its residents, leaving the city deserted for the
next half-century, In 1071, Byzantine Emperor Romanos IV was defeated in the
Battle of Mantzikert, and the entire region came under Seljuk rule (Ash 2006;
Hild and Restle 1981).

It is widely accepted that almost four centuries of continuous war and unrest
caused the breakdown of civil and military order and massive population
displacements throughout Cappadocia (Cooper and Decker 2012). Most of the
population is presumed to have been Christian. This hypothesis is reinforced by
the presence of churches in several underground cities, crosses engraved on the
walls of most, and the exclusivity of Byzantine pottery in underground cities
like Aydintepe, Kavlaktepe, and Oymal (Bilici 2002; Erkmen 1998; Faydal
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1992; 1993; Ozkorucuklu 1991; Sahin 1993). Furthermore, churches’ location
at the entrances of the underground cities in Agirnas and St. Mercurius and
the existence of tunnels protected with millstone doors, leading deeper into
the subterranean system, demonstrate that these churches have been used in
peaceful times as well as a place of refuge during the raids (Yamag 2017; Yamag,
Tok, and Filikci 2014).

1. Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project

This paper offers a brief account of the results of the Kayseri Underground
Structures Inventory Project, which constitutes the first comprehensive scientific
research of rock-cut architecture in the region. The project began in January 2014
and was conducted by the OBRUK Cave Research Group. Like other projects
by OBRUK (e.g, Gaziantep), this project was based on the support of three
bodies: the CEKUL Foundation, the Kayseri Metropolitan Municipality, and the

Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

The Kayseri Underground Structures Inventory Project covers the entire
Kayseri Province of 17,500 km2 and includes the research, survey, mapping,
and documentation of all underground structures in it (Figs. 1, 2). Still ongoing,
it constitutes one of Turkey’s and the world’s most extensive underground-
structure research projects, encompassing 46 Byzantine rock-cut churches, 39
underground cities, ten Assyrian tin mines, three underground aqueducts, and
six different cliff settlements.
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Fig. 1. Location map showing Kayseri Province (after Google Maps; adapted by A. Yamag).
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Fig. 2. Underground cities of Kayseri explored and surveyed by the OBRUK Cave Research
Group (after Google Maps, adapted by A. Yamag).
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2. Underground Cities and Structures of Kayseri

The 39 underground cities explored, researched, and surveyed by the Kayseri
Underground Structures Inventory Project produced at least three remarkable
observations, ‘The first is that at least six or seven have uncannily similar
architecture, so much so that we joked that the same architect must have worked
in all of these various locations. The second observation is the exact opposite:
some underground cities are unique, idiosyncratic, and unparalleled in the region
of Kayseri and Cappadocia as a whole. Notable examples include Ali Dagy, Ali
Saip Paga, Belagast No. 2, Harman Yeri, and Otedere No. 1. The third and last
observation is that, although widely perceived as underground defense systems,
some subterranean complexes were produced with other purposes in mind (e.g.,
Kuruképrii, Tombak, and Sahmelik Western Rock Settlement).

To illustrate the diversity and peculiarity of the rock-cut structures at Kayseri,
I review below a selection of 16 underground structures.

2.1. Biiyiik Biiriingiiz Underground City (Figs. 3, 4)

The village of Biiyiik Biirtingiiz is located 22 km east of Kayseri (Fig. 2:23) on
the fringes of the Koramaz Valley. It has always been the largest settlement in the
valley and, according to the Ottoman records, comprised 99 houses in 1500 CE
(Inbast 1993). Unlike the other villages in the area, no rock-cut structures or cliff
settlements were observed around Biiyiik Biirtingiiz. However, in the course of
our visits to the village, we were made aware of an underground city that can be
accessed through the house gardens.

Our exploration of the Biyuk Buriingiz Underground City began from
a subterranean storage room entered from a house garden still inhabited
today (Entrance No. 1). It begins with a stone-carved tunnel leading to eight
storage rooms (Fig. 3), beyond which is the main underground city (Fig. 4).
Interestingly, a millstone door installed in the first room blocks movement from
the deeper tunnel, suggesting that, originally, this was the component being
defended. The second room had a double millstone door that could work both
ways: towards the first room and the entrance or towards the inner part of the
underground system.
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Fig. 3. Buyiik Birlngiiz underground city, the tunnels and chambers just after Entrance Ne.1
(Photo by A.E.Keskin).

e0Y0K BORONGUZ UNDERGROUND CITY
Biyuk Buringiz, Melikgazl, Kayser
Ali Yamag, Bilgin Yazik (November 2018)
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Fig. 4. Plan of Biiyiik Biirtingliz unde rground city (Drawn by A. Yamag and B. Yazlik).
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The defense mechanism facing the inner tunnels suggests that they connect
with other houses. The second room (the one with the double millstone door)
was probably a redoubt against enemies coming from both directions. This
redoubt is at variance with patterns observed elsewhere in Cappadocia, where
redoubts are regularly positioned at systems’ deep extremities. The underground
city of Biiyiik Biirlingiiz constitutes the first instance of a redoubt recorded at
the beginning of a tunnel.

