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TAKDIM

Sehir sadece bugtinii ve icinde yasadigimiz mekani ile
5 degil, ayni zamanda diind, yarini ve bagrinda besledigi
insani ile bu insanlarin hikayeleri ile de sehirdir. Sehir
goriinen yiizii ile degil goriinmeyen yani ile de sehirdir. Bir
sehre kimligini, (izerinde tasidig1 degerler kadar, altinda
sakladigi degerler de verir. S6z konusu degerler belki de
sehrin suuraltidir. Bunun igindir ki sehrin Gstii gibi alti
da sehrin tarihine, sanatina, kiiltiiriine, hafizasina aittir.
Kayserimiz Tiirkiye'nin en cok yeralti sehirlerine sahip
mekanlarinin basinda gelir. Sehirlerin tarihi yazilirken
sadece yerin Ustiine degil yerin altina
da bakmamiz gerekir. Kayseri alt tarafi
da sehir olan kadim bir mekandir.

Kiiltepe-Kanis basta olmak tizere, Kapa-
dokya ve yakin cevresinin énemli bir
kismi Kayseri sinirlari icerisindedir.
Tarihin yasandigi ve yazildigi mekanlar
olanilimiz sinirlari, yer {istii ve yer alti
tarihiile birlikte ele alindiginda anlamli
hale gelir. Yerin alti dini sembolizmde
nasil bir hasilanin ortaya serildigi yer
ise, tarihi anlamda da gecmisimizin,
sanatsal ve kiltiirel anlamimizin sakh
oldugu yerdir. Bu anlamda yerin altin-
daki kiltiirel birikim yerin iistiine zenginlik katacak, ona
glic verecek ve gelecek tasarimini daha saglikli, kalici
yapacaktir.

Sehirlesmenin getirdigi giiclikler basta olmak Uzere,
tarihe sadece cikar amacl bakan bazi insanlarin, tarihi
eserlerimizle ilgili yaptigi tahribata benzer bir yikim
maalesef yeralti sehirlerimizle ilgili de yapilmaktadir.
Dolayisiyla yerin {istiinde yasadigimiz sehirle ilgili planlar
yaparken, yeralti sehirlerimizi de géz ardi etmememiz
gerekiyor. Hatta sehir planlamasinda artik yer stii yer
alti, bugiin ge¢mis ayriminiyapmadan planlamalar yapmak
zorunlu hale gelmistir. Tarihteki streklilik bunu gerekli
kilmaktadir. Artik sehirler sadece cagdas goriiniimleriile
degil, gecmisten getirdigi birikimleri ile daha da anlaml
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ve 6nemli hale gelmektedir. Ge¢mis ile bugiinii terkip
yapmanin zorunlulugu ve ilk sarti, yeralti sehirlerimizle
icinde yasadigimiz sehirlerimizi terkip etmekten geciyor.

iste tam da bu suurla Kayseri Bilyiiksehir Belediyesi olarak
sehrimizin yer alti yapilasmasini giin yiiziine ¢ikarmak ve
insanimizin ve turizm ekonomisinin hizmetine sunmak
istiyoruz. Bu amacla yogun bir calismaya girdik ve 6nemli
biitceler ayirdik. Kayseri ve cevresindeki yeralti sehirlerinin
hizli yapilasma ve kacak kazilarin kurbani olmamasi icin,
bitiin yeralti sehirlerinin tespitinin
yapilmasini ve envanterinin ¢ikariimasini
kararlastirdik. Bunun ilk ve 6nemli adimi
olarak da s6z konusu mimari yapinin
haritalanmasi ve cografi bilgi sistemleri
aracihgiyla konumlandiriimasinin yani
sira yerlestigi jeolojik birimin ilgili yer
bilimi disiplinleri acisindan incelenmesi
ve bolge tarihi ile iliskilendirilmesini
hedefledik. Sonug olarak; en az yer
tstil kadar 6nemli ve degerli bir yer
alti birikimine sahip olan Kayseri'nin
bu tarihsel mirasinin en kisa siirede
belgelenmesi, kayitlara gecirilmesi ve
tiim degerleri ile bir biitiin halinde
korunmaya alinmasini dnceledik. Bu baglamda OBRUK
Magara Arastirma Grubu ve CEKUL (Cevre ve Kiiltiir Deger-
lerini Koruma ve Tanitma Vakfi) ile birlikte calismalara
basladik. Ortaya gercekten de bugiinti anlamli kilacak,
bugiine 1sik tutacak sonuclar ortaya ¢ikti.

Kayseri sadece Kapadokya'nin degil, insanlik ve Anadolu
tarihinin 6nemli bir kisminin yazildigi ve yasandigi mer-
kezdir. iste yayinladigimiz envanterler bu biling, amag,
caba ve gayretin sonucudur. Bu calismalar ve eserler
gelecegimiz acisindan gecmisten gelen rehberimiz ve
1sigimiz, sehircilik bakimindan yol haritalarimizdir.

Diinii bilmek gelecegi bilmektir. Ge¢cmisi unutmamak,
gelecegi giivenle yasamaktir...

MUSTAFA CELiK
KAYSERI BUYUKSEHIR BELEDIYE BASKANI



Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Envanteri
IKINCI ARA RAPOR

AMAC

2 6 Ekim 2014 tarihinde yayimlanan “Birinci Ara

Rapor”dadayazdigimiz gibi; bu projenin temel
amaci, Kayseriilinde bulunanve bubolgenin tarihsel
gecmisi ve kiiltiirii i¢in son derece onemli olan, ote
yandan, kacak kazilarla veya artarak devam eden
insaatlarla hizla yok edilen eski kaya yerlesimlerinin
ve yeralt1 yapilarinin daha fazla gecikmeden arasti-
rilmasi, belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve kapsamh
bir envanterinin hazirlanmasidir.

Her ne kadar giiniimiizde “Kapadokya” olarak tani-
nan bolge Tiirkiye'nin Nevsehir - Urgiip - Géreme
ticgeninde yer almakta ise de, antik ¢caglarda Kapa-
dokya'nin bagkenti bugiin Kayseri olarak bilinen antik
Caeserae sehriidi. Bugiinkii turistik Kapadokya'nin
70 km dogusunda bulunan Kayseri giiniimiizden
10 milyon y1l 6nce baslayan yogun volkanik aktivi-
teden aynen komsusu Nevsehir gibi etkilenmisti.
Bu donemde piiskiirmeye baglayan ve sadece bu
bolgedeki sayilar1 70 civarinda olan yanardaglar
Kayseri ve civarina 200 metre kalinliginda tiif ve
ignimbrit yigmislardi. Nevsehir- Urgiip - Goreme
iicgeninde oldugu gibi antik Caeserae’da da bu
volkanik tiif yorede yasayan insanlar tarafindan

kazilmisg, kayalarin icine meskenler, kiliseler ve
korunma amagl yeralt: sehirleri inga edilmisti.

Ote yandan; Urgiip - Goreme gibi Kapadokya'nin
daha ¢ok bilinen turistik yorelerinden farkl olarak
Kayseri'nin kaya yapilari ve yeralt1 sehirleri daha
once arastirilmamistir. Halbuki, bu bolgede bulu-
nan kaya ve yeralti yerlesimlerinin biiyiik bir kismi
mimari agidan Kapadokya'nin diger kisimlarnyla
rekabet edebilecek kalite ve giizelliktedir.

Tarafimizdan yapilan ¢alisma; temel olarak, Kay-
seri ilinde bulunan bu kaya ve yeralt:1 yapilarinin
tespit edilmesi, 6lciilmesi, haritalanmasi ve ylizey
haritasi iizerine vektdrel olarak islenmesinin yani
sira detayli1 olarak tanimlanmasidir.

Bu ¢alismanin; raporlarimizda bahsi gecen tiim
butarihsel degere sahip yapilaricinde heniiz tescil
edilmemislerin de tescil edilerek daha kapsaml
bir sekilde korunmasi, nemli yapilara farkl kul-
lanim amaglari saglanarak degerlendirilmeleri ve
bu sekilde gelecek kusaklara kazandirilmalariigin
bir baglangic¢ olmasini diliyoruz.



T irkiye'nin en uzun ve en derin magaralarinda
calisan az sayida magaracinin bir araya geldigi
grubumuz, bu faaliyetlerinin yani sira uzun soluklu
yeralt1 yapilar: projeleriyle de taninmistir (Ek 1.
Galismalarimizi Gosteren Harita). Yeralti yapilarina
yonelik ¢alismalarimizin ilki, Dr. Cigdem Aygiin
yonetimindeki bir proje kapsaminda Ayasofya ve
Topkap1 Saray1 yeralt: yapilarinin aragtirilmasi, 6lgii-
liip haritalanmasi projesi idi. Biiyiik tarihsel oneme
sahip bu yapilarin, uzman magaracilar tarafindan
yapiya hicbir zarar vermeksizin ve yer yer dikey
magaracilik teknikleri de kullanilarak arastirilmasi
acgisindan bu calisma onemli bir doniim noktasi
olarak kabul edilebilir. Bu proje kapsaminda Istan-
bul'un “Tarihi Yarimada” olarak bilinen bolgesinde
32 sarnig ol¢iiliip haritalanmis ve, ¢cogu Ayasofya
altinda, toplam uzunlugu 2.000 m'ye ulasan tiinel
ve kanal kesfedilip arastirilmistir.

Bu proje ve ardindan, Hasankeyfyeralti yapilarinda
siirdiirdigiimiiz diger bir calisma ikiayri1 kongrede
teblig olarak sunuldu ve ATLAS Dergisi'nin farkl
sayilarinda yayimlandi.

Ocak 2012 tarihinde CEKUL Vakfi ve Gaziantep
Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi ile birlikte Gaziantep'te
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yeralt1 yapilarinin arastirilmasi, haritalanmasi ve
envanterlenmesi projesine baslanilmigtir. Yakla-
sik bir yil siiren bu ¢alisma sirasinda Gaziantep
sehrinin icinde ve yakin civarinda 46 yeralti yapisi
arastirilmigtir. Bu ¢aligma sirasinda 90.000 m?yiiz
olciimiine sahip Asri Mezarlik Magaralar gibi cok
onemli yeralt1 yapilarinin yani sira, Gaziantep igin
tarihsel degeri biiyiik olan su kanallar ve kastel
denilen yeralt1 su kullanim mekanlar1 detayl bir
sekilde 6l¢iilmiis, haritalanmig ve envanterlenmisgtir.

Bu ¢alismalar devam ederken Urfa batisinda, Hal-
feti'den Glimiiskaya Koyii'ne dek Firat Nehri kena-
rinda yer alan kaya yerlesimlerinin envanterlenmesi
projesini de stirdiirmekte idik. Hala devam etmekte
olanbu ¢aligma sirasinda bolgede yer alan yiizlerce
kaya yerlesimi tek tek arastirilmakta, dl¢tilmekte
ve haritalanip envanterlenmektedir.

Bu calismalarimiz sirasinda Nevsehir Miize Miidiirii
Murat Giilyaz'in talebi {izerine bu bolgede bulunan
Derinkuyu, Mazikoy, Tatlarin, Avanos, Golgolive Aziz
Mercurius yeralti sehirlerini de 6l¢iip haritaladik.
Yapay magaralarla ilgili tiim bu ¢alismalarimiz
bir¢ok ulusal ve uluslararasi kongrede teblig olarak
sunuldu ve farkli dergilerde yayimlandi..






KAYSERI YERALTI YAPILARI PROJESI

2 -29 Aralik 2013 tarihinde Kayseri sehri ve

civarinda yapilan 6n arastirmanin ardindan
CEKUL Vakfi Kayseri Koordinatorii Prof. Osman
Ozsoy ve Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi ile yapilan
goriismeler sonucunda bolgenin yeralt1 yapilarinin
arastirilmasi, ol¢iiliip haritalanmasi ve envanterlenme-
sine yonelik protokol Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi,
CEKUL Vakfi ve OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu
tarafindan imzalandi (Ek 2: Protokol).

imzalanan bu protokolu takiben 25 Ocak 2014
tarihinde bolgede calismaya baslandi. On arastir-
may1 da dahil edersek, Haziran 2014 tarihine dek
yapilan alt1 farkli aragtirmanin sonuglari 26 Ekim
2014 tarihinde Kayseri'de yapilan “Tarihi Kentler
Toplantisi"nda katilan tiim belediyelere dagitilan
“Birinci Ara Rapor” ile duyuruldu.

Burapor, bu alti calisma sonucunda Kayseri'de bulu-
nan, arastirilan ve haritalanan 14 farkh yeralti ve kaya
yerlesimini iceriyordu (Ek 3: Birinci Ara Rapordaki
Buluntular). Bu ¢aligsmalar sirasinda, daha 6nce

Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Projesi

hi¢bir kaynakta bahsedilmeyen bir¢ok yeni yeralti
sehri kesfedilmis, arastirilmis ve haritalanmaigtir.
Ayrica, Kayseri civarindaki vadilerde bulunan, bir
kismu Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 koruma kurullar:
tarafindan arkeolojik veya kiiltiirel SIT olarak tescil
edilmis ama haritalanmamaig ve incelenmemis bazi
eski kaya yerlesimleri de arastirilmis ve rleveleri
¢izilmigtir.

Haziran 2014’ten sonra gergeklestirdigimiz diger
dort calismamizise (Ek 4: Kayseri Caligmalari) temel
olarak Agirnasilcesinde yogunlasti. Bu yerlesimin
alty; kelimenin tam anlamiyla bir yeralt1 kompleksi
idi. Agirnas’in altinda ve civarinda bulunan bu
yeralt1 yapilarina ek olarak bu yerlesimin 500 m
giineybatisinda, Turan Koyii'ne dek uzanan Akbin
Vadisi'nin duvarlari da kaya yerlesimleriile dolu idi.

Bu, “Ikinci Ara Rapor” temel olarak Agirnas ve
civarinda yapilan ¢alismalarda tespit edilen kaya
yerlesimlerini ve yeralt1 sehirlerini icermektedir.
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MIMAR SINAN YERALTI SEHRI

Adirnas - Kayseri
Gizim: E. Tok, E. Gilli, G. Cankinl, A. Yamag (Ocak 2015)
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AGIRNAS CALISMALARI
MiMAR SINAN YERALTI §EHRi

A girnas'ta, Mimar Sinan'in dogdugu ve bugiin
miize olan evin altinda ¢ok biiyiik bir yeralt
yapisit mevcuttur. Bu evin restorasyonu ve cevre
diizenlemesi 2006-2008 y1llar1 arasinda Prof. Metin
Sozen baskanliginda bir ekip tarafindan gercek-
lestirilmistir. Bu ¢aligma sirasinda evin altinda
bulunan yeralt1 yapilarinin bir kismi da temizlenip
diizenlenerek ziyarete acilmistir. Bu diizenlemeile
yeralti sehrinin sadece Mimar Sinan'in evinin altini
kapsamadig1, Agirnas’ta bulunan tiim eski evlerin
altinin bir ag seklinde yeralt: yapilariyla birbirine
baglioldugu anlagilmistir. Zaman icinde civardaki
bircok ev sahibi, yeraltindan kendi evlerine ulasil-
masini engellemek igin baglanti tiinellerini taslarla
Orerek kapatmiglardir.

Mimar Sinan'in evinin altinda bulunan yeralt1 yap1
kompleksi iki katta toplam 1.850 m? lik bir alana
yayllmistir. Bazi ara baglantilar iptal edildigi i¢in
bugiin Mimar Sinan'nin evinin altinda dort farkl
yeralt1 yapisi mevcuttur ama, ge¢miste bunlarin
tiimiiniin tek bir yap1 oldugu kesindir. Ote yandan,
bugiin bile bu yapilardan birinci ve dordiinciistiniin
diger komsu evlerin altina dek devam etmesi ve
bircok farkli noktadan yeryiiziine ¢ikisinin olmasi,
yluzyillar once Agirnas Koyii'nde ne denli karmasik
bir yeralt1 yap1 kompleksi oldugunun ispati gibidir.
Yapinin, en azindan bir donem, savunma amaciyla
insa edildigi dordiincii yeralti yapisinda iigli in situ,
dort tas kap1 olmasindan bellidir. Giris tiinellerini
kapatmak icin kullanilan ve disaridan agilmasi
miimkiin olmayan bu tas kapilarin ikisi; 140 cm ve
155 cm ¢aplari ile, Kapadokya olciilerinde bile ¢cok
biiyiiktiir. Fakat, zaman i¢inde savunma kaygisi
kalmayan bu yeralt1 yapilari inga amacini yitirmis
ve bilyiik yapisal degisikler gecirmistir.

Miize-evin hemen yaninda bulunan ilk yeralt1 yap1-
sina, tavani tag kemerlerle desteklenen biiyiik bir
odadan girilerek ulasilmaktadir. Hem bu yapinin
bircok yerinde, hem de civar bazi evlerin altinda

Agirnas Calismalan
MiMAR SINAN YERALTI SEHRI

sikca rastlanan bu; besik tonozlu ¢atiya sahip biiyiik
yeralt1 odalari olasilikla kdyiin bu kisminin en eski
yapilarindandir. Bu, ilk yeralt1 yerlesimleri doguya
dogru farkli odalarla devam etmekte ve -planda da
goriildiigii gibi- bazilar1 bugiin taglarla kapatilmig
dehlizlerle komsu evlerin altina uzanmaktadir.

Ana yapinin icinde ve {ist kata ¢ikan merdivenin
altindan ulagilan ikinci yeralt: yapisi iki baglantisi
tasla oriilerek kapatilmais, kii¢iik bir depodur. Bu
ufak yapinin ana odasinda yerde bulunan ve kiiplerin
yerlestirilmesi i¢in oyulmus delikler de bu yapinin
amacini gostermektedir. Bu yapinin iki farkli duvari,
komsu evlere uzanan diger yeralt1 yapilariyla bag-
lantisinin kesilmesi amaciyla, tasla oriilmiistiir.

Anabinaninyan tarafinda, dar bir sokaktan ulasilan
ii¢lincii yeralt1 yapisi da bagimsiz bir diger depo
alanidir. Bu yapinin uzun zaman once diger yeralti
yapilariyla baglantili olarak kullanilan bir yasam
alani olma olasilig1 varsa da, bu fonksiyonunu
yuzyillar once kaybettigi ve depo olarak kullanildig:
goriilmektedir.

Mimar Sinan'in evinin altinda yer alan yeralti yapi-
larinin en biiyiigii ve en onemlisi dordiincii yapidir.
Buyapinin girisinin giineyinde, tavani besik tonozlu
yapinin altinda yer alan ve dokiimhane oldugu
diisiiniilen ocaklar bu yeralt1 yapisinin en azindan bir
donem at6lye olarak kullanildigini gostermektedir.
Dokiimhaneden sonra doguya dogru devam eden
yap1 bir evin icinden ondeki sokaga ¢ikmaktadir.
Bu kisma dek iki katli insa edilmis ve temizlenerek
turizme agilmus olan yapi, bu noktadan sonra kiiciik
birbaglantiile civarda bulunan evlerin altina dogru
devam etmektedir. Yeralti sehrinin bu kisimlari
temizlenmemistir ve, daha ilginci, baz1 yeralt1
yapilar: komsu evlerde yasayanlar tarafindan hala
kullanilmaktadir. Doguya dogru uzanan son galeri
ise hafriyatla tikalidir ve burada bulunan bir diger
tas kap1 yapininilk inga amacini vurgulamaktadir.
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AGIRNAS YERALTI SEHRi
Agirnas - Melikgazi - Kayseri
Cizim: E. Tok, C. Cankirili (Tem. 2017)




AGIRNAS YERALTI SEHRI

A girnas'in girisinde, dogu yamacta yer alan ve 6
yildir turizme agik olan bu yapinin ilk detayl
Olciimii ve haritalanmasi tarafimizdan gercekles-
tirildi. Agirnas’in 200 m kadar giineyinde yer alan
kayalik bir sirta oyularak inga edilmis olan Agirnas
Yeralt1 Sehri, girisinde yer alan ufak kilisesi, erzak
depolari, tas kapilar ve yasam yerleri ile birlikte
tipik bir Kapadokya tarzi savunma yapisi mimari-
sine sahiptir.

Kiliseden hemen ardindaki tiinellerde gozlenen
tas kapilar, kilisenin normal zamanlarda da kulla-
nildigini ispatlamaktadir. Kilisenin dogusundan
ulasilan 24 m uzunluga ve yer yer 4 m genislige sahip
biiyiik salon oldukea etkileyici bir is¢ilige sahiptir.
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Salonun kuzeydogusunda bulunan bir diger giris
iptal edilmistir ama girisi savunmaya yarayan tas
kapi yerinde durmaktadir. Salonun giineydogu-
suna dogru 60 m devam eden ana tiinelde toplam
11 adet yasam yeri /depo odas1 mevcuttur. Bu oda-
larin tiimi, bilinen diger Kapadokya yeralt: sehri
ornekleriyle kargsilastirilamayacak 6l¢iide biiyiik ve
ferahtir. Tiinelin hemen hemen orta kisminda yer
alan ve digariya acilan bir bagka kapi bugiin tasla
oOriilerek iptal edilmistir. Bu giristen 5 m iceride
girisi savunmaya yarayan tas kapi bugiin mevcut
degilse de, bu kapinin bulundugu operasyon odasi
belirgindir. Yeralt: sehrinin glineydogusunda, en
son kisimda bir bagka giris /¢ikis noktasi ve tas kap1
daha mevcuttur.
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MUSTAFA BOZDEMIR YERALTI SEHRI
38%48'55.59" K 35%2'56.24" D

Agdirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Eric Gilli, Cagan Cankirli (Kasim 2014)
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MUSTAFA BOZDEMIR YERALTI SEHRI

girnas'in icinde, Mimar Sinan Evi'nden sadece

100 m uzaklikta yer alan bu yap1 Mustafa Boz-
demir'in evinin altinda yer almaktadir. Ev sahibi
tarafindan temizlenerek turizme agilan, ardindan
Kayseri Koruma Kurulu'nun 30 Ekim 2014 tarihli
ve 1263 sayili karar ile her tiirlii faaliyeti engelle-
nen bu yap1 tarafimizdan 6lciiliip haritalanmigtir.
Yukarida, Mimar Sinan Yeralt1 Sehri yazisinda da
acitkladigimiz gibi; Mustafa Bozdemir Yeralt1 Sehride
tiim Agirnas’in altini bir ag gibi 6ren yeralti savunma
yapilari kompleksinin bir pargasidir.

Olasilikla 12-13. yiizyillardan sonra amacini yitiren
bu savunma yapisi, daha sonraki donemlerde depo,
ahir vs. gibi amaglarla kullanilmis olmalidir. Bu

Agimas Galismalan
MUSTAFA BOZDEMIR YERALTI SEHRI

kullanim degisiklikleri sirasinda yapinin komsu
evlerin altina dogru uzanan baglant: gegitleri
taslarla oriiliip kapatilmistir. Mimar Sinan Yeralt1
Sehri'nde de gordiigiimiiz gibi, bu yapida da zaman
icinde ciddi mimari degisiklige ugramis biiyiik
salonlar mevcuttur.

Ana giriste ve bu girisin batisinda bulunan begik
tonozlu, yiliksek tavanl ii¢ biiyiik salon da Mimar
Sinan Yeralt1 Sehri'nde bulunanlarla biiyiik ben-
zerlik gostermektedir. Yapinin, savunma amach
ve tas kapili alt kisimlarinin iistiinde yer alan bu
biiyiik salonlarin giinliik yasam icin kullanildig:
diistiniilebilir.
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AKBIN VADISi KAYA YERLESiMLERI

girnas'in 500 m kadar batisindan baslayan ve

Turan (Dimitri) Koyii' ne dek uzanan Akbin Vadisi,
Pliyosen Donem’e tarihlenen volkanik piroklastik
ve tiif kaya¢ yiginlarinin Akbin Deresi tarafindan
asindirilmasi sonucu olugmustur.

Buvadinin bat1 duvarlarinda kayalara oyularak insa
edilmis oldukca biiyiik bir yerlesim tarafimizdan
arastirilarak 6l¢iilmiis ve haritalanmistir. Bu tiir kaya
yerlesimlerinin benzerlerine tiim Kapadokya'da sikca
rastlanmaktadir. Kayseri civarinda da Degirmen-
dere, Belagasi, Erdemli, Derevenk, Turan, Giinesli
gibi yerlerde bu tiir kaya yerlesimleri mevcuttur.

Ote yandan, Agirnas / Akbin Vadisi'nde bulunan
kaya yerlesimleri, bircok acidan yukarida bahsedilen
tlim bu diger yapilardan farkhidir.

flk ve en 6nemli fark Akbin Vadisi'ndeki bu kaya
yerlesimlerinin tarihidir. Agirnas’ta su anda koruma
altinda olan on siradaki evlerin tiimiiniin 1500'li
yillara, hatta daha eskiye tarihlendigi bilinmektedir.
1500 tarihli Kayseri Tahrir Defteri kayitlarinda bu
koyde 56 hane oldugu yazmaktadir. Akbin Vadisi'nde
ise, su ana dek dordii kilise olmak iizere toplam 97
yap1 tespit edilmistir. 500 m aralikla boylesi biiyiik
iki farkl yerlesimde ayni anda yasanmis olmasi
bizce miimkiin goriilmemektedir. Bu durumda,
Akbin Vadisi'ndeki kaya yerlesimleri 15. hatta 14.
ylizyildan ¢ok once terk edilmis olmalidir. Buna
karsilik; Kayseri'nin diger kaya yerlesimlerinin,
ornegin Belagasi veya Turan'in 19. hatta 20. yiizyila
dek kullanildig: bilinmektedir.

Akbin Vadisi'ndeki yapilar1 Kayseri'deki diger kaya
yapilarindan ayiran bir bagka onemli fark ise, bu
yapilar arasinda ¢ok belirgin bi¢cimde kazilmigsRoma
kaya mezarlarinin mevcut olmasidir. Bu yapilarin
¢ogu bugiin ancak giris kapilarinin oyulma tarzi
ile ayirt edilebilmektedir. Mezar odalarinin ig

) ~ Agirnas Gahsmalart
AKBIN VADISI KAYA YERLESIMLERI

yapisi zaman iginde degistirilerek farkli kullanim
amaclarina adapte edilmis olsa da, baz1 odalarda
hala klineler mevcuttur.

Akbin Vadisi'ndekiyapilarin biiyiik kismi mesken
veya ahir olsada, buvadide suana dek en az 4 kilise
ve 9 savunma tiineli / yeralt1 sehri tespit edilmistir.
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AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI (TUM)
Adirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 1
Agimas, Melikgazi, Kayseri

Cizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)
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AKBIN VADIS| KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 2
Agdirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI KUZEYDOGU DUVARI 3
Agirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ezgi Tok (Haziran 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 1 VE 2 TOPLAM
Adirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Gagan Cankirili, Ali Yamag (Agus. 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 1
Agirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Ali Yamag (Haz. 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 3, 4 VE 5 TOPLAM
Agdirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Cagan Cankirih, Ali Yamag (Agus. 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 4
Agdirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Cagan Cankirili (Tem. 2015)
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AKBIN VADISI GUNEY DUVARI 5
Adirnas, Melikgazi, Kayseri
Cizim: Cagan Cankirili, Ali Yamag (Adus. 2015)
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SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI

A girnas'in Subas1 Mahallesi'ne bagh Kazlar Mev-
kii'nde yer alan bu yap1, bolgenin en ilging ve
farkh yeralt1 sehirlerinden birisidir. Yapi, Subasi
Mabhallesi'nin yaklasik 2 km kuzeydogusunda,
Koramaz Dag1'na dogru yiikselen, oldukga 1ss1z bir
ovada yer almaktadir. Bu agidan bakildiginda, bu
savunma yapisinin Doganli Koyii'niin 2 km disinda,
yine 1ss1z bir ovada yer alan Kirkmerdiven Yeralt1
Sehri'ne ¢ok benzedigi soylenebilir.

Diger yandan, mimari agidan ele alindiginda, Subasi
Yeralt1 Sehri su ana dek tarafimizdan arastirilmis
tlim savunma amacli yeralti yapilarindan farklidir.
Toprak iizerinde, ufak bir tepe halinde agiga ¢ikmus,
oldukca kirikli volkanik tiife kazilmis bu yeralt1
sehrinin, birisi ¢cokmeyle acilmis {i¢ girisi mevcuttur.
Ana girisin bir yeralti sehri girisine hi¢ benzeme-
mesine karsin, eve ya da ahira benzeyen bu girisin,
savunma amacli yapiy1 gizledigi de diistiniilebilir.

Agirnas Calismalan 41
SUBASI YERALTI SEHRI

Haritasinda oldukca basit goriinmesine karsin, alcak
tavanliveicice ge¢cmis odalarla, bu savunma yapisi
tam anlamiyla bir labirent 6zelligine sahiptir. Dogu
kisminda, kisa bir merdivenle inilen, 4 odali bir alt
kat1 da bulunan bu yeralt1 sehrinin bu alt kattaki
tim tiinelleri hafriyatla tikanmigtir. Kuzeybati
girisindeki savunma amagli bir tag kapinin yerinde
durmasina karsin kuzey ve giiney tiinellerinde,
yataklari belirgin olan tag kapilar yerlerinde yoktur.

Kayseri Koruma Kurulu'nun 23 Ocak 2011 tarihlive
911 nolu karari ile 1. Derece SIT ilan edilen Subasi
Yeralt1 Sehri'nin yakin civarinda, bugiin herhangi
bir izi kalmamuis eski bir yerlesim bulunmasi olasilig1
vardir. Bu yapinin 200 m kadar giineyinde tespit
ettigimiz ve Kayseri Miizesi'ni de bilgilendirdigimiz
Selcuklu veya Erken Osmanli mezar taglar1 da bu
diisiincemizi destekler mahiyettedir.
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ONERILER

m Agirnas; tarihsel ve kiiltiirel acidan sadece m Ayni sekilde, yiizlerce yillik bir ge¢mise

Kayseri'nin degil, tiim Tiirkiye'nin en 6nemli
yerlesimlerinden biridir. Ge¢misi bin yillarla
olciilen ve Mimar Sinan'in kdyii olan bu yerlesimin
acilen bir biitiin olarak ele alinmasi ve korunmasi
gerekmektedir.