Later, we found another entrance nearby (Entrance No. 2) that leads into
a complex of four interconnected rooms. A 41 m-long tunnel heads from
the complex south. One millstone door defended it against intrusions from
the entrance, while two other millstone doors protected the rooms against
encroachments from the inner tunnels. A second 54 m-long tunnel continues
from the complex west. Near its end is a millstone door; it is the largest
encountered in the entire Kayseri region: 1.85 m in diameter and 0.4 m thick.

Initially, we thought that beneath Biiyilk Biiriingliz were two different
underground cities: one 701 m long and the other 572 m long. However, after
discovering two more entrances and acquiring enough spatial anchors for the
plans, we realized that these underground cities were connected, intersecting at
a specific point. This location was blocked with rubble, which we subsequently
cleared. Thus, the Biiyiik Biirtingliz underground defense system is, in total,
1,273 m long (Fig.4) and has 27 millstone doors, rendering it the longest and
most elaborately defended underground city presently known in the Kayseri
province. Notwithstanding, 23 blocked tunnels in this system indicate that
the mapped and studied sections are but a fraction of the entire system that
probably extends under the entire village.

2.2, Mimar Sinan Underground City (Figs. 5, 6)

Mimar Sinan (Sinan the Architect) is the most celebrated architect of the Ottoman
Empire. He is responsible for ca. 400 buildings of historical and cultural value,
the largest number attributed to any single architect, and, of these, 196 still stand
today (Akin and Crane 2006). At the age of 70, Sinan had finished constructing
the Siileymaniye Mosque in the name of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.
Located in Istanbul, on a hill overlooking the Golden Horn, this building is one of
the most emblematic structures of the Ottoman Empire. Next, he built Selimiye
Mosque in Edirne in the name of Sultan Selim II. This mosque is considered
his most outstanding achievement and is today included among the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, along with the bridge he constructed over the Drina River,
Bosnia (Kuban 2011).
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This extraordinary artist, who lived during the reign of four Ottoman sultans
and built structures for three, was born in the Agirnas village in 1489 CE (Akin
and Crane 2006; Necipoglu 2011). The house where Sinan was born was restored
and turned into a museum. Under it, an impressive and complex two-leveled
underground city was discovered. Subsequently, several parts of this city were
cleared under Prof. Metin Sézen (2004) and opened to the public. During these
operations, it became apparent that the underground city covered the entire
village, tying many houses together through an intricate web of underground
structures. However, many homeowners have blocked these tunnels to prevent
access into their homes from below.

The complex below Mimar Sinan’s house is a double-story system covering
a total area of 1,850 m2. It consists of four separate units, but it is evident they
were once components of a single system. Four millstone doors, three of which
were found in situ (Fig. 5), indicate that, through at least part of its history, the
complex served a defensive purpose and is centuries old. Two of the millstone
doors are gigantic, even according to Cappadocian standards, measuring 140
cm and 155 cm in diameter.

Fig. 5. A millstone in Unit 4 of Mimar Sinan Underground City (Photo by C. Cankinl).

The fourseparate units we findin Mimar Sinan Underground Citytoday (Fig. 6)
are a consequence of structural changes introduced after defense concerns
abated. Unit 1 is located under the museum house and can be accessed through
a Iarge room with a barrel vault roof, probably among the oldest structures in
Agirnas Village, dating from the middle ages (Sozen 1988). This unit stretches
east under different rooms and neighboring houses to the east. Unit 2 is a
small storage area accessed from under the stairs in the main museum building,
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Depressions in the main room’s floor, where jars were placed, indicate this
structure’s primary purpose. Unit 3 is a stand-alone storage area accessed from
a narrow street beside the main building. Although it may have initially served
as a living space connected with other underground structures, this function
was evidently lost centuries ago when it was converted into a warehouse. Lastly,
Unit 4 is the largest and most significant of the four—the one beneath Mimar
Sinan’s house. Its entrance is at the end of the same street mentioned above. It
includes a room with a barrel-vaulted roof and furnaces south of the entrance,
presumably an iron foundry. Via a narrow tunnel, the underground complex
extends under other houses. The last chamber to the east was clogged with
rubble stones. Some of the complex’s deeper parts have not yet been cleared,
while others are still being used by residents of neighboring houses.