Agirnas'in, Koruma Amach Imar Plani'nin en

kisa zamanda hazirlanmasi, bu plan hazirlanirken
on cephede yer alan tiim yapilarin 1. Derece SIT
ilan edilmesi ve bu, tarihsel dokuya uymayan
yapilarin ise istimlak ve tadili sarttir.

sahip Akbin Vadisi'nin de planl bir sekilde
korunmasi gerekmektedir. Buvadinin iistiinde
yer alan tag ocaklari hafriyatlarini asagiya, vadiye
dokmektedirler. Bu uygulamanin en kisa zamanda
durdurulmasi gerekmektedir.

Tiim bu 6nerilerimiz gerceklestiginde, Agirnas’ta
mevcut yeralt1 sehirlerine ilave olarak Akbin
Vadisi'ndeki onlarca yerlesim ve yeralti sehride
basit bir temizleme ve restorasyon ¢aligmasinin
ardindan turizme kazandirilabilecektir.






TESEKKUR

Bu projenin devam etmesini miimkiin kilan
destegiyle Kayseri'nin yeraltindaki kiiltiirel
mirasina sahip ¢ikan Kayseri Biiyiiksehir Belediye
Baskani Sayin Mustafa Celik’e,

Bu projeye katkilar1 ve bu projeden bagimsiz
olarak, birbirinden degerli tiim diger ¢aligmalar
dolayisiyla CEKUL Vakfi Baskani Sayin Prof.
Metin Sozen'e,

Bir yildan uzun bir siiredir devam eden bu proje
sirasinda her calismamaizda bizlerle birlikte

Tesekkiir 47
[l

olmasinin disinda, tiim sorunlarimiza ¢oziim bulan
ve yol gosteren, sevgili dostumuz, CEKUL Vakfi
Kayseri Koordinatorii Sayin Prof. Osman Ozsoy’a,

Bircok calismamizdabizlere eslik eden ve yardimci
olan Bilgin Yazlik ve Emre Aydin’a,

Kayseri'deki tiim ¢aligsmalarimizda bizlere tahsis
edilen araglan kullanmalarinin yaninda, arazi
taramalarinda da desteklerini esirgemeyen
Biinyamin Erdogan ve Mehmet Baturay'a,

ylirekten tesekkiirii bir borg biliriz.
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EK 1: CALISMALARIMIZI GOSTEREN HARITA

EKLER
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Calismalarimizi Gosteren Harita
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EK 2: Protokol

KAYSERI YERALTI YAPILARI ENVANTER}

HAZIRLANMASI iISIPROTOKOLU

MADDE 1- PROTOKOLUN KONUSU

Kayseri ili merkezi ve civar ilgeleri yiizyllar siiren kesintisiz bir iskana sahiptir. Ozellikle;
bolgedeki yanardaglar tarafindan yilzeye pliskiiren ve kalinlii yer yer 400 m’yi gegen, yumusak ve
kazilmas: kolay tiif kayaglar oyularak olusturulan yeralti sehirleri, yerlesimler, tineller Kayseri'nin

tarihsel birikiminin en dnemli unsurlarindan biridir.

Hem Kayseri merkezde, hem de ilgelerde yaygin olarak rastlanan ve bazi dmeklerin tarihleri
yiizyillarla Slgiilen bu yeralti yerlesimlerinin yer yer izl yapilasmanin kurbani oldugu bilinmektedir.
Mitlkiyetleri 2863 sayili kanunla devlete ait olan ve aynm kanunla koruma altina alinmig olan bu yeralti
yaptlarina yiizeydeki herhangi bir ingaat veya temel kazisiyla zarar verilmesinin 6nline gegilmesi
gerekmektedir. Bunun ilk ve en dnemli adimi da tiim bu yeralt! yapilarinin envanterlenerek kayit altina

alinmasidir.

Sonug olarak; en az yeriistii kadar ©nemli ve degerli bir yeralti birikimine sahip olan
Kayseri’nin bu tarihsel mirasinin en kisa siirede belgelenmesi, kayitlara gecirilmesi ve korunmaya

alinmas: gerekmektedir,

MADDE 2- TARAFLAR

= Beledive: Kayseri Bilyiikgehir Belediyesi
e CEKUL: Cevre ve Kiiltir Degerlerini Koruma ve Tamtma Vakfi
s OBRUK: OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu

2008 yihnda {stanbul’da kurulan OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu, farkli kuliip ve
derneklerden 30’dan fazla deneyimli iiyeye sahiptir. Grup daha $nce Orman ve Su Isleri

Magaralart Projesi’ni ve Kahramanmaras Kuzeyi Magaralari Envanteri’nitamamlamsgtir,

Yeraltt yapilarinin aragtinlmas1 ve haritalanmasi konusunda Tiirkiye'nin en tecritbeli



Ekler
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magaracilarini bilnyesinde barindiran grup liyeleri 2009 yilinda, proje yilriitiicisii Dr.
Cigdem Aygiin nezaretinde Ayasofya ve Topkapi Sarayi yeralti yapilari aragtirma
projesini gergeklestirmistir. Gaziantep Biylksehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi ile birlikte
yliriitilen Gaziantep Yeralt: Yapmlart Envanterleme Projesi ise gegen yil tamamlanmstir.
Bu caligmalar diginda; Nevgehir Miize Mildtrlijti nezaretinde siirdiiriilen Derinkuyu,
Mazi, Tatlarin ve Aksaray Miize Midiirliigii nezaretinde siirdiiriilen Sarath — Aziz
Mercurius yeralti sehirleri haritalama galigmalarida ekibin yiirtittig0 diger gahsmalardan
bazilaridir. OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu Tiirkiye’nin magaracilik alaninda tek siireli
yayimmi da yapmaktadir. Gegen yillar iginde National Geographic ve Atlas dergilerinde
yayimlanan 11 makaleye ek olarak yurtdisi kongrelerde 8 teblif verilmistir.

MADDE 3- PROTOKOLUN AMACI

Bu projenin amaci,Kayseri ili simrlan iginde bulunan ve farkli sebepler yiizinden her gegen
giin biraz daha tahrip olan ve bazilar tiimilyle yok olma riskine sahip yeralti yapilarinin aragtiriimas,

belgelenmesi, haritalanmasi ve envanterlerinin yapilmasidir,

Bu galisma;hem bazilarimin tarihi ylizyillarla 8lgitlen bu tarihsel mirasin korunmasin
safilayacak, hem de bu yapilann gelecekte miimkiin olabilecek kullanim alanlarmin projelendirilmesi

i¢in bir ilk adim olacaktr.

MADDE 4- YONTEM

* Yapilmasi planlanan galigma temel clarak Kayseri’de mevcut yeraltt yapilarinin (magara,
veralt: sehri, barmak, yerlesim, tiinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, Slgiimesi ve haritalanmas ibarettir,

= Bu galigma sirasinda baslangig olarak Kayseri sehri alinacak, sehir merkezindeki galigmalarin
tamamlanmasinin ardindan gahsmalar ilgelere yénlendirilecektir.

e Cahgmada afirhk verilecek noktalar Kayseri Bllyiikgehir Belediyesi, Kayseri Miizesi
yetkilileri ve CEKUL Vakfi’nin 6nerileriyle olusturulacaktir.

o ik asamada, hakkinda bilgi sahibi olunan tiim yeralt: yapilari bblge haritas: iizerine
isaretlenecek, ardindan gehir merkezinden baglayarak tim bdlgede yeralt yapilan
arastirmasina gegilecektir.

s Bu, ikinci agamada, varliginin bilgisine sahip olunan ttm yapilar tespit edilip dlgllecek ve ana
plana islenecektir, Tiinel, yeralti gehri gibi arkeolojik ve mimari 8neme sahip yapilar
ise;mimari lgiimler diginda, egim ve yonleri de Slglilerck arastinlacak, yiizeye bajtantili
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olduklann noktalar referans alimarak mimkin oldugunca dogru bir sekilde bolge yiizey
haritasina islenecektir.

* Bu calisma sirasinda; her yeraltt yapisi ayn bir foy halinde envanterlenecek, yapinin plani,
¢izimi, ozellikleri ve fotograflari bu sekilde; ayri fisler halinde kayda alinacaktir,

e  Ancak ilk bblge timiiyle tamamlandiktan sonra ikinei bélgede galigmaya baglanacaktir,

MADDE 5- CALISMA EKIBI

Proje, baglangigta OBRUK Magara Aragtirma Grubu’na ilye magaracilar tarafindan
yiiriitiilecektir. Yeralti 8lgiim galigmalarinda 3, azami 4 kigilik ekipler halinde galigilmast ideal oldugu
i¢in, bu projede gérev alacak toplam ekip gogunlukla 4-6 kisi civarinda olacaktir. Ote yandan, bahsi
gegen caligmanin bliylkligl goz Sniine alinarak Kayseri’den, géniilliik esasi ile projeye destek olacak

elemanlann tedarik edilmesi igin gaba harcanacaktir.

MADDE 6- SURE

Elimizde Kayseri yeralts yapilarina ait herhangi kapsaml bir veri olmamas: ve bélgede daha
dnce tespit edilmis bazi yeralts yapilarinin biiylkligt g6z oniine alindifinda bahsi gegen projenin
yaklagik bir y11 ve toplam 400 adam/giin sUrebilecegi ngdriiimektedir,

MADDE 7- TARAFLARIN SORUMLULUKLARI

e Belediye’nin YikUmliklikleri;
o Caligmanin idaresinin saflanmas,
o Bir kism &zel miilkiyette, diger bir kism ise kamu alanlarinda yer alan tim yeralt
yapilarin arastirilmasi igin gerekli izinlerin sézlil ve/veya yazili olarak alinmas,
o lsin yapilabilmesi igin galisma ekibinin ihtiyag duyacagi; ulagim, konaklama, iage

giderlerinin kargilanmas.
»  CEKUL’un Yikiimlultkleri;

o Galigmanin koordinasyonu ve sekretarya gorevleri CEKULVakfi Kayseri Temsilciligi
tarafindan yiirittiillecektir.

e  OBRUK'un Yuktmldlukleri;



Kayseri ili sinirlariiginde meveut yeralt yapilarinim (magara, yeraltr sehri, barinak,
yerlesim, tinel, vs.) tespit edilmesi, ®lgllmesiharitalanmasi ve envanterlerinin
yapilmasi,

Aragtirma swrasinda ¢ahgilacak yeralti yapilaninda rastlanabilecek higbir tarihi
buluntuya dokunulmadan korunmasi,

Mimari yapilarin yani sira thm buluntular fotofiraflarla in situ belgelenmesi,

Tarihsel 8neme sahip herhangi bir buluntu ile karsilasiimasi durumunda yetkililere
bildirilmesi,

Calismaya katilan ekibin, i givenliginin saglanarak olas: kazalara ySnelik Snlemlerin
alinmasi,

Caligmalara katilacak kisilerden, her tidrlii riskin varhing kabul ederek, olast bir can
ve mal kaybinda sorumlulugun kendilerine ait oldugunu gdsterir taahhiitnamenin

Beledive've sunulmass,

MADDE 8- DIGER HUKOMLER

1- Caligma esnasinda meydana gelebilecek can ve mal kayiplarindan Belediye ve CEKUL

sorumiu tutulamaz,

2- Gahgma argivleri ve gikulan Belediye'ye ait olup, Belediye'den izin almaksizin

kullanilamaz ve yayinlanamaz

MADDE 9-YURUTME/YURURLUK

1- isbu protokol imzalandifi tarihten itibaren yirirltge girer.

2- Protokolden dogan ihtilaflar ivi niyet cergevesinde taraflar arasinda ¢ozlime

kavusrulmaya ¢ahgilir. Bu miimkiln olmadig takdirde Kayseri Mahkemeleri yetkilidir.

3- Dokuz (9) maddeden olusan bu protokol ilgili taraflarca 3 niisha olarak

tarihinde imzalanmigtir.

Ao

/vl

Genel Sekreteri

chir Belediyesi CEKVL Vakfi Bagkam

tafa YALCIN ProfOr. Metin SOZEN

Ekler
EK 2: PROTOKOL
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Ek 3: “Kayseri Yeralt1 Yapilari Envanteri Projesi” Birinci Ara Rapor’daki Buluntular

m AliDag Yeralt: Sehri
m Ali Saip Pasa Yeralt: $ehri

m Gesi/Degirmendere Vadisi
Kaya Yerlesimleri ve Giivercinlikler

Catalin Yeralt1 Sehri

Penzikli Yeralt1 $ehri

Kirlangic Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri
Otedere Vadisi Yeralt: Sehri No 1

Otedere Vadisi Yeralt1 Sehri No 2
Otedere Vadisi Su Yapilar

Belagasi Kaya Yerlesimi

Belagas: Yeralt1 SehriNo 1

Belagas Yeralt1 Sehri No 2

Doganli (Kirkmerdiven) Yeralt: $ehri

Gilizeloz Yeralt1 Sehri

Ek 4. OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu Kayseri Calismalar

27-29 Aralik 2013 1. Arastirma
25-28 Ocak 2014 2. Arastirma
27 Subat-2 Mart 2014 3. Arastirma
3-6 Nisan 2014 4. Arastirma

15-19 May1s 2014 5. Aragtirma

12-15 Haziran 2014
24-27 Ekim 2014
7-9 Kasim 2014
4-7 Nisan 2015

3-6 Temmuz 2015

6. Arastirma
7. Arastirma
8. Aragtirma
9. Aragtirma
10. Arastirma



Ekler
EK 5: ATLAS DERGISI EKIM 2014 SAYISINDA YAYIMLANAN YAZIMIZ

Ek 5: ATLAS Dergisi Ekim 2014 Sayisinda Yayimlanan Yazimiz

ANADOLU U
GIZEMLERI
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EK 5: ATLAS DERGISI EKIM 2014 SAYISINDA YAYIMLANAN YAZIMIZ

Kayseri'de topradin altinda adeta ikinel bir, il uzaniyor. Erciyes

ve cevredeki 68 volkanin hediye ettigiiglemesi kolay kayalarda
11 yeralt sehri ile (¢ kaya yerlesimi glzli; Zamanla unutulup
karanliga gémiiimUs bu kadim mekanlar, OBRUK madaracilarinin
calismalariyla tekrar-gun yuzine cikiyor.