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUND CITY
Agitas - Kayser - Turkey
Survey: E Tok, E. Gill, C. Cankinh, A. Yamac (Feb, 2015)
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Fig. 6. Plan of Mimar Sinan underground city (Drawn by E. Tok, E. Gilli, C. Cankirih, and A. Yamag).
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Later, we found additional parts of this once unified underground city under
three more houses; they were blocked or featured closed tunnels. One of them
had double millstone doors, and in another, ca. 450 m northeast of the Mimar
Sinan underground city, three blocked tunnels were recorded. Therefore, we
think that the Mimar Sinan underground city originally constituted an enormous
underground defense complex that covered the entire village of Agirnas, as was
apparently the case in Biiyiik Biiriingiiz as well (Yamag and Tok 2015a).

2.3, Agirnas Underground City (Figs. 7, 8)

Our expedition conducted the first comprehensive exploration and survey of
this subterranean defense system, located 200 m south of Agirnas (Fig. 2:8). Tt
includes a large, carefully-hewn chamber, 24 x 4 m, accessed from the east (Fig. 7).
Another entrance on the chamber’s northeast was blocked, but the millstone
door is still in place. The underground city’s main tunnel is 60 m long; it extends
southeast and adjoins 11 exceptionally large rooms (Fig. 8). A second blocked
door is located near the tunnel’s middle, and another big chamber with two
adjoining rooms is located at the underground city’s southeastern end. This
chamber measures 11 x § m, manifests excellent artistry, and has an entrance
from the northeast. Intercs.ting]y. it also has a millstone door that closes off the
underground city’s main tunnel (Fig. 8).

Fig. 7. One of the large chambers of Agirnas underground city (Photo by C. Cankarili).
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AGIRNAS UNDERGROUND CITY
Agimas - Melikgazi - Kayseri
Drawn: E. Tok, C. Cankirilh (July 2017)
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Fig, 8. Plan of Agirnas underground city (Drawn by E. Tok and C. Cankirili).

As noted above, for the Mimar Sinan underground city, an expansive
subterranean complex extends beneath the entire village of Agirnas. In this vein,
the existence of a distinct underground city no more than 200 m away seems
unlikely. Perhaps, a thousand years ago, another small settlement stood at this
location, and its residents excavated their own defense system. On the other
hand, however, it is improbable that a settlement located so close to the village
would have disappeared completely.

Alternatively, the Agirnas underground city may have operated as a religious
complex independent of the village. Several unparalleled elements support this
second theory. Firstly, there is a church at the entrance to the underground city,
similar to the one in St. Mercurius (Yamag, Tok, and Filikci 2014). Secondly,
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a refectory is installed behind this church, including a rock-carved table and
benches. Refectories of this sort, named trapeza (plural trapezai), are familiar
Byzantine architectural features encountered in numerous rock-cut monasteries
(Lucas 2003; Ousterhout 2010; Oztiirk 2012). Lastly, a circular hall opposite
the trapeza is likely to have operated as a kitchen: It is 5.5 m in diameter, has a
high ceiling, a massive chimney, and a fireplace.

Thus, insofar as these elements constitute a refectory and a kitchen and noting
the considerable size of many chambers, this underground city is probably best
understood as a religious settlement and even a monastery.

2.4, Belagas: Underground City No. 2 (Figs. 9, 10)

Belagasi is the old Armenian village of Gesi on the outskirts of Otedere Valley. It
was founded in the 1600s and was part of the old Koramaz District. We surveyed
and mapped a total of 28 abandoned rock-cut dwellings in this village. Some of
them have 6-7 rooms. Two of the rock-cut dwellings in this village are connected
to two different and long underground cities.

The system labeled Belagasi underground city no. 2 is accessed through the
rear wall of a 12 x 9 m, rubble-filled rock-cut dwelling. Although there is no
millstone door in the tunnel today, the door shaft on the wall is still observable.
This rock-cut complex has a total of 52 rooms, most of them less than 1-2 m2
in area, arranged in a unique maze-like pattern to the right and left of the main
tunnel (Fig. 10). Contrary to its moderate dimensions, Belagasi is one of the
underground cities with most rooms in Anatolia, including the impressive
Derinkuyu and Kaymakli underground cities (Bixio 2012: 85-98). Although
some of the rooms may have constituted storage areas, the existence of so many
of them in a village that has only 28 cave houses and another underground city
nearby is still inexplicable.
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Fig. 9. Some of Belagas: Underground City No. 2's 52 small rooms, of which most are 1-2 m2
(Photo by A.E. Keskin).