YAZI: EZGI TOK / FOTOGRAFLAR: ALI ETHEM KESKIN

ylzinde genis pencereli
bircok odayla baglantis
bulunan bu genis yaj

dogru uzanan diger

dért bes metre yviksekliginde
tag duvarlara sahip.
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Zamanin
Siitunlan
Melikgazi ilgesine bagl
Kayabaf) Mahallesi'nde,
Belagas mevkiinde
Kayseri'nin en etkileyici
yeralti sehirlerinden
birkag yer alryor.
Belagjasi'nda kayalarin
icine oyulmus kilise,
yorenin Hiristiyan
sakinleri tarafindan
1900'lerin bagina kadar
kullarulrmisti. Kilisenin
tepesi defineciler
tarafindan acidid igin
artik igeriyi gumsigr
dolduruyor ama
s{itunlar zarmana karg
direniyor.
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{imdiiz bir arazide bozuk ve tagh bir
yolda ilerliyorduk. Aracimiz ugsuz
bucaksiz cografyanin ortasinda ani-
den durdu. Kayseri'nin Yesilhisar ilge-

sinden birlikte yola giktigimz Saffet, “iste burasy”
dedi. Sagirdik, giinkii etrafta en ufak bir tepecik
bile yoktu. Zeminin altinda bir yeralt sehri oldu-
gunu belli edecek bir igaret arad gozlerimiz. Der-
ken biraz ileride bes metre capinda bir cukur dil.-
katimizi ¢ekti. Aradiginmiz geyi bulmustuk.. .
Yerin altinda lambalarimizan aydinlathig, k.
ranlifia dogru uzanan sayisiz basamalk az SOnra

kargilagacaklarimizin ilk habercisiydi. Bu basa-
maklarin bitiminde yer alan yapiy: ise kesinlikle
beklemiyorduk. Kargimizdaki devasa salona ba-
karken yiizeyde biraktiimiz ¢orak arazinin bu
siirprizi kargisinda sagkin ve keyifliydik. Bu ilk
kargilasma aminin tadint gikardiktan sonra isbé-
liimii yaptik ve caliymaya bagladik. Takip eden
birkag saat iginde yerin 25 metre altinda, disari-
daki kavurucu sicafia inat neredeyse iigiiten bir
serinlikte dl¢iim ¢aligmalaring bagladik. ..
OBRUK Magara Arastirma Grubu olarak
Kayseri il sinirlarindaki yera]y, yerlegimlerini




Ekler
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Beladgasi mevkiinin gineydofusunda bulunan "Otedere Vadisi
Yeralti Sehri 17, rivayete gore clizamiilara ev sahipligi yapmisti.
Bu séylentinin nedeni, yeralti sehrinin digerlerinden farkl
olarak duvarlarla gevrilmis clmasi.. OBRUK Magara Arastrma
Grubu’ndan Ali Yamacg ve Bllent Erdem, buradaki magaralarda
da algumier yapip envanter kayitlan hazirladi (solda)
Belagasi'nda bulunan yeralt sehirleri birkag kattan olusuyor.
Birbirlerine yakin, neredeyse ic ice gegmis olmalarina ragmen
bu yerlesimler birbirlerinden bagimsiz. Her bir odasinda ayn bir
ailenin yasadig yeralt sehirlerinde kondorlann alt kisimlanndan
yiyecek ve icecek deposu olarak yararlanilrmsg ((stte)

aragtirtyoruz. Daha énce Topkap Sarayi-Ayasof-
yada, ardindan Gaziantep ve Halfeti yeralt ya-
pilarinda benzer calismalar yiiriitmiigtiik, $imdi,
Kayseri Bityiikgehir Belediyesi ve CEKUL Vakfi
ile birlikte siirdiirdiigiimiiz bu yeni projemizde,
ilde bulunan tiim yeralti yapilarim haritalandiri-
yor ve enva nterini q;karlyuruz.

Kayseri il topraklarinin alti, kayalara oyulmug
mekanlarla dolu. Birbiri ardina yapilan kegiflerle
sayis: gittikge artan yeralt sehirlerine vadiler bo-
yunca uzanan kaya yerlesimleri de eklenince, mu-
tevazi bir arastirma olarak baslayan ¢aligmami#

kisa siirede biiyiik bir projeye déniistii. Yorede
simdiye dek toplam 9 bin 500 metre élgiim aldik,
li¢ kaya yerlegimi ve 11 yeraltr gehrinin haritasim
cikardik,

Projemizden once Talas ilgesinde iki yeralt
sehrinin bulundugu biliniyordu. Hatta bunlardan
biri, Ali Dagy Yeralt: Sehri adiyla turizme agilmig-
. Digeri Talasin i¢inde bulunan, 19. yiizyilda
inga edilmig bir evin iginden girilen Ali Saip Paga
Yeralt Sehri'ydi. Bu evin de bulundugu tiim ma-
halle Talas Belediyesi tarafindan restore edilmek-
te. Calismalar bittiginde olasilikla Kayseri ilinin
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Kayanin Gephesi
Erdemli Mahallesi'nde
kayalara oyulmus

cok sayida tarihi
mekan bulunuyor.
Bizans yerlesimleri
arasinda bulunan kaya
kilisesi etkileyici bir
dig cepheye sahip,
kayalardaki islemeler
glzelliklerini hala
koruyor

96 ATLAS-EKIM 2014



Ekler
EK 5: ATLAS DERGISI EKIM 2014 SAYISINDA YAYIMLANAN YAZIMIZ

KAYSERI- ATLAS 97



64

Kayseri Yeralti Yapilan Envanteri

IKINCI ARA RAPOR

ATLAS - EKIM 2014

en etkileyici turistik alanlarindan biri olacak. Biz
de galigmalarimiza bu iki yeralt sehrini dlgiip ha-
ritalayarak baglacdik.

Uzun dénemler boyunca siirekli olarak kulla-
mildiklari, ilave yapilar kazihp eski bazi yapilarin
kullanma amaci degistirildigi icin yeralt: gehirle-
rinin ilk insa tarihlerinin tespiti miimkiin degil.
Yine de bilgede bulunan yeralti sehirlerinin yay-
gin olarak 1S 5. ve 12. yiizyillar arasinda kazildi-
g1 ve kullamildign diginiilityor. Kapadokyada ya-
sayan Hiristiyan topluluklar, 7. yiizyilda baglayan
Arap ve Sasani akinlari karsisinda, dilgman yak-
lagtift zaman yeraltina oyduklari gizlenme yer-
lerine ¢ekiliyordu, tiinel giriglerinde bulunan tas
kapilari kapatarak kendilerini savunuyorlardi.

Sonraki yillarda bu yapilar farkh amaglar igin
kullanilmaya devam etti. Giiniimiizde, Kayse-
ri'nin ¢ogu yerinde vadi duvarlarinda, tepelerin
yamaglarinda goriilen ahsap ya da demir, irili
ufakli yiizlerce kapy, arkasinda bir kaya yerlegi-
mi ya da yeralti sehri sakhyor. Yiiz yillar boyun-
ca bislge halkina barinak olan kaya yerlegimleri gu
anda depo olarak kullamihyor. Gittigimiz her yer-
de yeral sehirleriyle ilgili renkli hikiyelerle kar-
silastik. Dehlizlere girip kaybolanlar, oyun oynar-
ken top kactiginda igeri girecek “sanssiz” oyuncu-
yu secmek icin kisa cop gekenler ve nicesi. .,

Biitiin bunlarin arkasinda ise caglar once ya-
sanmis yanardag patlumnlan var. Kayseri ye

Gesi beldesinde
Bizans donemine ait
kaya kiliseleri sonraki
yuzyillarda guvercinlik
olarak kullanilmig;
iglerine nisler oyulmusg
ve tavanlarnna bacalar

. agilmig (solda).

Erdemli'de blyik

kaya kilisesinin bir
kosesinde duran kilit
tasi, eskiden istilacilara
kargi girisi kapatrnak igin
kullanmiliyordu. Kilisenin
tavan ve duvarlanindaki
resimler ise yakilarak
tahrip edilmis durumda
(kars sayfada).

cevresinin o donemdeki halini goziimiizde can-
landirabilmek igin 20. ylizyilin en biiyiik yanar-
dag patlamas: olarak kabul edilen Pinatubo érne-
gini inceleyelim. Filipinlerde bulunan Pinatubo
Yanardag 600 yildir sessizligini koruyordu. Bu
sebepten hi¢ kimse 1991 yihnda yasanan biiyiik
felaketi beklemiyordu. i1k piiskiirme aninda kiil
bulutunun 34 kilometre yiiksege, stratosfere dek
¢iktign biliniyor. Yerytiziine ¢oken magma ve kii-
lin toplam agirhigi 20 milyar ton olarak tahmin
ediliyor. Ama Pinatubo, 10 milyon yil énce Kay-
seri ve civarindaki yanardag aktivitesi ile karsilas-
tirllamaz bile...

O dénemde Kayseri ¢evresinin cehennemi an-
dirdigin tahmin etmek ok da giig degil. Bélgede
bulunan ve gogu birbirine yakin bir¢ok yanardag-
dan dumanlar yiikseliyordu, yerkabugunun al-
tinda saklanan devasa bir giiciin yiizeye gikmak-
ta oldugunu haber veren sarsintilar yaganmyordu.
Sonunda, yanardaglar yeryiiziine kiil yagdirmaya
ve lazgin lavlar piiskiirtmeye bagladi. Kayseri ve
Nevsehir illerini igine alan bu bilgede yanardag
aktivitesi milyonlarca yil devam etti. Tiim bu y1-
kimdan sonra bolgede yasam sona ermis, Ana-
dolunun ortasi ugsuz bucaksiz kara bir céle din-
miistii. Sonugta, 25 bin kilometrekareden daha
bityiik bir alan timiiyle volkanik kayacla rtiildii,
hem de yer yer 400 metreden daha kalin tabakalar
halinde...



Ekler
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Giizeldz'de
Giinbatimi
Yesilhisar ilgesine

bagh Guzeldz kéyl,
Kayseri'nin yeralt
yapilan agisindan
zengin kogelerinden.
Koyln sirtlannda
bulunan yeralt sehrinin
girigi, ginbaurminda
etkileyici bir manzara
sunuyor. Bolge
sakinleri nispeten kolay
islenebilen kayalara
tarin boyunca birgok
yeralti mekar oydu.
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Pencereli
Vadi

Yesilhisar

ilgesinin Erdemli
Mahallesi'nin
batsindaki sarp
arazi, Uckuyular
Kaya Yerlesimine
ev sahipligi yapiyor
Kayaliklarda,
iclerine oyulmusg
mekantann kapi ve
pencereleri géze
carpiyor.
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Gesi'de sonradan
givercinlik olarak
kullamilrrug bir kaya
sapelinin tabarn, alttan
define cikacadini
sananlar tarafindan
harap edilmis (ka
sayfadal. Adirnas
gectidimiz yillarda
yenilenip zivaretcilere
agilan "Mimar Sinanin
Evi'nin albinda da yeralt
mekanlan bulunuyor.
Kiler olarak kullarmlan
odada yiyecek ve icecek
saklanan kipler yerdeki
oyuklara yerlegtirilmis
(sagdal.

Tiirkive'nin degerli jeologlarindan Prof. Dr.
[hsan Ketin “Erciyes Dagi Volkan Toplulugunun
Jeolojik Evrimi” isimli makalesinde bu dénemde
Kayseri civarinda lav ve kiil piiskiirten yanardag
sayisint en az 68 olarak tahmin ediyor. Bolgede
bilinen en dnemli volkan Erciyes Dagi olmasina
kargin, “Orta Anadolu Volkanik Bélgesi” olarak
adlandirilan balgede birgok bagka volkan meveut.
Ketin'in tanimuyla “irili-ufakl, kraterli-kratersiz
tiim bu volkanlarin” aktivitesinin tarihsel ¢aglara
dek stirdtigin biliniyor. Erciyes Dagrnin eteklerine
IS 1. yiizyilda gelen Amasyal Strabon bile soyle
yazar: “Biraz sonra ateg ve duman piiskiiren genis
bir sahaya gelinir, burada zemin batakhktir ve ge-
celeri qukurlardan alevler yikselir... Dagin dikli-
@i ve gok anzah olugu yaninda, igi akkor halinde
lavlarla dolu bircok kraterin yamaglarinda kizgin
kayalar mevcuttur”

Kayseri ve civarinda bulunan yanardaglarin
milyonlarca yil siiren aktivitesi nihayet sona erin
ce geride yiizlerce metre kahnhinda volkanik tif
kaldi. Ardindan yerkiirenin dis giigleri harekete
gecti; riizgarlar esti, tagkin yagmurlar indi. Yavag-
ca ve sabirla, bu direngsiz katman dogann hey-
keltiraglari tarafindan sekillendirildi. iste, yorenin
ilk sakinlerinin karsilagtign manzara buydu. Ugsuz
bucaksiz, pirildayan bej-pembe ovalar ve tepeler. ..

Bu yoreye gelen insanlar, yumugak ve islenme-
si nispeten kolay olan kayaglar yiizyillar boyunca

Ekler

EK 5: ATLAS DERGISI EKIM 2014 SAYISINDA YAYIMLANAN YAZIMIZ

kazd, kilise, mesken, depo ve yeralti sehri olarak
kullandi. Her ne kadar, bu tiir kaya yerlesimleri
yaygin olarak Urgiip ve Géreme civarinda dagl-
mig ve bu bélgede tanminarak turistik hale gelmis
olsa da, Kapadolya olarak bilinen bolgenin antik
cagdaki merkezi Kayseri'ydi.

Sonu goriinmeyen vadiler boyunca uzanan
kaya yerlesimlerinin gofu, degistirilerek bugiin
bile giivercinlik olarak kullaniliyor. Ote yandan,
giivercinlik olarak inga edilen yapilarin sayisi,
sonradan degistirilerek olusturulanlardan kat kat
fazla... Kayseri halkinin 19. ylizyilda temel gegim
kaynagginin yerel tarim iriinleri ticareti oldugu
diigiintildiigiinde, giivercin gibresinin yére halk:
i¢in nemi daha iyi anlagihyor. Vadiler boyunca
uzanan sayisiz giivercinlik, giibrenin kolay elde
edilmesi ve saklanabilmesini saghyor.

Giivercinlikleriyle ozellikle Gesi 6ne ¢ikiyor.
Kayserinin bu beldesinde Degirmendere Vadi-
si ilk duragimiz. Kayalara oyulmus sayisiz yapi-
min yer aldign vadi boyunca, ¢ogunlukla bunla-
rin iizerine inga edilmis yaklagik 150 giivercinlik
meveut. Bu giivercinlikleri ilging kilan ise birkag
farkli mimari stilin bir arada bulunmasi. Bunla-
ra bir de dénemine gére kimi yima tag ve yarim
daire, kimi kesme tag ve dikddrtgen, kimisi de tag
mazgallarla siislenmis sayisiz baca katildiginda,
vadi ziyaretcilerine ahgilmigin diginda, ilk bakag-
ta anlamlandirilamayan bir giizellik sunuyor, Eski
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bir kiiltiiriin izleri kargisinda, mekandan kopuk
bir zamansizhk h

saryor insani. ilk bakista ne

aldugu anlagilamayan bu yapilarin yiizlerce
doldurdugu vadiye bakarken beyniniz, daha dnce
deneyimledigi higbir sey ile bagdagtiramadifin bu
diinyay: kegfetmenin sarhoslugunu yagiyor.

Kaya yerlesimlere ve giivercinliklere ev sahip-
ligi yapan vadilerin sessiz ve huzurlu havasi, ara-
zide olmanin keyfine karigiyor. Vadi duvari bo-

yunca uzanan sayisiz yapiyr olgerken en ¢ok zor-

landigimiz kisim minik agizl, siiriinerek girilen
giivercinlikler oluyor. Yine de, yillardir cok gesitli
bityiikliikte oyuntular gormiis olmanin tecriibe-
siyle bununla da baga gikiyoruz. Sayisiz odadan
sonra vadiyi yorgun ve tozlu, ama mutlu ve mu
zaffer maaracilar olaralk terk ediyoruz.