- - BELAGAS| UNDERGROUND CITY NO2
g Belagasi, Gesi, Kayseri, Turkey
A E. Keskin, E. Tok {June 2014)
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Fig. 10. Plan of Belagasi Underground City No. 2 (Drawn by A E. Keskin and E. Tok).
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2.5. Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 (Figs. 11,12)

The valley extending south of Belagasi village, 7 km east of Kayseri, is known
as Otedere Valley. While unsettled today, two underground cities have been
recorded there. The complex labeled Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 is
located on a steep rocky wall and is described by the locals as a lepers’ hospital
(Fig. 2:4). While it has many rooms with broad windows facing the valley, it also
has substantial stone walls, 4-S m high (Fig. 11).

Fig. 11. Facade of Otedere Valley Underground City No.1. Note high walls at the upper right
corner (Photo by A. Yamag).

Even if the high stone walls are not defensive, the inner tunnels and two large
millstone doors indicate that the complex’s initial purpose was not to serve as a
lepers hospital. Afterthe entranceroom, twotunnelsbrancheastandwest (Fig. 12).
The eastern tunnel has a millstone door at its entrance and is blocked with
debris 3 m in. The western tunnel has a millstone door 3.5 m in; this millstone
is 1.2 m in diameter and 0.26 m thick. Here, the system has a small northern
branch consisting of several rooms with windows facing the valley. Another
tunnel leads east through a 43° incline and staircase to a chamber on an upper
level, whose facade is completely open to the valley.
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OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY NO 1
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Fig. 12. Plan of Otedere Valley Underground City No. 1 (Drawn by A Yamag).

This complex is unlike any other. Rooms open to the valley and broad
windows imply that this rock-cut system was a place of habitation. However,
underground passages, millstone doors, and a large windowless chamber on the
lowest floor, descended by rock-cut stairs, suggest otherwise. Considered as a
whole, perhaps this complex is best understood as an unfinished underground
city that was later converted into a rock-cut settlement.

2.6. Doganh “Forty Steps” Underground City (Figs. 13, 14)

While widely discussed (Bixio 2012; Giilyaz and Yenipmar 2007; Yorikoglu
1989), we are the first to offer a detailed survey and map of Doganli Underground
City. One of its most distinguishing features is its position on an empty plateau,
2 km from the nearest settlement—Doganh Village. This is a curious situation:
It is unlikely that, at times of crisis, the village’s inhabitants would have sought
refuge 2 km away. A more probable explanation is that an old settlement used to
occupy the plateau, but no remains are left today.

Another oddity of Doganl is its main chamber (Fig.13). Accessed through
a carved 38%inclined staircase, this chamber is 500 m* in size and supported by
15 rock-cut columns, constituting the largest underground chamber recorded to
date. Its closest parallels in Cappadocia are Kemer Oren (400 m*) and Derinkuyu
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(300 m?), both thought to have been used as churches (Bixio 2012: 97).
Furthermore, the chamber has 14 rock-carved cells separated by thin walls
along its north and east sides. It is also equipped with a cistern, 3x2x2 m,
containing perfectly clean water, a remarkable testimony of ancient architectural
and engineering skills. Why Doganh Underground City would have needed
a 500 m* chamber is a mystery.

Fig. 13. The main chamber of Doganli Underground City (Photo by A. Yamag).

From the chamber, the subterranean system branches in three directions:
east, north, and south (Fig. 14). The eastern branch consists of a tunnel blocked
by debris. The northern branch comprises a 74 m-long tunnel blocked with
debris. However, this northern branch has an additional limb leading up to the
surface through a large room. The southern branch exits from the beginning of
the stairs in the main entrance. It consists of a tunnel, four relatively large rooms,
several small rooms, and a chapel. One of the small rooms had a collapsed ceiling
that provided access to the surface. The chapel is located on the cast side of the
branch; it is tiny, 3 X 2 m, and seems to have never been reused. Apparently,
all tunnel connections reaching the surface were protected by millstone doors.
Although some of them are no longer in place, their presence is indicated by
operation rooms that opened and closed the millstone doors and millstone
door slots in the tunnel walls.
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DOGANLI UNDERGROUND CITY
38*1027.09°N 35° 53163 E

Doganl, Yegilhisar, Kayseri
Survey: Ezgi Tok, Ali Yamag (July 2014)
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Fig. 14. Plan of Doganl Underground City (Drawn by E. Tok and A. Yamag).
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2.7. Talasira Underground City (Figs. 15-17)

Talasira is smaller than most underground cities. However, located on a plain
between the villages of Glizelkéy and Giirpinar, 15 km east of Kayseri (Fig. 2:10),
it epitomizes the architectural appropriation of a small-scale natural formation
for social needs. It capitalizes on an isolated tuff outcrop, 300 m in diameter, in
an otherwise flat alluvial plain. The miners kept away from the outcrop’s weaker
and fractured parts in the west and focused on its southeastern section instead.
Notably, the roofs of several rooms in the south collapsed and were subsequently
converted into barns, perhaps long after they went out of their initial use,

The chamber on the northeastern side of the complex, located ca. 16 m north
of the complex’s center, is likely to have been part of the original system (Fig. 17).
The site’s northern part is completely destroyed by collapse. Two more tunnels
offer access from this area; both have millstone doors and operation rooms. The
city’s middle section has another entrance also equipped with a millstone and
an operation room. Altogether, 12 chambers were surveyed, almost all of which
are equipped with silos.

Fig. 15. A millstone at Talasira Und ::rgmund City (Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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Fig. 16. A rock-cut Jwening at the entrance to Talasira Undl:rs:mund City (Photo by A.E. Keskin).

TALASIRA UNDERGROUND CITY
Glzelkdy - Melikgazi - Kayseri - Turkey
38°44'35.26™N, 35°40°485 53°E

Ali Yamag (Apr. 2016)
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Fig. 17. Plan of Talasira Underground City (Drawn by A. Yamag).
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Talasira has peculiarly short and curved tunnels that begin and end in the same
chamber. Similar tunnels were also recorded in the lowest level of Derinkuyu,
and they seem functionally redundant. While they may have served as traps, we
are inclined to consider them a particular quarrying method designed to expand
the chamber by removing the rock block encircled by the tunnel.

Six millstone doors were documented in this small subterranean defense
system. However, only one was in situ in the southeast tunnel. Several cave
dwellings were observed in the area south of the underground city; however,
they were partially collapsed and have been abandoned for a long time. Another
interesting observation is the occurrence of graves south and east of the outcrop.
We identified 22 graves, all looted, but the number is likely to have been higher.

2.8. Kuscagiz Underground City (Figs. 18, 19)

Kugcagiz Underground City is located in a valley, 3 km east of Kugcagiz Village,
Tomarza District (Fig. 2:18), and it is one of the longest underground cities
we have surveyed in the Kayseri region. It is 485 m long and has four difterent
entrances on the side facing the valley. Due to heavy talus, it is impossible to
determine the size of the cliff settlement. However, it is notable that numerous
rock-cut tomb structures are observed in the valley walls, at least some of which
date to the Roman and Byzantine periods, implicating that Kuscagiz was dug in a
distinctly funerary area.

Fig. 18. Surveying a tunnel in Kugcagiz Underground City (Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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From north to south, the underground city is 105 m long, and all four
entrances are protected with millstone doors. The system has ten chambers, of
which some are impressive. For instance, the chamber located after the second
entrance to the north is a level lower than the entrance and measures 13 x 7 m.
Another room in the northern part of the complex has 11 silos and must
have functioned as a storage chamber. Another noteworthy observation is
that while tunnels in the south reached dead-ends, two tunnels leading north
were found blocked with debris. Roman and Byzantine-period ruins on the
surface demonstrate the valley’s archaeological significance, calling for more
comprehensive surveys.

KUSCAGIZ UNDERGROUND CITY

Kuscadiu Vilage - Tomarza - Kayseri

BPAAY N IS TEE

A Yaenag, Exgi Tok, Evic G {Apel 2017
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Fig. 19. Plan of Kugcagz Underground City (Drawn by A. Yamag, E. Tok, and E. Gilli).
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2.9. Eski Pusath Underground City (Figs. 20,21)

Locally known as Old Pusatli Village, this underground city is located on a
plain beside a rocky ridge, 2 km north of Pusath Village in the Tomarza District
(Fig. 2:25). The striking feature of this subterranean complex is that it was
excavated into the flat plain before the cliff instead of into the cliff walls, as is
usually the case. It also demonstrates extraordinary workmanship, including a
digging technique superior to any other noted in Tomarza, even across Kayseri.

Eski Pusath Underground City has two levels. The upper level has four
interconnected chambers and four entrances, only one of which is still accessible.
It comprises a shaft and a narrow inclined tunnel protected by a millstone door
and originates on the lower floor. The lower level has four chambers east of the
entrance and a westbound tunnel leading to four other large chambers. Two
millstone doors defend the tunnel, one of which (3 m from the entrance) has

no OPEI‘.‘lfi on room.