Kayseri il merkezinin hemen dibinde bulunan
diger bir kaya yerlesimi ise Belagasi. Mcli!;g;'g_i
ilgesine bagili Kayabag Mahallesinin giineyinde
uzanan bu yerlegim, devaminda yer alan Otedere
Vadisi ile birlikte kayalara oyulmus eski bir kiye
ev sahipligi yapryor. Barindirdifit iki yeralti geh-
ri ve daginik halde yerlesmis yapilart ile sundugy
manzara Gesi Vadisinden oldulega farkh. Gesi'ye

inat burasi bilinmedik bir diyar degil, aksine geg-
tip de
kim oldugunu hatirlayamadifiniz ama yine tani-
digimzi bildiginiz cinsten.

Bityiikliikleri dért metrekare ile 20 metrekare

migten gelen bir tamdik gibi... Hani go

arasinda degisen bu vadi yerlegimlerinin karak-
teristikleri genel olarak birbirlerine benzemesine
kargin, yeralts yapilarimin karakteristikleri soz ko-
nusu oldugunda manzara epey degigiyor. $u ana
kadar dl¢iilen alti yeralti sehrinin altis: da farkh
mimaride. Elimizde diiz bir koridor, kevgir gibi
delikli iki kath bir yapi, kutu odalardan olugan
bir bagka yapr ve her ne kadar girisi yerin altina
dogru olsa da bir vadi yanaginin en tepesine oyul
dugu igin devasa pencerelere sahip “yeralti seh
ri” tammuna fazla uymayan bir yeralti sehri var.
Unutmadan bir de bes kath ve bodrumuna alt: kat
merdivenle inilen bir “bina”miz mevcut.

Kayseri il merkezinden Erciyes Dagi'na ula-
san ana yol, Hisarcik beldesinden gectikten son-
ra Kelebek Vadisi'nin solundan da@a trmaniyor.
Bu g['l]f.i.‘l'{_’,flhl'«l“ defalarca gecmesine karsin cofiu
kiginin farkina varmadigs Kelebek Vadisi, gehrin
dibinde yer alan bir dofia hazinesi. Kilometrelerce



Glvercinlige
donusturulen
Lannin

yeralt ya
uzerine kuslann girip
cikabilmesi icin delikler

acilip bac
Ge:
kadim bir yerlesim

oldugunu goésteriyor

orulmus.
ar, altta

uzunluktaki bu vadi, selaleleri ve yemyesil doga-
s1 diginda ilging bir kaya yerlesimini de barindi-
riyor. Dimdik bir kaya duvarina kazilnag, st gi-
rigi ana yol hizasinda, son kati ise vadi seviyesin-
de olan bu kompleks, 55 metre yitkseklige sahip
sekiz katli bir kaya yerlesimi. Ustteki asma katin
penceresi, benzersiz bir manzaraya agihyor.
Sessizlik ve sonsuzluk... Birden aym tamidik
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duygu sariyor icinizi, zaman adeta yavaghyor. Ge-
nellikle tarihi yapilarin insani igine ¢ekmek, ken-
di donemine gotiirmek gibi bir 6zelligi vardir. Ko-
ridorlarinda yeterince uzun siire kalirsaniz, yiiz-
lerce yil dnce yagamis insanlarin ayak seslerini
duyabilir, hatta onlardan biri olabilirsiniz. Kay-
serinin yeralti yapilarinda ise ge¢mis ve gelecek
karigmis durumda, tarihlenemeyen duvarlarinda
belirsiz bir zamam yagiyorsunuz.

Mimar Sinan'in koyii Afirnas diger bir vadi-
nin baglangicinda yer aliyor. Afirnas'in yeralt: ise
neredeyse yeriistiinden daha kalabalik. Neredey-
se her evden yeralti gegitlerine baglantilar var ve
mahzenleri, depolar, tiinelleriyle birlikte bu orgii
tiim yerlesimin altim kapsiyor. Bir evin altinda
kazilmig bir depoya iniyorsunuz, tiimeller ve tas
lkapilarla korunan gegitler sizi bagka bir mahzene
ulagtiriyor, ardindan bir digerine. Sonugta yiize-
ye ciktifinizda kendinizi bambagka bir evin avlu-
sunda buluyorsunuz.

Kayseride bugiine dek yaptiiimiz calisma ve
haritalacdhimiz yeraltn yapilart bilinenin sadece
ufacik bir pargasi. Oniimiizdeki aylarda devam
edecek galigmalarimiz beraberinde yepyeni siir-
prizler getirecek ®
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Abstract

Gesi Village is a neighbourhood of Melikgazi district 18 km away from Kayseri city centre in Central Anatolia.
At its outskirts, the Derevenk Valley carries much importance for the history of the region. The valley, split by a
branch of Kizilirmak and formed in the magmatic rocks from the surrounding voleanoes, is hosting many rock-cut
settlements, churches and dovecotes. These structures reflect the cultural properties daily life rituals of dwellers
and provide vital information about the Christian people around Kayseri and vicinity during pre-Ottoman and
Ottoman times. Dove manure was invaluable for the lacal public dealing with agriculture during the 18" and
19" centuries in Kayseri which had been an important trade and agricultural centre in Central Anatolia. Despite
losing their popularity with time, these structures in Degirmendere Valley, built to obtain dove manure, are still
being used today. Furthermore, Degirmendere Valley rock churches, with wall decorations and frescoes quite
common in rock churches of Cappadocia, had been also used as dovecotes after abandonment. In addition to two
underground cities, there are numerous rock dwellings in the valley. There are two types of dwellings: the first
group was built as a settlement, and, after the village was abandoned, part of it was converted into dovecote.
The second part was built directly as a dovecote. Together with the clear differences observed between these two
types, it is also possible to distinguish three types in the architecture of dovecot chimneys. These types reflect
different settlement periods, and also are of great importance for analysing the development of stonemasonry.
In the valley, where overall 142 dovecotes are present, 46 artificial cavities have been mapped, 11 being rock-cut
settlements without dovecote features, whilst 33 are converted or original dovecotes.

Keywords: Gesi, Kayseri, dovecote, pigeon house.

Riassunto

Il villaggio di Gesi si trova nelle vicinanze del distretto di Melikgazi a 18 km dal centro di Kayseri in Anatolia
centrale. Ai suoi margini la Valle Derevenk riveste molta importanza per la storia della regione. La vaile, divisa
da un ramo del Kizilirmak e formata nelle rocce magmatiche dei vuleani circostanti, ospita molti insediamenti
rupestri, chiese e colombaie. Queste strutture riflettono la cultura e i rituali della vita quotidiana degli abitanti
e forniscono importantissime informazioni sui popoli Cristiani intorno o Kayseri e nelle sue vicinanze durante
i periodi pre-ottomano e ottomano. Il letame di colombo é stato prezioso per Uagricoltura nel corso dei secoli
XVIII e XIX a Kayseri, che era un importante centro commerciale e agricolo dell’Anatolia centrale. Nonostante
abbia perso con il tempo il suo ruclo centrale, le strutture di Degirmendere Valley, costruite per ottenere letame di
colombo, sono ancora oggi utilizzate. Inoltre le chiese rupestri della Degirmendere Valley, con decorazioni murali
e affreschi molto comuni nelle chiese rupestri della Cappadocia, sono state utilizzate anche come piccionaie dopo
l"abbandone. Oltre alle due citti sotterranee ¢i sono numerosi insediamenti rupesiri nella valle e vi si trovano due
tepi di abitazioni: il primo fu costruito come un insediamento e dopo l'abbandono del villaggio fu trasformato in
piceionaia. 1l secondo fu realizzato direttamente come colombaia. Insieme alle chiare differenze che si osservano fra
i due tipi di strutture ¢ anche possibile distinguere tre tipi nell’architettura delle piccionaie. Questi tipi riflettono
diversi periodi insediativi e sono di grande importanza per analizzare lo sviluppo nella lavorazione della pietra.
Nella valle, dove sono presenti complessivamente 142 colombaie, sono state mappate 46 cavita artificiali, 11 sono
insediamenti rupestri senza le caratteristiche colombaie, mentre 33 sono stati convertiti o erano originariamente
piccionaie.

Parole chiave: Gesi, Kayseri, la colombaia, piccionaia.

Short Information About Gesi (Nize), and also presents dovecotes which are unique

Kayseri is one of the most attractive cities of Turkey,
due to its historical and cultural assets along with the
ethnographic values coming from the past; it is the
capital of ancient Cappadocia, even though Nevsehir is
the first place that comes up to mind when Cappadocia
is mentioned, due to the tourism policies. Gesi is
located near to this city, of which the ancient name
was Caesarea, and represents one of the locations with
ancient eity ruins, therefore emphasizing the historical
identity of the city. Gesi cave dwellings, established in
valley sides, are different from the similar examples of
Efkere, Giirpinar, Kayabag (Darsiyak) and Giizelkdy

to the region.

Gesi Valley has the typical characteristics of the
geology and morpholegy of the Cappadocia, formed by
the dominance of the volcanoes, where one of the tiny
streams of Kizilirmak passes (Imamocru et al., 2005).
These soft rocks have played an important role in the
formation of rock-cut dwellings, as in Cappadocia.

History of Dovecotes and Cave Dwellings

Early examples of bird houses as a part of Turkish
culture date back to the 15* century. On the other
hand, it had taken three centuries to gain perfection,
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Fig. 1: lacation map.
Fig. 1. inguadramento dell'area.

and master pieces of these traditional structures have
built in 18" and 19" centuries (Erman, 2014). The
basic aim of these structures was to protect the birds
from attacks by people and animals, and also from bad
weather conditions (Ozen, 2012). These structures
generally reflect the stonemasonry culture of that
period; they have stone carved small bird houses placed
into the wall textures, and are very different from the
structures built as dovecotes, both as for architecture
and purpose of building (Erman, 2014). Dovecotes in
several regions of Turkey such as Kayseri, Nevsehir and
Diyarbakir are built as independent structures with
the aim of using the doves, not protecting them (OZEN,
2012). The first time they appeared in Cappadocia is
not known exactly, but it is certainly known that the
main income source for the people in Kayseri was the
trade of local agricultural products in 19 century, and
that the dovecotes were used to provide the important
element named koda (dove fertilizer) in the cultivation
of these products (Iscen, 2007). These structures shed
light to the socio-economic and eultural structure of
the people in that period.

Some resources indicate that both Seljuk and Ottoman
states used doves, along with koga production, for
sending messages as they can pass long distances and
be loyal to their owners (Ozen, 2012). Other sources
argue that some doves were eaten and their feathers
used as filling material in home textile products, as

Fig. 2: general view of Gesi cave dwellings and of a dovecote
on top of the hill (photo A. Yamag).

Fig. 2: vista generale delle abitazioni rupestri di Gesi e di una
piccionaia sulla cima defla collina (foto A. Yamag).
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Fig. 3: frescoes in a church of Gesi (photo A. Yamac).
Fig. 3: affreschi in una chiesa di Gesi (foto A. Yamag).

they are strong insulators (ImamoGLu et al.,, 2005). In
addition, dove fertilizers were used in the production of
gunpowder. Dove cultivation still continues nowadays.
Beside dovecotes, there is another important cultural
heritage in Anatolia. The older dwellers of this land
started a tradition to continue for centuries, by digging
the rock and living in it. The date of first appearance
is not known exactly, but it is assumed that the date
of cave dwellings goes back to the 11* century. With
Cappadocia as the forerunner, these structures can also
be seen in Marmara region and Eastern Anatolia, and
have been used for religious rituals, shelter and hiding,
to keep the cheese, and to store vegetables and fruits.
Cave dwellings in Frigian Valley have generally been
used as churches, mosques and graves, whilst those
in Cappadocia have also been used as shelters and for
settlement. On the other hand, some of these structures
are today used as lemon storages or as sheepfolds.

It is obvious that these structures carved on the valley
walls in Kayseri are used for settlement, as well as
those in the Gesi Valley.

Structural Properties of Dovecotes and Cave
Dwellings

Different cave dwellings can be found in different
regions of Turkey, as products of different civilizations
and cultures. Cave dwellings are generally very similar,
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except for some differences in architectural details.
They can be classified into a few groups in terms of
the way they are used and the general design. Cave
dwellings are usually dug on the walls of valleys or
on the slopes, as a single room or several rooms, with
connections expanded into the main rock. They can be
seen as a single layer, and sometimes as two or three
storeys connected to each other. The difference of these
siructures from the underground cities is that they
have windows facing outside, generally placed at the
surface.

With the exception of those cave dwellings that were dug
for special purposes, they have typically no frescos or
stonemasonry, but are plain and designed very similar
to modern houses. These structures are generally
established from one or interconnected two rooms with
windows; sometimes, a few small rooms were added to
those. These rooms may also contain little holes on the
ground used as storage or stoves, shelves carved on the
walls and suspension handles. Some types of these cave
dwellings were built as storage rooms or stables.

The cave dwellings at Gesi are settled on the slopes as
two or three sets, and some of them have steps reaching
to the door (Fig. 2). This rock settlement has a church
of which the frescoes are protected up to date (Figs. 3
and 4). The church has a dome ceiling and an altar (Fig.
5); through a corridor, a second building with wider and
higher ceiling is reached. This church has at least two
graves carved on the ground. There is another building
which looks like church from its architecture. These
structures are the only relatively ornate ones. Common
characteristic of all these rock settlements are the
niches carved as quarter squares on their walls for the
doves. Another common characteristic is represented
by the later realization of dove chimneys.

Gesi dovecotes have aunique and different architectural
structure when compared with the dovecotes
architecture in Turkey and neighbouring countries.
For instance, the dovecotes in Esfahan, Iran are towers
with their internal walls covered by niches, and opened
at the top (AMIRKHANI ef al., 2009); in Diyarbakir region,
Turkey, they are buildings with four squares named as
“boranhane” and with several holes close to the roof to
help doves enter easily (BexLeven, 2007). In the nearby
town of Kayseri, Nevsehir, the structure is completely
different: buildings with niches or small holes carved
on the walls of chambers built in the rocks or directly
on the surfaces of the rocks, and decorated by designs
made with a paint a kind of mixture of soil and mud
named yoge and a handmade gypsum plaster made
mixing egg's white and plant extracts (GULyaz, 1995).
Apart from these different structural examples, Gesi
dovecotes, numbered as 142 in some resources, have
a mixed structure with some of them carved into the
rock and some built at the surface (Boyoxmimgr, 2006).
The dovecotes can be examined in two sections.

The first section is the part at the surface, built as stone
woven chimneys, 2-3 m high and 1-2 m wide. They can
be grouped in three categories such as four squares,
half circle, and circle shaped ones. The cornered ones
are squares or rectangles. In all three types, the opening
of the chimneys are built as horizontal and sometimes

Fig. 4: another piece of fresco in the same church (photo A.
Yamag).

Fig. 4. un altro frammento di affresco nella slessa chiesa (fofo
A. Yamag).

dip in the same direction as the slope, through steps
or, in other cases, by cutting the stones directly.
The construction techniques of the aforementioned
chimneys are also different: some are built by putting
stones one on top the other without any cement as some
of them are bounded stone walls. Some of the walling
stones have decoration on chimneys or vaults for doves,
but some of them do not (Fig. 6). These architectural
differences give the impression that the buildings were
built in different periods. The second section consists
of the rooms covered by niches with quarter circles,
with 20-25 em height and 15-20 em diameters, and
located underground. The architecture of these rooms
is grouped in two types: the first one is the simple room
built as a dovecote. These structures have horizontal
and short corridors going inside through the slope. The
corridors allow the owner of the dovecote to enter in, at
the same time protecting the doves and their fertilizers
from the external factors (Fig. 7). The second group
covers the cave dwellings which have been modified
and turned into the underground room of a dovecote
(Fig. 8).

What makes this valley interesting is the architecture
of the dovecotes having this second type underground
section. Dovecotes with the first type of underground
sections can be see in a few valleys in Kayseri; the
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Fig. 5: church of Gesi -
Fig. 5: chiesa di Gesi - Valle di Degirmendere (foto A. Yamag).

ones in the second group, established on an older cave
dwelling by building a chimney on top of it later, are
unique to this valley, as far as it is known. Even though
the architectural forms are different, two buildings
have similarities in basic elements and functions.
While the size of the single rooms as dovecote structure
vary between 6-13 square meters and 4-6 m of height,
those built as a cave vary a lot. The heights of the
second group change between 2,5 and 6 m, and their
area cannot be generalized. The first type is usually
established from one or two interconnected rooms,
whilst the second type has one, two, three or even
more interconnected rooms. In both examples we see a
chimney section for the doves to enter in and go out, an
underground section with walls covered by high-ceiling
roosts, probably where the doves could fly and the
fertilizers be collected, and a corridor through which
the underground section can be accessed. In modified
rooms, there is a door instead of this corridor.

Conclusions

Within the scope of the Project executed by OBRUK
Cave Research Group in partnership with Kayseri
Municipality and CEKUL Foundation, the first
mapping of the Gesi dovecotes was put into practice.
Data colleeted during the mapping, covering all the
dovecotes in the valley and also other independent cave
dwellings, are presented in this article. Recognition of
the structures unique to this region, and protection
of those from possible outcomes such as downfall or
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Degirmendere Valley (photo A. Yamag).

ravage, as it was witnessed during this research, can
only be possible with this type of studies. This approach
should not be limited to Kayseri, but rather it should
become widespread in Turkey, aimed at transferring
the many cultural heritages like Gesi to the future
generations.
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Abstract

Although the region known as “Cappadocia” is located in the Nevsehir-Urgup-Goreme triangle of Anatolia
(Turkey), the capital of that region in ancient times was the antique Caesarea city which is known as Kayseri today.
Kayseri, located 75 km east of the present Cappadocia, has also been affected by the intensive volcanic activities
which began 10 million years ago. Some were only small vents, but a total number of 68 volcanoes around Kayseri
had been erupting in Pliocene-Pleistocene times. That eruption phase, which continued even until historical
times, piled up more than 100 m of thick ignimbrite around Kayseri. As the same in Nevsehir-Urgup-Goreme, in
antique Caesarea this voleanie tuff was dug by the local people, and houses, churches, and underground cities were
built into the rocks. Different from the known touristic places of Cappadocia, the rock dwellings and underground
cities of Kayseri have not hitherto been investigated. Nevertheless, underground structures of that region have
such an architectural quality to compete with the dwellings in other parts of Cappadocia. Around the city, which
had been the cradle of Christianity in Anatolia beginning from the 3rd century, there are several underground
cities carved in order to shelter from the invasions beginning from the 7th century. This new project is totally
different from all our previous works. We find new and hitherto unexplored underground cities on every spot.
around Kayseri. Apart from several rock settlements, eight underground cities on the walls of deep valleys around
the city, which were unknown and not recorded before, had been explored and surveyed. Those underground
cities are rather different than the ones around Goreme. Apart from the architectural differences, at least some
of them were not used again after the first construction period, whilst in other cases even the excavation of the
underground city is uncompleted. When appreciated in this context, the underground cities of Kayseri have
features to shed light on the beginning of this type of architecture, which is different from Goreme, where most
examples were continuously enlarged and new passages added during the history.

Keywords: underground city, artificial caves, Kayseri, Turkey.

Riassunto

La regione conosciuta come Cappadocia, sitwata al confine di quattro province dell’odierna Turchia, é testimone di
insediamenti ininterrotli fino ad oggt. Le rocce tufacee, prodotte dai vulcani attivi nel tardo Pliocene e Pleistocene
nella regione, sono state scavate dalle popolazioni del luogo ed utilizzate per diversi scopi, come abitazioni, fienili,
chiese e cilta sotterranee realizzate per riparo e nascondiglio. Anche la necessita di acqua per irrigare é stata superaia
e risolta con “metodi trogloditici”. A causa della carenza di acqua, sulle pianure della Cappadocia possono essere
impiantate solo eoltivazioni a secco. L'acqua scorre solo nelle valli, dove si trovano i principali terreni agricoli. Nei
tempt antichi la necessitd di acqua per irrigare é stata risolta con la realizzazione di cunicoli scavati all’interno
delle rocee tufacee in quelle valli. A prima vista pud sembrare illogico prelevare U'acqua che scorre sulla superficie
per immetterla in un lungo cunicolo sulla parete di una valle, per gli enormi sforzi connessi alle operazioni di
seavo. Ma in tal modo si otteneva lirrigazione continua e controllata delle terre destinate all’agricoltura e le
gallerie erano anche funzionali a diminuire la portata dell’acqua di superficie, al fine di ampliare la superficie
destinata a coltivativo e proteggere le valli dalle inondazioni. Oggi tutte le valli della Cappadocia conservano uno
o pitt cunicoli, ma solo tre di essi sono stati fino ad ora esplorati nel dettaglio. Il sistema delle gallerie idrauliche
della Valle di Guuvercinlik (Piccionaia), a Uchisar, & probabilmente Unitima di due (o forse tre) gallerie idrauliche
seavate in epoche differenti in questa valle, oltre ad essere la pit lunga attualmente nota. Con una lunghezza totale
di 1840 metri, 14 collegamenti con la superficie e diverse gallerie laterali, il condotto principale rappresenta un
meraviglioso esempio di ingegneria idraulica di epoca medievale.

Parole chiave: Cappadocia, galleria idraulica, canali sotterranei.

Introduction (Bixio, 2002; Brxio et al, 2012; Avnan, 2004).

Almost all the underground cities in Anatolia are very
unique to antique Cappadocia region, which includes
the provinces of Nevsehir, Aksaray and Kayseri. These
defensive settlements dug into soft tuff rocks contain
long tunnels and living areas protected by mill stone
doors to defend the local people in case of attack.
Approximately 200 underground cities have been
found in Anatolia so far, 90% of them in Cappadocia.
The academic articles about these structures are very
limited and only a few inventory works had been done
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We have started to investigate the underground
settlements and rock dwellings around Kayseri (Fig. 1)
according to a protocol we have signed with Kayseri
Municipality and CEKUL Trust in January 2014.
Within the following eight months, eight underground
cities and three underground structures with uncertain
usage were found, explored and surveved in the region.
The underground cities of Kayseri can be examined in
three different groups:

- Those having unclear use: In spite of mill stone
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Fig. 1: location map.
Fig. 1: ubicazione dell'area.

doors and very long tunnels, Ali Dagi (Ali Mountain)
and Ali Saip Pasha underground cities have very few
living areas. So, it is likely that these underground
structures were either temporary hiding places or
escape tunnels rather than underground eities. Due to
its diverse architecture, Swallow Valley Underground
City can also be included in this group.

- Small and re-used underground cities: The
underground cities around Kayseri (namely, Belagasi
no. 1 and 2, Otedere Valley no. 1 and 2, Catalin and
Penzikli) were smaller compared to the known major
Cappadocian examples. From the structural peint, it
can be thought that all those underground cities were
built to protect a small village for a short term raid
rather than protecting a large population. Also; at least
some of those underground structures of Kayseri were
dug towards steep walls and connected to windowed,
large rooms opening to the valleys. It is also quite
interesting that some tunnels of the underground cities
end suddenly without connecting to any chamber or
room. Those half-dug tunnels give us the idea that the
effort was ended as the threat of raid was diminished.
Similarly, the big windowed rooms built on rock walls
prove that the structures were later changed and

turned into appropriate areas for daily living,

- Classie Cappadocian Style: To the southwest,
closer to Nevsehir Region, underground cities become
similar to the known Cappadocian style, excavated in
flat areas within several layers. Doganli and Guzeloz
are such examples.

Ali Dagi Underground City

This structure is located in Talas province of Kayseri,
is 528 m-long and, when compared with the others
known, does not show the features of an “underground
city”. Even if we accept that the stone mill door behind
the entrance of the gallery was used to defend that
passage, there is a single chamber after this gallery
and a large cistern reached after a 180 m-long tunnel
(Fig. 2).

Further, it is obvious that three rooms at the north exit
were firstly built as storage and a church, and then
transformed into dovecotes by the windows opening
outside. On the other hand, there is not a single
collapsed or clogged gallery in the whole structure and
it seems that all tunnels were abandoned at a certain
point without any further diggings.

Ali Saip Pasha Underground City

This underground structure is also in Talas province
and, as the previous one, whether it is an underground
city or not is controversial. This structure can bereached
through the basement of a 19. century house, connects
to two separate and very small residential areas to E
and W, and consists of a single tunnel. Total length of
the tunnel is 916 meters, width changes between 60-85
cm. and height between 150-210 em. There is a mill
stone door on the beginning of the branch gallery to the
NW. But there is no passage or settlement protected by
this door. It is assumed that these northern galleries
were not digged. The ceiling of the final 50 m section of
the main tunnel is V-shaped, a feature that has never
been seen in any other underground city before.

o'mag

p——

ALI MOUNTAIN UNDERGROUND CITY
Talas, Kaysen, Turkey

A Yamac (Jan. 2014}

Length: 528 m

Fig. 2: Ali Mountain Underground City (drawing A. Yamag).
Fig. 2: cifta sotterranea del Monte Al (elaborazione A. Yamag).
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UPPER FLOOR

CATALIN UNDERGROUND CITY
Bahceli, Gesi, Kayseri, Turkey
E. Tok (March 2014)

LOWER FLOOR

Fig. 3: Catalin Underground City (drawing E. Tok).
Fig. 3: cittd sotterranea di Catalin (elaborazione E. Tok).

Catalin Underground City

This underground city is located on the estern
Gesi province of Kayseri, at the western wall of
Degirmenderesi Valley, built as three floors in a very
narrow area. The total structural area of the three
floors of the underground city is 621 m? with 18
rooms in the structure. A millstone door used to close
the tunnel on the W side of second chamber is at the
entrance. On the eastern section, a branch tunnel
was left incompleted, apparently reaching the upper
floor. Within the same section, at the lower floor,
two grand chambers which can be reached after a
millstone door are interesting structural features of
this underground city. Especially, the deepest and
final room with the measures 5x2 m has a barrel
vault roof with a rarely seen architecture, It is not
possible to estimate the construction date of the
structure but we can say that the entrances were
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used as settlements after the construction. The
main structure was probably established to protect
a small number of people against local raids (Fig. 3).

Penzikli Underground City

This underground city is located on the opposite
of Catalin Underground City, at the E slope of the
same valley; it has a narrow entrance which has
been opened later. Penzikli Underground City is
different from its neighbor underground city, and
from all others surveyed in Kayseri. Following the
14 m-long corridor after the entrance, we found 22
rooms on two storeys. Most rooms are facing two
separate large chambers and some sidewalls were
broken to extend the rooms but never used later.
With broken sidewalls and new connections established,
this underground city has a maze-like plan, with a total
area of 725 m?.
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3. FLOOR

SWALLOW VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY
Hisarcik, Kayseri
E. Tok (Apr 2014)

2. FLOOR
(ENTRANCE)

1. FLOOR ~
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Fig. 4: Swallow Valley Underground City (drawing E. Tok).

Fig. 4: citta sotterranea della Valle della Rondine (elaborazione E. Tok).

Swallow Valley Underground City

This underground city, named as Asarkaya in
YorukocLyu 1990 and Bixio et al 2012, is located on
the road from Kayseri to Mount Argeus, by the slope
which faces the Swallow Valley. It is a five-storeys rock
settlement with a total length of 505 m and -56 m deep.
Its main features are the five floors vertically carved

on a rock wall, and its opening toward the valley. The
deepest gallery after the fifth storey, which is assumed
to reach the valley floor, is clogged.

The lack of defensive doors and the existence of
windows directly opening to the valley let us assume
that the structure was not built for defensive purposes,
but for settlement. However, structural characteristic
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Fig. 5. East face of Otedere Valley Underground City No 1.
Stone walls on top of the cliff can be seen on the upper right
corner {photo A. Yamag).

Fig. 5. versante Est della citta softerranea n® 1 della Valle di
Otedere. Nell'angolo in alto a destra della falesia sono visibili
le mura in pietra (fofo A. Yamag).

like an entrance reachable through a very steep slope,
a very large chamber (likely public) at the first storey,
the existence of 6 different rooms in the chamber of
the second storey, show that this structure is quite
different from the many rock settlements in Kayseri
(Fig. 4).

Otedere Valley Underground City no. 1
This structure is probably one of the most interesting
underground structures of Kayseri. It has many

windowed chambers on its steep rock side which
frontages Otedere Valley, and shows a 4-5 m-high
stone wall on both sides towards the slope. Along
with the tunnels and millstone doors, those high
stone walls on the slope make us assume that the
structure was transformed into a cliff dwelling from
an underground settlement (Figs. 5 and 6).

There are two tunnels from the entrance room.
The E tunnel is blocked by debris after 3 m. At
the entrance of the W tunnel, there is a huge in
situ millstone door (1.52 m in diameter and 42
cem thick). The main gallery suddenly ends 40 m
below. On the other hand, a small branch of this
gallery reaches a chamber with windows fronting
Otedere Valley, and then an underground chamber
(size 14x8 m). Another tunnel that goes from W of
this chamber reaches another chamber at the top
storey. The frontage of this is completely open to
Otedere Valley. With its interesting architecture
this structure is different from all the underground
cities known. Even though its chambers with
wide windows fronting the valley makes us think
that this is a rock settlement, underground
passages protected by millstone doors and a large
underground chamber supported by pillars make
the structure architecturally a very different hiding
place. Looking as a whole, we can think that this
underground city began to be dug but was later
left aside and then, after a certain time, some of its
parts were used as settlements.

OTEDERE VALLEY UNDERGROUND CITY NO 1
Belagasi, Gesi, Kayseri, TURKEY
A. Yamac (Apr. 2014)

LOWER FLOORS

ENTRANCE FLOGR

4m

p——

ey

DOVECOTES

Fig. 6: Otedere Valley Underground City No 1 (drawing A. Yamag).
Fig. 6: cifté sotterranea n° 1 defla Valle di Otedere (elaborazione A, Yamag).
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BELAGASI UNDERGROUND CITY NO 1
Belagasi, Gesi, Kayseri, Turkey
E.Tok (June 2014)

o'mag

Fig. 7: Belagasi Underground City No 1 (drawing E, Tek).
Fig. 7: citta sotferranea n® 1 di Belagasi (elahorazione E. Tok).