Fig. 20. Surveying in front of a millstone door at Eski Pusath Underground City
(Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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ESKI PUSATLI UNDERGROUND CITY
Pusath Village - Tomarza - Kayseri
Al Yamag (April 2017)
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Fig. 21. Plan of Eski Pusatli Underground City (Drawn by E. Tok and A. Yamag).

2.10. Ali Dag underground city (Figs. 22, 23)

This underground structure is located on the slope of Ali Dagi (Mount Ali),
12 km from the Kayseri city center (Fig. 2:1), and it is an architectural oddity on
all accounts. A preliminary sketch plan was produced by Yériikoglu (Yoriikoglu
1989: 21) but criticized by Bixio (2012: 53): “... the network of tunnels, as seen
from the graphics, appears preposterous and, above all, unjustified. A topographic
survey is expected to ... change the plan”

Two years after Bixio’s critique, we conducted a systematic survey of the site
and found that it consists of two principal branches with a total length of 528
m: an eastern branch and a western branch. The eastern branch comprises long
and winding tunnels that terminate with dead-ends. The western branch is more
claborate and has three principal components, none suitable for refuge at a time
of crisis: a large chamber, a 180 m-long tunnel, and a cistern. It is unclear why a
cistern would require a tunnel of such length. Another notable peculiarity is the
southwest-oriented bifurcation where the tunnel creates a ring, approximately
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mid-way to the cistern. This bifurcation appears to have been abandoned quite
early‘ To the north of I:odayii exist are three small rooms. Tlu:y were built to
serve as a warehouse, a kitchen, anda church, but since then had been converted
into dovecotes with windows opening to the outside.

ALl DAGH UNDERGROUND GITY
Taan

b Vv | Sassary 30

Lengh 538

Fig. 23. Cistern of Ali Dagn Underground City (Photo by A Yamag ).
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2.11. Ali Saip Paga Underground City (Figs. 24, 25)

This underground complex is located in Talas District, Kayseri (Fig. 2:2). It is
open to the public and was undcrgoing restoration when we conducted our
research. It is accessed through the basement of a 19th-century house and
consists of a single 916 m-long tunnel, 60-90 cm wide and 1.5-2.1 m high, with
an abrupt end. Interestingly, the tunnel’s last 50 m features a V-vaulted ceiling, the
like of which was recorded in no other underground city or tunnel. Additionally,
there are some indications of galleries north of the entrance. These, however, are
clogged or collapsed and have not yet been excavated and explored.

If Ali Saip Pasa is indeed an underground city, its main components have
not yet been discovered and should be sought in the clogged galleries near the
entrance. The absence of stone doors and bifurcations in the tunnel suggests it

was intended to serve as an escape tunnel.

Fig. 24. Inside the tunnel of Ali Saip Pasa Underground City (Photo by A. Yamag).
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ALl SAIP PASA UNDERGROUND CITY
Talas, Kayseri

Ezgi Tok (January 2014)

Length: 916 m

e
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Fig. 25. Plan of Ali Saip Paga Underground City (Drawn by E. Tok).

2.12. Kirlangig Valley Underground City (Figs. 26, 27)

Kirlangic Valley Underground City is carved into the western wall of Kirlangig
Valley, one of Kayseri's major natural attractions. It is located on the road from
Kayseri to Erciyes Mountain, ca. 1 km north of the Hisarcik District (Fig. 2:5). It
is extraordina.ry on two accounts: It has a five-story structure, and its entire front
is open to the valley (Fig. 26).

In total, the complex is 505 m long and 56 m high. The upper three floors
are accessible from the slope and are notable for their expansive halls and living
spaces. The fourth floor is reached via a steep flight of stairs, and its rooms are
comparatively small, while the bottom floor has no rooms but only a blocked
tunnel that presumably reached the valley bottom. Perhaps, it connects with a
tunnel observed at the level of the stream.

The absence of millstone doors and the broad windows open to the valley
on most floors suggests that this complex was a settlement, not an underground
city of refuge. However, it is also unlike other rock settlements known in the
Kayseri area: It is relatively difficult to access (reached via a steep slope), its first
hall is large enough to fulfill public functions, and the hall on the floor below is
furnished with six carefully carved adjoining rooms.
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Fig. 26. Entrance of Kirlangi¢ Valley Underground City (Photo by A. Yamag).