Otedere Valley Underground City no. 2

Entrance to this underground city is through a tunnel
located at the S wall of a rock dwelling house. At the end
of the tunnel there is a 6x2 m size chamber, followed by
an in situ millstone door. Before this chamber, the tunnel
develops to the E by straight carved stairs for 13 meters
on a 30" slope. With this landing ending at a crossroads,
6 meters below the entrance floor is reached. Here, three
different tunnels bring to three chambers. The NW and
the SE chambers have a plain architecture; the western
side has a grand chamber reached by a short stair
containing a clogged communication hole and a tunnel
stuck by debris after 8 meters. The existence of clogged
communication hole on the ceiling might prove that
there is another room on the upper storey. Even though
there are two underground cities, there is no remnant of
an ancient settlement in this 2 km-long valley.

Belagasi Village Underground Cities no. 1 and 2

On the northern opening of the Otedere Valley, 10 km
from Kayseri, we can see this cave dwelling village
which is an abandoned old Armenian village. Two of
the rock settlements in the village are connected to
two different underground cities. These two structures
were built for defensive purposes, and they both have
millstones at the entrances. Belagasi Underground City
no. 1 can be reached from the slope where the village
is located. This first underground city, 10 m E of the

water channel of the village, is accessed through an in
situ millstone door. The tunnel develops for 42 m, is T0-
80 em wide and 90 ¢m high. The defensive settlement
shows a considerable structural change after this
long tunnel, opening in a large chamber. After this
room, there are two other chambers, both facing the
Otedere Valley. The structure behind these chambers is
astonishing: on both the sides of a 34 m-long corridor,
there are 24 small rooms (Fig. 7).

The main tunnel of Belagasi Underground City no. 2
begins from the back wall of a rock house 40 m away
from the first underground ecity. The entrance is
protected by a stone door and connected to countless
chambers. Structurally different from the first one,
those chambers are carved on top of each other, located
at both sides of the tunnel. Belagasi Underground Cily
no. 2 has a total of 52 small chambers and living areas,
the highest number for all the known underground
cities of Turkey.

Belagasi Village and those twe underground eities
are at the entrance of Otedere Valley, which has two
more underground cities, explained above. These four
underground cities in a small distance have a total of
128 living spaces, that is nearly five times more than
the total number of houses the village has. The reason
that the residents of such a small village like Belagasi
built four different underground cities with so many
chambers is unknown.
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DOGAMNLI UNDERGROUND GITY
Doganli, Yesilhisar, Kayseri, Turkey
E. Tok, A. Yamac [July 2014)

Entrance —

Enlrance — i

o'mag

Fig. 8: Doganli Underground City (drawing E. Tok, A. Yamag).
Fig. 8: citta sotterranea di Doganli (efaborazione E. Tok, A. Ya-
mag).

Doganli (40 Steps) Underground City

Doganh Village, located in the Yesilhisar Province
of Kayseri has an underground city 2 km SE of the
plain, mentioned in various sources (YorukocLu, 1990;
Guivaz & Yewremar, 2003)., This underground city
was surveyed and mapped by us for the first time. Its
name (40 Steps) comes from the stairs carved on the
rocks at the main entrance with 38 of slope. The main
chamber reached afier the entrance is very impressive:
supported with 15 pillars, is larger than all known
underground chambers of Turkey, with a total area
of 510 m® During our research we found a cistern
within the chamber, still containing 2 m-deep, crystal
clean water which proves the quality of the structure.
There are two tunnels on each side of this chamber,
one of them separated into branches, is 74 m-long and
then is clogged. One branch of this gallery reaches the
upper storey and is connected to the surface by a large
chamber. All tunnel connections that reach the surface
have been defended by millstone doors. There iz also a
small church inside the southern chamber (Fig. 8). This
giant underground city, with three different surface
connections and many clogged galleries, is 2 km from
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Doganli Village, in the middle of an empty plain, which
makes us think that a very old settlement occupied the
plain, of which no remnants are left. Different from
many examples in Kayseri, Doganh Underground City
must have been not used after the construction period.

Guzeloz Underground City

Two millstone doors (the largest in Cappadocia) are at
the lower entrance of this underground city, located on
the E slope of Guzeloz Village (Fig. 9). The cave entrance
on the 80 m NE of the old settlement of Village on the
slope is not the original entrance of the underground
city, that is, on the other hand, represented by the
back wall of a rock carved house on the rock walls.
The double tunnel following lower entrance room is
architecturally very interesting. One of the tunnels is
protected by huge millstone doors; continuing to the
SW, and most probably to the village below the slope, it
is clogged after a short distance.

The other tunnel continues for 42 meters with huge
dimensions (4 m wide, 2 m high) which are uncommon
among the tunnels of the other underground cities.
Near to the end of this wide tunnel a shaft with a
height of 9 meters reaches to upper storey. All storages
and rooms of Guzeloz Underground City are located in
the upper storey, where there are seven rooms of which
five are possibly used as storages (Fig. 10).

Conclusions

There are tens of underground cities dug into the
tuffaceus rock in Kayseri, the capital of antique
Cappadocia. Different from its neighbor Urgup-
Goreme, these underground cities are not well
known and no research has ever been conducted
so far. With this project, many cave dwellings and

Fig. ©: millstone door at the lower entrance of Guzeloz Under-
ground City (photo A. Yamag).

Fig. 9: porta-macina allingresso inferiore della Citta Sotterra-
nea di Guzeloz (foto A. Yamag).
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GUZELOZ UNDERGROUND CITY
Guzeloz, Yesilhisar, Kayseri, Turkey
E. Tok (June 2014)

Lower
Entrance

08

Entrance = &
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Fig. 10: Guzeloz Underground City (drawing E. Tok).
Fig. 10: citta sotterranea di Guzeloz (efaborazione E. Tok).

several underground cities were surveyed, and here
described in a comprehensive way. In addition to the 11
underground cities, we had been informed that there
are at least 19 more in the province. We hope that,
within this project, at least some of those historical
heritages will be cleaned, excavated and protected.
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An Architect’s underground city

Al Yamac!, Ezgi Tok'?

Abstraet

Mimar Sinan (Sinan the Architect) is the most important architect of the Ottoman Empire with around 400
structures of historical and cultural value he had built. This extraordinary architect who lived under the
reign of four Qttoman sulians and constricted buildings for thiree sultans was born in 1489 in a smaoll vil-
lage of Kayseri; Agirnas. It is known that Sinan was taken under the Ottoman service at the age of 22 and
brought to Istanbul. He spent the rest of his life in Istanbul and died at the age of 99 in 1588. The house he
was born in Agirnas was restored and turned into a musenm. Below this house, there is a very impressive
and complex underground city which expands to double storey. As it can be understood from hundreds of
cave dwellings that exist in the nearby valleys, Agirnas Village is an old scttlernent and it has a gigantic
underground city comples. As OBRUK Cave Research Grouwp, our research within the scope of “Kayseri
Underground Structures Inventory Project” started with the underground city below Sinan the Architect’s
house in Agirnas and has revealed that this underground city continues below the neighbor houses. Even
though it is not possible to determine the first construction date, it is obviows that this structural complex. is
at least 500 years old and it shows us that the village has a gigantic underground city ecomplex dug below
the houses with a purpose of defense. This article will try to explain the architectural features of this under-
ground city complex that covers almost this entire antique village in Agirnas, which is under the house of
Sinan the Architect and connected to other houses; and the transformation of this structure from a defensive
one to the daily usage during the centuries will be examined.

Key worps: Sinan the Architect, Agirnas, Kavseri, Underground City.

Riassunto
Le Cirri SOTTERRANEE DI SINAN L'ARCHITETTO

Sindn, noto anche come Mi'mar Sinan - Mi'mar in turco significa “architetto” ed era il titolo dato all’ar
chitetto imperiale — & stato Parchitetto pit importante dell Impero Ottomano. Gli vengono attribuite circa
400 realizeazioni (tra cui moschee, palazzi, bagni pubblici, caravanserragli, mausolei, ponti ed acquedofii),
tutte di grande valore. Quesio straordinario architetto @ vissulo sotio il regno di quattro sultani ed ha co-
struito edifici, ricoprendo la carica di architetio capo dell’tmpero (Mimarbagy), per tre di loro (Solimano il
Magnifico, Selim IT e Murad I17). .
Sinan nacque nel 1489 ad Afirnas, un piccolo villaggio nei pressi di Keyseri nella Turchio centrale. E noto
che Sinan si trasferi a Istanbul prestando servizio per gli Ottomani guando aveva solo 22 anni, trascorrendo
li il resto della sua vita fino al 1688 quando mori all’etia di 99 anni. La casa natale di Agwnas dove UArchi-
tetto Sinan ha traseorso § primi anni della sua vita, é staie ristrutturata e trasformata in un museo. Sotto
questa casa ¢'¢ una “Citta Sotterranea” cosi estesa e complessa che si sviluppa su due Divelli sotterranei.
L’insediamento sotterranen di Agwrnas é molto antico e si inserisce nel contesto delle centinaia di abitazioni
ipogee che si trovano in tutfa la valle circostante.

Lo studio condotto dal Gruppo di ricerea sotterranei OBRUK, sviluppeto nell 'ambita del “Progetto di cen-
stmento delle strutture sotterranee della provincia di Kayseri”, é iniziato dagli ambienti sotterranci sitwali
sotfo la casa dell’Architetto Sinan ad Agirnas, ed ha rivelato che queste strutiure ipogee si sviluppano anche
soffo le altre abitazioni circostanti.

Tale esteso complesso urbano solterraneo che collega a scopo difensive ogni abitazione del villaggio, sebbene
non sia possibile determinarne Uoriginaria data di costruzione, risale certamente a olire 500 anni fa.
Questo articolo vuole spiegare le caratteristiche architettoniche di questa citta sotterranea e la sua variazione
di destinazione d’uso, subita nel corso dei secoli, da struttura difensiva a struttura pin appropriata per uso
quotidiano.

ParoLE cHIAVE: Architetto Sinan, Agirnas, Kayseri, Citta Sotterranea

L OBRUK Cave Research Group, Acikhava Apt. 16/7, Nisantasi, Istanbul, Turkey; e-mail: ayamac@pgmail.com
21U, Istanbul Teehnical University, EURASIA Institute of Earth Sciences
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The area (fig. 1) lies in Central Anatolian Voleanie
Provinece (CAVP). [t is one of the most important woleca-
nie areaz of Turkey.

It eonbinued through the converging of the Arabian
and Furasian plates during the Middle Miocene period,
16-11.8 million years ago and developed the post clazh
regimesafber the Upper Miocene period. Thiscontinen-
tal elash brought shortening and thickening together
with the north-south compression regime that is going
on today in Bastern Anatolia.

The thickness of the Eastern Anatolia Crust is about
45-50 k. At the end of the clash, the Anatolian block
moved to the west through the two strike dip faults.

Thismovement that pulled apart the basin and reverse
faults, iz the basie reason of the inner deformation
within the Anatolian block (Arrcr Sew et al., 2004).

A wide =cale voleaniz=n was formed in Anatolia from
the Neogene to Quaternary periods as a result of the
convergence of plates and continental clazh.

The mountains of Erciyes, Develi, Hasan, Melendiz,
Keciboyunduran and Gollu continued their activities
from 2.5 million years till 10.000 years kefore today.
This woleanic activity in the region piled up hundreds
meters thick voleanic tuff and ignimbrite to the area
around Agirnas Village.

This soft rock was dug by people in the region and fos-
tered the development of a troglodyte civilization.

=
Black Sea

: o

GEORGIA

Fig. 1 - Location map showing Agirnas Vilage (drawing: A Yamac).
Fig. 1 - Mappa con fubicazione del Villaggio i Agimas (grafica: A Yamac).
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THE VILLAGE

The oldest buildingsin Agirnas Village that exist today
are dated to 18% and 19® centuries and the establizh-
ment date of the village is not known. Agios Prokopios
Church, located at the north of village and in the bor-
der of old settlements and new buildings, was built in
1857. On the other hand, there were 83 Christian and
8 Muslim families in Agirnas Village according to the
population and tax records of Cttoman Empire in 1500
when Sinan the Architect used to live in the vi]iage.
In 1520, these numbkers have changed as 72 Christian
and 2 Muslim families (InBas1, 19€3). It is almost cer-
tain that the houses of these families, just like Sinan
the Architect’s, were aligned to the northern front of
the valley within two streets. As the years have passed,
religious conversons and migrations were accelerated
and, in 1834 censas, 145 Muslim and 28 Christian fa-
milies were determined in the village (CoMerT, 2008).
Agirnas Village expand towards the north and nor-
theast in parallel with the increasing population in
recent years. Today, all the southern village houses,
including Sinan the Architect’s, were included to First
Grade of Protection by the Ministry of Clulture and
Tourism.

Even though it is known that the cldest houses of
Agirnas Village are thiz front row facing the valley,
there are tens of cave dwellings in Akbin Valley, T00
meters west of the village (fig. 2). It iz thought that
mome of these structures, digged in the walls of the val-
ley which continues from Agirnas to Dimitri Village for
3 km, were built as Roman rock graves. But, it is not
possible to determine the date and aim of the original
dwellinge due to their continuous usage for centuries
by re-designing and the destruction ecaused by the ero-
sionz on the valley wall 2 (ComerT, 2008).

Fig. 2 - Google Earthview of Agi
the village.

M E- ¥ a S
mas Vilage and the surrounding are

THE ARCHITECT

According to his contemporary biographer and friend,
Mustafa Sai Celehi, Sinan the Architect was born in
1489 at Agirnas (Axan & Crang, 2006; Nearocwy, 2010).
He was born either an Armenian or a Cappadocian
Greek. As the written order of Sultan Selim II, whi-
ch dates to 1673 and grants Sinan’s request to forg-
ve and spare his relatives from the exile to the idand
of Cyprusisthe most conerete remource about Sinan’s
farni]y; the names= of hiz two relatives written in this
order are far away to prove an ethnie origin (Cunay,
2008; NecrroaLu, 2010).

Itisknown that Sinan was included to the Cttoman ar-
myin 1512 asa dewshome. He was sent from Agirnas to
Istanbul in this year and probably never tuned back.
But, we can assume that he was in a relation with hia
village and hiz relatives, as he requested Sultan Selim
11 not to send his relatives to Cyprus.

In the first 8 years he spent in [stanbul, Sinan recei-
ved a military training and it is thought that he par-
ticipated in Bhodes campaign of Sultan Selim [. After
the death of this sultan, it is certainly known that he
was with Bultan Suleiman in the Belgrade Siege and
Battle of Mohacs. Even though he did not receive too
muech training, his ereativity and engineering skillz in
the military campaigns he participated until 15636 has
attracted attention. In 1539, Sinan held the postion of
chief architect, which meant being the averseer of all
construction work of the Cttoman Empire, for nearly
50 years. Sinan is said to have constructed or super-
vized nearly 400 buildings, 188 of which =till survive.
According to the official list of hiz work sin Tazlzraé-al-
Abnzya (Axn & Chang, 2008) he planned and supervi-
sed the construction of 92 mosques, 52 amall moaques,
58 theology achools, T achools, 20 mausoleums, 17 pu-

1 P

a, showing Akbin Valley an.el two other undergr;{ind cities in

Fig. 2 - Panoramica da Google Earth del Villaggio o Agimas e delfarea circostante con la Vale di Akbin e atri due vikaggt con

Citta Solteranee.
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blie kitehens, 3 hospitals, 6 agueduects, 10 bridges, 20
caravanserais, 958 palaces and mansions, 8 vaults and
48 baths. This is the higgest number of buildings con-
structed by a single architect in the world until today.
The bridge he had built on Drina River in Visegrad /
Boania iz now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Within the age of 70, Sinan had completed the
Suleymaniye Moaque in [stanbul (fig. 3).