KIRLANGIC VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY
HWASHT N WL
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Fig. 27. Plan of Kirlangi Valley underground city (Drawn by E. Tok).
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2.13. Harman Yeri Underground City (Fig. 28)

Throughout Anatolia, from Phrygia in the west to the Urartu Highlands in the
east, one encounters deep cisterns equipped with broad rock-carved staircases.
One such rock-cut cistern located in a small valley to the east of Kayseri's Talas
District was converted with great effort into one of Anatolia’s most architectur:l]ly
distinct underground cities (Fig. 2:21). It consists of two components. The
first is the 32 m-deep cistern and its spacious gallery of stairs, 1.5-2.0 m wide
and 2 m high. The second component consists of a defensive tunnel and chambers
cut from the gallery’s wall and protected with a millstone door. Three additional
small rooms quarried along the gallery leading to the cistern are attributed to this
component, as is the deliberate sealing of the gallery’s main entrance.

HARMAN YERI UNDERGROUND CITY
Harman Yari - Talas - Kaysar U
38040'45.7644 N, 35032'57 6348 E
Ali Yamag (Feb. 2017)

il '
[ £ 10 18 20m o'mag

Fig. 28. Plan of Harman Yeri Underground City (Drawn by A. Yamag).
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2.14. Kuruképrii Underground Structure (Figs. 29-31)

Kurukdpri (Dry Bridge) in Talas District takes its name from the aqueduct
located next to the district’s main road (Fig. 2:16). It is widely believed that both
before the aqueduct was built and after it went out of use, water was carried to
ancient Kayseri by underground channels, although none have been identified
to date. Either way, this basaltic area features one of the most interesting and
strange underground structures in all of Turkey. It consists of a north-south
oriented tunnel, 265 m long, 0.7 m wide, and 1.4 m high (Fig. 29). It is accessible
from two locations, both extremities terminate in a cul-de-sac, six bifurcations
branch from the tunnel westward (four are blocked), and no defensive doors
have been observed. Interestingly, another parallel channel was detected due to
local subsidences or breaks in the wall (Fig. 30). While this second channel is too
narrow to be surveyed, it seems natural, extending both north and south beyond
the artificial tunnel.

KURUKOPRU UNDERGROUND STRUCTURE
L 0 Mash. - Taloes - K, J

Mfsw. :sﬂam.;em

A Yamag, Exgl Tok (0c. 20416}

Fig. 29. Plan of Kuruképrii Underground Structure (Drawn by A. Yamag).
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Fig. 30. Natural waterway parallel to Kuruképrii Underground Structure
(Photo by A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 31. Artificial tunnel of Kurukoprii Undl:rgmund Structure (Photo by A.E. Keskin).
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2.15. $ahmelik Western Rock Settlement (Figs. 32, 33)
Sahmelik Valley is located ca. 2 km north of $ahmelik Village in Develi (Fig. 2:22);

itenjoys comparative]y broad beds of arable land and has rock settlements carved
in its steep walls. The most impressive of these settlements is probably the one
we labeled the Western Rock Settlement, excavated into the valley’s northwest
wall. The entrance is 7 m up the cliff wall, and hand and foot recesses for climbing
are visible (Fig. 32). The entrance opens onto a 65 m2 hall consisting of four
parts. The complex extends southwest, featuring a sequence of three relatively
large rooms and three ancillary chambers. From the middle room, an 18 m-long
tunnel branches to the northwest leading to a 12 m2 space with a silo in its north
corner and a small indeterminate rock-carved feature in the south corner. Given
the absence of windows or other means of ventilation, it is safe to reject the
hypothesis that this feature was a hearth; alternatively, we may cautiously suggest
it may have been a toilet. While this complex resembles other rock-cut dwellings,
its relatively high position above the valley floor and the deep isolated room at the
end of a long tunnel constitute notable exceptions. Perhaps, this was a station for
a military garrison.

Fig. 32. View of Sahmelik Valley Western Rock Settlement’s facade (Photo by A. Yamag).
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SAHMELIK VALLEY WEST CLIFF SETTLEME

Fig. 33. Plan of $ahmelik Valley Western Rock Settlement (Drawn by A. Yamag).

2.16. Tombak Cliff Settlement (Figs. 34, 35)

One km east of Tombak Village, a dense rock-cut settlement is observed in a
rugged escarpment (Fig. 2:26). Most elements are houses and barns, while others
are apparently silos and cisterns, suggesting this may have been where Tombak
Village had begun. Among these components, occupying the lowest portion of
the rocky wall, is an extraordinary two-level, seven-room structure known as
the Tombak Castle. Out of the back wall of one of Tombak Castle’s upper-level
rooms extends a winding and descending northbound tunnel, 0.65-0.80 m wide
and 89 m long. The elevation difference between the tunnel’s ends is 6.5 m, and
steps were installed in some sections to facilitate the passage.

Interestingly, although definitively dug for defensive purposes, no millstone
doors, operation rooms, or traps were noted. Near its farther end, the tunnel
transitions from the soft tuff rock formation to a relatively hard andesite breccia.
At its end, the tunnel opens onto a room dug into the hard breccia. It is more
than 100 m2 and has an irregular plan. Two columns support its ceiling, and
two large silos are carved into the floor. In a large depression in the room’s north
wall, a blocked tunnel was recorded.
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Fig. 34. General view of Tombak cliff settlement’s facade (Photo by A. Yamag).
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Fig. 35. Plan of Tombak cliff settlement (Drawn by A. Yamag).
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3. Discussion

While we stated in the introduction that all underground cities in Cappadocia
were dug by local Christians between the 7th and 11th centuries CE for defense
purposes, this is but an estimate based on limited data: the occasional engraved
cross, several churches, and a handful of Byzantine pottery sherds. Since these
structures are hidden defense shelters, historical evidence is naturally wanting,
and alternative hypotheses arguing for much earlier inception dates are expected.

One such hypothesis was forwarded by Urban, one of the first researchers of
underground cities in the region. He proposed that these defensive structures
in Cappadocia date back to the 8th-7th centuries BCE (Urban 1973a; 1973b;
1973c). At this time, Cappadocia was a buffer zone between the Phrygian and
Assyrian kingdoms. In principle, it was under Tabal rule, which was subservient
to the Phrygian Kingdom. However, it is known that as Assyrian pressure
mounted on the borders, Tabal kings would switch sides from time to time.
Additionally, the Assyrians attacked Cappadocia on several occasionsin 718 BCE
and following years. Notably, the geopolitical strains on Cappadocia persisted
also after the fall of the Assyrian Kingdom in 612 BCE, after which a conflict
broke out between the Med and Lydia kingdoms (590-585 BCE; Sevin 1998).
Recently, several studies voiced support for Urban’s hypothesis, arguing that it
cannot be ignored (Mora et al. 2020).

Another hypothesis dates the underground systems back to the 9th-8th
centuries BCE, noting the proximity of Neo-Hittite inscriptions in Topada,
Karaburna, and Sivasa to specific defense structures and their reference to
military operations. According to this theory, the underground cities and refuges
were dug by the region’s Neo-Hittite residents for military and defense purposes
(Mora et al. 2017; 2020).

Strictly speaking, any choice between the competing theories on the
emergence of these defense structures must be firmly anchored in archaeological
evidence. Unfortunately, for now, positive archacological evidence only consists
of crosses engraved on walls, churches, and a few Byzantine pottery sherds.
Therefore, we provisionally argue that the underground cities are best dated to
the Byzantine Empire between the 7th and 11th centuries CE.
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4. Conclusion

Our ongoing research has effectively demonstrated the exceptional and often
overwhelming diversity of the Cappadocian underground defense systems. It
also underscored the architectural creativity and resourcefulness of the region’s
inhabitants. As monuments to a region’s 400-year struggle for survival against
repeated raids, Cappadocia’s intricate subterranean systems embody humanist
values beyond history and archaeology and, therefore, must be protected.
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ayseri Blyliksehir Belediyesi OMAG ve
~ GEKUL Vakfi ile birlikte, liclu bir protokole

bagl olarak ytritulen bu proje, Kayseri'de

bulunan tim yeralt yapilanni aragtirmay, olcup
haritalamayi, fotograflayarak belgelemeyi iceriyor.

Sekiz yildir sirmekte olan “Kayseri Yeralti Yapilar
Envanteri Projesi” bugiin geldigi noktada; ilk defa
arastinlip dlciilen ve haritalanip raporlanan 39
yeralti sehri, 47 kaya kilisesi, 3 yeralti su yapisi,
10 maden ocagi ve 6 kaya yerlesimi ile degil
Tirkiye'nin, dinyanin en blylik yeralti yapilari

aragtirma projelerinden biri olarak saygin bir

yere sahiptir.

Bu calismanin; raporlarda bahsi gecen tim bu
yapilar icinde heniiz tescil edilmemislerin de
mimkiin olan en yakin stirede tescil edilerek daha
kapsamii bir sekilde korunmasi, onemli yapilara farkl
kullanim amaclari saglanarak degerlendirilmeleri
ve bu sekilde gelecek kusaklara kazandinlmalari
icin bir baslangic olmasini diliyoruz.
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