Thiz building, situated on one of the hills of Istanbul
facing the Golden Horn and built in the name of
Suleiman the Magnificent, i= one of the symbolic mo-
nurmentsof Cttoman Empire. After this work, Selimiye
Moaque that he had built in Edirne, in the name of
Sultan Selim 11, isthe most outstanding example of the
level of achieverent reached by him.

Sinan completed this mosque when he was 80 years
old and reached his artistic peak with the demgn, ar-
chitecture, tile decorations and stone workmanship di-
splayed at this mosque (Kusan, 2011). He died in 1588
and waz buried in [stanbul, in a amall tomb of his own
design just outside the walls of Suleymaniye Moague
and across a street named ‘Mimar Sinan Chddes’ in
his honor.

Sinan left five different autobiographical account s that
provide details of his life and works. Based on informa-
tion dictated by him to his friend Mustafa Sai Celeki
shortly before hizs death, these accounts gives detailed
information about hizlife and hisbuildingz. Inaddition
to theze autobiographical sourees, the references about
him are countless. For a comprehensive list of referen-
ces we suggest [HsanooLy, 1988 and Muravne, 2011,

Tree UNDERGROUND CITY

Cttoman land registers have documented that Sinan
the Architeet’s house in Agirnasbelonged to his family
(fig. 4). The restoration and environmental planning of
this houre was conducted by a team under the leader-
ship of Prof. Metin Sozen between the years 20062008
(SozEn, 2004).

Fig. 3 - A miniature of Mimar Sinan (on the left comer) super-
vising the construction of Sultan Suleiman’s tomb, from Seyyid
Lokman's Tarih-i Sultan Suleyman (c. 1579) (Neciroswy, 2010,
p.17)

Flg. 3 - Miniatura di Mimar Sinan (neif angolo a sinistra) raffe
gurato mentre isiona fa costiuzione della Tormba s Su-
lgirman, da Seyyt! Lokman’s Tarif-i Sultan Suleyman (. 1579
(Necwocey, 2010, p. 17)

Fig. 4 - Entrance to the courtyard of Mimar Sinan's museum-
house (photo A. E. Keskin).

Fig. 4 - Uingresso al cortilfe della casa-museo di Mimar Sinan
{foto A. E. Keskin).

A part of the underground buildings under this houss
hag been cleaned, organized and opened to vist during
this work. With this organizabtion, it was understood
that the underground city did not only cover under
Sinan the Architect’s house, but that all the old hou-
ses in Agirnas were connected to each other via under-
ground structures as a cobweb,

Many house owners have shut down the connection
tunnels by building mason wall sto prevent reaching to
their houses from underground.

The underground complex below Sinan the Architect’s
house is spread to a total area of 1.850 square meters
in double storey (fig. 6).

As some of the interconnections have been cancelled,
we see four different underground structures below
Sinan’s house today, but it iz obvious that they were
one Angle structure.

On the other hand, the continuation of the first and
fourth underground structures below the neighbou-
ring houses and the different exits to the surface pro-
ves that the complex underground structure in Agirnas
Village dates from centuries ago.

The existence of four mill stone doors, three of them in
sttu, within the fourth underground structure makesit
obvious that the structure, at least for a certain period,
was built for protective purposes (figs. 8and 7).
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But, as the defensive concerns were overcome by time,
these underground structures have suffered structural
change. As a result, today there are fowr separate under-
ground structures within Mimar Sinan Underground
City Complex.

The first underground structure right next to the mu-
seum house can ke reached through a big room whose
eeiling is supported by stone vaults.

These hig underground room with a barrel vault roof

which is very common in many places of this building

MIMAR SINAN UNDERGROUND CITY

Agimas - Kayseri - Turkey
Survey: E. Tok. E. Gilli, C_ Cankinh, A. Yamac (Feb. 2015)

Entrance to 1.
Underground — -
Structure )

2.Und.Str.

oy
oc 3.Un.3tr--- !17\
Entrance g e \ N ) e
Ul'lﬂﬂlg(o::::i —-._r—)é’—'n_..\;\ P ];)

Structure (
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Fig. 5 - Map of Mimar Sinan Underground City Complex (survey: E. Tok, E. Gilli, C. Cankinh, A Yamac).
Fig. 5 - Planimelria def Camplesso delle Citta Sotterranes realizzata da Mimar Sinan (nlievo: E. Tok, £ Gili, C. Caniond, A.

Yamac).

Fig. 6- First mil stone door afterthe entrance of 4 Underground
Structure (Photo C. Cankirili).

Fig. 6 - Piima porta macina dopo lingresso nel punto 4 della
mappa di fig. § (folo C. Cankrit).

and also, below many houses of Agirnas Village, is
probably the oldest struetural design of the village, as
mentioned in SozEn, 1888 (fig. 8).

Thiz first underground ssttlement continues to the
east with different rooms and under the neighbouring
houses az it can be ssen in the plan (figs. D and 10).
Second underground structure is inside the main buil-
ding and iz reached from the below of stairs going up. It
isa small storage area who se hoth connectionsto other
neighboring underground structures are closed with
stone masonry. The holes in the ground of this small
structure’s main room for the plaeement. of jars show
us the main aim of this building (fig. 11).
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Cn the side of the main building, a third underground
structure reached through a narrow alley (fig. 12) is
another independent storage area.

Although it is possible that this building could be a li-
ving area connected with other underground structu-
res, it can be seen that it has lost this function centu-

s £ g ' Yo TRERD

Fig. 7 - Second mill stone door in 4 of Underground Structure
(Photo A E. Kaskin).

Fig. 7 - Seconda parta macina dallingresso del punto 4 della
srulture solterranea (folo A E Keskin).

Fig. 8- Third charber of 1. Underground Structure with a bar-
rel vault roof. The farthest vault is an original 15, century struc-
ture, two front ones are contemporary restorations (Photo C.
Cankirili).

Fig. 8- Panoramica della terza camera del punto 1 della strut-
tura sotlewranes con la volts & botte. Sullo sfondo é ancora
presente la voita originale nsalente af XV secolb, mentre la
parte anteriore rissfe a un restawro contlemporaneo (foto C.
Canlarifi).

ries ago and started to be used as storage.

The largest and the most important one of all the un-
derground structures below Sinan’s houseisthe fowrth
structure.

Thisunderground structure’sentrance iz by the end of
the =ame alley mentionsd above (fig. 13).

Fig. 9 - Asmall second floor room seen from the semi-collap-
sed roof holes in the depth of 1 Underground Structure {(Photo
C. Cankirili).

Fig. 9 - Una piccole slanza 8l secondo piano visto dai fori del
tetto semi-croliato in fondo &l &ito 1 della sruttera sotterranea
{foto C. Cantarii).

Fig. 10 - Another small second floor room of 1 Underground
Structure {(Fhoto C. Cankarili).

Fig. 10 - Un'afra piccola stanza alsecondo piano del sito 1 del-
lg Sruttura solterranea (foto C. Cankirit).
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Fig. 11 - Storage area of 2, Underground Structure. Stone wall
closing the connection to other parts can be seen on the left
side of photo (Photo A E. Keskin).

Fig. 11 - Area di stoccaggio del sio n. 2 della struttura sotter-
ranea. Sullato sinistro della foto & nota la parete i pietra che
chiude il collegamento con gl altri ambienti (foto A.E. Keshan).

Towards the south of this entrance, in a chamber with
a barrel vault roof, there are fwnaces which are conm-
dered to be an iron foundry (fig. 14).

Alter this atelier, the underground structure continues
to east and exits the front street after passing inside a
house. The structure iz constructed as double storey
until this part and eleaned and opened to touriam (fig.
15).

After this touristic section, it continues to the under-
neath of other houses with a narrow connection.
Those following parts of the underground city are not
cleaned yet (fig. 16) and, more interestingly, some of
them are =till used by the inhabitants of neighbor hou-
28,

The last gallery reaching to east is clogged with debris,
and another mill stone door emphasizes the first con-
struction aim of the structure.

ConcLumonN

Mimar Sinan Underground City iz very important; not
only because it iz underneath the house of the grand
architect of the Cttornan Empire, but also because it
has a documented occupancy for at least 500 years.

- v
el

Fig. 12 - Narrow alley on the south of main buiding, reaching
to 3 and 4 underground structures. Entrance to 4. Underground
Structure is on the back (Photo C. Cankirii).

Fig. 12 - Lo shrelto vicolo, a sud delledificio principale, che con-
sente Faccesso ai puntt 3 e 4 della shruthwra solterranea. L'sc-
cesso al punto 4 i trova sul retro (foto C. Canlind).

1) — ¥,
Fig. 13 - Main chamber of 4 Underground Structure with a bar-
rel vault roof (Photo C. Cankirili).
Fig. 13 - La Camera principale delpunto 4 deila strutlura solter-
ranea con la volta & botte (foto C. Cankinl).

The possibility to track the architectural changes of
this building, which wasoriginally constructed for pro-
tection and then transformed for oceupancy or storage
within the centuries, gives us a chance to observe the
architectural transformation of an underground city.
We muveyed two other underground cities at Agirnas,
which are very near to Mimar Sinan Underground Gty
In the future, we believe and hope that, by opening all
the connections and making a general arrangement,
this ‘underground village complex’ will gain an inter-
national fame.
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Fig. 14 - Iron foundry atelier in 4 Underground Structure (Photo
AE. Keskin).

Fig. 14 - Fonderia per il ferro nel punto 4 della struttura sotler-
ranea (foto A.E. Keskin).

Fig. 16 - One of the abandoned rooms in the last part of 4
Underground Structure with debris from the roof (Photo A.
Yamac).

Fig. 16 - Una delle camere abbandonate nellultima parte del
Fig. 15 - A small second floor room in 4 Underground Structure  séttore 4 della struttura softerranea con delriti caduti dal tetto
{Photo A E. Keskin), (foto A. Yamac).

Fig. 15 - Piccola stanza al secondo piano del punto 4 della

struttura sotteiranea (foto A E. Keskin).
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Yesilhisar, Erdemli Koyii kaya yerlesimleri
Yesilhisar, Keslik Koyt kaya yerlesimleri
Yesilhisar, Soganli Koyii kaya yerlesimleri
Yesilhisar, Giizeloz Koyii kaya yerlesimleri
Gesi, Gliney Mahallesi vadisindeki kaya yerlesimleri

Mancusun Koyi (Yesilyurt Mahallesi) kaya
yerlesimleri

Kocasinan, Yuvali1 Koytii kaya yerlesimleri
Melikgazi, Zincidere Harman Yeri yeralt1 sehri
Melikgazi, Endiirliik (Yoriikoglu) kaya yerlesimleri
Melikgazi merkezinde Mustafabey Mah.
Yeralti sehri

Melikgazi, Kayapul Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri
Hacilar Lifos Dag1 kaya yerlesimleri

Argincik kaya yerlesimi

DamlamaciI. ve II. yeralt1 sehirleri
Bayramhaci Koyii kaya yerlesimleri

Yuval1 Koyii kaya yerlesimleri

Incesu Kiillii Koyii kaya yerlesimleri

Biinyan Kayabas1 kaya yerlesimleri

Bilinyan merkezde yeralt: sehri

Erkilet Akin, Kizik ve Cevril kdyleri kaya yerlesimleri
Agirnas, Eski Turan (Dimitri) Koyii kaya yerlesimi

Agirnas, Bagpinar (Isbidin) Koyii kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Derindere Koyii kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Golgebagi Mev. kaya yerlesimi
Agirnas, Sigiryatagi Mev. kaya yerlesimi
Biirlingiiz yeralt: sehri

Develi, Gazi Kasabas1 yeralt: sehri

Develi, $ahmelik Vadisi

Develi, Oksenek Vadisi

Develi, Oksiit Koyii kaya yerlesimleri

Develi, Aysepinar Koytii kaya yerlesimleri
Develi, Comakl1 Koytii giineyinde yeralt: sehri
Develi, Incesu kaya yerlesimi

Develi, Kulpak Koyii kaya yerlesimleri

Ozvatan-Amarat Kasabalari yakinlarinda Zirha
Kalesi Yeralt1 Sehri

Tomarza, Saraycik ve Siimengen daglarinda
yeralt1 yapilari

Tomarza, Dadaloglu Yeralt: $ehri

m Incesu, Aksu Baglar1 Mevkii kaya yerlesimleri
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Kitap ister bir siir kitabi olsun, ister bir
arastirma inceleme veya tarih kitabi
olsun; ya da bir roman, hikaye, fotograf,
sanat, ani v.b. olsun fark etmez. Ayni
misyonu tagir. Insanin zaman iginde anla-
mini korumasini, mekan icinde anlamini
somutlastirmasini saglar. iste bu biling
de kdiltur, sanat ve medeniyetin ortaya
cikmasinin temel sebebidir.

Tarihsel ve cografi anlamda medeni-
yetlerin merkezi olan Kayseri, “Alimler
sehri” olarak bilinmektedir. Dolayisiyla biz
de bu aidiyete ve tanma uygun olarak
tarihimizi, gelenegimizi, kiltdrimuzi ve
sanatimizi yansitan eserleri yayinlayarak
halkimiza ulastirma kaygisindayiz. Biliyo-
ruz ki yayinladigimiz eserler gelecege
biraktigimiz isaret taslandir. “Okuyan
Sehir” bilinci ile actigimiz her kitiiphane
ve kultur merkezi, yayinladigimiz her
dergi ve kitap, Kayserimize olan saygi
ve sevgimizin somut bir gostergesidir.

ISBN: 978-605-9117-20-3

()7

86059"117203">




	Takdim
	Amaç
	Giriş
	Kayseri Yeraltı Yapıları Projesi
	Ağırnas Çalışmaları
	Mimar Sinan Yeraltı Şehri
	Ağırnas Yeraltı Şehri
	Mustafa Bozdemir Yeraltı Şehri
	Akbin Vadisi Kaya Yerleşimleri
	Subaşı Yeraltı Şehri

	Öneriler
	Teşekkür
	Ekler
	EK 1: Çalışmalarımızı Gösteren Harita
	EK 2: Protokol
	Ek 3: “Kayseri Yeraltı Yapıları Envanteri Projesi” Birinci Ara Rapor’daki Buluntular
	Ek 4. OBRUK Mağara Araştırma Grubu Kayseri Çalışmaları
	Ek 5: ATLAS Dergisi Ekim 2014 Sayısında Yayımlanan Yazımız
	Ek 6: “Kayseri Yeraltı Yapıları Envanteri Projesi” ile İlgili Roma’da HYPOGEA 2015 Kongresinde Sunulan Makalelerimiz
	Ek 7: OPERA IPOGEA 1-2015’te Yayımlanan “AN ARCHITECT’S UNDERGROUND CITY” İsimli Makalemiz
	Ek 8: Proje Kapsamında Çalışılması Planlanan Diğer Yapılar



